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'Temptations to Evil not froM God; 

Jgmes i. I J» 14^ 
lift no mim ^jf nebtn be is tempiidy Inni 
tempted of Gody f^ God cannot be tempted 
mtb mli neither temptetb, be any man. 
But every man is tempt ed^ wben be is drawfi 
ffmdf ef bis om hfi and enticed. Page i 

^E li M o hII ^ ', 

i^ea tepipte4 to\Evil by theli' overt 
Lufts. ' ' ' 



* 14^ 

hia every 1^ is ttmftfed, loben he- t's Jra^ti 
oAay iflsii oittn htji end enticedl p. 27 

•..'.^;. , S'E ft*«^jD- in, ••■ 

Of ii6rti]f!i4,.Moral^.afid CW 

« 

(jthti if. I. 
ktmdfafi therefore in the li^erfy tvheremtb 
,&Sli/i btuh made usfree* p. 54 
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gi^e tbefacrifice of fools : For they confidef 

not that tkiy do ewl. Be not rafl> with tby 

mpf^b^ <m4let nof ^ne be^ti^e kffiy (outttt^ 

any thing h^Q Go4 i f(m Cod is in bea-^ 

ven^ and thou upoji earfh : therefore let thy 

Words befeWi Br a dr^inn 9QmHb through 

the. multitude ifbufmefi^ an4 aJ^pN voice is 

known by multitude of words. When 

thou viweji a nx/io unto God^ defer not to 

pay it : for be fyttb no fkiiftfre in fools : 

pay tbft npbicb tbpu.bajl Vfwedi Better /> 

// that tboU Jhouldeji not vow^ than thai 

thou Jhouldefivtm^ tminotpay. buffer not 

thy month to Cflufe.iby fi^t^Jm, neitbef 

fay tbo» bi^oTf Jk ^ffgek H»iii ^w aa 

errfiT : Wbir^e Jbo^ .Gp4: h angry.at 

tiyvQife^4tfd,d^oyfkfir^ 
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SERMON I. 

Temptations to Evii,, jiot from - 
GOD. 

i t ^ , 

J A ME S I. 13, 14. 

Let no man fay when he is tempted^ I am 
tempted of Gody for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempteth he any man. 
But every man is tempted, when be is 
drawn away of his own lufi and enticed. 

AS we are here in a ftate of trial andSERM. 
infirmity, having indeed an eternal *• 
happinefs in profpeft, but our way to it be- 
fet with difficulties firom without, befidesthe 
difcouragement which arifeth from our own 
weaknefs, nothing is more reafon^ble and fit 
for us then ferioufly to confider thofe. diffi- 
culties, and all the difavantagesof every kind 
which neceflarily attend our prefent condi- 
tion ; and likewife, on the other hand, the en- 
couragements whereby we are animated to a 
perfeveririg zeal in a Religious courfe, that 
we may know how to maintain bur integrity, 
' Vol. IV. B and 
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a Temptations to Eviiy not from God: 

SERM.and bear up againft the former, as well as 

I. make a proper improvement of the latter to 
' the true intention and end of them. Efpe- 
cially the fcripture dodlrine concerning af- 
filiation is oft great coniequence to the right 
conduit of the chriftian life. We are 
taught that it is inevitable, and our own ob- 
fcryation of the ftate of* mankind in this 
world leadeth us to expedt it. Now, af- 
flidtion is an evil of which God himfelf is 
the author, very confiftcntly with the perfcft 
purity of his nature, and with the tendereft 
compafiion for his fervants : Whom be lovetb^ 
he rebuketh and chajleneth ; and the defign is 
worthy of fupreme goodnefs as well as rec- 
titude, for it is to try the virtues of the af- 
flifted in order to ftrengthen them, that 
they may be found unto praife^ and bonour^ 
and glory ^ at the appearing of Jefus Cbriji^ 
as St. Peter fpeaketh, i epift. i. 7. For 
this reafon the apoftle James would have 
chriftians fubmit chearfuUy in all thefe 
trials, or temptations as he calleth them^ 
ver. 3. of this chapter. My brethren count it 
all joy when you fall into divers temptations ^ 
and the reafon he giveth is juft that which 
I have mentioned, that fuch temptations 
are the means of our growth in religion ; 
knowing, that tbe trial of your faith worketb 

patience: 
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temptations to E'oiJy net Jtotn Gcd. % 

patience: But let patience have her perfeB Sietlm. 
^ork, that ye may be perfeB, and entire^ I- 
wanting mtbing. And as the condufion of 
a difcoutfe on the mutability, of human 
affairs, wiiereby he endcavourcth to reconcile 
every par ticuiar perfon to the changes which 
happtft to hkn&lf) ^be faith in the veric im^ 
mediately preceding the text, bleffed is tbi 
man that endureth temptations. 

Bat thfere is another kind of temptatioo 
here ipoken of, of which God is not the 
author or caufe ; on the contrary, the apbftla 
forbidd^h them that are tempted to fay 
they are tempted of God, to allege it in 
words, to avow any fuch opinion or what** 
ever may havp a tendency to fupport and abet 
it, or even to entertain any fuch furmife in 
their hearts: The meaning of this, certain* 
ly, fe a felicitation to fin ; when the inten* 
tion is not to prove the fincerity of feeble 
virtue iti order to confirm and increafe it^ 
but to fubvert and deftroy it 5 to draw the 
weak and unwary into wickednefs which 
leadeth to their ruin. This is what the 
perfbdly holy and good God is not capable 
of ^ but that men arefo tempted, and often 
fiiccefsfiiUy, experience witneHeth 3 fnares are 
laid for them, in which they are unhappily 
caught) and betrayed into heinous trangref- 
B a fions. 
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4 temptations to Evil^ not from God. 

Serm. fions, fatal to their fouls, which tend to, 
I. and iflue in their death or final deftrudlion. 
It is of great importance to know whence 
this danger arifcth, that being duly apprifed 
of it, we may be upon our guard againft it, 
in order to preferve our integrity, that wc 
may attain at the laft to the true end of our, 
being, and the end of our faith, the per- 
feftion of righteoufnefs and the falvation of 
our fouls. The fcripture in many of its de- 
clarations fpeaketh of an envious and wick- 
ed being, or rather a multitude of them, 
who having early made defcftion fi'om their 
duty, and lifted themfelves in a rebellion 
againft -the divine government, and having 
left their fir ft happy habitation^ are refervcd 
in chains under darknefs to the judgment of 
the great day. In the mean time they arc 
permitted by providence to go to and fro 
through the earthy and walk up and down 
in it J as fatan is reprefented as fpeaking con- 
cerning himfelf in the book of Job ; and wc 
are told their principal employment, a 
very wicked one, is to draw men into fin. 
They, being rebels againft God, and moft 
malicious enemies to mankind, are the con- 
ducflors of the oppofition to goodnefs in this 
earth, and tempters; rather, to make the 
-enmity appear the more forpiidable, they are 

repre* 
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reprefented as in a confederacy and qiifchie- Serm. 
vous aflbciation, ragged under the infernal 1. 
government of one head, who is eminently 
called the tempter, and is always ready to 
take every opportunity of enfnaring unwary 
mortals, having many of his minifters in all 
places fully inftruded in his hellifh arts, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive. But after 
all, St. James teacheth, that our greateft 
danger is not from them ; it is fomething in 
eurfelves, we have reafon to be moft afraid 
of, as the iburce of the moft prevailing 
temptationer^ and but for it, we fhould have 
nothing to apprehend from the poifoned 
arrows of enemies without 5 their moft fub- 
tle devices and moft furious aflaults would be 
utterly ineiFedual This is what the apoftle 
calleth every man's own lujls, meaning his 
lower appetites and paflions, whereby he is 
drawn away and inticed. There are, there- 
fore, thefe two points contained in the text, 
which I ftiall diftindly confider. 

Firjly That God in all his works and ways, 
the whole of his adminiftration to- 
wards mankind, ftandeth p^rfedly 
clear of tempting them to moral evil ; 
he is not in the leaft degree, or by a 
fair conftrudion, in any part of his 
B 3 con- 
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temptations t^ jSwV, mt jrom (kd. 
condu<Sk> acceflky to any one of their 
offences. This St. ^anus aflertct4i wkh 
great earneftnds as a principle of thtf 
utofioft inaportance to be believed, ani^ 
deeply imprefled on gw minds. Lei 
M man fay (let him reject with abbor*- 
rencc any fuggeftion that hath fuch a 
tendency) that be is tempted of God ; 
for God is not tempted with evily nei-- 
tber doth he tempt any man. 
Secondly^ The true and the moft uieful 
account of the origin of fin to every par-*' 
ticular perfon ; that which teally is the 
ipring of prevailing temptation, is hi^ 
own hift. 

Firjiy That God in all his works an(} 
ways, the whole of his adminiftration to* 
wards mankind, ftandeth perfcdtly clear of 
tonptting them to moral evil ; he is not in 
the leall degree, or by a fair conftrudtion, 
in any part of his conduft, acce^y to any 
one of their offences. For our better under- 
ftanding tliis doiSirine, let it be obferved, 
that it hath an immediate and neceflkry con- 
neftion with the true chapadler of the Deity. 
Reafon teachcth us, and the fcripture very 
expreffly, that he is a being of themoft per- 
f^ moral jcftitudc or bolinefsj which at-* 
4 tributci 
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tribate, fo far as we can underftand, priaci- Serm. 
pally esi^erteth itfdf Jn his*utter avciiion to !• 
the iins of his creatures, and hk approba- 
tion of m^^ goodnefs in them. This the 
facred writers continoally inculcate, teaching 
us tbaf be is of purer eyes than that he can 
behold iniquity^ that be beholdetb the righteous 
with a pleajant countenance^ but ^pil cannot 
dweil with him, and wickednejs is an abomi" 
nation to him; if it be fo, it i$ in^poilible 
he fhould be a tempter, for that importeth, 
at leaft, that the fin of die tempted would 
be agreeable, indeed that he defireth it^ 
and is folicitous to have them brought into 
the fnare. But all religion refteth upon this 
principle, utterly inconfiftenfr with his tempt- 
ing any man or any creature, that God is 
only pleafed with rationd agents doing that 
which is right, and difpleafed with their do^ 
ing what is wrong in a moral fenfe: If that 
be denied, piety is intirely fubverted, and 
all pra£tice of virtue on the foundation of 
piety. By this argument, which is the mofl: 
plain and fatisfying, the apoflle fupportet^ 
his afi^ion in my text, let no manfay\ J 
am tempted of God} for God is not tempted 
with evil himfelf afad confequently neither 
doth be tempt any man. A being who is 
wholly uncapable of any moral turpitude, 

B 4 can- 
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S E R M. cannot folicit any others to it, nor give them 
!• the leaft countenance in it, which muft al- 
ways neceffarily fuppofe a corrupt afFedion. 
Another of the divine attributes is goodnefs, 
equally effential to his charafter, and of 
equal importance and neceffity to the puf- 
pofes of religion : Without believing it, wd 
can neither love him, nor truft in him, nor 
do good in imitation of him. But if God 
be good, he cannot tempt any man ; for 
that proceedeth from the utmoft malevo- 
lence, feeing it aimeth at the unhappinefe, 
nay, the utter ruin of the human nature. 
Perhaps there may be a fond, blind affec- 
tion in one man tempting another, diredled 
by the bias of his own depraved heart, to- 
wards criminal pleafure, or imagined advant- 
age of fome kind or other, in which he would 
have the tempted to participate ; but the mind 
which comprehendeth the true intereft of 
mankind, and feeth what the moft enlarged 
underftanding muft fee, the infeparable con- 
nedHon between .virtue and liapjpinefs, and 
between vice and extreme mifery ; fuch a 
mind, I fay, could not be imagined to fo- 
licit any man to fin, will that he fiiould 
'fin, or do an aft with defign to induce him 
to it, without a malicious intent to deftroy 
him. ■ 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly y Let us proceed to confider theSERM* 
works of God which relate to man, and we I. 
fhall be convinced thdt far from having a^ 
tendency, or fhewing a defign, to draw him 
into fin, which is tempting him, on the 
contrary, they provide againft it in the heft 
manner. And, firft, if we look into the 
human conftitution, which is the work of 
God, curioufly formed according to a well- 
laid defign in his benevolent counfels, one 
of the moft obvious and important appear- 
ances in it is, an indelible fenfe of moral 
good and evil, the worR of the divine law 
written in the heart of man, fo plainly and 
fo deep, that the very weakeft, who hath 
the ufe of reafon, can difccrn it ; and not 
the ftrongeft temptations, nay, fcarcely the 
longeft courfe of cuftomary indulgence in 
profligate vice, have been able to wear it 
out. This fenfe of right and wrong difco- 
vereth itfelf early ; it is not the refult of 
mature refle<ftion, clofe reafoning, and long 
ftudy, but it plainly appeareth that the gra* 
cious author of our being intended to pre- 
vent us with it, that i^e {hould not be led 
aftray before our arriving at the full exercifc 
of our uriderftanding, which was defigned 
to be the principal guide of the rational life, 
or of our free adions^ the underftaoding> 

however, 
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SbrM. however^ acjv^ceth flowly to Us maturity; 
!• bqt m every ftep of its progreft, if we ufe it 
*arigbt> it caileth a growing Light iipon, and 
llrengtheneth what I may call the virtuous 
pre-feniation originally planted in our minds i 
fef doth not reafoa teach any man who 
calmly attendeth to it, that the God of na< 
tore, by prepofleffing the mind (o power- 
fully in favour of the things which are pure,* 
and honeft, and virtuous, hath aot led us 
away from our true intereft and happinefs„ 
|)ut diteftly tp the profecution of it ? To 
this ienfe of good 'and evil, there is added 
in our conftitution a ilrong inforcement of 
the choice, and the practice of the formcTi 
m that high pleafure of felf-approbatio^ 
which is naturally and infeparably annexed 
to it, which is the greateft enjoyment that 
W9 arc capable of ^ and a ftrong motive to 
our efchewing the other, that is, moral eviU 
m that inward felf-condemning and remorfe, 
which as naturally and necei&rily follow it» 
and is of all pains the moft intolerable. 
Mull it not be acknowledged, then, that the 
frame oi our nature ^rompteth to the praci- 
tice of virtue as its proper eod, and that the 
deilgning caufe of it did not intend to tempt 
U£ to evil, but to provide ^ainft our being 
tcmpfied ? It is tme that liberty Is a part of 

thq 
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Ae conftitution, which importeth apowcrSERM; 
of doing evil, and by which it is that wc !• 
are rendered capable ©f it. This, as well as 
the other capacities of our nature, is derived 
from God J but there is no rational pretence 
for alledging that gift to be a temptation, 
bccaufc Hberty is not an inclination to evil, 
but meerly the mind's power of determin- 
ing itfelf to that, or the contrary, according 
as the motives to the one or the other fliould 
appear ftrongeft ; and that the author of the 
conftitution hath caft the ballance on the 
fide of virtue, we may fee from what hath 
been already faid,- fince he hath given us 
virtuous inftinfts, with a fenfe of moral 
obligations, and added a very powerful fane- 
tion to them. Befides, liberty is abfolutely 
necefl&ry to the practice of virtue, as well 
as to the being of moral evil 5 nor could wc 
without it have been capable of rational 
happinefs. It muft be confefled that our 
ilate is impierje6l} we are made frail and 
mutable creatures, liable to temptations, and 
many are anally mifled by them 5 nor 
liave we any pretence for denying that it 
w^s agreeable to the divine perfed: goodnefs 
itfid wiOom, to create fuch a fpecicsof be* 
ings, and in fuch a condition. But feeing 
WC arc free agents, and \vcak, inftead of 

tempting 
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S ERM. tempting us to fin, or even leaving us by his 

I. conftitution in a ftate of indifference to it, 

' he hath done all which was confident with 

our freedom to prevent our falling into it* 

And thus it appeareth, that in the fi-ame of 

our niture the foundations of virtue are laid 

ftrong and deep, and that we are not tempt* 

cd to evil, but rather warned and fortified 

againft it. 

^gain 5 if we confider the adminiftration 
of providence, and the divine condudl to- 
wards all men, we ihall find that the fame 
defign is regularly purfued by methods be- 
coming the wifdom of God, and befi: fuited 
to our condition j the defign, I mean, not 
of tempting us to fin, but preferving us 
from it. As God fent men into the world, 
a fpecies of rational beings, fitted by the ex- 
cellent faculties wherewith he endued them 
for rendering him very important fervice, 
and enjoying a great meafure of happinefs, 
and an higher kind than any other inhabi* 
tants of this earth are capable of^ for con- 
templating the order and beauties of the 
world, and offering to the author of it the 
praife due to him for the manifeftation ^f 
his wifdom and goodnefs, in the inanimate 
and brutal parts of the creation, for imita- 
ting the moral perfections of the fupreme 

Being 
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temptations ta Evit^ not from God. 13 

BciAg himfclf, and thereby partaking ofSBitM. 
tfaofe pleafures which bear the neareft re- I. 
femblance to his owir eternal and immutable ^ 
bleflednefs ; fo he conftantly careth for that 
favourite workmanlhip of his hands. Of 
all the nations of men, who are made to 
dwell on the face of the earth, none are 
without witnefs of their maker's mercies, 
for he continually doth them good, fending 
them rein from hea^en^ and fruitful feafons^ 
and filling their hearts with food and glad-- 
nefs. Now if fuch lenity and kindnefs be 
the chara<9:er of the divine adminiftration, 
what is the tendency of.it ? Is it to tempt^ 
men, to lead them to fin, which is rebel- 
lion againft himfel^ and againfl their own* 
reafon ? That hath been the event, indeed,, 
with many of them, but by a moft ungrate- 
ful aboie of his goodnefs and forbearance^ 
which naturally ought to have led them to 
repentance. But when men had wilfully 
corrupted their ways, and turned the bounty 
of God into lafcivioufnefs, giving themfelves 
up to work wickednefs with greedinefs, 
providence hath fometimcs interpofed in a 
different manner, that is, by awful judg- 
ments, very terrible defolations fuddenly 
fpread over nations or cities. But how have 
fiich diipenfations been: conduced, and with 

what 
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14^ Tjtmpfafi^s to Evil^ ma from God. 

$£itjtf«^atxttanner ofapp^aoo^ on the parted 

I^ the. fbvciic^n ruler ? They bore the marks 
*af his difplcafiire fbr the fins of meo fb vi^ 
fibte, that the moSt ftupid have found th&ta^ 
ielves obliged to acknowle^ it. Is this 
tempting them ? is it not radter ufing the 
beft and moSt e^Fedtual methods for reclaim-* 
ii^ th»nt from fin ? 

And) laftly, if we confider the revelation 
of the gc^pely and tliat whok divine icheme 
contained in it» which Qod in love to man* 
land hath formed kst ouir fatvatiot), we muft 
fee that the whole defigti of it is dir^dly 
<^pofite to the deiign of tempting ; it is ^df 
turn every one of us from wr iniquities. To . 
^is purpofe have we not only our Saviour's 
clew inftru6tions, and the excellent exam- 
ple of his life, but he gave himfelf for us a 
£kcrifice, and fuffered a moft painful and ig- 
nominious death to redeem us from fin, to 
purify unto himfe^ a pecuUar people zeakus 
if good works. AH the promifes, which are 
in him yea and amen^ have this tendency 
and this defign, namely, that we fliould 
tleanfe ourselves from tbeJUthinefs ofthefiefh 
andfpirity andperfeB holmefs in the fear of 
God. In a word, every part of chriftianity 
was intended for the fame end, all its mo- 
tives and all its rules $ but if is particularly 

worthy 
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Temptathm to Evil, mi from Gdd^ )[g 

worthy of our notice, that the fympatby i^Ssitifb 
our Saviour with his difciples, whom he fo h 
loved as to die for them, is reprejfented as^ 
elpecially exerting itfelf for their fuppor t 
under temptations ; thus we are told, Hei^ 
!!• 1 8. J&2 tl)at be bimfdf bath fufert4^ h^ 
ing tempted^ be is able to Juccour them tbaf 
are tempted. And chap* iv, 1 5, We pave 
not an bigb prieji wf^icb cannot be toucbed 
%^itb the feeling of our infrmities^ hut vw 
zn all points tempted as we are^ yet witbout 
fin. We are therefore encouraged t^ come 
boldly to tbe throne of grace ^ that we may 
obtain mercy ^ and find grace to belp in timt 
cfneed^ grace to refift and conquer tempta- 
tions. For this purpofe is the afliftance of 
the Holy Spirit given tochriflians, all who^ 
operations on their minds, declared in fcrip- 
tare, have this tendency, that they may be 
enabled to refift and to conquer temptations. 
And the difpofition of things by divine proe- 
vidence» and ordering all the circumftances 
in our condition, is reprefented in icri^ture 
as carrying on the fame defign. Sometime 
indeed, we are told that f^rovidence fuffer- 
eth men to fall into foares^ nay, and Uyeth 
ftumWing- blocks in their way; but the 
ftrongeft expreffions of this fort mcfttt )n9 
more than that feeki^ Unners violently br^k 

torbugh 
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l6 temptations to Evily not from God. 

Serm. through the reftraints from finful courfeS 
which providence had laid them under j for 
thus the fcripture *teacheth, and our own 
experience confirmeth it \ they are then fuf- 
fered to walk in their own counfels, which 
is the true meaning of the fcripture cxpref- 
fions referred to concerning wicked men, 
who are permitted to go ftill further on in 
their evil ways, and abandoned to the hard-- 
nefs of their hearts. But for the general 
tenor of the divine adminiftration towards 
men, it defignedly favoureth their efcape 
from temptations, and dircdteth them to the 
paths of virtue, if they had wiidom to ob- 
ierve it ^ and, efpecially, the fcripture aflii* 
reth us, that the condud of providence to* 
Wards chriftians, is quite contrary to tempt- 
ing them 5 it tendeth to fupport them againft 
temptation, and to enable them to overcome 
it; I Cor. X. 13. ^ere hath no temptation 
taken you but fuch as is common to men^ and 
therefore refiftible by human flrength, fo 
kind hath providence been 5 but depend al- 
ways for the fiiture on God's care, for he is^ 
faithful^ and mil notfufferyou to be tempted 
above that ye are able ; not only he will not 
tempt you himfelf, but not fuffer others to 
tempt you above your abilities j and will, 
yntb the temptation^ which he permitteth, 
3 make 
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fem^JSitmi to S)mi% wtfim Qod^ |? 

maie^ a wijf fot^ efciipe^ jk thi$t you may if §? R J«#' 
aile to hear it, I na^e OQW (;tid?»Tovred t0 1% 
confiirm the a|Wftle!s aflcrtioo \a wjr text, ' 
that Ocid^ who is not himfctf tempted with 
*^, Uifimtdy ptirei per£^ly av^rfe to evci^ 
kia4 ami degree of naoral turpitifde^ aud 
ahove the pofflbility of being dr^wa itAq it^ 
doth not tempt any mad ^ on the eemtrary^ 
that the tendency of iU his Wprk< and ways 
towards mankind, in the conilitntion of th0 
humaa natore, in the c^pofitiom of povi^ 
dence, and the golpel grace, isr to preferve 
them from evil, and to refcu6 them when 
fallen into it$ to recover degenerate and 
corrupted mankind tp integrity^ to lead them 
W the way of tightepufnefc an^ vijtue, to 
the perfe<ftion of it, a$ the ^dp^ end of 
their heing, and their higheft h^ploe^. 
, Th^'»xt obfervjitiQn rckt^th.tp the 66* 
eefiHy .a»d uaporfawe pf thij? d^^irwi 
The appf^e de|irefeth it ^t a point h? lay^^ 
cth gtf at ftreia upon y kt no ip^fa^r v^beti 
be is Umpted^ I 4m tempu4 pf Qndy let 
every chriftian he always aware of thf evil 
tendency of fiich % fiu'fnifei and ^e/}y!e4 
that he doth not entertain it And ha^ingj 
to eftablifh it$ in this belief, trgced p|ir fins 
and temptations bo their true fpriqg, and 
g^vea an account of them quite ^ii^erent 
VpL, IV. C ffom 
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i^ i'iihptatiom to Etfil, not ftotnGoS. 

S E R M. from their being originally from God, "name?- - 
lr_ly, that^they take their rife from* the'^luft^ 
'of th^ -heart, the conception whereof intro* 
duceth fin, which,' when it is finiflicd by the 
confent ofthe mind, ehdeth in death; the 
apoftte, I fay, then repeatctfi an ear neft cau- 
tion agaiAft this error, fo folicitous he was 
to preferve chriftians from it, ver, i6. 2>^ 
not err^ tny ieloveJ brethren^ that is, by im- 
puting^' in any manner or degree; your fins 
or temptations to Godj in oppofition to 
which he declareth, ver. 17. every good and 
every perfeSi gift is from aboVe^ and cometb 
down from the Father of UghtSy with whom 
there 'is no variahlenefs^ neither Jhadow of 
turning. All the moral capacities and af- 
fedlions of our nature, and all the gifts of 
grace, are from the eternal Father, the pure 
fountain of intelledual light and happineis^ 
who cannot be fo inconfiftent with himftlf, 
as to be the author of darknefs, fin, and 
. mifcry\ for there is no fhadow of turning 
with him, there, is really no poflibility, and 
we ;ought never to imagine an appearance 
of Tiis turning from good to evil. 

The neceflity and importance of this doc- 
trihe may be further illuftrated by confider- 
1n^, J5& the one hand, the danger of men^s 
"falling Into oppofite fentimcnts or prefumpu 

tiona 
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it^mptuiions tQ E^ii} not from Codt igl. 

tions in their miqds, which have a very badS£RM< 
tendency i and on the other liand^ the; great L 
advantage to the ends of religion which will^ 
arife J&om an inviolable adherence, and a 
eareful attention to it. Some^ indeed, to 
ihon the dangerous mifiake of imputing fin 
and temptation to God as inanyrefpe^ its 
caofej have run into the oppofite equally 
abfiird extreme of withdrawing moral evil 
altog^er from under God's government of 
the worlds and deriving it from an original 
independent evil principle ^ which fcbeme, 
as it deftroyeth the true notion of vice (con*- 
fequently of virtue) repreicnting it not as the 
voluntary ad of imperfed intelligent beings^ 
but as flowing from ah independent iiecef-^ 
fity of nature ; fo, undct" a pretence of re- 
fped to the goodnefs of God^ which at the 
lame time it rendereth infufficient, it deni-« 
eth^hls fupreme power and univerfal domi- 
nion. The generality of chyiftians, owning 
the unity of (joA^ do alfo acknowledge his 
perfect purity and goodnefs^ and in wordSi 
at leaftj deny him %q be the author of fin j 
but I am afraid the opuiions received among 
fome of them,' are not perfedly confident 
with thefe true principles^ and that in their 
CQnfequences^ at Iqafl, they tend tq the errors 
againfl which the apoftle here warncth «s* 
C 2 For 
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^ ^emptatiimsto Mmty fioffrmGodt 

8e * M. I^or inftailce, to reprefcnt the naturd «f ift^ 

1. ds fo corrBpited, Without aiiy perfofial fkulf 

^ of theirs (of which original defw^Vity, ther©* 

fore, fuppofcd to be coilvcy«d With ot* irery 

b^ing, a man's confbifcncd' cannot accufe? 

him) that tliey are undh* a fittaf neceffiff of 

finning, and that it is dttdriy i mp tilBb fc fbf 

them to do any thing Which is-gcMd; What 

thoughts can a nran have of -tiiiSv btft UlieiA 

k is the appointed cionditioh of' his being, 

to be refblved ultimatety intd the Wilt df hk 

maker, joSt Kkd th^ iho^tnefr oP his atdibt^ 

ftandtngy the imperfe6Hon of ht» ftnibs-, of 

even the ^ailty of his body } Theft latter 

fort of infirmities may very wen be attHbtr- 

tied to Ood as the author of them, v<^thoDt 

any dUhononrable impniatkm, but criihind 

weaknefTes, gililt impnted, io i^ieft ikidh 

Were no way ocHifetoting, and Hn §o infepa- 

rably cleaving to their nature, as^ to be tbeiir 

Very cbn^tution, and uttbffy unavoidable ; 

this, I doubt, cannot be accounted for widi- 

<out glvbg men fbnie handle to &y drey ait 

tetftptfed of God j: ndT doth the dl#en!ty 

feem to be folvod, aad die divine purity and 

goddnefs upon this principle vindiut^ by 

die hypothefis rf an c^ginal ofFeiice, b 

which no man, who was not then in beiiig, 

can think he had any participation. 

The 
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TempMivnio JBt?f7, natfrmiStuL «i 

Tb^ iCQunfilk of God cooceraing hiciisSbrh* 
&»9 mi t^ t^e^bcy ^il^ds providmoe dboiit I* 
them, pot IB .^vtftmliog Uie iffuci |)iut ia 
«feexC»iMieg> i^ il>)r ils inflti^¥:c ifttei:mkif 
iPgi^W, P&j«(efldifigpv»i^^ Qu^talfotb 

%om aneenity ius Ibeai&w all diingB wfaick 
ev^ cooae 1:0 ;pafs, jcven the wodb .adione 
of ills icre^tfiic^, is a fMrinoipIe which^ I 
bc^, may be«mimained wkfa^eat&lety; 
^r £mfde pmfoience iiatii Jio inanner of 
cfibS: joa itfae(iiitiEitty of things^ more than 
isQce donowledge 'iiath oa what is fM-efe^t ; 
aod tQMf(pQ& ibsit lie E<flually doi}i, and 
Jatad JDtfore jdcfterminc|d ib> bdng good ^t 
aof ibe «vil wgrks to the being, of which he 
4fi >no \;ny aoed&y, is moft worthy of bis 
ffir&^xfiftitu^^ and goodnefs. £ut a pe- 
.MApfory ide^ree qonceming the being of 
jQf ^^tfjl wontkB^ aod in pmfuancpe of it, 
ia pofittTje io^uenc^ 00 the iigent^ nay, and 
"^3 it :kia^e4, ao inwaid .phyfical fredeUr-- 
^mftirifmi^tfifft& them s <the£b notions^ lam 
-afisaid^ oatmot woU: encnigh be reconciled to 
fthe moral pcifo&iM& :df (the deity, thoo^ 
^<do420t4|iiefHoR l>ut tfomeiiave gone into 
4kem with very pious intentions, and.^ven 
ilfom a fflilbken ^refpedt to his abibhste fu« 
premacy and independence. My bretdiren, 

C 3 let 
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tt Temptations to BoiJ^ not from God. 

^£^M. let us always be Ten/iUe of the weakne& of 
r^ our own underftandlngs, and with the greateft 
^charity to others, afraid for ourfelves, of en- 
tering into abftrufe fpepulations out of our 
depth, particularly fuch as may have even a 
remote tendency to difparage the moral cha- 
rafier of die Supreme Being, the belief oT' 
which, in^ the fulleft and cleareft manner, n 
the true foundation of religion, and of a 
conilant abhorrence of all fin. It is natund 
for meAJto make excufes for their faults^ 
which tend indiredly to lay bkme cvea 
upon their maker ; of this we have an early 
lexample in the repreientation which ili^^x 
giveth of the divine proceedings to the con- 
yi<abn of 4dam after his fall ; when he 
was chalknged for his tranfgreflion, he en« 
deavoureth, in fbme meafure, to excufe him- 
felf by laying ^he feult, firft, on another, 
who was inflnimental in it, and more re- 
piotely on God himfeif ; let us not cover 
our tra^fgreflions like Adam^ which ^o^ 
difclaimeth, chap. xxxL 33, efpecially by 
^ch pretences as* tend to reproach the ho- 
lineiis of God, by infinuating t)iat he hath 
any (he leaft accefiion to them^ but acknowr 
ledge that we ourfelves are the compleat 
paufep of all the moral evil ever committed 
by us. 

3 This 
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^^^MiensU Eidh not from^ God.^ 23 

: Thfe kadeth us t(ftheo|her q>i)fidmtbiiS£RM. 
lor illpflrat]^ the neccflky and unpo]:tanca ^* 
of the apoftle's do<3xinc in the tejft, n^picly^^ ^ ^ 
the g^eftt advantage and ufefulnds of^^t l^ 
t^e entia.pf religionj and with, this HluJ^r^ 
tipn I fhall conclude the prefent diicourfe^ 
recomtn^bg to. yoii the feveral partlculara 
which (hall be mentioned, as the prope;: 
p^aftical improvement of this fubie<a. And^ 
firft of all, that God is not . tempted., yvith 
cyil, neither tempteth any man, tendeth tp 
pfefervp in our minds the highed eileepi 
and reverence for; him. It is not po0ib)e 
for us to have a venoratlon for a tempter, it 
is a charaiS^r in.which.jcomiption. and illr 
will meet, and they arc both deteftabl?. In 
proportion ftill as we believe and (jopfidef 
Ip^od's hatred of fin, and that he iis fo good 
as unalterably to will the prevention of it, 
and to do always everything which is fit 
and reafonaljle to be done, and worthy ctf 
his other perfections, it\ order to it; our 
refpeiQ: for him, as the beft and moft ex- 
cellent of all beings, will remain and inr 
creafc; and it will diminifh as we entertain 
any Contrary notions, and with it all reli- 
gious difpoQtions will be abated, Secondly^ 
This doctrine tendeth to beget and coo- 
firm in us an utter abhorrence of fin, becauCb 

C4 it 
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84 i^mptatidksfdE^^y ndtfnmO»i4 

StRi^.it h i3ijb ib|Ag 0od fe^etfa^ «kI will htiy« 

I- notbipg to jA^i lid kkid of cc^n^nipatidii 
^^'^V^wW^it. The t)pfei<» ^iph ttwfiy <^ 

it lipntmrablc) fet this be ^ pfcfeyvatifrc to 
tis from t, tUt jret God is perfeftly ft«s 
from all thtoftH ft^t^ude hifhfelf, and he h 
too^Qod iitA too pnik to give any kio^ ^ 
|t the leaft troutxtdnatice Jti }ii$ wor(fa${!>pers: 
But bow oftcQ do tnett mifeonftmc the di-» 
vine ctindtijft, ib as t6 i}hd ^ pretence for 
IptxagittlDg that, at leaft/ he $s trot dffpfcafed 
ip^riththeiriihsf, ^ercfcythcyliardcn tlicm- 
ffclvesjn wickedtitef^f Thusin^l^ 21. 
^hners are reprcferfted as abufing Ood>s pa- 
tiehce to their enconragejncnt in fihfiil ^^otfff 
ifes, as if it were to hetmdttftopd thatli^ 
coutttenaiiccd and abetkcd them, whicjiiaa 
Mnd of tempting. 'I ieftjllenc^, and liim 
thought ejl thai I njdas jucb an one its thyfeff. 
Bntkt us alway^/diefifh this perfiiafiton in 
our. ftiiridS, that fin ^is an* ahomination to 
JAtri, kn& that he wbiild^have alf his rcafon- 
able creatures to abftahi from it, w^hotit 
' whidi it i§ impofflble to plcafc hiin. 'Ttfirdly, 
kt ns remember that though we arc in aibte 
tif infirmity, and muftexprfttobctetnpted^ 
yet this is our comTort anden^puragement, 

that 
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ti«lt tSod is fui pQMy to tfafl&(tsnpi»tiiN)S»$Sftl< 

The <ik'ei6%4)p^M latere^ pfwt)n^ 
sod^mH^ k il^i worki, kmt tbeSr oppofit^ 
fMtpds 4ifi4 -abtttcn^ ikut fupmne |Krmr 
^ted wifilotii c^iMl ^ txi the4de cf teivLi 
Tbe cai^ tborelbpe, ^ iwtml fhnttifinaMjr 
tilpMpli) whMitiiAyenpouragePDstdGdat)^ 
td iui})6re to k. This is MX iftObly a ^left* 

IMA Itmggibg with tidmpttttioiiS) v^^^^Pf^ 
it «» ills 43Wn <$a&y mid li^talre liimfctf to 
<Sbd» ^ not aii iwccsincefned i^dSiator of ^bat 
the&nptcRte ^ci^ledi a tpifiiul war&ie, nsd 
tliegaqdJ^CiQf&itfa^ but asdttterlyavttfe 
to the defign of temptations, and gs the 
the friend of confliding virtue, who, accord- 
ing to his promife, will not fufier his fer? 
v^nts to be tempted above their £^bilityt 
St. Peter telleth us, that the Lord knowetb 
bow to deliver the godly out of temptation^ 
2 epift. ii. 9. and he biddeth us hope firon^ 
the power of God, as wgU as his wifdom j 
for whp, faith he, i epift, iii, 13, is be that 
mil i>earin you^ if ye ke followers of tbat 
wbicb is good. Let us therefore always put 
ourfelvcs under the divine prqtedioni an4 
pray, as our Saviour hath taught us, lead 
us not into temptation \ cither by thy good 
2 providence 
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ifi: ^emptoHtmi fy.Bvil, not frtrth Gid. 

is ERIH. providence prevent the occafionsof temptsu 

I* tion^ or ftipport us fo ag^inft their power» 
that they may not prevail to draw us into 
fin, (^aftly, what we are tangbt concern- 
ing God, m«y be^ applied as a pattern for 
our imitation. He temptetb no man; let 
us follow him as dear^ cbUdretiy and never 
tempt any man i . let no one lay a JlumhUng^ 
bbcky or an occ^n of falling before his bro^ 
tberi kt na\^ne be ib much as indiiFerent 
whether his brother fland or fall 3 it is gbr* 
cious, it is god-like, to do all in our power 
for promoting pure religion, to inftradt thd 
ignorant, to comfort the feeble- mindad, 
aiid to ftrengtben our weak fellow ^chci^ 
ilians. 
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SERMON IL 

Men tempted to E v il by their own 
Lusts. 

JAMES I. 14, 

But every man is fempted^ when he is drawn 
a^ay of his own Juji and enticed. 

IT Ss very n€ccfl&ry for chriftians, ^ndSiRM. 
very ufcful to the conduft of life, to un- !!• 
^^riland aright the dodrine of temptations^ ' 
4Dktiow whence they proceed and derive 
their force, and how we may arm ourfelves 
in the beft ipMnner a^inft them. We meet 
with them (o ofteni and are in fo great daii* 
sger of being diiwA into iin through their 
influence, it muft be highly advantageous 16 
Hbewell acquainted with their true nature 
and tendency, and with the utmoft extent of 
Aeir power, that fo we may take proper 
'^pMdiutidnsagainft them, and be always pre* 
pared to make our defence. Upon this 
fubjed St* James teacheth us two very im- 
portant lemons 3 
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2 8 Men tempted to l^vil hy their own Lufli. 
6erm. Firft^ That God, in all his works and 
IL ways, the whole of hji^ ^dn^iftration to- 
wards mankind, '^ndctfe paffcdUy clear of 
tempting any of them to moral evil 3 he is 
A(tt iit t^ l^ail degree 6r iii an^ part of his 
condud, by ?i faij: qo^f^KUjftion upon it, ac-- 
ceflary to any one of their offences : Which 
thf« apoftlfi aflfftftth with great carncftnefs ^ 
a principle of the utmoft importance to be 
firmly believW anfl diee^y impreflcd on our 
jcninds ; kt^ no mqnfa^ Qsl hito jged with 
abhorrence any fuggeftioo tat ^r^aiie which 
hath fuch a tendency) thai he is tempted of 
CW, for the M ^ot tempT»dmthie»il^ neitbff^ 
4iff ke tempi ^fmmp TWsItwt^wwurfti 
jas> explain jand proyeio fttibritm ^difooorft^ 

^ TK«>|bcoi^i()^^M^w^ 

4iVM\S, TOW tp: b<^ qq«£4fifMl» c^tHMMtOfk^ 

•IbiSt ^^t]»ati^imieiHvl/tw3ft>ule^:ai^ 
«f fthetQi5igi9:^f /tn ,to tflvfrgr i)fiftiQ^j^fa. 
-fon, -that .wWcb really is ^ ^jwr^g lof jwff* 
n^ilisg tpmpWipP^ «6 ii>p rpwB 4»ft| ^ 
-^very nmn ifi t^ted f%fiken4^ is^dfWim 4Wtf 
V ^^ fl^ff '^y? ^</ i««*Vp^* Jifi^!bnt)lhnt 
ftiierQiare lothcr iMfRpt«fs,. hothcpf oPiwlliB^ 

Jicit to fin^j they may ufe p^cfiu&lnci J»d A 

variety 
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Hen Hmp(td ti Biiithy fbeU- own Lu/is. ' ±^ 
tttrietjr of (bbttl dc!cditAs¥ &rf9; but fhe^S£itJ«. 
ttmptafidflai tf^ch ^it att dttxr^tliek grM^ ^ 11; 
dft foitfc, ^tii ar< tNMflblve» tti« mufi: dt^n^ ' 
gefdtffr, aitt' Irom^ wHhin'} dur cmn kills, m 
tl^ are isatt^id, tUtat 4's, dttr lot^dr a^pietkeiB- 
attd|>a^A^ For Mtphinifll this Sobjedt) I 

wnr 

Firjt, Cbnfid^f tfidlt pitcteylar] f WftAtr is: 

meant by ftiftr 
Secofedfy, How mitt are tewpted By k^ 

bcittg drawir away and enticed to cvik ' 
ITiffrdfy, ^ew tfiat here we may feftotrf 

inqnby/ as td all vateaMe piwpofes <4 

it, concettring the origin (^ &» m our- 

fclVes. • 

Firjfi WhUt 1* ttieaBt by loft. Td tf iv^ 
derfbnd Ais we muft look into- the inferior 
|Kirt of die human cmiMttttion. Sinte ft 
pleafed Ood to form m^n as^ he is^ com- 
po«idd«4 df fledi and f|)h:it, it was ncceffiry 
tjbeiv fhbtkld %); k hit nmnre aiOTeaions ftrit- 
"abletoboth J Tharth6 aninwl fife itfdf, low 
$s if is, ihotild haf c enjoyments annexed to il, 
W4S worthy of its Maker's goodncfsj and 
his Wifilom is mantfefted' as providing in the 
bdft tftafiner for the Ih'efervaiion of his oyih 
W«ak fcy the fcflfts, appetites, and inftirtfls 

planted 
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30 Men tempUd to Bvil by their own Lufis^ 
SsuM^ptsuited in the human foul, whereby kjj». 
lit determined with prom^tnefs and pleafiire to , 
'fervc the neceflary purpofea of the prefent 
life. Hence arifeth a diverfirj^ of interefta 
in the iame pO'fiMU The fuperiw powers 
and afieAioos of his nature mpft be duly 
exerci^ and their proper objects purfued^ 
otherwife the principal ends of his being are 
not attained, nor his higheft h^ppinefs : At 
the fame time the body deraandeth fome 
part of his cares. It is very evident, that the 
vri& Author of our firame intended a har- 
mony in it, which appeareth to be defigned 
in all his works, and in order to tbis^ a 
fubordination of the body and its concerns 
to thofe of the mind. But man being a 
free agent, it is in his power to violate the 
cxdsx of nature, by ^ving a g^ter at- 
tention than is fit to his lower, intereils, 
and by negledting to Cultivate his fuperior 
capacities and determinations, smd to purfu^ 
their true ends. This leadeth us to a true 
notion of what the apoftie calleth luft; it 
fignifieth the whole of thoile aife^ns^d 
pafHons which take their rife from the body 
and the animal port of our natuife, and 
which terminate in the enjoymeots and con- 
veniencics of our prefent f^te, [as diftinguifli^ 
ed from the moral powers anji pleafures of 

the 
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Men tempted to- Evil hy their o^jun Lufti^ 5 1 
the miild, and the perfeftion of them, Sir M* 
Which requircth our chief application as be- H, 
ing our principal concern and ultimate hap- 
pinefs. That inferior part of our conftitu** 
tion, in itfelf innocent and neceflSiry for fach 
beings, yet giveth the occafion whereby we, 
abufing our liberty, are drawn away and 
enticed to evil by various wajrs ; fuch as, 
vehement defires beyond the real value of 
theotjeds; an immoderate indulgence in 
the gratification of thofe defires, either in 
inftances which are prohibited by reafon and 
the laws of God, or even within the licenfed 
kinds, above the proper limits which the 
end of fuch gratification hath fixed; all 
tending to weaken the devout and virtuous 
affedions which are the glory of our nature 
and the diftinguifhing excellence of man; 
to enervate the'mind, and violate confcicncc, 
or that fenfe of right and wrong which God 
hath placed in us as the guide of our a&ions; 
Other affedions alfo tempt us, as forrow, 
which often through our weakncfs exceed- 
cth in proportion the event which is the 
occafion of it ; fear of fome future appre- 
hended calamity or diftrefs, often magnhied 
by the imagination ; and anger, which ought 
only to aim at our own defence againft in- 
juries, but for the moft part is accompanied 

with 
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h^ikii. with a kcea ddire of hurting, the kijwioua^ 
n« AU thc^ when ^ntertaiacd a^ad tcA^ ia 
^the mind, break its compo&uc^ man* kf 
enjcyment^^ imiit it for its beft exerciibs^ 
0Bd frc^^oently precipitate meq inta thoie 
a£l;ions and icourfes whidi their own confcit 
ences diiapprijve* 

We may £nthcr ofafcrve, ikisA besides the 
tiripoal afie£ti6ns^ i^>petites^ and paffiwis^ 
planted in our natiiiey of the lower kii^^ 
and relating only to the animal U^, and 
i3m preient outward ftate of things^ whence 
teniptations arife» luft alfo comprehendeth 
ftcondary d^es(, and which npiay be fp[id 
to be contiraded^ being occafioncd by <^ 
&ryation» experiehce, and cuftom. And the 
pdndpal objeds of them are thofe things 
which we &id| or imagine, to be the means 
of gratifying our <M:igiml defires^ c^ which 
are fuppofed to have fome connection with 
efae dl;ge& of our original aii^dion&» For 
tatamf^ as wealdi and power are known 
4io afibrd varioaa enjoyments^ and the more 
l^ndfitl means of gratifying all the defina 
<kf men, both of the private and public, the 
vifiiuus and &e fenfiial kind, tbere^e am 
tbqr ths objods of deiires, which become 
&oog lufts^ whereby multitudes are drawn 
away and entked to eviL To eooclude this 

head» 



Digi 



tized by Google 



Me^ tentpied to Evil by their own Lujlu ^ 5 
liead, lihink the apoftle St. Join's divifionSERM. 
of liift is the moft ufefiil to the piirpofe of H. 
inftriiaing chriftians how they (hould cdh- 
dudt themfelVes fo aS to avoid ttmptationS, 
He cj^horteth tis, i epift. ii. 15, hot to love 
the worldy neither the things of the world i 
and what thofe things are, he explaineth in 
the following words, t^cr, 16. fir all that ii 
ih the world, the lujis of tbejlefh, the lufts 
of the eyesy dnd ihe pride bflife, is not ofthi 
Father, but is of the world. What in th6 ^ 
prefeht ftate of ttial and weakncfs you ought 
to gttard agaihft ah cxceffiVc foridhcfs for, 
as being drdinarlly in <he ^rcateft danget 
irom it, which Worldly men cagctljr purfue, 
but they^ are mifled by it from the love and 
iaiitatioh of God, and obedience t6 his laws j 
that is, either fenftial enjoyment in any. 
branch of It^ the gratification of carnal de- 
fires, \Vhereby yoii may be led into a vo^ 
fuptuous courfc of life, intempe^ancfe of any 
kind, luxury or lafcivioufnefsT, taaking pro^ 
vifion fot the flefh to fulfil the affedions of 
it; dr filVer and gold, ftately ' houfes, fin^ 
equipage, and giy apparel, or an;^ thing of 
a like kind. Which pleafeth the ejre and the 
fancy j or, laftly, worldly honours and gran- 
deor, the applaufe of meti, high ftati6n$, 
fplendid titles, and places of po^wer, whepe* 

Vol. IV. D by 
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34 Men tempted to Evil by their cwn Lufti. 
Serm. by fome. are raifed to a condition of emi- 

M» nency above others : Thefe are the hifts of 
^ men's hearts, by which they are drawn 
away and enticed to fin. It is not ncceflary 
to enlarge on the other affedlions and paf- 
lions of the human nature, which are in a 
different manner the fources of temptation^ 
on thofe forrows which work deaths on thoje 
fean which bring them into fnares^ and that 
wrath of man which worketb not the righte-^ 
oufnefs of God 'j nor yet on the inclinations 
and propenfities of various kinds which can- 
not be called fo ftrid;ly natural, but are con- 
traded and acquired firom different occafions 
and cauics, as education, cufloms, and opi- 
nions which men have gone into. What 
hath been already laid may be eafily ap- 
plied to all thefe, and is fuificient to explain 
them fb far as the prefent d^fign requireth, 
that is, diat we may underftaqd what is 
meant by lufl, comprehending the whole 
cpmpafs of the afSe<:^ons, pafSons, and pro^ 
|>enfities of every kind that ^e in the heart, 
diflindt from . the rational and mor^ powers 
ojf the foiil, and whereby, as the occafion 
of it, men are, milled from t^eir duty, I 
cpine now, 

Sec(mdly,ToQmMtxhsmtmBds»Xem^ 
cdl^iilll; being dawn away god otticed 

And 
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Men tempted h Evil hy their Own Lujis^ 5^ 
And here what I would principally obferve SeUM* 
is, that lulls are only the occafions or temp- !!• 
tations to moral cvil^ not neccffitating caufes. ' 
The mind is free, and voluntarily detcrmi'- 
neth itfelf upon the fuggeftions of appetite* 
and paffions, not irrefiftibly governed by 
them; to fay otherwifej is to reproach the 
conftitution and the author of it 5 and fpf 
men to lay upon him the blame of their own 
faults, which yet, their confciences cannot 
help taking to thenifdvcs. But experience 
fhewcth, that whettas the motions of appe* 
tite and paffion dre common to men, fome 
fuflfer themfelves t6 be hurried away by 
them without any reftraint, always to theiif 
felf- condemnation, and the difiipprobation 
of the reft of mankind who know it^ while 
other men of like paffions peremptorily re- 
je6l their folicitations in forbidden inftances^ 
always to their praife and the inwatd fatil^ 
faction of their own mind. Let us reflect 
on what paffeth in our own heart on fuch 
occafions, to which none of us can be 
Grangers 5 atid we fliall be convinced that 
we have the power of controuling the in- 
clinations and tendencies which arifc in our 
mind, or not confenting to them, and a 
power of fufpending our confent till we have 
ferther confidered the motives of aftion, 
D 2 and 
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36 Men tempted to Evil by their own LuJiSt. 
Ser M.and that this is a power often exerted by us* 

11. The moft vehement defires of meat and 
drink are rcfifted upon an apprehenfion of 
danger i the love of money, and the love 
of honour^ are checked, and their flrongeft 
folicitations fometimcs utterly denied, thro* 
the fuperior force of contrary paffions, or 
upon motives of confcience. Are not we 
confcious of a power to apply the attention 
of our minds to motives which urge to ac- 
tions diredtly oppoilte to thofe which our 
appetites tempt us to, or to a refolved for- 
bearance of thofe adtions i and do not our 
hearts often reproach us for not thus enga- 
ging our attention ? All which clearly fhew- 
cth that we are under no conftraint by our 
own lufls, and that temptation only, in the 
ilrideft and moft proper fenfe, proceedeth 
from then^, not fin itfelf neceflarily, nor 
gny otherwifc than by an abufe of our free- 
agency, by a voluntary, and therefore cri- 
ipdinal confent. . Not only fo, but the op- 
pofite affeftions, the virtuous and good, 
though they do not neceflarily produce the 
pradlice of virtue (we find ourfelves able to 
refift them, and very often do it) yet are 
they of greater force in the human conftitu- 
tion than the lower inclinations, or, what 
St PaulQdXkih thp law of the mindy is fu- 
perior 
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Men tempted to Evil By their own Lujls. 37 
perior to the law in the members^ and hathSERM. 
a greater fanftion added to it 5 a much higher 11. 
pleafure is the reward of obedience to it, "^ 
and the mod fcvere penalty, of bitter felf-^ 
reproaches is annexed to difobedience > 
whereas thwarting the oppofite law pro* 
duceth inward fatisfaftion and peace. Wd 
muft, therefore, conclude, that the firft mo-i 
tions of luft, or of appetite and paffion in the 
mind, are not fins ^ and it is a dangerous; 
miftake to think they afci tending to caufe-* 
lefs fcruples apd utleafineis in the m^inds of 
good men ■ and which is worfe, to difho-. 
nourable and unbecoming thoughts concern-; 
ing God; I'fay, thcy^att pot fin^'for the 
reafbns which hayc bc4n kiflfiuated> namely, 
that they are not ift 6Ui^ |ioW6i?j I meah, asr 
to their being or n6t >b*kigi i^nd ^c.ara 
fore our wife, equitable, and good lawgiver 
doth not require imppiffibilitie^ ; at)d becdufc: 
they are. die natiical growth of our cofif^Un 
tion ; and if they iaiser ta be reckoned fihSt atj 
all, they art| t^e iina of th^ conftitution^ 
which every one mdy fee where it will tnA^ 
and to whofc account, it 'mikft be.chatgcd, 
not the fins of the iiae-agant^ oa t^^hofe 
will they da not d^ead; Let .us fuppofc . 
the cafe of one-man tempting another; he 
rcprefentcth to his.imnd the idea of pleafure. 
D 3 \v. OK 
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jS Men tempted t\^ E^ll fy.tbeir vnvnLufti. 
ScRM* or advaatage-of feme kind, to accompany 

lit the adida; he fdiciteth him to : Is this any 
fault oa the part of the tempted, povided 
he doth not confent to the CTiminal a<ft, but 
bath only the Ample apprehenfion of the 
pleafure or advantage propofed ? And is not 
the cafe parallel, of him, to whofe mind the 
idea of ih^ plea&re or advantage is prefented. 
by his own luft» but he with, equal uite- 
grhy re&feth his confent to the finful means 
of obtaining it.?. For inftance, the dcl|rc ol* 
riches is in Itfelf lawful ; Suppofc thenthafi 
the ftiggeftion Griffith in a man*s mi^, that 
by fome: iUbtle frau^, or by an aft of vie- 
krice, l^ faulty parl«»<)oy, with-«-hoWing 
an a^tiof gcnefous.,eg*ity or beneficence, 
which rdigious virtue recommendeth,. riches 
jnay-bc fecc|Uired ^ [encEpafed j ftccordii^ly 
the iBngu^ «ftion, t)r ^the mean and fordid 
reiblution, is propodoi ; this ia the tempt^^ 
tion, b« it goeth im/arthcr, the propirfal 
fe rejected ^id^ firm: tcfohrcd honcfty and 
good al^dion^ andv. the. direiSUy . contrary is 
phofen and executed, . In this cafe, l0)ak€t 
no di®(Uilty in feying, tibere is jk> more fiq 
comnutted, th$u^ if the tetsptjttion had beeq 
offered by another pcrfon, To illuftrato 
this £iTther, let us obferve what we are all 
agreed hi beUcving> a§ a »aft45crtain tmtfe, 
4 ". ^ " " tbftt 
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Men tempted to Evil fy their own Lujls. 39 
that our Lord Jefus Cbrifl was perfe<fUy in- Serm* 
iU)ceiit i he had noiin^ but wa^holy, harai*- !!• 
kis^, aiHl Mndeiiled i . yet having ailumed the ^ 
Ironaatf nature^, with alt its finlefs infirmi- 
tie«) he h^d appetites fiich as wc have^ that 
k, uneafy fcn&tioiis, with defires to the 
obje^9 fit to removf; them $ he had hwger^ 
as^ ^irft, and wourmefs^ as the gofpel ex- 
freffly J&itfa, widi defires of meat, and ikink, 
aod eeft 5 was. there any guilt in all this ? 
One inilance is very remarkable iir the ap- 
proach Qi his lait extream fulTeriog, in which 
he •(f^bq>itted tx> l^yiiW of his Father, fo 
as pecli^ly to {4e^e him ; we find him 
thw ftvfin%^ Luie xxil 42^ Father^ if thou 
i<wUingy remove tbit cup from me I never* 
tbekfit not my will, but thine be done. The 
plain ipeamng of whidi isdiis; Father, if it 
was coniiftent with the eternal counfels of 
thy dWiac wifilom, and that thy glory and 
the iahnition of men might be equally pro- 
moted iwifihout my fufiering this cruel and 
igQOBittiioos deadly the firft apprehenfions 
that hnman nature hadi of fo fevere and 
hitter a poticn, make me even defire that I 
fliould c&ape it ; but fince, in thy infinite 
wiidom^ and goodnefs, thou knowefi: it fit 
and neceffary that I fbould undergo it, I ac- 
^efeintir^ly^ and fubmit myfelf abfolutely 
D4 " to 
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. '40 Men tempted to Bvil by their G'^Lufis. 

Serm. to thy moft holy will and pkafurc. Here 
"• is a plain cxairiple of the rcluftance rf na- 
ture againft duty, or of defirc arifing from 
the inferior part of the human conftitution 
difagrecable to the will of Cod, which lb 
far may be called a temptation. Nw is. it 
an indigni^ to our Saviour, to fay that he 
was tempted } but tfaoiie defires and reluc* 
tances were conquered by die fuperior force 
of good principles,, which is an illuftrious 
pattern of the moft jierfcfl: virtue, 

It i^ in a way agreeable to what I have 
faid, that St, James delcribeth the whole 
procefs of temptation, evca to^^the compleat? 
ing of iin, and the fatal eiFcift of it, which 
is death; in the words foHowing jliy tfext^ 
he faith, then when luft bath conceived^ it 
bringeth forth fin^ andjiti'whenit is finijhed 
bringeth forth death. . By the. coiiceptions 
pf luft, are meant wha^ J have called the 
motions of appetite and paffion j they are 
the occafions of fin, and tend to . bring it 
forth \ but they are not fins, if they become 
abortive, pr be ftrangled in the biith$ they 
^re not iiqifhed tran%r?ffiQfls ; they die,.and 
ihaU never rife io judgment to our condemr 
pation; they propqfe fin, and even ftrongly 
inqite to it, but if they are refolutely oppo- 
(cd, apd the heart with fixed purpofc de- 

termineth 
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M^fi tempted to Evil by their own Lufts. 4 1 
termineth/agdnft them^ no crime is com*6ER>]i^^ 
initted, nor fhall be imputed. I do not IL 
mean, by all this, that guilt is not con-' 
tradred without the external overt a(9:s to 
which men are tempted $ £0 indeed human 
judicature detcrminet;h, fi)r its cognizance 
cannot reach to! what pa&th in the mind ; 
but God trieth di? hearts. of the phildrcn of 
m^sn, ajid confcience judgeth for him upon 
the.detcrmbatioas of the heart, which are 
known only to itfclf. And we muft be 
convinced this is juft; for^jhe ? inquiry a;id 
the judgn^ent being pq^cQcniog moral evih 
it relat^t]! only (o the prevalent affc<51:ion$, 
the chpices, ^n^ pv^rpofe^ of the mind, in 
which i( is confi^mmated ^ not to external 
a(9ipfls, wjiich may bp prevented through 
want of pqw^r tq r accprnplifh them, pr by 
frane qjidefigned occafion 5 or the mind 
may be hindered to exeput^. i^. ill deligns 
by motives i^ whi(h ther^ is no goodnefs 
at all. But if w? are confcious to ourfelves 
that however we may be tempted from 
within as well as from v^Uhpvt, however 
we may be folicited to eyil by the reprefen- 
tations of ple^Uure, profit, honour, danger, 
9r whatever the teipptation be; yet that 
the propofed choice and purpofe is pe- 
fcmptorilj^ refufed, we ftand clear in the 

^ ' judgment 
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42 lli^n i&npted U E^il hy their ^ tnm /»aj^. 
$£ It M. jodgtmnt of our own G<Miicieiiees^ and have 
U* DO f^afofi to a|>pr€heBd the judgment of 
God againft us. I come noiw; in the 

. Tlnrd place, to ^hewv that ia the account 
which the text givetb> we may reft our in* 
quiiy, as to all ^ valuable pm^fes of it^ 
concerning the origin of. fin in ourielve^ 
The trne end of fuch in^iry, is our pre* 
lervatbn and deliverance fh)^ fin^ thtt'Wft 
may know hofvr to avoid it,- or repent of 'it 
wheb cothmkted ; excepting fo far as they 
contribute to thofe ehd^ ^etulations about 
it are curious but unprofitable. Now, from 
the apoftle^s inftruSiott we have fcen thai 
iSn is not from God ; he cannfet hiinfelf be 
tempted with evil, neither doth he tempt 
any man 5 that, indeed, the principal occa- 
ficMi of it is the infirmity of our own cohfti- 
tiition; but fin doth not necefi&rily atife 
even from that i we are tempted, it is trae, 
by our lufts, or the appetites and paffions bi 
ocHT nature, and the propenfities which we 
have contrafted, but we ourfclves, volun^ 
tary confcbus agents, are the fok, compleat^ 
and adequate caufes of our own tranfgrelV 
fions 5 we have ourfelves whdly to blame 
for them, and the heart of every one of us 
ihould fmite and reproach us^ taking to us 

iham? 
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Men tempted t^ Evil ly their own Lufii. 43 
ihaine aiid coDfufion as guilty; and it IsSerm* 
only a right government of our own fpirits, H. 
the fprings of adion within us, which will ' 
be an effectual fecurity againft fin for the 
future. , The queilion concerning the CM*igia 
of moral evU abflrad;ly, is a very arduous 
one, of an high nature, and emba^rafied 
with great <iii£culties. How came fuch a 
thing into the world, fince the one fuprerae 
governor is infinitely good, finoe the being 
ef every thing that is in the whole feries c^ 
cau&8 and efieifts in the iuniverie, was in hia 
povrer to fcayc prevented^ and within the 
reach of his knowledge to forefee? Parti- 
cularly, why was man made vidith fuch 
weafcneis in a frail tabernacle of ile(h and 
blood, ^iiich not only giv^th pain in it$ 
decays, ononpeth the intelledfcoal powers of 
the mind, and hindereth its progrefs in 
knowledge and fpiritual enjoyments ; but^ 
wbich is worfi: of all, tqa^pteth it to fin, 
tempt(;th ioy that nothing elie can do it ib 
powerfiiUyj not the fubtileft infernal ipirit } 
nay, {b tl^t fnen are apt to^think its temp- 
tations irrefiitiUe, and their very fins a fort 
of conftitutional infelicities } Since this is 
mentioned, and it is what we very naturally 
^11 into, leading to very dangerous miftakes, 
I iball offer ibme things upon it very briefly, 
r ^ which 
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44 Men tempted to Evil by their own Lufts. 
Serm. which may contribute to the quieting our 
II. minds, and prcferving in them right fenti- 
ments concerning God. It ought ftill to be 
acknowledged, that we are in a ftate of 
temptation by divine appointment \ it is very 
natural to think that all rational creatures 
fhould be fo 5 and fuitable to our beft no- 
tions of the deity, of his wifdom, equity, 
and goodnefs, that he ihould put them into 
a ftate of probation, till by bearing their 
trial, and refilling temptations, their inte- 
grity is confirmed, and they are prepared to 
enjoy the reward of it. As in the material, 
fo in the moral world, there arc various or- 
diers of beings, and degrees of perfedion, 
and the wifdom of God is manifcfted in that 
variety. There are bodies celeftial and tcr- 
refirial, which have different glcwries, and 
many diflferent degrees belong to both thcfe 
kinds ; and of intelligent beings, there arc 
many diflferent orders, very unequal in the 
meafure of their perfeftion and enjoyment. 
Can any one take upon him td fay, that in 
ftoring the univcrfe with proper inhabitants, 
there fliould not be a fpecies fo conftituted 
and fo fituated as we are, fo imperfect, and 
fo liable to the danger of moral evil, yet not 
withput fufficient defences againft it ? If it 
be fo;^ we have no reafon to complain, but 
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M€n tempted to Evil by their own Lujis. 45 
to be well contented with the condition ap- Serm. 
pointed for us 5 for the fovereign difpofer, H. 
who himfelf originally made all things, fix- 
cth the whole order of beings who elfc 
could do it ? and placeth the feveral kinds 
in their proper ranks as it feemed good to 
him. The ends to be ferved by this part 
of the uiiiverfal fyflem, the condition of 
man upon earth, what relation it may have 
to other parts of God's great femily, or his 
moral kingdom, comprehending all the kinds 
of rational creatures, this is above our com- 
prehenfion 5 but furely it would be the 
greateft prcfumption and folly, to fay it can 
fcrve no fuch ends, and beareth no fuch re- 
lation as to render it capable of being ufeful 
and beautiful in the whole ^ and that it was 
not worthy of the wifdom and goodnefs of 
God to make this probationary ftate of ours 
a part of his great fcheme, frail as it is, li- 
able to temptations, whereby every one is in 
danger of beings and many adtually are, 
drawn away and enticed. But if vft conli- 
dcr our condition by itfelf, and abftradtly 
from the purpofes it may ferve in the uni- 
verfe, which is a way of conceiving it mor« 
level to our capacities, it Will appear, even 
in that view, no uneligible thing ; and that 
the good in it overballanceth the inconvcni- 

ency 
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4.6 Men tempted to Evil by their own Lufii. 
Serm. ency that arifcth/ or rather may arife, frotn 

II. our being fubjed to the aflaults of tempta- 
tion ; not compelling us to moral evil, but 
putting it in our power to fall into it by an 
abufe of our liberty, and thereby to fall into 
unhappinefs. Would not one who confi- 
dereth the privileges of our nature, and the 
various enjoyments which belong to the ge- 
neral ftate of man, together with that mea- 
fure of perfection and felicity which we 
have in profped, if we duly ufe our own 
powers, and improve our opportunities, even 
though it be accompanied with the hazard 
of fin and mifery, which is only to be in- 
curred by our own fault, but may be avoided 
if we are not wanting to ourfelves 5 and wc 
may reafonably hope, from the goodnefs of 
God, for all neccffary affiftance, in order to 
this ; would nqt, I fay, one think this con- 
dition, in the whole, preferable to non-ex- 
iftence ? And if it appeareth to us prefer- 
able, then it is to be acknowledged good to 
the praife of the author's bounty, notwith- 
llanding its frailty and mutability ; and al- 
though, in the event, it could not Veafon- 
ably be expefted, but that fome of fuch an 
order of beings would be drawn away by 
temptations, and render themfelvcs unhappy. 
This I thought proper to fay for vindicating 

the 
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Men ten^ted to Evil by tbtir mm Ls^$. 47 
the moral attributes of God in his appoint- Seru; 
ing the imperfeftions of our prefent ftatc, IL 
that we may always take care to fhun any^ 
thoughts tending to dilhonour him, while 
we find ourfelves obliged to conflift with 
temptations 1, but flill rexnember that it is fit 
for us, without entering into fuch high Spe- 
culations, to take things relating to our mo- 
ral condudt juil. as they arc, and as^ thqf 
will naturally appear to our own mipd upon 
the moft fiinple and obvious confiderattoa 
of them. Eveiy man is confcious to himr 
&lf, that he i6 a voluntary agent in what- 
ever he doth nMraUy right or wrong ; he is 
(empted» indeed, but not coflftrained to fin ; 
jhe. knqweth in l^is l^eart that he is himiielf 
the £>le cauie of his tranJ^efiions ^ and this 
18 fuScieiH to all the uicfiil ends of our w^ 
quiiy CQQC^rniog the rife of fin in ourielws^ 
that we may rigMy jndgq of it, that we 
may know how it cometh to be committed 
by IK!, what is to be done in order t« our 
avoiding it for the future^ and what is our 
proper conduct with refpod to that which 
Is already paft. 

What I have jufl; now hinted dircdeth us 
tot tike prcqper application of this fiib]e£t 
And, Firft, upon a review of the' whole 
jptigreis of temptation from the firft occa^ 

fion 
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'48 Men tempted to Bvil hy thetr own Lujis. 
6 E K M. fJon of it to the laft unhappy eflFc(a, thefinijh- 
ing ofjin^ which, I fuppofe, yrt are all agreed 
is the juft objedt of our deeped concern, we 
may fee what judgment is to be made, and 
whfere we ought to lay the blame. When 
we Confider the conftitution of our ftaturc 
as the work of God, the refult of his eter^ 
rial counfelsj there appeareth nothing in it 
but what is worthy cf himfelf, that is, 
of the moft perfca wifdom and goodnefs: 
It doth, indeed, include a poffibility or 1 
"capacity of evil, which was infeparable 
from fuch a ftate as oUrs ; but fo far from 
being neceflarily evil, there is excellent jf)ro- 
vifion made in it againft evil by colitrary 
affedioris wheretvith we are indued,' and a 
law written in our hearts, enforced by an 
liigh fenfe of pleafure attending the exercifes 
of thefe afieftions, and bitter inward pains 
following evil difpofitions and practices ; and 
we know one inftance at leaft of the human 
conftitution perfcdtly free from all moral 
evil. Let us, therefore, alwajrs juftify God 
knd his work: When we confider tempta- 
tions as actually arifen in our minds^ rehe* 
tnently urging lis to fin, whilft thejr cbn- 
tinuc in that ftate and are not confented to, 
they are not to be accounted our fins ;. it is 
the purpofe and determination of the heart 

only 
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Men tempted to ^vii by their ons)n Lufiu 49 
bnly which is fin^ and tbat^ our confciences Serm* 
muft tell usi is wholly ours. The. princi- M* 
pal rcafon why I obfcrve this, is, bccaufc '^ 
men are very apit to make excufes for them^ 
(elves when they do ctll, froto the fuppofed 
infelicity of their nature, or the vehemency 
of temptations ; but there the fault doth 
not lie. Let us charge it intirely to ouf 
own account, which as it is juft and feafon-^ 
able in itfelf, I do n6t fee how it can be 
avoided unlefs we wilfully deceive ourfelvcsi 
ib it is die firft neceflary flep towards that 
which is the only cfFedhial recbedy, a tho-^ 
rough repentance attd reformation. Wheii 
laying afide all vain and palliating pretence^ 
which can only ferve to give evil a deepeit 
root in our afiTedicrnSi ^^ take the guilt 
wholly to ourfelvcsj it is then natural td 
refolve that we will do fo no more. And 
as We have reafon to believe in the abundant 
mercy of God, fuch a refoltition executed 
will be acceptable to him \ fo there are ex-^ 
pre& aflurahces given us in the gofpel, that, 
if we fincerely repent, our trangreffions fhall 
be sdl blotted out. Secondly, From this 
doftrine of the apolllft, which I have en* 
deavoured to explain, we fee where our 
greateft danger is of being led into fin, and 
whence the moft powerful and prevailing 

Vol. IV. E tempt- 
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^o Men umpt^to B^ilby th^ir (nmLufiu 
S EH M. temptations arife, thait is, from the lafts of 
II* the heart. Some chriftians perhaps tlikk 

' otherwife ; they have a frightful idea of 
Safati^ as the moil formidab^ enemy, wb» 
is in fcripture called the accu&r, the tempts- 
^r, and the adverfary, and rcf^efentcd as 
making w^r with the famts, and evpi with 
the king of faints. But, after all, their 
appreheniions of danger from the infernal 
power are carried by pious perfons to a 
great extreme; and often that power is 
greatly magnified by bad qien» M a, kind of 
excufe for their fins. Let it never be ima--* 
gined) that rebellious fpirits have any inder 
pendant power, that they ever pretiend or at* 
tempt to exert their enmity againft God by 
an oppofition of ftrength 5 tfepy i:eally do it 
no otherwife than as wicked ipQn dd, by 
an oppofition of will and aiFeftiops, and dif-r 
obedience to his laws. , But with, refp^ to 
temptation, devils can dp nothing, withoijf 
the divine permifilon, a^ we are taught in tb^t 
inftrudtive reprefentation vye havcf of Satan's 
proceedings .againft Job : As confcibus of nq 

•po^^rer unlcfs providence permitted, he fiiA 
moveth for leave to overthrow Joi^s out-, 
ward eftate -, and when thcj good rpan's, in- 
tegrity was proof againft his attacks from, that 
quarter, he. could not proceed Qne ftep,' 

Ojuld 
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MeH t^tnptedto Evil ^y their cnvn L0L ^i 
couW not touch his body witKobt a tarthferSERM* 
permiflion. But what can we fuppofe our M* 
gracious heavenly Father fiifFfereth his aha 
our enemy to do ? Not fiirely to fetapt if ft- 
Mibly: an irrefiftible power he doth not 
hirhfelf exert updn the human mind, be- 
caufe he will pfeierve that liberty which is 
eflential to its nature ; and he will not per- 
mit an envious being to exert a refiftlefs 
power to our deftrudlion ; if that being fiad 
fuch a power, which he certainly hath not. 
We may well conclude, that Godf's not per- 
mitting the devil to tempt u& ' 
ftreng , is imported in 
God no man I for thi 
woutd imc thing to all 
and p mens inevitable d 
and } tliemfelvcs froni 

cau/efi __jt the apofl^e ex 

chap. iv. of this epiftle' and ytliv 
t%e devtX arid he will Jed fi^om Jdu. ^€ nbt 
in a pkhhic on t'fte accoiint df* hi^ aitt^Mplsi 
which* witf give hiiii an' advantage rfgafinft 
you fnlfead of being' aiiy fediitit^'y biit irni ^ 
yburfdve^ Willi fti'origvirtubils'rifolutioiis'j * 
fife feihDtktichS tlifen sM be irieflfedttiali ahd 
thfe)^ wflf f6oh dfeafd even to vex yoii. Thi 
frtith'is; tfifey a« all grafted UporiyBui'ciWh 
Ibfb; Withbdt ^hieh his' foncitatiOnV will 
E a be 
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52 Men tempted to Evil by their own Ltffis. 
S E R M. be in vain 5 and by them you arc chiefly in 

I^- danger of being drawn away. And therc- 
^re, Thirdly, If we would maintain our 
integrity, let us keep the ftrideft watch 
over our own appetites and paffions, and 
here place our flrongeft, for it will be the 
moft effeAual defence. To this end, it will 
be neceflary to ufe a fevere difcipline, that 
carnal affeflions may be brought under the 
government of reafon and confcience : The 
more they are indulged, themor^ impetuous 
ind exorbitant they will grow; but if we 
iaccuflom ourfelves to reftrain them, not 
Only to deny their moft licentious demands, 
but even to check their firft rifings, and to 
retrench the gratifications which may be 
ftridlly called lawful; and on the othet 
hand, induftrioufly cheriih virtuous difpo* 
iitions ; if I fay, we accuftom ourfelves to 
this, the mind will, by degrees, grow up 
to liberty and an eftabliihed felf-dominion^ 
which will yield it the traeft enjoyment. 
Nor let us imagine this to be a needlefs Se- 
verity ; fo great an example of virtue as St. 
Paul, and fo eminent a fervant of Chrift, 
whofe attainments in religion, and fervice 
to its caufe, were unequaled even by his 
brethren the other ^ftles, thought it ne- 
ceflary for himfelf ; he faith, 1 Cpt. ix. 27. 

I keep 
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Men tempted to Evil by their own Lu^s. 53 
I keep under my body and bring it intofub- Serm. 
jeSion^ left that by any means when Iha^be II. 
preached to others^ I myfelf ft:ould be a cafi^ ^ 
away^ or difapproved and rejected of God. 
It is true, I have faid before, that when the 
motions of carnal affedion are only propofed 
to the mind, and are under its confideratioa 
but not confented to, they are only tempta- 
tions, not fins : But as we naturally have 
fome power over our own deliberations, a 
power to transfer our thoughts from one 
object to another, and there is a danger 
that the longer temptations are entertained 
in our thoughts, they will acquire the greater 
ftrengtb> and even fome degree of evil may 
be contraded before a full and peremptory 
determination to comply with them, the 
mind ought to exert its utmoft force that 
they may not reft in it, left it (hould at laft' 
be enticed by them into finiihed tranfgref* 
fion5^ 
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St0ndfq/k therefore in the liberty^ wb^r^tb 
Cbtijt bath made us fre/^^ 

Serm. TT^ V E ^l Y man is cQnfclo^Srof a^lf de-. 
jLlf to-inimng gPWr in bi^ pwn mind, ^ 
'powo:^. <?h9oilng 9f refofin^, pf a<3:w§ pf 
forl?eaqng: to aijt, ,withm a^ <;ei;taio. ^fecrj? ; " 
which feemel;h tp be inf^j^arablq firpmj pur 
conftitution and conjdition ol being, and abf. 
iplutejy neceflary- ta pur purfuing itp,,truq 
ends; without it we could not be nioral 
agents, which is our higheft charafter, 
whereby we are diftinguiihed from inferior 
animals, nor enjoy a rational happinefs. I 
fliall not enter into any perplexing debates 
concerqing the nature and extent of human 
liberty, wherein it confifteth, whether we 
are neccflarily determined in our cledlions by 
motives, and by the laft judgment of the 

ynder* 



Digi 



tized by Google 



Of Natural, Moral, artd Civil Liberty. 5^ 
linderftkndincg, or if the vrill in determining^ erm. 
itfelf be poffefled of an ablblatc indifference HI. 
chufinj^ indepondanriy. of any motives, or^ 
9taf jddgment fbrmed xipon thecnt; bnt only 
oblerve^ that aS' every man is confcious- 
to hifirifetf of volition and choice, ib free- 
dom' i^ pktnly itopilied in the* ideas which! 
are • espreffed . by tbefe .words y a frecdcitt 
t^iweh isr equally the privilege of * all man-* 
kkd, as- being dfential to the conft itutfon o£ 
fitetnaiiV nature \ i^ freedom.oi- liberty, for 
dtffiirfiatefe fefee, ^t-call ndtiifai. Bw the' 
hlgheft pi*KJ^6 of maiikindi under the^ 
nO^ffbf liberty, is, apbwer of chiifingahd 
a^lig according t^' the diredkiv of im-^ 
d*ftffEklkg, and tV original fenf^of gtaod^ 
afid'dvIPj of^ dbfng what to themfelVes ap-^ 
^Fith to Ixf beft, ^bft becoming tbiir nap^* 
tuffe; arid" mofV conducive to their' perfei>' 
tfoa difki^AppiAefe : Ahd this liberty may be 
WWtted'/^r^t 'th a<ar fpMt^neeu%, butf 
watUtitfffiteiy, bd6hgeithto *e bii«al kinds ;^ 
j»^ ftdo>i^feg tJifele'ittffihas' anrf appetiteg, 
v^AbW'^atty fcftlpiei ot h#fltetion, tHfej^folJ 
R># tlftiiP natUfef, arfif^fatisfy ailitsdeiiftands: 
Kit tlitir is a fupeHof capacity^ in\imn, to^ 
confider, to examine, to compare togbthcTy 
afld )ttdge upon u variety of motiws;- j*e- 
fc«in^ fome^ to others 5 efpecikllyj.itl is' to 
E4 be 
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56 Of Natural^ Morale and Gvil Liberty. 
SERM.be confidered that he is under a law of 
m* fclf- approbation, which may be called the 
prinaary law of his nature, enforced with 
tiiis powerful iandion, that the h^beft en^ 
joyment he is capable of dependeth upon 
obeying i(, the moft painful reoiorie folr 
loweth the violation of it, as every one's 
experience may convince him. To the ob-r 
fervance of this law, the liberty juft now 
defcribed is abfolutely neoeiiary, for ielf- 
approbation dependeth upon refledion, and 
the meaning of it is, the fatisfadion in our 
own minds, which rcfulteth from a confci« 
Quihefs of having done what a{^)eared to our-- 
ielves beft after noature and impartial ddibeni;^, 
tion : and, as its bebg the law of hunuMi 
nature iignifieth, that it is the law of God» 
the defigning author of our conftitutioq, in 
whofe pcrfed wifdom, equity, and good- 
nefs, we are fecure agaioft his violating ift 
by a contrary command, for we can never 
have reafon to believe he requireth anf thing 
inconfiftent; fo it is impoilibU aqy inferior 
being (hoi;ld have a right to difcharge us of 
this obligation, nor coniequently to deprive 
us of any freedon^ whicji i$ Qec^fEtrily con-? 
peded with it. 

But we are imperfed moral agents, and 
pur liberty is capable of bong abufed, nay 

2 im* 
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Of Natural, Msrul, andCiml Liberty: j^ 
impaired, and m a great meafiire loft. We Sbrw; 
kave various motives to a^on, and expe- HI. 
rience iheweth, that we do not always ex«^ 
ert our refleddng powers as beoometh 0$, 
in comparing and exaimning Aem, in or<* 
der to ad fo as we may have the af^ro* 
bation of our mmds. To fet this OMtier 
ia a clear light, it muft be obTerved, tbtt 
there are in our nature difierent tendencies 
and fprings of a^on, but we are not irre« 
fiflibly determined to follow Jthem. For^ 
a man to ad: upon every fuggefllon <^ ttio^ 
tion of appetite or pajSion» npiay be &id to 
be following nature, fo £ur as that appetite 
and paffion is in his nature an inferior 
part of it; but to do this without enqui- 
ring, and being fatisfied that it is right, 
or, all things con^dered, the bdR; fbr him, 
is nM to ad according to the whole of his 
nature, nor indeed according to that which 
hath been obferved to be its primary law. 
Perhaps, too, fome may imagine that fuch 
a condud is free, and that it is a high 
priviiege of the will, to determine itfelf 
wkh a kind of fupremacy independant of 
reafon. It may be acknowledged this is 
freedom in one fenfe, that is, a man thus 
ading, is under no conflraint: But fure^ 
}y we cannot fttp|)ofe (h^t the prerogar 

me 
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5$ OfNafkfai,. Morai;.mi^Cml Ubertf. 
Ss«]ii;tivky ofidlnpilritboat'.nsai^ is^ a |>rivikge 
Ml: ym(tBkj of .fati^nah bdngs^ 4r that the lin 
tf ;o£ .a£)mg iBomfidstatel^ xsm ctver ann 
fwer ti» endb ^ fibv: immaDi ednftitatiali^ 
Md dtatimiscemaAig: it tbeanpidcm :at»ain 
a^tMs: fcQf-m^ment* It Mb^eth^Tthal) 
A& greair'TfilEidacnentati enm- ^tin pra^ie^* 
igainii tbr r%hr dfe o&Xi^tiVfi \t adjtig iira 
dl4ib€ttft»}y5t4l^bmiAisi^ pracvpitant^fy ti|A>t]^ 
cV6iy^ m^e «h* bctfurpeih *rJchotit c6«- 
fidi^tien,' cdttiplylng *\vit*l die firft fogti 
gdlions ^ er^* incikiJ(«otts whidi baj)pen^ t* 
^fe m 4htf mind^ ^<^oat wdghmg tbeitf 

afibdionsrof ^oinr . natinte, anj ^eeableieA 
t^tfae jtidgiximt .ofi odftfcMncey. the appro^ 

pse&rTOi ak>ih\r^d fiitidf ^oaee. i : i: ^ a> 
Soobi&tsd tebierit^ahfl weakii9eis:nmlti4 
tttddsofmaflkind;. are chafgbail^Io witb>. i^ 
dodi tTMjB.pae io fortci^ degfoe ^ but tbejr 
ctan nwidr ja^fy it to themfelvea; * Fojj mH 
tfoiag can appear, fdauer- tot csieaturea con?; 
fiituted ast we are; than^tbe.re^oabl^aje^ 
**f rcftdOioii,. in^ ofder tc) ipr^eirt ^rrft^ 
therefore ow..b«ftb reprt)ach us* fof-fftpli 
imtteoiioii asbetcE^haq-into^a^tiemwhkh 
iqxm a review a|^)ear t4> i)fc .wwjngj aftd 
might ha^i)eBn; poennwited, if .W»hfi4^eM* 

crted 
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Of Natural, Mural, and Cml Jjiberty^ 59 
cyted the pow?r wp are cqnfcious of iaSjRM^' 
fufpending ^determination, till the motives UI. 
of it had . been 4^1y confidered. But as ^ 
God hath, written the work of his law upoK 
our hearts, 10 fa plain and legiWe chamc-t 
ters, that w? cannot offend againft the prin- 
cipal parts of our duty, without confcience'si 
bearing witnpfs againft us ; to comply with 
what the apoftle ^ams calleth the conpep" 
iions of lufiy ox the motions of appetite and 
paffipn, in defiance of its exprefs and par-* 
ticul,ar admonitions, is a morq heinous,^ be- 
qaufe it is 9 wilful tranlgreflipa of the dii-^ 
viae law apd abufc of, liberty, .than any 
errpr arifing. frojpi m^re. igporance or in- 
advertency cai)' be : And b^ fuch indtiTgen-, 
cies frequently repeajed^ Vicjous habltg. are^ 
cpntraft^d*, the lower appetites l?ecpme inv 
petupus, and pa^pJiSr qxorbjtant,. Thiols; 
what experience te^cheth ajl men.who care- 
fully refle^/pn^ thepifelvej;, ^^pd obferve. thi^, 
vaft, difference which there , is in the cha- 
raders and difpofitipnsi of /mankind. Caa, 
any. onp^ be ignorant that qur tenppers and 
PQSvailing in(?Ur»tions are ina great, i»pafure? 
^M^ned by cuftotp, that by an habitual 
ociurfei of a(6tion,. a propenpfs to it^ apd fa- 
cility in it are le^quired 5 tjiat this becometjbC 
a prjiif iple .voJ^epaently. Ufgiog to aiSipns,. 

which 
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6o Of Natural^ Morale and Civil Liberty. 
S^ERM. which nature hath left us even indifferent to/ 

III. but addeth great force to the mftindls of na- 
ture ; that the tendency of it is to make us 
forgetful of, or infenfible to, contrary mo- 
tives; and that by this faculty of habits, 
which is an important part of our confti- 
tution, the human powers are carried to 
their higheft improvement, and moft com- 
pleat exercifej good men arrive at the 
perfection of virtue, and bad men at the 
confiimmation of wickednefs. But what I 
principally obferve to the prefent purpofe is, 
that by bad habits, the rational liberty of 
man may bd, and often is, greatly diminifh- 
ed^ nay, almoft wholly loft \ the mind be- 
becometh impotent, the order of nature 
revcrfed, its harmony broken ; for the em* 
pirc of reafon and confcience, the only 
confervator of original fireedom and inward^ 
tranquillity, is ufurped by tyrants within, 
the vices of intemperance, avarice, ambi-^ 
tion, cowardice, revenge, and others like 
them, enflaving the foul, degrading the man 
and rendering him unhappy, becaufe they 
l^ve the higher powers w|iich can never 
be totally extinguished, no (hare in the di* 
redion of his affairs, but inftead of it only 
to make ineffedlual remonftrances againft 
his piifcondu^t, which are extrcanJy paki-r 
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ful. On the contrary, the fincercly virtuous S e R M. 
man only tafleth, and experimentally know- ^^ 
eth trae rational liberty, for he hath actually 
attained the end of it, which is ielf-appro- 
bation. The good Author of our being 
hath endued us with this power, not to 
make us miferable, but to make us happy; 
and the frame of our nature, together with 
conftant experience, fheweth us what the 
happinefs is, which it is produdlive of^ 
namely, an inward tranquillity and felf-en- 
joyment, arifing from a confcioufnefs of our 
having freely chofen to do, what to our own 
underltanding appeared beft and fitted to 
be done : Now virtue is neceilarily the ob- 
ytSt of human approbation ; it is impoflible 
for any man who confidereth it calmy and 
attentively, as let in oppoiition to moral evil, 
not to difcern an excellence and dignity in 
the one, and an infeparable turpitude in the 
other, and not to judge that the former is 
fitted to be chofen by him, and the other .to 
be avoided ; therefore the man who conftant^ 
ly and uniformly praftifeth virtue with the 
full confent of his heart, enjoyeth an inward 
ferenity and felf-applaufe, which, the more 
he revieweth it, increafeth ftill the more; 
no jarring pafiions difturb his quiet, no fling- 
ing remorfe breaketh the compofure of his 
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Serm. foul, nor filleth it with forboding fears • a 
ni. . pet fedt harmony within is prefervdd ; all the 
parts of his inward friattie, all its powers and' 
affeiftiorts, the fuperlor and fubofdihate,, 
hold the rank which was appointed for 
them, and the beautiful cfecohohiy of nature 
is regutarly carried on to anfwcr the^ -end ot 
rational happinefs which its gracious Authof 
originally deligned if for. 

It appeafefh froni thisconfideration, ttat 
liberty hath a rieceffary connedllon with vir- 
tue, and confequently is of the gfeateft im- 
portance to the principal ends of our being ; 
for virtue is our higheft perfeftion and chie^ 
good. The leaft refledlion will fatisfy us, 
that there can be no virtue without fre^ 
choice J and it is as evident that the laws 
of the human conflitution dired the proper 
exercifc of liberty to the choice of virtue. 
And "as by the kind appointment of our 
bountiJEiil Maker, the regular ufe of every 
power in our nature hath pleafure annexed 
to It,, fo hath liberty; a certain. noBle en- 
joyment arifeth in the nlind frorh the free- 
dom of its virtuous cledions, * efpecialty 
when confbious, as it is in this imperf^St* pro- 
bationary ftate of contrary tendehcieis, wliicli; 
poflefling a juft* and rational felf^dominidrii 
it hath conquered 5 andtKfe todfe^thk lelf- 
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gt^rcrnment is ei^rfeed m repefttdF ftds^ ftiH Sbrm« 
the eafkr k gfoweth, and tfec* more fktif- Ht 
fyittg. Therefore when I fey; that liberty U ^-"'^f^ 
die priirilcge of mankind, I d6 not mean 
that this fort of liberty laft mentioned ii 
^da^lly in the pt^ffion of evciy nun, witll 
the fcnle and enjoyriient of it: There id t 
foEEDdadoii laid for it in ibe irame cf oni na^ 
tare, or a capacity ; bait> like afi iMher ihtel*^ 
kd^oal and moral endowments, theattaif^^ 
ment dq)9ndeth on the ' propdF impro"re- 
ment and exerci(e of our ova faculties. 
No man ^ born with knowkdgip ^r virtue^ 
but with a capacity of both, bf 4 doe cacer^ 
tion of hi^own powers, with a diligent uib 
of the means whiok are afforded him ^ and 
the cafe is the iame^with refped: to moral 
liberty, 

Thia is. a glorioiis part of that liberty 
wherewdt^. Chriit hath ^ade his diic^hca 
fiee. I do not fay k is what the apoftk 
particularly intendediia the text, for it ap« 
paareth &om the context, that he fpeaketh 
g£ detiiwrance. ffiomi the ceremonial law; 
but this is the 6irft» the fundamental libert|i 
of cbn^iaos, for wiikh they are mdebtcil 
to thdr great Maftec, and without which , 
no other.privilege will: be available to them^ 
iot the purpofcs of rdigion. or ha.j^«ftf 
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64 Of Natural^ M^al, Md Civil Liberty 
SiRM« When mankind were in a very degeneiafia 
i^I* condition, the < generality oi tliem in a 
wretched fervitude to fin, even de^d ki it, 
it pleafed God to fend his Son into the 
world for their redemption, by his fpirit 
amnting him to preach the gofpel to the poor^ 
deliwrance to the captives^ and liberty to 
ibem tbda were bruifed. This is the account 
our Savkiur himfelf giveth of the defign of 
his miflicm, and of his doctrine, in the eighth 
chapterof St^i^^sgoipeland 31, 32 veriesy 
Then /aid Jefus to tbofe Jews that believed 
on him, if ye continue in my word, then are 
ye my difcipks indad, and ye Jball know the 
tnahi and the truth JhaU make you free. And 
when they mifunderftood his words^ appre- 
hending that he referred to an outward fer* 
vitude to men, which they had never been 
under, but had a right to the privll^es of 
freemen^ from their early anceftors, for they 
.were the children oi Abraham, he explain- 
eth himfelf in the 34th verfe. Verily I fay 
unto you, whafoever committeth fin is thefer^ 
vant of fin^ The condition of a finner wha 
habitually trenfgrefieth againfl th^ divine 
law, and the light of his own underftand- 
ing, is infinitely worfe, noore ignominious, 
and more miferable, than that of a flave to 
the mQil cruel and tyrannical of mankind ; 

for 



Digi 



tized by Google 



Of Natural Morai, and Giiii Lib'eriy. 6$ 
for the body only can te'fufcjea: to human Se Rjrf, 
power, and its fufFerings end with this (hort HI- 
uncertain life, but thefervants of corruption^ ' 
as St. Ftter callcth them, who are brought 
in bondage to their lufts^ have fobjeCted the 
foperior powers of their nature, their' reafon 
itfdf, the diftinguifliing glory of map, to 
the brutal part, and, without fpeedy and 
cffedtual i^cpentancei funk "themfclves into 
cndiefs degradation and mifery by the righte- 
ous fentence of him who hath power to 
cafi into heH, This is the wretched ftate 
from which Jefus Chriji came tt) rcfcue fin* 
nersj and thefe are the captives to whom he 
prodaimeth liberty^ a liberty of mind, of 
will, and confcience, whereby men are not 
under a foreign yoke^ but reflored to them-* 
felvcs, to rule over their own fpirks, the in- 
ferior affeftions being fubjefted to the fo- 
vereignty of reafon and confcience. 

Agreeably to this do6b:ine of oar Saviour/ 
the apoftle James giveth the chriflian infti* 
tution that glorious chara(^er, the Jaw oflU 
berty^ James iu 12* The Conn.eftion of 
which words ftandeth thus : The apoftle had- 
cenfured the Jews, to whom he writethj ^ 
their partiality in making diftinAions among 
their brethren according to their outward 
condition, treating the poor with contempt, 
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66 Of Natural^ Moraly and Civil U^bertp 
SERM.and bcftowing undue honours on the richv 
without regard to their true characters ; and 
and in oppofkion to this blameable con- 
duft, he exhorteth thena to fulfil the royal 
Jaw, ^houjhalt love thy neighbour as tbyfelf^ 
which enjoineth an undiftinguiihing and uni- 
form affection abftrading from all fwch ex- 
ternal confiderations. To this law we mufl 
have ail univerfal rcfped,, not obeying it hx 
one inftance, but in all,, otherwife we (hall 
not be accepted 5 for wbofoever Jkall keep the 
*wbole laWy. and yet offend in one pointy be is. 
guilty of alL Then {dihwcth^ ft ^eak ye 
andfo do^ as they that fhall be judged by the 
law of liberty^ which application plainly 
pointeth to an univerfal obedience to the 
gofpel, or an univerfally virtuous temper of 
mind and conduct of life, free from every 
bias,, and the miileading influence of evecy 
loft, pafHon and vicious habit; in which 
true moral liberty conMeth,, as hath been 
fhewn. Another paflage in the firft chapter 
of that epiftie, giveth the fame reprefenta- 
tion of chriilianity,^ that it is the law of Zr- 
herty^ only adding the epithet perfeSl. The 
author hath been recommending a diligent 
attention to, and due improvement of the 
word of God, that we fhould receive // 
with meeknefs as the ingrafted word which is 
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hble to fave us^ laying ajide all filthinefi and Se^m^ 
fuperfluity of naughtinefs : And then he de- WI- 
Tcribeth the feveral forts of hearers, the^ 
carelefs, Unattentlve, linreformed, and the 
ferious and obedient. The formef he Coni- 
pareth to a man beholding bis natural face 
in a glafsj who foon forgetietb ivbat manner 
tf man he was : The other looking fledfaft- 
\f with earneft attention into the gofpel, and 
Continuing therein, is transformed by the re- 
newing of his mind, and becometh a faith- 
ful conftant doer of the word df God. It 
is in this defcription, Ver. 25* he infcrteth 
the charadler ,of the perfeSl km of liberty^ 
whereby it plainly appeareth, that it hath a 
reference to the deliverance of men from 
fm and the ppwer of their vices and corrupt 
afFoftions, that they may pradlife pure re- 
ligious virtue, as the cffed of their em- 
bracing the dodrine of Chrift. 

If this be the light in which our religion 
appeareth, it is a truly amiable one, and 
Ihould recommend it to our higheft efteetn 
and veneration. What can be conceived 
more friendly to human nature, more wor- 
thy of fupreme goodnefs, thari to relieve a 
multitude of rational beidgsi from a moft 
difhonourable and unhappy thraldom, into 
which they had precipitated themfelves, by 
F 2 avo- 
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68 Of Natural^ MoraU and Civil JJherty. 
SERM.a voluntary abufe and pcrverfion of their 
III. own powers J to recover them to the origi- 
'nal integrity of their nature, to put them 
in a capacity, which they had in a great 
meafure loft, of obtaining its true perfec- 
tion and higheft happincfs ? What a pitiable 
objed: is corrupted man ? The glory of hu- 
manity is reverfed, reafon enllavcd, con- 
fcience ftupified, the force of the fuperior 
affeftipns enervated, the lower appetites aijd 
paffions rampant and tyranizing over the 
mind ; no relifli left for pure rational en- 
joyment, but the gratifications of merely 
animal life, common to the brutes, purfued 
as the chief good. This deplorable ftate 
God regarded with tender compafSon, and 
as the moft eiFecSual remedy, fent his fon 
into the world, to eredt his kingdom, and 
publifli his law of grace, inviting finners to 
renounce their flavery, to break the bonds 
wherewith they were held in an inglorious 
captivity to the law of fin, by a vigorous rc- 
folution of fincere repentance, to which 
they are greatly encouraged by the moft Sa- 
tisfying affurances "Jefus Chriji hath given 
them, that God will be propitious and re- 
ceive them into favour, and that fufEcient 
affiftance fhall be afforded them for carrying, 
on the great defign of their complete deliver- 
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Of Natural^ MoraJ^ and Civil Liberty. 69 
ance; for the law of the fpirit of life in Serm. 
Cbri^ Jefus fktU make all tbem who fin- HI. 
ccrcly fubtnit to it» free from the law offm ' 
and death. 

The ' dcfign of chriftianity being to 0}ew 
fach divine paternal tendernefs inwards man- 
kind, degenerate as they were, by a method 
fo beneficial to our naturei and well fuited 
tb its frame and condition, we ought to re-^ 
ceive it with great thankfulnefs. Indeed 
God udvcr left bimfclf without witnefs of 
his mercy to men, not only giving them rain 
from beaveny and filling their hearts with 
food and gladnefsj not only by that kind 
protcding care of his pi^ovidcnce, whereby 
their ftate of e^iflence here hath been ren- 
dered tolerable, nay comfortable, whereby 
they Were invited to repentance, but by a 
nK>re inward illumination and inftru^on 
tiwy were dircfted to purfue the higheft 
ends of their beings. As he endued them 
originally with reafon, he ftill preferved 
their raticmal powers, as by giving them a 
fcnfe of good and evil, of right and wrong, 
enabling them to difcern whaffoever things 
are true^ honeft^ jufi^ pure^ lovely ^ and of 
good report J he wrote the work of his law in 
their hearts *y fo confcience was an inward 
abiding witnefs to the reditude of that few, 
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70 Of T^atural, Morale and Civil Liberty. 
SERM.and of their approved obediehce and con- 
m. demned difobedience to it, for which they 
^ accufed and excufed ihtmkXvt^ and one an* 
other. Enjoying thefe advantages, they. 
might and ought to have prefervcd their 
moral liberty. And befides, providence 
frequently raifed up eminent inftrudlors even 
in the heathen world, who, by great dili- 
gence, made very remarkable improvement* 
in the knowledge of morality itfelf, and 
taught noble fentiments upon the fubjed of 
liberty and virtue ; not to fpeak of the ex- 
traordinary prophets whom God fent to 
teach one nation of the earth, from whence 
very confidcrablc lights were carried into 
heathenifh darknefs. But the fuUefl: mani- 
feflation of the divine wifdom and grace 
was referved to the difpenfation of the fuhefi 
of timey when God baving^ raifed up bis 
Son, fent bim to blefs men^ in turning tbem 
away from tbeir iniquities^ to redeem tbem 
from tbeir vain converfation^ wbicb tbey bad 
received by tradition from tbeir fathers^ and 
fo make tbem free indeed^ by removing their 
ignorance, diffipating their err<xs and pre-' 
judices, raifing them from their death in 
trefpafles and fins, apd forming their hearts 
to the love, and their lives to the pradice 
of virtue. 
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To efFefl: fo great a dcfign, a kingdom of Serm. 
grace and righteoufnefs is erecSed, and the HI. 
adminiflration pu€ into the hands of our Sa- 
viour, who for that purpofe hath rccehred 
from his Father all power in heaven jand 
^erth ; not a kingdom of this world, not a 
temporal dominion eftahliflied upon the 
maxims of human policy, enforcing its laws 
by the iandtion of prefent outward rewards 
and ponifhments, but a purely fpiritual king- 
-dom, exercifed over free and willing fub- 
je6ts, held in fufejedtion only by tU hand% of 
love, 'and cords of a man 5 that is, by inward 
affedion and rational perfuafives, which only 
are agreeable to the nature and defign of this 
government. From whence it followeth, 
tkat we ourfclves muft work together with 
the grace of God, and from an inward con- 
viiJiion, and with full confcnt of heart,^ yield 
obedience to the gofpel j a conftrained fub- 
miffion to Chrift is really none at all, nor 
will bfe accepted by him 5 and as we cannot 
be merely paffive in the converfion of the 
heart from fin to God, which is really a vo- 
luntary exchange of mafters, a renouncing 
the hidden things cfdijhonejiy, and the fervice 
of divers lufts and pleafures, and fubieil- 
ing of the heart, with all its adtive powers, 
to God and confcience : So every ilep of 
F 4 our 
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S E R M. our progrefe in virtue, reqjuireth the vigorous 

I^I» exertion of our own abilities, and wc muft 
work Ota our own falvation^ our deliverance 
from the vaffalage of fin,, with fear and 
trembling ; which^ fb far frc^m being fuper* 
fcded, is gpeatly encouraged, and w^e are 
animated to diligence in it, by God's work* 
ing, in us both to will and to do^ of his own 
gpod pleafure. We do not at once grow up 
to perfe<3ioa in religion and moral liberty i 
bad habits are not ixnnaediately unlearned, 
good ones acqpired^ and temptations con-* 
qjuered) but we muft advance gra<^lly ; 
and nothing is more agireeable to thp gene* 
ral ilrain of the New Teflament d^ckra* 
tions, as nothing is more rational in itfclf, 
than that we fhoal4 make the ftate of our 
minds, with refpefl: to liberty and virtue, 
the objeft of our conft-ant attention^ that we 
may grow up to maturity in eveiy good 
. difpofition, to a pow^r over oar own wills, 
and to an eftaUi^ed freedom from; the dif^ 
quieting importunities of irregular a^dions. 
Thus we ai&rt oarfel^ves into liberty^ and 
by degrees arrive to perfeftion, with a de- 
lightful fruition of it, havmg received what 
the apoftle calleth' the fpirit net of btmdage^ 
working to fear^ but of adoption^ whereby 
we know we are the ehiJdrea of Gody and 
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ocy J^^ Fatbp'y, fcrvipg, hiqa wHh ^ Ia^Serm. 
gbfiDQiis filial ^ofifidefice and reiped:* liL 

. Agreeabk to tbc defign of chriiUai»iy^^ 
was th€ mariner of its piDpagatioa and efia* 
hlifliments )t was intended to reftoro^ to 
ex^rge, an4 isnpsoye^. the moral powers of 
tbe humaa nature; and it was addrdled to 
the undefftandi^ and affedions of izien> 
not forced by feverkk&.and <crrocs,.asit la. 
certain true religion: can neveir be^ bot &jh^ 
mitted to a&ir impartial inquiry, and of- 
fered to free choice, Hc^w gic»30us doth 
tins libe^ jnAitution^ appear to attentive 
minds^ which confider their own \nature 
and pt ivileges ^$ rational moral agentar, to^ 
getber witihr the dignity aDd exceUi^iace of 
vjf tae ? It is iii this view ib lovely, fo at* 
tra&ive of efle^n^ that it is ici^jfiiyble for 
an ingenuo^s^ heart to wGifk it ^ but how de- 
fpicable ace thodfe iUiberal faroMand £skeme$ 
of religion^ whofe ftre^th is^ all derived, 
and their pretentions all jOupported fay hur* 
nian authority^ by the pleafures and pains, 
the. hopes and fears of this world. The 
blefled autlior of the gofpet, aad the prL^ 
mitive teachers of it cofirniiiloned by him,^ 
publiihed it with the greateft fimpjicity, in* 
viting every bear^ to en(|aire and judgp for 
biroftlf concermog ite ttmh, its cxseellence^ 
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SERM.and importance. He did not (as Mahomet ' 
in, did by his inftitution) appoint his followers 
'tofpreadit, and fubdae the world to the 
pTofeffion of it hyjire andfwordi nor, lijce 
his own pretended vicar in later times, or- 
der the erroneous to be imprifoned and tor- 
tared till they (hould profcfs the truth. Re- 
ligious impc^ures very often betray their 
original, and ihew themfelves to be, not the 
productions of human reafon, bat human 
depravity and paffion, of fenfuality, cove* 
toufnefs, and ambition, by the methods of 
violence wherewith they fupport themfelves, 
and by their politics; for they are the 
maxims of the wifdom which defcendeth 
mtfrom above, but is earthly, fenfual, devil'- 
ijh : But the wifdom from above, the law 
6i Jefus Chrift, rccommendeth itfelf to the 
beft fentiments and affedions of our minds, 
for it breatheth nothing but fincere and ra- 
tional piety towards God, benevolence to 
inan, liberty, and peace. 

Hitherto I have confidered liberty as it 
relateth to the main ends of our exiftence, 
in which refpedl it is of the greateft cpnfe- 
quence^ and fhewed you that the gofpel 
concurreth with reafon in recommending' 
it to our efteem, to be preferved as an inva- 
luable privilege, and improved to its proper, 
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which are the bcft purpofes, having an ifi-SERM* 
feparable cx)nne<3:ioa with virtue and our HL 
higheft happinefs ; there is another branch ' 
of liberty which belongeth to us as ratio- 
nal beings,, though not of equal moment 
with the former, yet; very confiderable, as 
being of immediate neceflity and importance 
to the purpofes of our prefent ftate. Tho* 
the moral capacity of the human nature is, 
its principal glory, which doth not fhinc. 
out here in its greateft luftre, nor can arrive 
at its full perfe(3:ion, its brightcft appearance 
and flufted improvements, being referved to^ 
another ftage, where approaching nearer to . 
the great original, and feeing him as he is, 
it (hall be formed to a more compleat re* 
femblance of his r^ditude and goodnefsj 
yet man, confidered even as a rational and 
fbcial creature in this world, holdeth a rank 
of great eminence j he is the ghief inhabi-^ 
tant of the earth, with vifible marks of fu- 
periority over either animals } he adeth in ^ 
larger fphere, hath nobler enjoyments, and 
in all refpeftsis a more illuftriqus inonu-. 
ment of his creator's wifdom apd bounty/ 
Now, for zQmg the part which become)th 
i|s in this lower capacity, in the purfuit of 
tbefe inferior interefts, which every nlan 
findeth himfelf engaged by the inftinds of 
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Sentm. hfs nature^ afid direded by bis reafon to 
JfJI* purfue : In thfe^ I faj, we have aKa liberty, 
^ *thatfe, the pmilege of confidering, of judg- 
ing for ourfelvcs, of forming our fchcmes, 
and chafing the meafwes which appear to* 
us beft and fittcft, in order to attain our 
ends, as indeed without freedom of choice 
there can be no rational profecution of any 
ciids. Thefe two kinds pf liberty are pa- 
rallel to each other in feveral important re- 
Ipcdls. The Deity, as moral governor of 
mankind) hath endued them with a cdpa« 
rfty of virtue, together with a high degree 
of happinefs arifing from it, and with li- 
berty which is neceflary to their attaining 
this end % as natural governor of this world, 
be hath placed man in if with a capacity dF 
ufcfulnefs and enjoyment fiiitablc to hiscoo- 
£tion of being, which like the. former (the 
ffiiorat perfection and happinefs) in a great 
meafare depend upon himfelf, being pat in 
Ks^ own power j and for thefe ends alfo he 
is endued with a proportionable freedom: 
And, as in the firft cafe, the felf-refledting 
power,. or conifcience, eftabliffieth the ne- 
ceffity of rational liberty, is the guide of its 
proper exercife, and enforccth it with a 
lanftion ;, fo, in the latter cafe, prudence in 
purfuing the ends of rational fclf-love, mak- 
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cth liberty alike neceflary, and is the rule tos^RM. 
direift the cxercife of it, whereby we arc IIL 
accountable to ourfelves, having pleafyre or* 
paip upon a review of our conduit, though 
of an inferior degree, and a diiferent kin4 
from that which accompanieth the reviews 
of confcience. This laft liberty alfo, as hath 
been obferved already, concerning the other 
(the n>oral) is capable of diminutioa and 
increafe ; indeed from the fame caufes it 
decayeth, nay is almoft dellroyed: Mca 
become impotent, infenfible to, and unca^ 
pable of wifely purfuing their true intereib 
in this world, as well as their moral' per* 
fedion and happineis, through the influence 
of appetites indulged, ftrong paflions, a)r« 
rupt cuftoms, ^d vicious habits; and on 
the contrary, by a deliverance from thefc 
enflaving evils, they feel their liberty en* 
largedwith a fenfible fatis&dion. 

Liberty being the privilege of human na- 
ture, an eiTential part of its conftitutioo, it 
equally and inviolably belongs to all men^ 
and no one can have a right to invade the 
liberty of another, nor is fuch an injurious 
power neceflary to the private happineis of 
any individual. God hath fo gracioufly or-, 
dered our condition of being, that the ends 
of it may be obtained by every one, without 

encroaching 
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S E RM. encroaching on the rights of any ; the prirt- 
MI. cipal end, the praftice of virtue, with the 
'happinefs refulting from it, doth not require 
fuch encroachment, but forbiddeth it ; and 
for the true enjoyment of this life, bounti- 
ful providence hath made a fufficient pro- 
vijfion for the whole fpecies 5 fo that by a 
proper induftry and labour, to which we are 
appointed, the profit of the earth, which is 
for aJl^ is, in* the ordinary ftate of things, 
enough for them, without any one's being 
hindered to ufe his ability for himfelf, with- 
in the limits of prudence and virtue. For 
it is to be obftrved, that even in a fiate of 
natural liberty, and where men arc not 
formed into particular communities, where- 
by they are mutually bound to each other : 
\ fay, even in a ftate of natural Irberty, and 
jprevioufly to any fuch engagements, they 
are, by the law of benevolence, obliged to 
mutual good offices, which is no abridge- 
ment of natural liberty, for it is the law of 
our focial nature, an important part of vir- 
tue, to the redlitude of which our confci- 
cnces bear witnefs, and therefore it hath a 
connexion with liberty, direding its exer- 
cife, as hath been bbfcrved. From this 
pinciple all the rights of men, publick and 

private, 
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private, are derived, and by it all obligations Serm* 
of juftice and humanity are eftablifhed. HI. 

Bat the &me principle diredteth men to 
enter into civil ailbciations, which is for the 
common good of mankind in this flate of 
indigence, weaknefs, and efpecially mw2X 
imperfection, the force of the fociely being 
the fecarity of their rights agamft the dan- 
gers arifihg from their interfering; lufts, paP- 
fions, and vices. Hence arife various re- 
ftraints upon liberty, but no other than fuch 
as men can be fuppofed, by voluntary con- 
ient to have fubmitted to, or which the 
ends of civil fociety require. Confciencc 
muft be exempted from human jurifdidtion^ 
becaufe its ends, offices, and interefts, m 
our nature, are fuperior to all the ends of 
civil aiTociation, and fubjeding it to the 
power of man is inconiiftent with the very 
being of religion ; and for the exercife of 
the liberty of private perfons in purfuing 
their |nterefts in this world, it is, as every 
wife and good man would defire it fhould 
be, only fubordinated to the interefl of the 
whole community. When thefe limits are 
exceeded by civil government, . it degenera-* 
teth into ufurpation and tyranny ^ and the 
right of felf-defence is, in the opprefled, un- 
der no other regulation than that of pru- 
^ dcnce* 
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SE]tM.<knce. It is not^very fmall inconveniMcy^ 

in. of this fort, or which very flightiy a^feacth* 

tbe fodety, tbat ottght to be oppofed by 

methods of violence, which might be at-^ 

tended with confequences much more detri** 

mental to the puhiick : But when general 

diforders and invafions of liberty become 

infispportable, and all other means prove* 

ine^dual, ^the iaft remedy is emplo)«ng^ 

that force of the fodety againil the arbimiryr 

and tyrannical domination of nuen, whicJb 

was originally intended to fupport the juft 

authority of laws. The only reafonable and 

digible civil conlUtutions, are thofe which 

ibttle the meaiiire of power and iubmi/lkm 

by agreement, and it is the duty of every 

man in his flation, and according to his abi^ 

lity, to prefcrve them unviolaited : But when 

attempts are made to violate them, which 

may happen, and experieBce flieweth hath 

often happened, through the ambition, and* 

other vices of men, then a warm feeal for 

their defence is otie of the moft lauddbto' 

dilpoiitions ih the human mind, becaufe it 

is a zeal for virtue, and for the moft im* 

portant inte^ft ei mankind ; I fay a zeal for 

virtue I for civil liberty itfelf and \Hirtoe are* 

conneilted, muti^^Uy a£[ifting and fupporting' 

each other, and chc l»ftorie$ of all nations, 

fhew 
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fhevsr that they have always ilourifhed andS£K^f; 
fallen together* HL 

This liberty, laft nfiCRtioned, is i^ol ik^ ' 
tended i;^ the text, nor i( to be accounted 
any part of that liberty wherewith Ghnil 
bath m^de his followers free« The go^l 
was not defigned to deflroy, or in the kut 
to abridge any valuable privily of mai^ 
kind I on the contrary, to refiore and pn>- 
nfiete that which is the nobleft and moft 
important deliverance from the ier?itude of 
fb, that they may freely fr)llow the direct 
tioa of reafoa ^d confeience ; but it doth 
not Bfieddle with their lU3er^, as they are 
rational and foci^ creatures in this woiid, 
leaying that to ftand, as it always Aood, an 
the feot of plain reaibn, only placing the 
meafiires of our conduct with refpe& to it> 
as it doth our whole converfation, uqdef the 
influence of the nobleft religious principles, 
which are the beft improvements of reafort, 
whereby it is not impaired, but rendered 
more f^e and more ufeful to all the good i^xuir 
pofes it Is capable of ferving. It is true, the 
apoflles, amongft other relative duties of hu- 
mati life, teach chriAian^ that they, as we)l 
as other men, ought to be in fubjedion to 
the higher civil powers, and that not only 
fer njorath but for confcience fake j. which 

Vol. IV. G was 
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SERM.was the more ncccflkry, becaufc feme prp- 
m. fcffcd chriftians, cfpccially the Jews^ ftill 

^*'''^^**^ deeply poflefled with their national preju- 
dicesi and elated with the high privileges 
Anciently granted to their father^^ imagined 
themjfelves free from the authority of any 
foreign rulers^ whereby they were prompted 
<o raife unfeafonable and caufelefs rebellions 
to the difhonomr of their religious profei^ 
£ons^ and to their own deflru<3ion. But 
thofe apoftolical declaratiMiS) fudi as Rom. 
xiii. from the beginning to the 7th veirfe; 
97/«i iii. I. I Peter ii. 15, &c. are not to 
l>e underilood without any reftridion, as if 
.chriftians were univerfally bound to yield an 
omlimited fubmiffion to their governors, 
even in the moft arbitrary, cruel, and ty- 
rannical exercife of their power, as hath been 
fully proved by fonie learned Proteflant 
writers. Let us therefore never imagine 
that our holy religion, fo beneficial to the 
nature and condition of mankind in all other 
refpeds, hath made it fervile in the impor** 
tant article of civil fociety; and that having 
laid a noble foundation for the beft im- 
provement of our powers, and railing them 
to their higheft perfedion in the next world, 
it has reduced us to a ilate of Havery in this 
world. ^ But be aiTured we fatisfy all the 

obligations 
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obligations chriftianity hath laid us under Serm. 
to men, if wc fulfil the royal law, thou III- 
Jbalt love thy neighbour as tbyfetfi and if t^e ^ 
render to all their due, all which is due by 
confent, in things which depend on Confent, 
as civil government certainly doth, or ought 
to do, tribute to whom tribute is due, cujiom 
to whom cu/iom, fear to whom, fear, honour 
to whom honour, within the joft limits fixed 
by agreements for in the points of political 
authority and fubjediion, if Chrift hath not 
made his difciples firec, he has furely left 
them as free as th^ were by the laws of 
nature and rcafon, and by their own vQlua- 
tary compA<Sls* 
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SERMON IV. 

Of Christian Lirerty. 

CAL. V. I. 

Stand faji therefore in the liberty where-- 
with Chriji hath made us free. 

Serm.TN a former difcourfc from this text, ! 
X contidered liberty as an important part 
of the human conftitution, whereby we are 
rendered capable^ as rational creatures, of 
purfuing the true end of our bemg, efpeci- 
ally of praiSifing .virtue, and attaining to the 
higheft perfedlion and happinefs of our na- 
ture; and I fhcwed that chriftianity, as a 
gracious divine revelation to finfiil degene- 
rate mankind, was intended to recover them 
to triie moral liberty, or to deliver them 
from the fervitude of fin, from the power 
of ccH'mpt affeftions^ irregular pafiions, and 
evil habits, thereby to perfed their nature > 
at the fame time that it doth not encroach 
upon any fi-eedom which belongeth to them 
as rational and fbcial creatures^ in this world, 

or 
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jor vrhich is ncccflary to the ends of theSfiRM. 
prefent life. IV. 

But there k a libarty belonging to the ^ 
chriilian religion itfelf, relative to its parti- 
cular endSy as it is a pofitive inftitution and 
law of God, publiflied to the world, to be 
received, obeyed, and profeiTed by men^ 
and by this is meant a certain privilege and 
right allowed and eftabUflied to every man 
to whom the gofpel is declared^ and who 
cmbraceth it, abfolutely neceffary to its hav^ 
ing its proper effect, and that the defign of 
it may be fully obtained ; or, there is a par- 
ticular perfonal liberty, wherewith Chrift, as 
the author of chriAianity, and fox its pur- 
po&s, hath made the hearers and profeflbrs 
of it free^ 

This liberty is the fubjed of- our prefent 
inquiry, and we muft take our notion of it 
from the nature and deiign of the infUtution 
itfclf. The gofpel is the kingdom of God, 
fo our Saviour repre&nteth it, or it is the 
inflrument of di^ divine government exer- 
cifcd by Jcfus Chrift, over as many of man- 
kind as willingly fub)£<% themfelyes to his 
authority for bringing them to the pradice 
of true religion and virtue, out of a pure 
hearty and a good conference ^ and faith un^ 
feigned ^^ in other words, from a fincerely 
G 3 willing. 
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Serm, willing, fcltapproving mind, and a tho- 
'^^ rough pcrfuafion concerning the chriftian 
principles hnd motives of adlion. Such a 
conftitution certainly breaketh in upon no 
human liberty, and to its own purpofes, 
the higheft fuch creatures arc capable of 
ferving, it eftabliflbeth the moft perfed li- 
berty, a liberty of judgment, of choice, and 
adion I it requireth no blind fubmiftion of 
the underftanding or the will s but calleth 
upon us diligently and impartially to exa- 
mine the grounds upon which we are either 
to believe or to ad. If the belief of fomc 
dodSbrines be neceflary to our anfwering the 
defign of the gofpel fcheme, they are intel- 
ligibly propofed, and the evidence of them 
fubjefted to a fair and free enquiry 5 no ob^ 
jefts are recommended but fuch as the af- 
fections, planted in our nature, regularly 
terminate^ upon ; if fome things are enjoined 
as duties, or propofed as couniels expedient 
for us, we are left to examine the fufficiency 
of the motives enforcing them ; and a con^ 
flxained, unwilling, and merely external obe- 
dience, is declared wholly iniignificant to 
the purpofcs of chriflianity. 

As thus it is plain that no man can be 
the fmcere fobjed: of Jcfus Chrift, without 
licing fo of his own free choice, and liberty 

is 
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is efTeotially infeparable fi-om our cntraQceSBRM. 
into the chriftian flate^ the fame freedom IV« 
inuft accompany the whole courfe of our ^ 
religious faith and obedience s and without, 
this no ad of compliance with the goipel 
InAitution, or any part of it, can anfwer its 
end, or be accepted ; and theq it followeth» 
that no vifible power on earth can have any 
participation in the government of Chrift» 
not io much as to join in fupporting or in- 
forcing it J for that would defeat and fub- 
vert the liberty wherewith he has made his 
■ fubjeds free \ for no temporal or proper 
human authority can be exercifed without 
coertion, and therefore it cannot poflibly in 
the leail contribute to promote fuch pure 
religion as chriilianity requireth ; on the 
contrary^ fo far as it is regarded (and if it is 
not to be regarded, to what purpofe is it 
applied?) juft fo much is diminifhed from 
the fincerity of religiout 

Thjs I take to be the troe foundation up- 
on which w« are to explain what the apoftle 
dire^ a0erteth in the text to be an im- 
portant part of that liberty wherewith Chrift 
hath made chriftians free, namely, their de* 
liverance from the ceremonial law. Any 
one Mdio readeth the New Teftamcnt, muft 
cibferve a great difference ofte^ infifred 00 
G 4 between 
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8EftM. between the JewUh and the Cbriftian fer« 
IV. vice, parlkukrly with refped to liberty. 
Thottgh the IJraeliies were God's peculiar 
jpyet^e, diftinguifhed from all other nations 
by religious privileges^ yet is their ftate, 
when compared to the chriftian^ reprefented 
a^ a bonckge. In the debates at Jeruf^UeM^ 
ABs XV. lo, upon the famous queflion^ 
Whether the Gentile converts Were obliged 
to obferv^ the Mofeic infHtutions, St. Peter 
gtsreth his judgment againft the attempted 
impofition, beeaufe it was putting a yoke 
ttpan the necks of the ^ifciples^ 'xhicby faith 
he, neither ottr fathers nor we were ahle to 
bear. Aiid St. Paul^ in his epiftle to the 
Gafittans^ largely treateth of this fubjcd. 
Slewing that the difference between the 
JtWiili and Chriftian religious ftate was like 
that between an hfeir under age, whofc 
condition differcth nothing from afervant 
or a bondman, and a fon grown up to ma- 
turity, free frcMn tutors and governors, who 
hath obtwied the plenary poffdffion and free 
CTijbyment (rf his inheritance. The principal 
reafon c^this is, beeaufe by the Jewifh con- 
ittttttSoii, rdigibn Was blended with civil po^ 
Ifey^.^ There was an outward fiindidn added 
to religious rites, alnd the obfervance of them 
was enforced, not xmly by the fear of the 
S inviiible 
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invifible Deity, and other. pious afiedion$,S£iel«; 
but by the fear of temporal puni(hment6» IV. 
Expenfive iacrifices were a tax upon this^ 
people for their trefpafib^ ;and they, with 
other ceremonial performances, were rigor- 
oufly eJtaded under the penalty of being cut 
oSftom the privileges of the civil fociety. 

This did produce, and indeed only could 
produce a fervile fpirit, which the apoftld 
calleth the j^/W/ of bondage tofear^ Rom. vili. 
15. the fear of death and bther natural evils, 
a difpoHtion much too low to produce the 
noble exetcife of pure and perfe<a religion, 
which rather muft take its rife from that pen* 
fe6t love which caftcth out fear. The J^ws 
were fubgedt tb carnal ordinances^ and iti 
bondage to the elements of this w>rldy which 
were weaky beggarly ^ and unprojltabk ^, for 
all thefe charaders arc given to the legal 
Ordinances, by the facred writers of dirilti- 
anity. Every one can diftinguiih betwtea 
the obedience of a fervant and a foh ; the 
one doth what is enjoined him with pain, 
becaufe he doth it with tettor, under the 
a{^)rehenfion of fevere chaflifem^t for the 
kail dtfeSt ; the other adteth from the in- 
genuous principle of reverence and hearty 
aii^aiidn; fuch is the di^ence between the 
Jcwiffa aod tbeCbriftion fervice,becaufeof the 

great 
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^«RM. great difference between the motives which 
IV. excite them; the expedktions of them who 
were under the law terminated on the 
earthly Canaan^ and . the jwrivileges of the 
commonwealth of Ifrael as their reward^ 
and the fear of temporal punifhment was 
the great prefervative from difobedience ; 
whereas the chriftian fpirit is animated by 
the hope of an intirely rational and fpiritual 
happinefs, of attaining to the perfection of 
righteoufnefs, of feeing God, and being like 
bim^ which raifeth a fublime and noble fpi^ 
rity and is accompanied with a fenfe of dig- 
nity, no otherwise to be known. 

But, when chriflianity was publiihed to 
the world, directed as it was by divine pro- 
vidence, firft, to appear in Judea^ where it 
was introduced with the greater advantage 
becaufe t^ original fcheme of Judaifm^ 
rightly underftood, led the way to it, and 
it had been foretold by the Old Teftament 
prophets : When, I fay, it was publiflied 
among the Jews^ there was violent oppofi^ 
tion given to it, chiefly becaufe it declared 
liberty, (hewed the infufHciency of the an- 
cient burdenfome ceremonies, and jJaced 
religion on a mott iimple and reafonable 
foot. As men inured to civil fervitude lo& 
the very fenfe of liberty, their minds arci too 

much 
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much debaied and enervated to afpife Io^SermT 
and contend for that nobk privilege of their IV# 
natures fo the JenvSy accuftomed to the ri-^ 
gorousf injundions, and wordly elements; 
which were really the imperfedion and weak-^ 
nefs of their religion, yet were fo attached 
to them as the have no reliOi for a more ra<« 
tional and liberal form 5 they were fuper- 
ftidouily fond of thofe dark (hadows and 
external appendages, which obfcured the 
luftre of true moral piety, fubftituting them 
in its room, a:nd rejefted the divifle beauti- 
ful fimpiicity of worfhip in fpirit and truths 
which is a mofl reafonable iervice, con^ 
fifting in inward reverence and efteem for 
the amiable perfedtions of God, and am 
imitation of tl^m fo far as the firailty of our 
nature will allow. 

This was the prevailing prejudice which 
fixed the generality of that nation in their 
unbelief; wot only fo, the Jews who be- 
lieved and became the difciples of Chrift 
flill imagined that the ceremonial law was 
obligatory^ and upon that foundation were 
for excluding the Gentiles from the privi- 
leges of chriflianity ; it was not till after 
repeated miracles and extraordinary inflruc* 
tions by the Holy Ghoft, that the apofUes 
^nofdves underwood the gofpel*liberty» 

and 



Digi 



tized by Google 



^^ Of Cbrijlian Liberty. 

SfiRM.and diftt the diftin<3:ion made by the law 
.IV. was taken away; but through the whole 
apoftolic age many others retained fuch a 
refpeA for their ancient rites and the tradi- 
tions of their fathers^ that they would have 
the obfervance of them continued in the 
chriftian church together with the gofpel 
inftitutionsi which was the principal fub- 
jed of contention amoi^ the primitive be- 
lievers. Bot the truth was» and it appeareth 
plainly from the main principles of the chri^ 
ilian religion, and the whole flrain of the 
New Teilament writings, that this obli^- 
lion ceafed, wd Jefus Cbriji made his fol* 
•lowers free from that bondage* Indeed cha^ 
rky directed thofe who were inftru£ted in chri- 
ftian liberty, ib bear, for a time, with their 
weak judaizing brethren, even fo far as in 
fotne infbnces, to comply with them, by ob- 
Idrving the antiquated cerem(Mue& St PmJ^ 
than whom no man was a more zealous ad- 
vocate for liberty, was yet fo charitable as 
to bec$mt all things t^ all men j particularly, 
to the Jtws he became as a Jew^ and under 
the law : To render Timothy the more ac- 
ceptable to the Jews^ and thathe might mc»^ 
fuccefsfuUy miniikr to their converfion, he 
circumcifed him ; and rather than ofiend 
weak brethren by eating what they accouom 

ed 
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ed unclean meat, he would eat nofucb miot SE^Kht 
(though in itfclf lawfiil) ^bik the world IV* 
ftood. 

But there wete certain boonda fets to ihk 
condefcenfion, and circumftances in which 
liberty was to be aflerted ^ he was not to 
foe prefcribed to by the humours of any 
man, nor would pleafe lliem any £u:dier 
dian for good to edification. Particularly, 
it appeareth from his writings, that his rule 
was, as in the nature and rcaibn c^the cafil 
it (hould be, that when peremptory > dem 
mands were made upon him, as of right 
and neceflity, to conform to the notion^ 
and pradices of others in iuch matters, ht 
as peremptorily refufed, and ftill would 
have his dedining the exerciie of hifi Ji^ 
berty, in fome particular inflances, a matter 
of fi:ee choipe, not of ftrid: oblation, to 
be direif^ed by his own prudence and charity^ 
not determined by the decrees <^ others* 
The great error at that time relating to tl^ 
jewiih rites, was infifting upon the ob&r- 
?anceof them as necei&ry eithor to ^valaon 
or religious communion, and St. Paul ex-* 
preilly declareth hUnfelf againft both s Gal. 
V. 2. Behold J, Paul, fay unto you, that if 
ye be circumcifed, if being chriiUans you 
will add to your religion and the founda- 
tion 
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^ E R M. tion of your hope to wards God, circumcifidn 

^V. and the mofaick ceremonies, as neccflary 
to jtiftification, Cbriftjhall profit you nothing ; 
for, 1 teftify again to every man that is (fo) 
arcumcifed^ that he is a debtor to do the whole 
law : Cbrijt is become of no efeSi unto you^ 
wbofoever of ym are juftified by the law^ ye 
are fallen from grace. 

. And fen: the. other erroneous opinion con- 
neded with and piirfuant to that lafi men- 
tioned, theneceffitycf circumcifionj and the 
ceremonies as terms of religious confimunion, 
or a qualification for ^tbe chriftian fervice ; 
the apoftle as clearly determineth againft itj 
in the 2d chap, of the fame cpiftle: The 
cafe was this ; aftet fourteen years abfencc 
from Jerujalemy during which time he had 
been labouring in the work of the miniflry 
am<Mig the Gentiles, he returned again to 
Jerufdlem^ and he communicated to the 
chriftians there the doarine which he had 
preached; (chriftianity free from the obli- 
gation of the Jewifli law) tut he firft com- 
municated it privately to them who were 
of reputation, the apoftles and other chief 
men among the brethren^ lead by the arti- 
fices of the Judaizers fome prejudices might 
have been raifcd againft hinr and his mi- 
Diftry. In this expedition: he took witk 

him 
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liim I'itus his companion ind fellow la-S£RM» 
bourcr in the work of the gofpel, who was IV/ 
known to be a Greeks and uncircumcifed/ 
Now» to fhew that circumciiion was not a 
necefiiry term of chriftian OMnmunion^ or 
a neceflary qualification in a chriftian teacher^ 
Titus was not compelled to fubmit to that 
ceremony ; and if it had been infiiled in, 
the apoftle would have peremptorily rc^d:^ 
ed it, for the reafon which he giveth himfelf, 
ver. 4, 5. ^ becaufe of Jalfe brethren unawares 
brought in^ who came in privily to fpy out 
our liberty^ which we have in Cbrifi Jefiis^ 
tbjat they might bring us into bondage y to 
whom we gave place by fubjeSlion^ no not for 
an bour^ that the truth of the gofpel might 
continue with you. The plain meaning of 
which is» that though circumciiion was (o 
far indifferent at that time, that it might be 
pradifed, when it ihould tend to the furr 
therance of the gofpel by removing preju- 
dices ; St. Paul him&lf on that account cirr 
cumcifed Timothy^ as we read in the i6th 
of the A^s^ not from any fuppofed obliga- 
tory force in the law, which formerly re-- 
quired it, for then he fhould have been cir- 
cumcifed before, and independently of any 
particuler circumflances, but it is exprefHy 
laid at the 3d verfe, that he did it becaufe 
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SsHM^oftBe Jews who were in tbofi quarten^ that 
IV. is, he did it only to prevent pepofleffion 
againft. timothy 5 yet when profcffed chri- 
ftians infifted on the ufc of that ceremony, 
in itfelf indifferent, as neceffary to qualify a 
man for eommunion with them, or for be- 
ing a teacher of chriftianity, the apoftle 
would not yield to them, fo nauch as for an 
hour; becaufe that was an invafion of liber- 
ty, an attempt i^ bring the chriftian church 
into a fervilc condition, as that of the Jews 
was, and becaufe it tended to corrupt the 
true gofpel fcheme of religion, which is of 
of itfelf fufficicnt to all the purpofes of mens 
acceptance with God and their fellowship 
one with another, and which was intended 
by its divine author, to be always free from 
all fuch debafing mixtures and impoikions. 

There is another cafe related in the faooe 
chapter, which, I think, remarkable to our 
prefent purpofe, and it is this, whereas the 
chriftians at Antieeh^ confifting of ^eip^ and 
Gentiles, and the apoftle ^eter with them, 
lived freely together in friendly felk>wfliip> 
without any diftindion on account of the 
tegal ceremonies, particularly meats, cli^n 
and unclean, according to the Mofaic Infti- 
tution ; when certain Jewijh chriftians came 
who were othcrwife minded, Peter fearing 
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to exafpcrate or offend them, withdrew, St rm; 
dnd feparated himfelf from that fdcial com- IV^ 
mutiication with the Gentiles whidh he had 
before maintained, thuS fofming aH inclo- 
fure in the chriftian church, on the foot of 
the abrogated ceremonies; iot the confe- 
quence was, that others, and among them 
even Barnabas^ hnitated the example of that 
eminent apoftle, joining in the reparation, 
fo that here was the beginning of a fchifih 
among the difciples of Chriftj and aliena-^ 
tion of afFe<ftioiis, and a califelefs breach of 
communion : On this account the zealous 
St. Pauly regarding the truth of the gofpel 
more than the perfonS df hien, withftood 
the apoftle Peter to the face, charing him 
and his followers with diilimulation, Becaufe 
they adted inconfiftently j Firft, living freely 
with the Gentiles, and then forfaking their 
fcUowlhip, without any juft catife given on 
their part j and becaufe they nvalked not Up^ 
rightly according to the truth t)f the gofpel^ 
that important truth which St. Pete*- him.* 
felf bad been taught by a vifion from bea- 
ten, namely, that Opd hasi now taken away 
the diAin^on between perfons and meats, 
dead and unclean ; and charging him like-« 
wife with an invafion of liberty, compelling 
by the authority of his example, as being a 
Vol. IV. H perfofl 
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S ERM. pcrfbn of great caimence in <he clmftby thr 
IV. Gentiles to do that, as of ncdpffity, and for 
the fake of religion and confcieticei to which 
they were under no manner of oWi^tioa 
by the laws of Jejm Chrifi^ but merely ii> 
compliance with the will of menr 

Many other declarations of the New 
Teftament might be mentioned^ proving 
the abolition of the ceremonial kw, and 
^at this is an eminent part ef the liberQF 
wherewith Chrift has made us &€e ; but k 
is needled to infifl on a point fo very clear ;. 
the truth is, any one who cpnfidereth atten- 
tively the nature of that conftitution, and 
the form of fervice prefcribed by it, muft 
' t)e convinced that it was calculated for one 
nation only, and that of no large extent \ Mid 
k therefore no way fuitable ta the gofpel^ 
which, by its obvious defign, and the de- 
clared will of its Author, vjras to be pub^ 
lifhed to all nations % and that the yniiftr 
ceremonies were intended tafeparate a pecu^ 
liar people, fettled under a certain politicd' 
form, from all others ; whereas Jig/i^j Ghrift 
died and rofi agaitiy and revived^ th»t he 
might be Lord of ally and that he tnig^t ga- 
Aer together into one religious fofeicty alt 
the children of God that werefcaftered^oad^ 
all every where, who trufy fear him and^66rk 
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H^hleoujhefs: We have therefore full rea* Skrm^ 
fon to acknowledge with thankful hearts the ^^ ^ 
great gobdndfs of God to \x%i who hath ap- 
jK>iflt?ed d^t lot under the laft and beft dlf- 
penfation ; Manj prophets wrd Hghtecus men 
have de fired to fee thefe things which we fee ^ and 
ha'ue not feen them, diid to hear thofe things 
which we hear^ and have not heard'themi 
Mat. xiii. The rtiiniftration oi Mofes was 
itty glorious, gi^en wrth awftjl and magni- 
ficent fdemnity, and it wa§ a Very peculiar 
. favour to the Ifraelitesi (at Gad Jhewed hii 
word unto Jt^coby his fiatutcs and his judg- 
hents to Ifraeli he did not deal fo ^ith anj 
natibni PftiL cxlvii. 19,- 20. bat the apoftle 
tafteth it the fiiiniftratioti of condemnation 
UTidofdeathi 2 Cbt. iii. 7, 9; No\v there i^ 
gflbited to us by Jefus Chrift the miniflrd^ 
Hon of tighietmfnefsy of lift^ and ofthefpi^ 
/•//, wiiich exceedeth Jn ^lory,^ in every 
tbmg the httman mind can efteem glorious,- 
irt grace and truth, in beautiful iimplicity^ in 
cleattref^ and knowledge,' in hope and joy i 
Ood having abounded towards its in all 
nvifdt)fn and prudence j love and ^ompaflion^ 
aiid iti Jefus €hrrft his image^ difplayed the 
rmift amiable redlitude and benevolence of 
liis inistture. By the chrHlian inftitiition as fefc 
agakrft the Mofaic (Sfecenopiy,, the condition 
H 2 of 
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S £ R M. of God's fervanta is changed from childhood 
to the ftate of grown man^ from obfcurity 
to clear light, from fhadows to fubftancc, 
from terror to hope, from bondage to liber- 
ty ; doth not this juftly demand our grati- 
tude, fhould not our fouls rejoice //i the 
Lord, and our /pints magnify God our Sa^ 
viour, for he that is mighty hath done great 
things for us, and holy is his name f 

But the privileges of chriftianity are grant- 
ed to us as to rational beings, and that they 
may have their proper efFedt, there muft be 
on our part a fuitable improvement of them. 
The bleffings of light, and fpiritual confo# 
lation, and liberty, are throw^n away upon 
low, groveling, and fervile minds, which 
have no tafte foi: them j as Solomon obferveth 
that a price is put into the hands, of a fool 
to get wifdomy but he hath no heart to it i 
and our Saviour reprefenteth it as the un^ 
Jhappy ftate of many of his hearers, t^at 
light was come unto the world, and they loved 
darknefs rather 5 fo the fpirit of a bondman, 
or child, whofe condition is no better, no 
way correfpondeth to the freedom of fons; 
That we may therefore truly enjoy the ad- 
vantages which we are intitled to by the gof- 
pel, and attain to that high dignity and per<^ 
fciftion, which the grace of God defigned 

USi 
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us for, let us always endeavour to cultivate Se r m. 
and ftrengthen in ourfelves becoming diipo- IV. 
fitions aiid principles of adion, fuch as a ^ 
filial reverence and love of God, gratitude to 
Jefus Cbriji^ and afFedtion to the things abo^e^ 
where hejittetb at the right hand ofGody a 
delight in virtue and goodnefs, and a con- 
tempt for the plcafures of fin, and the mean 
tranfitory enjoyments of this world, that fo 
under the influence of thefe noble princi- 
ples, we may always walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith we are called. 

1 hope we will not be the lefs, but the 
more inclined to the chriftian fervice, be- 
caufe it is not rigoroufly enjoined as a bur- 
denfome tafk, and extorted by the threat- 
nings of temporal punifliment, but we are 
invited to it firom hearty afFedlion, and by 
rational motives. Slaves arc dragged un- 
willing before their mailer to hear with 
terror his fevere commandments, and with 
a dread of penal inflidlion; but children 
come of choice into the prefence of their 
gracious father, and with confidence in his 
paternal tendernefs. The worfhip which 
the gofpel prefcribeth is fo reafonable and 
finiple, fo worthy of men, and perfe<5tive 
of their higher powers, that one ^yould 
think we fliould need no exhortation to it ; 

H 3 • and 
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Serm. and ingenuous fpirits would be better reconr 
ly. died to the yoke of ChrLft, bccaufe it i§ 
eafy and light. Surely freedom mufl be 
pleafing to the hpman nature, and thofe 
adions the moft agreeable which are our 
own choice : But the true reafon why reli- 
gious excrcifes are infipid to many, and ^ 
much neglcQed, is the want or weaknefs 
of thcfe fublime fei^timents and pious affec- 
tions which chriftianity infpireth ; the im- 
preffions of Gqd arc not lively, of' his pre- 
sence with his creatures, prefeirvin^ and 
governing them with pcffe^ wjfdom and 
equity, of his love and grijce to finfcil man- 
Icind ; love to him is cold ]j fo is the defire 
pf righteoufncfs^, far fliort of that hunger 
^nd Jhirft which our Saviour recommend- 
cth ; there is little relifh of moral worth and 
perfedtion ; therefore are pious meditations, 
jprayer, and other ads pf devotion, (q Httle 
reliftied; nay, fp much defpifed by many 
profefled chriftians, very unfuitably to the 
)rinciple§ and fpirit pf their profeffion, the 
spirit $f adoption^ ^^y}^ ^^^^ Father^ in- 
clining hi? children \o fervc him with ala- 
crity apd jqy^ with fervent affedlion and 
dutiful refpedt. The farncftnefs apd inten- 
sion pf mind, the joy and enlargement of 
|i?art^ the defire and delight with whid^ 

the 
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^ fcrvant^ of God under the Old Ttfta- Serm, 
ipeat performed his worfjiip, which then IV. 
1^^ e^rlhly, carnal) and illiberal, in compa- 
Tifon,^ reproacheth our iloth and indifference 
\u attending the better worfliip injpirit and 
trutby which our Saviour hath taught us f 
they rgoyccd when they *meni t^ to the 
houfe of Qod\ they efteemed a day in it 
better than a fhpufand elfe^here j they me^ 
Stated in tkt divine law night and day^ and 
$md^ it their Jmgs in the hwfe of their pil- 
grimage \ though it was but a weak and 
low cBconomy they were under, they cam^ 
to a terreftrial mount, a law given by angel^ 
with prodigies, caufing the utmoft confter- 
nfttion and horror; but fince better things 
are provided for us, we are come to maunf 
Zion^ to the feryfakm abov^^ which isfree^ 
that happy ftate, which is nqt put in fub- 
jedion to the angels, but in which they m- 
mfier to them who Jhall h ^^W offalvation^ 
to a clearer knowledge, and freer accefs to 
God, with open face beholding in a glafs his 
ghry by Jejiis Cbriji his bcighwft image : 
Since it is fo, and we have received a king^ 
dom which cannot be mofved^ kt us have grace 
hereby we mayferve God acceptably^ with 
reverence and godly fear. 

H 4 To 
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8erm. To ptoceed farther on this fubjea, it !$ 
I v. to beobferved, that the liberty laft menti- 
oned, and principally meant in the text, the 
freedom of chriftians from the obligations of 
the ceremonial law and the Jewifh tradi- 
tions, fo ftrcnuoufly aflerted by the writers 
of the New Teftamcntj that, I fay, it reft- 
cth upon this principle, that chriftiaqity, as 
originally delivered by our Saviour and his 
apoftles, is a perfedt plan of inftituted re- 
ligion, fufficient to all the purpofes of fuch 
an inftitution without any addition to it, or 
the mixture of any other religious opinions 
or rites for ever. This is the truth of the 
gofpel which St. Paul would have to conti- 
nue with the churches 5 and the reafon why 
be fo Warmly oppofed the introdudlipn- of 
any ceremonies which Chrift had not ap- 
pointed 10 the pa0age above referred to. 
And in another place, {Horn, xiv.) treating 
of the fime fubjcS, the Jewifli ceremonies, 
the impofition whereof he zealoufly refiftetb, 
teaching that every chriftian fhould be left 
to bis liberty in ufing or forbearing them, 
-g5 prudence and charity fhculd dire^ftj he 
thus deferibeth the kingdom of God, or the 
gd'pel inftitution, that it h not meat and 
drinks but right eoufnefsy and peace ^ and j^^ 
in the Uoly Gboji : apd ^ddcth, for he that 

in 



Digi 



tized by Google 



Of Cbriftian Liberty. 105 

in tbofe things ferveth Chriji^ is acceptable to S-ikrm. 
GW, and approved of men. The end gf the IV. 
gofpel inftitution, is to inftrudt men how^ 
they may obtain the divine acceptance, and 
to be the foundation of a religious fociety. 
Now to thcfe ends nothing more is neccflary 
than the great fubftantials of religion, uni- 
verfal righteoufnefs, and peace, and fpiritual 
joy, arifing from them 5 for he that in thofe 
things ferveth Clirift, fulfilleth the defign of 
cbriftianity, is in titled to the favour of God, 
and approved by men ^ to be received by chrK* 
ftians into all the intimacies of their religi* 
ous fellowfhip, without fubmitting to any 
other impofition. 

It foUoweth, that chriftians can be under 
no human appointment whatever, in matters 
purely of religion and confcience ; and this 
alfo is one part of the liberty wherewith 
Chrift hath made them free. There never 
was, nor ever will be, a more plaufible ap- 
pearance of reafon for ufing, or requiring to 
be ufed, any external obfervances not infti- 
tuted by Jefus Chrift, than for fome at leaft 
of the Jewifh ceremonies, which, befides 
their being inftruftive emblems of moral 
purity, and probably fo originally intended, 
had once the fanftion of divine authority, a 
ilrong argument of their innocence, and be- 
ing 
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SiRM.ing well *d*pted to religious purpofes ; yel 
IV* ^e «^Ic would have the chriftian fervicQ 
^ wfeolly ^ee from tb^ impofition of f hem, 
f ven though they were, accprding to the dc-r 
(kr^ticms and prafftice of the apoftle^ th^oi,^ 
ielv^j in4ifiereiit, and might lawfully be 
ttiipd, when any chriiHan^ ji^dging for him^i- 
frlf, ihould think that expedient, as tending 
IJ3, particular qrcumflancas to prevent of-* 
fen^e, or to prorpote piety agd charUy. 
What rational pretence then c?n there be 
Sm: iwxbg chriftianity with merely human 
inventions, for the propriety and ufefulnefs 
qi which the wifdom of aiep is only to he 
relied on, and fubjedling .chriftians in the 
^airs of religion, to merely human autho- 
rity. Indeed this argument may be juftly 
<:arri€d much farther, and fo it is in the 
text. Stand fajl in the liberty wherewith 
Cbrifi hath made us free ^ and be not entan^^ 
led again with the yoke of bondage-, that is^ 
pot only you are under no obligation to fub- 
jnit to the Jewifli ceremonies when required 
t>y men, nor, by parity of reafon, to any 
other human impofitions, but you arc obli* 
ged to withftand them, and maintain your 
liberty inviolable, fince our Saviour, the folp 
^ing and head of his church, hath kft k 
free frpni all ritual appointment? cycept hip 
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pwDi flncc no Jewifli ceremonies, no Iiu*$erm» 
pian invention or inftitution muft ever be a IV. 
part of our religion, receive^ a$ if it were^ 
pcccffiiry to our acceptance with God, or a 
term of, and qualification for, ^ny kind of 
religious fdlowibip : And fince it appearetji 
by autbentip declarations and approved exam- 
ples in the Ni^w T^ftament^ to be not only 
the ^palienable right, but ipdifpenfable duty 
pf every individual chriftian, to ufe or for- 
bear indi^erent things, according to the di- 
fe(5ion of prudence and charity ; in other 
words, as they appear, not to others, but 
t6 himfelf, e^^pedient or ine^fpedient. Since, 
I fay, it is fo, this original plan of chrijftia- 
nity, as ^ divipe inftituted religion, is car- 
neftly to be contended for by the difciples 
pf Jefu5 Cbrifti froin a principle of loynl 
gfiedtio^i to hjm, as well as in defence of 
their cQiprpon fights; for every encroach- 
ment of this kind, every inapofition of in- 
different things in religipn by human autho- 
rity, is fp far a phange in the chriflian ftate 
and conflitution, and an infra(3:ion on chri- 
ftian liberty j and ppr |iibmitting to it is fo 
far really, though often not defignedly, yield- 
ing to a change, giving up the common lir 
|)erty of chriflians, and entapgling ourfelves 
^ith a yoke of bondage. 

- The 
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Serm. The chriflian church being thus cfe<fted, 
IV. purely a fpiritual kingdom, undef the folc 
dominion of Chrift, as the head, the model 
of it finifhed by himfelf, and its laws irre- 
vocably fettled, was certainly a complcat 
conftitution in its kind, worthy of the wis- 
dom and grace of its founder, and fitted in 
the befl manner to promote its end, that is, 
pure religion and univerfal righteoufnefs. 
But as the original law of nature, in itfcif 
perfedl and fufficient for its proper ends, if 
it had been rightly underflood and applied, 
yet became inefFeftual, and the defign of it 
in ^ great meafure defeated, through the 
weaknefs and depravity of men ; nor could 
this inconverilence be prevented, without 
fuch an interpofition on God's part, as muft 
have altered the nature of things, or been 
inconfiflent with the eflcntial rules of his 
moral govemmeiit. In like manner, chri- 
llianity, however perfeft as an inflitution, 
and excellently adapted to the defign of re- 
forming mankind, and bringing them t6 the 
true pradice of piety and virtue, yet being 
givei> to frail and fallible men, mufl be lia- 
ble to be abufed, and in a great meafure 
rendered unfuccefsful by their folly and per- 
verfenefs, as in fad it hath been s nay great 
and effential alterations have been made in 
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Its very frame* For inftcad of the original S e r m# 
fimplicity and purity of the gofpd, a quite ^^i 
different form of religion hath been intro- 
dttced into the chriflian church. 

What I mean is the whole fcheme of po- 
pery, which if we view it at its height, 
and grown up to its full maturity, is perhaps 
the mod monflrous appearance that ever was 
in the moral world, being, under the name 
of the chriftian church and conftitution^ 
the very reverfe of chriftianity in all impor* 
tant refpeds. At its head there is a tyrani- 
cal human power over the confdcnccs of 
men,. pretending to be the. vicar of Chrift, 
really fet up m oppofition to him, and in- 
ftead of worfhip in fpirit and truth, which 
Jefus Chrift came to eftabliih, a heavy load 
of new abfurd opinions, under the names 
of religious, doctrines and outward ceremo-^ 
nies as terms of communion ; enjoined by 
mere ecclefiaftic authority, and enforced by 
the moft feverfe temporal penalties, as well 
as threatenings of eternal damnation. Oa« 
important cl^iim of this ipiritual tyranny, 
which is one of its principal fupports, and 
compleateth the fcrvitude of thofe who are 
umler it, is a pretended infailibility and fb- 
voie^n authority in interpreting the doftrines 
and laws of Chrift, which are alledged to 
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SSAMt&e obfeure, and to have no deferfhiftattf 

IV. me^Ding bmt fuch as is defined by the ifh* 
^ torp^retation of popes or councils^ to which 
all are bound implicitiy to fabttiit* No*r^ 
iSm is properly a legifktive authority ; lor if 
the laws dp a king fo called^ are not others 
wifi^ to be underftood, and not othenhriie 2t 
rule to his fuli^e^s, than aiccording to tho^ 
feftfe gitcn by others, thofe others, ncrt he, 
Vt truly fpeaking the lawgivers. See here 
tn efiential change made in the chriiliaii 
ecsoftitution, which by die exprels declara- . 
itioBSj and obroms defign of the New* 
Teftamtot, was crigin^ founded on t^ 
prineqsle of one only fupreme ruler, whofe 
luv^Jkm is mt (ftbis worid^ and ion the fap^ 
{x>fiti0n xX his long abfencx^ aocord^iig to 
the plain inCehtkin of ^i: Sa>tioar's cmm pfr* 
r^Ie» Luke xix. ftom the lath ver&, fab 
tbfence, I &y, eveo tiU the ceofiittiiaation 
of all things^ whm he is to tttwcu^ mA ili^ 
ftr^bule rewards (and pani&ments to hit 
|Mr6fef&d fula^efiUy according to thek woiks ^ 
Durkg ^hidi abfence^ there is nor^Ue 
interpofitkm oti his part, to esipiain or eiif^ 
ibrce oi^edience, but eveiy otit of d»e ftb^ 
jeQs is left «3 (umrj^ tbe laws for likii&lf 
in the b^ sMhser hie can, ii&ig ioch im^ 
nifterial helps as «te affbrded 1^ to a»^ 
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lightdi Irii underllandifig, n<^ fubmluit^SsRM^' 
his judgog^Dt and confcience tb any iti^efte- IV. 
xiiX power ^ and to ad ibiely fr&m xhk {^in-** ^ 
ciple of faith in the unicen king^ and froofi a 
itgard to tht a(ax)unt which i% to be given to 
him at the final judgment. 

Inftead of this, popery fetteth up a vifi- 
fale adminiftrationy indeed a great temporal 
mtHitrchy, with a power of infallibk and 
authoritative interpretation, rather a pov(rer 
of promUlging the true kw6 of the go£- 
pel^ of different kws, as &all feem meet to 
the gov&rnor y and in effeA they bavt often 
p&blifhed different, nay contrary laws, ei>» 
forjDed with the £mK^on of prefent external 
rewards and punifhments. What is this in 
re^ty, but altering the whole conflitution^ 
iikirely new modelling the government^ 
though under the name of the original king^ 
indeed, dethroning him and ufurping his 
power>, or a new power in oppofition to 
hxm^ and enfc^cing a different kind of obe* 
dience from what he requireth, and will 
<mly &tisfy die obligation of his laws, an 
obedience whoHy derived ^om different 
ni^Cives^ aft cbedi^ice #iot prqperly to Chrifl 
but to m^ adt arifing from fincerely good 
inward affe^ions^ and athoroi^h per&iafioa 
WilCerniftg the fruths and motives of the 
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$£rM. gofpel, which is the efTence of practical 
IV. chriftianityi but a merely external con- 
ftrained obedience, proceeding from world-- 
ly cpnfidcrations and human terrors ? » 

This impious antichriftian plan was not: 
finiflied at once; fuch a total alteration of 
dirlflianit}% it cannot be thought chriftiansin 
any age would have confpired in making or 
fubmitting to, had it been propofed to them 
intire, and in all its deteflable deformity } but 
it had an early commencement, and rofe up 
gradually, increaiing continually by the la- 
bour of bufy ambitious minds, through man/ 
fbcceflively degenerating ages, without their 
being able to forefee what it would arrive 
*to at laft ; the myftery of iniquity began to 
work even in the apoftolic times, and from 
the addition of a few trifling ceremonies ta 
Acfimplicity of the chriftian fervice, and 
more moderate claim of ccclcfiaftic power, 
under the pretence of preferving order, 
peace, and uniformity in the churches, it 
grew, by unperceived degrees, to that bur- 
denfom heap of fiiperftitious, nay and idola- 
trous rites, and that enormoiis tyranny 
which hath defaced the beauty of the chri*^ 
ftian inftitution, enervating the precepts 'of 
the holy Jefus, and, fo far as it is receiv- 
ed, thoroughly enflaving his fubje^s. But 
4 divine 
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drtme tvifiipm fprclaw this great cimrtge, SfeRMr 
aod it was foretold by the ffwrit of prophecy IV. 
which i$ the tcjiimmycfjefiiu Tlit by the 
permiiBon of proVi<isncc fuch a monftrous in-^ 
nofvatioa fhould be itntroduced ftrndamentally 
cy«r%fijQ^our holy religion, atjd that under 
theiiamc and pret^ooe of catholk chriiliani'' 
ty^ ^ A very (hodtipg €vcnt^ inexplicable 
l^ fattouin imd^riUnding) and to he nuoH 
herad among the deptb$ of the knttwledge of 
Gad^ Ht^efi ju4gmcnts are unfi(ircbabk and 
his ms^f pffi facing ^^* I^ ^^i however, 
thcicfi (hocktngi bpcaiife we are forewarn- 
ed cf it in the icripture$, which clearly dt;* 
f^ibe the grand apoftacy, its jife, progreft, 
and its odious chara<Ser, when at the greats- 
eft height, flained with fuperftition, idda- 
tfy, and th« tngfi abominable wickedneis ; 
and in the f4n9e Scriptures we are taught to 
hope for better times, for the fall of the king^. 
dom of ditrknefi^ and graven images^ and for 
the reftocation of primitive chriilianity, 
which is the true kingdom of Chrift. Thefe 
pcediiftions we have in fome coniiderable 
meafiiie iccst verified, many churches for-^ 
merly under the papal jurifdii^ion have r^ 
nouniced that yoke, forfaken the Romi(h er- 
rors and fiiperftitioo, and returned to pur^r 
principles, jmd psr^r wg^ijiip. Yet the re- 
Vql. IV. I forma- 



Digi 



tized by Google 



114 ^f ChrJfiian Liberty. 

S E R M. formation is flill imperfect ; - for papifli cor* 
1 Vc ruptions and ulurpations muft fall as they rofe^ 
by degrees : there are reno^ins in' many, inal'^ 
mofl all the proteftant churches, of the anti- 
chriftian fuperftition, and efpecially the anti- 
chriftian fpirit, of perfecuting domination in 
feme, and fervitude in the condition and reli*- 
gion of others. But we have ground toesrpeft 
yet a better ftate of things, even a more 
perfef): and more extenfive reformation* 
When the gofpeljhail have efree courfe and' 
be glorified \ not reftrained by the prejudices, 
the pafiions, the pride, and the fecuhr 
views of men j when religion (hall be Jjet^. ^ 
ter understood, and more iincerely and uni- . 
verfally pradlifed, and to fpeak in the pro* 
phetick , ftile of the fcripture, nvben Satan 
Jhall be bounds and Cbriji Jhall reign upon * 
earth in the fpirit of meeknefs^ ofxcharity^ 
and liberty. 

In the mean time, let the chriftians who 
are delivered from the intolerable fervitude" 
of popery, be thankful to the providence of' 
God, to whofe interpofition they owe their 
deliverance. It is very true, we haver reafon 
on our fide 5 to embrace the proteftant, re-' 
jcdting the popifh religion, when both arc 
ftirly propofed, Ihews a better undcrftand-' 
ing and greater candor : But how few arc 

there 
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itAiCr who '<itaii juftly make a iQcrit for^m^^S jrit m^ 
fidvfjs of ifenir; rect^iVin;^ qnd pixifeflingl|Mr6ff IV^«: 
tcAkfttiiip? Ifcw cfewhaveiiadifhrcijgAitrf^''^^^ 
itoiAd^: »^ Seaf efto'ugh fc^ truth/, tix^eliwb 
^emfeiws 'frohi thb fiuares> of; popccyr .widbf. 
oi9t dn^ediiaidcm'leadiiig tiieni.to it^jorribm^ 
other dmSiKRifr pro^ideiiti4 adiKuitagas f! iWft ' 
fee m popifh QOuntHeamenlof tbergcc^f^A: 
peoetiitijb^uanij^ whos\ odlcr#ife .flSew^v^, 
remarka^le^/^rcK)!^, vyet\ \faeM^ ki tb^ £u;^]& 
Captivity ' ^di oAcrsif. . ISkt: unid ui^ihkx^-f 

the Uhei"^e'futkn to ms ih pkafant*fiac€^ 
and our lot is appointed in>fi |flpd!iof\tijg^ 
and liberty ; and as fcarcely any of the pro- 
teilant churches have advanced fo far ia 
purity of worfliip, and in liberty as the 
principles of the reformation, which are 
the original principles of true chriftianity, 
would lead then), which is too apparent 
from their remaining contentions upon thefe 
points; it were earneftly to be wifhed, 
they would ftill proceed farther on the foun- 
dation which is fo happily laid, till all reliflis 
of *pk>pi(h fuperftition, and the popifli fpirit, 
were banilhed from among them, and pri- 
mitive chriftianity reftored. But while that 
great work is imperfeft, and our difference 
in fentiments and practice about leiTer mat- 
I 2 . ters 
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Stoff IV. ten ctotlmiscU I koQW no rul« £> gdod^^jtsiA 
IV. yfAaiJh can be ib properly appli(i4 fer pro- 

'^^"'^ wodug prtice andreligkm; M.tiwf^igiYen l^ys 
tho apoAle, in a p^mUd c»f^» sa^y, th« 
dtbi^s^aiqongtfaeptimitiTedmiUMi, 6on-< 
cnmuig U» Jewifi) «erbmcaies» <abd ib^ 
are all ^^noooil up in charity and mitfual 
fepteujinoe^ jMvtSibtr^t^ at putny <u 
iit& 'pttftSt^ itt&tt) nanded, andtfim mft 
Wi^yiie ctBihm$Jk^fna^ed,^edJMi re^ 
v»^4ventkis untcymi newrtiubfs tnHnretih 

ikr Jkffu ruki kt au mnd tke.Jkm tbi^i- 
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SERMON V. 

Of CHRlStlAN LiBfeRTV. 

i»i I in I I Mil II li I I I ii. r II i i mi I f n i6»i^fcb^rt4 

GAL. V. 1. 

Bittnd faji therefore in the liberty nibett^ 
with Cbriji hath made us Jree. 

I Have dready endeavoured to cxplcuiiSERM. 
the liberty whettwifh Chrjfl: hath made y • 
his followers' free, and Which the apoftte^ 
exhorteth men Aedfaftly to niainuin> having 
]fiiewn that it primarily and dire<^ly mttaneth 
the deliverance of the chriflian chuttch from 
the grievous yoke of ceremonial obfervances, 
which, faith St. Feter^ neither die Ja^m 
themfelves, nor their fathers, were abid to 
bear. But by a parity of reafon, and in- 
deed according to the defign of the gbfpdl 
and the plain meaning <^ its dedaradoh^^ 
chriftians oi^ht to be always free irom the. 
appointments of human authority in the 
afi^irs of religion and cixifcience^ Gbri^ 
yefi^^ being thd fole king in his kbgdonti^ 
and head of his body which is the idhuitb^ 

I 3 and 
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SERM.and no other authority than his, nor other 
V. motives than thofe he hath declared, being 
VcapaUe of producing that obedience which 
alone can fatisfy the obligations of chri- 
ftianity. This prerogative, howeyer, of 
Chrift, and thefe privileges of his fubjeds, 
have been moft injurioufly invaded by the 
popifti hierarchy and fcheroe of religion, 
which is a kingdom diredlly oppofite to his, 
and a religious model perfcftly the reverfc 
of the chriftian conftitution. By confider- 
ing this contrafl, of the chriftian ftate as 
delineated in the gofpcl, and the ahtichriftian 
ufurpation introduced upon it, vv^e may the 
better underftahd the excellency of the for- 
mer, both in refped: to purity and freedom, 
and be: led thankfully to- acknowledge the 
goodncfs of God in our begun deliverance 
from the fervitude of the other, which we 
hope wUl be carried to a yet greater pejv 
fedlioh. 

But it may be neceflary to enquire a little 
ferther into the extent of human power and 
jiberty in matters of religion, fince there is 
a diverfity of fentiments upon this fubje(5t 
among proteftants themfelvcs, fome of whom 
Xet up claims to authority, much tnore mo- 
derate indeed than thoie of popery, which 
yet others diiallow. . There are churclics 
. . ; •. of 
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of. great eminence in the reformation which S er m^ 
in their publick confeffions affert, that the Y* 
church, meaning that which is called repre* 
fentatiye^ pr an aflembly of church guides, 
bath authority in matters of faith. The 
cxpreffion feemeth to be exceptionable, and 
the pretenfion to a power of determining 
.points of faith, very unbecoming men who 
^knowle^ge themfelves fallible; But, to 
jnake it coniiftent with proteftant principles, 
it i$ interpreted a^ meaning only what is 
called a miniflerial authority, which jfingle 
teachers as well as focieties of them have to 
declare their own fenfe of fcripture doftrines, 
which doth not at all bind the confcience; 
of others, nor is intitled to any farther re* 
gard than that of fair and impartial exami- 
nation, equally due to the opinions of pri- 
vate perfons, and only to be received a§ 
every chriflian judging for himfelf fceth \% 
fupported with fufficient arguments: Nor 
are thefe church-definitions, as fuch, en^ 
fbrced with any fandlion, any rewards or 
punifljiments affeding the. fpiritual ftate of 
men ; for being no part of religion, as the 
apoftle faith in another parallel cafe, they 
do, not commmd us t-p GdJ ; for Jteitber if nvf, 
ri^eive them are we the better^ nor if^joe re^ 
ieivi them nof^ are, we the worfe. But fince the 
I 4 beft 
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6 fe R M. beft ptotcftsint wriiters, who thirtk thctnfelvttf 
V. Concerned to make an apology Ftir this,' 
have foftcnfid it fp as ' t0 Icavp little ta6rd 
in it than an inconvenient and improper w^y 
6f (peaking, I fhhll inflft rto farthet upbtt 
|t. There is aiiother cllaim inore peremp** 
torily infifted on by mwf prbteftants, and 
i>f a powir more properly binding upoft cbfl* 
fcience, which if it be juft, layeth Ati tStC^ 
tual reflraint on thp liberty of private thri4 
ftians in the matters whereih it i( cxerdfed, 
that is, d power to itcttt rites and cere^ 
monies. 

It is ^Hedged, in defence of this pretend* 
fion, th^t the Je^s^ burdened 4$ their reli- 
gion was with k multittlde of pofkive di^ 
vine appointments, yet added to them riiah^ 
ritual ufages, Which Were bnly impofed \xf 
ecclefiaftical authority, or handed dowA 
by tradition froqi their fethersj faoh as i 
kind of baptifm in ufe attiobgft thctft, and 
fome ceremonial obfervanceS in the pafdid 
folemnity, which it doth not appciir that 
our Saviour ever reproved them for, On thip 
contrary, he hallowed thofe to he the federal 
rites of his new difpenfatloti j that wherea^j 
the New Teftament doth nbt determine thfc 
external circumftanceS of fellglOh, i\pt lajr 
?pjr ftrcfs upon them \ the apoftles therti- 

fclvcs 



Digi 



tized by Google 



Of Cbriftidn LibSriy. 1 2 1 

(A^% Cdnfotmed, and exhorted other chri- St^tM. 
itiatts to conform for the fake of peace and V, , 
eharftf, to cuftomi in themfelves merely in- ^ 
ffifictctit} fome ufage? which in the apo- 
ftolit age obt^in^d, are now by the unl- 
vcrfai COttfent 6f the thurChes laid afide, 
Ibch as the kifs of Charity, and the order 
of deaconeflcs j the confequence from all 
which feemeth to be, that thefe points, be- 
bg in their nature not important, and vari- 
able, the dfetefminalion of them is left to 
huftiah prudence, and what prudence is fo 
e<3[Uftl to it as that of governors either eccle-^ 
fiaftical or civil, who are friends to the inte- 
refts of religion ? iThat fuch matters, how- 
ever, muft neceflarily be determined j for a 
divcrfity of opinions concerning them, ana 
in purfuahce of it, a diverfity of pradlice^ 
may be the occafion of ftrife and alienation of 
affeaions amongft chriftians, hindering their 
;x>tifin!ion edification, order, and peace, which 
\>j the general rules of fcripture, and the 
geuiusofourreligioh, ought to be carefully 
preferved; atid nothing is more eatneftiy 
urged oi^ more frequently inculcated by tht 
ipoftles upon the profeffcd fervaftts of Jefuis 
Chrift, the members of his body, than au af- 
feftionate unity, and tiniuterrupted concord ; 
liha finally, iince this authority is ordamefl 
VI for. 
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SkRM.for, and neceflary f;o^ fo valuable ends,, it 
V. ought to be maintained inviolably. . Rukraj^ 
indeed, flionld ufe their power w^ith mode- 
ration, taking care not to overload religion 
with many ufelef$ rites, fuch efpefcially as 
are indecent j but private chriftians ought 
to be fubjeft for confcience fake, withoi^t 
any other limitation than this, that God is 
to be obeyed rather than man, and they 
cannot be bound to do what appeareth.tQ 
them in itfelf evil j whether the rites pre- 
fcribed be expedient or inexpedient, they 
arc not proper judges, nor need to give 
themfelves trouble about it, being fatisfied 
in this, that any inexpediency may be fub- 
mitted to, rather than break the peace^n,d 
order of the church by difobedience to the 
decree^ of their lawful fuperiors, whiqh i$ 
Jinful. 

.. Some part of this reafoning is plaufiblej 
J^ut if it be dilige<,ntly and impartially exa^ 
mined, I doubt it will not be found foli4 
jior agreeable to. th^t truth of the goj[pel 
which the apoftle Paul fo zealoufly con- 
.tended for, that it might continue , uncor^ 
rupted in the chriftian church ; Fot, in the 
.firft place, the precedents which are referr 
red to amongft th^ Jem in our S^yipor'p 
time are of no weight > it was an age of 

X great 
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great degenaracy, when the people, inured Serm. 
^o a fervilc ftate of mind, and to grofs fo- V. 
perftition, having in a great* meafure loft ' 
the fcinfe of true piety and refped to the di- 
wne moral precepts, were ready to fubmit 
to any innovations in religion which were 
impofcd upon them. But that our Saviour 
never reproved them for this, is evidently 
a miftake; for h? often, and with juft fevcs 
Tity, inveighed againft their traditions, Mark 
,vii. 7, 13. as tending to corrupt religion-, 
and render the commandments of God of 
none effe<5t, by teaching men to l^y ftrefs 
upon infigriiiicant ceremonies, while they 
negleded fubftantial piety and virtue, which 
js ftili juftly complained of as the greateft 
inconvenience attending the impofition of 
indiiFerept things in religion. And that our 
Xord chofe, for the pofitive rites of hfe 
•inflitution, two ceremonies which were for- 
-merly ufed amongft the Jei^s in admitting 
profclites, and in celebrating the paffover, 
only proveth, that the things were innocent, 
^nd had no antecedent un6tnefs in them^ 
felvcs, but may and ought to be ufed in 
.religion, when enjoined by a proper, that is, 
:by divine authority ; not that they might 
-be lawfully impofed by th^ mere precept of 

2dly, 
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Of ChtijHan Liberty, 
±dfy, That the external circnmftahccs of 
religion ate not pftrticularly determined by 
fttithority in the New Teftartient,. is an ar- 
gument that there \i nb need it ftiould be f6 
determined; for if there were, What reafofi 
can be imagined why the apoftles, whofe 
pftWer was at leaft equal td that of any fac^ 
Ceeding ccclefiaftical rtikr s^ ibould not have 
fixed fuch circufliftattces for their own time> 
fubjea: however to fiieh alterations as to the 
wifdom of governors (honld afterwards feem 
meet But, on the contrary^ it is acknow- 
ledged, that the pradice of thfe apoftlcs, and 
of other chriftians by their advice, was not 
tiniform but variable, direded wholly by 
expediency, as it appeared to every man 
judging for himfclf : Indeed, it is evident 
froth what hath been already iaid *, that the 
principle of libertyi fo ftrenuoufly aflcrtcd, 
by St, Paul^ conftantly diredcd his pradice 
in fuch cafes; for as he frequently con^ 
formed to tndill^rent ufages, when tt w^ 
kft free to himfelf, and he faw that his 
conforming would probably tend to the fon- 
thcrance of the gofpel; fo whenever they 
were impofed as neccflary to the ends of 
religion, or chriftian felbwftiip, he always 
irefifted, and would not gmfiai;e byfdjtts 

tim 

* Sermon 11, 



Digi 



tized by Google 



ffOW firt)ff Utbg »4i&reiit tbiogp tQ thje gy^ V. 
thotimm 4fi^iftQns of ^»tt«V :As ftt^^lti?!^ 

been fuch cuftoms .swongft th^ primitivfi 

orabolUhiBg ifc«in, of thfi spoiUcs ^bbk 
Myc^ or of unpr othflr/ivMboa^ in thmr 

caUed.ihe;i^fliQlk«l (»^ and Otfacr 

eodefisfticjil c»non$. of iati^ s^i and for 
the paffiige^ in the ;\toitings of St. P4»< 
iifiiitch refor: ta thisic ^ufitgcfi, .i Cor. yxu 20. 
and I fV^i.. i. tbqr do.not mean to Jay aiqr 
fire& Oil the^ l^dbg or contiwianceof ibcoi 
HI the dmrcl^ bat^ \nbkk was much more 
tMrtiby of him> and agi:;^able to bis ^irity 
ta fliew tbe^rtligioits temper of miod and 
Hmnoer of behaYiQur; which ought to tx:^ 
compa&y this ,moft indifferetnt a&ions in a 
ohnftiio's \^t Thus ij^dine^tions toiabte 
one ^notber with a hply.kifi, or a ki& of 
chari^, rehite^riiicipally, ixit to the external 
aft, biit the. pudty and xdiarity of the heart 
in 6fmg it ; and the rules concemii^ the 
diara£i:er and hehavioor of aged women who 
were employed in minifl^ingto the poor, 
and fupported ^ die public expence of the 

church. 
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Se It M4 church, they ^e not intended to eftablidif 
V. that-particular order, if any fuch thtife was^ 
but chiefly to (hew that widowis, or what^* 
evet ' perfon^ pr^feffing chriftiahity^ ^ \1rer6 
Mtrdfted with that funftion, Aiould^exdcute^ 
it fo as to avoid offence. !- \ 

The. true inference, therefore, cfrbm thw 
e:i^mple of the apoitles, ^nd' their declar^^ 
tioni on this fubj^ is, that things indiffer^^' 
ent, that isy in themfelvds neither ^moralty- 
good nor evil, and neither enjoined ndr pro-* 
hibited ty any law of God, (hould ftill re-> 
main indifferent, land not be particukrly dc-* 
termined . by huoian authbrity^ ta the pur<^ 
pofes of religion^ Since the apoftlesy dirc(3:ed: 
aathcy. were by the fpirit of God in found*^ 
ing the churches^ &x:. leaving - them rblea 
ibfficientin all ages to their anfwerir^. tho 
ends for which they were founded, never* 
interpofed by authoritative dedfions in in*< 
different things, it followeth, indeed, that 
they are left to human prudence 3 'but what 
prudence? not the prudence of :ibme.judg-*\ 
ing for others, not the public prudence of 
churches reprefentative, or a^inblies . of 
tiieir guides, but the prudence of every par^^ 
ticular chriftian judging for himfelf Every) 
one, I think, who diligently and without 
prejudice attendeth to the epiftles .of St; 

3 -P^^A. 
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Pdtdy muft fee itlwrt tbfe is ^e foot ppOttSERitf^ 
vA^tki^t pkcbtfc the life oijtht ^wi(h ce-v V; 
reihorlies ; (the grtat inftance^a that age «f 
iildifierent things) any diriftikir' ^b{> &vr*' 
that fetsuiing them on a pkrticufari oc^r^dfti 
would contribute to the fei^ice' df chriftia^ 
nity, by avoiding* offence to weftk I)rethren9* 
might and ought > to do it; if he fawhis: 
compliance Wodld not anfwer that^end, hot^ 
rather be huiiful/ he ought. to al>flain ; la 
other wofds, he^a« to do ori forbear, joft: 
as It appeared to l^imfdf expedient ot inex«>> 
pedient. Thus was4here room left for th«t 
exercife of prudence arid chanty, iwhich arc; 
eminent virtuesrin the chriiliaaJife, and tbe^ 
proper guides of liberty«> Btit by <the inter-* 
pofing df human authority Jn determining 
iuch indifiecentpcyints, ^theexercife of thefe 
lurtoes is in a great meafure^ taken away, and' 
that ^privilege fubverted ; the decrees <tf iii- > 
pcriors fuperfede aU confideration of expc- 
dieht or inexpedient, which mufl;^ be wholly 
left to them whenever they are pleafed to 
take it into their hands. \f J^ws fliouH 
now be coilverted to chriftianity, and after 
their converfion ftill retain fome fcruples 
about the diftindion of meats and days, as< 
many of them did in the apoftolic age, or 
in any parallel cafe, the commands of hu- 
man 
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V. v4rfiQ« that m»y w\k ^. ii»;h m> tflc^goo,/ 
'and «v^ f:hffi%» i? ^ ^ cir fprbwr jvft 

j«^ iai himj(«^ wh^th^c .^hi? ,pan he 94tf (H ^ 
b« jpiwkBt or w»pn>dfi«> wb^tfe^- irof- 
fpsdeth » we»k< iiefh^r or nWi. whlcb, 
bow ^reetlHe :it. i( to thff pi»(9:i<» of thi»- 
apoftlc8» ami to d»e 4>i(^ i^d fiim of dwir- 
Stings, let M3r<>as judge/ } would M9^. 
koomr wbat libesty firom jpe»rneBkB i* ft*- 
cuittd to chriftiaos vpon iJbl^ ^in^ipk^ I Th» 
tmthfiif the gofpel, iftb^fiocfwilywa^lv*^ 
and dafcy iv ^ iildeed XDskc tiaeQ» £w^ 
from f»g(idiGe8, pafliosG» and vrbatcYec in 
thettiiefares mi^l ob^faroift tliQ pm^Uee of 
piety and virtme, yrbadah % ^kKdoas pnyl^ 
lege i iad tbcy msy fpHoWfthcir /oMiro Judgr 
ment in deo^ what is in itTelf 9»d, and 
awuding vrhtt is in ifielf a^ Btt£ . with xs*" 
fpc^ to indiffia%nt tibtiog^ their Hbor^ iaem^ 
eth to be precarious, b^iDg pot «»der tk». 
poMfcr fif tbeir tvAsx% who may r«(|rala 
aoMli limit it as ifiey plealb i if they vfe tbeir 
anlbonty wi^ moderation, ^ Qaki)^&s am 
oUiged to them; if not, tbe ooodttioQ oi 
darilHans may be ezir«a»ri7 lervik, aa it 
adually batb been m fome churdKa, But 
iurely our Lord Jefiu CbrUl batb not put 

it 
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kin the power of men to deprive his difci*SfiRM. 
pics of that liberty wherewith he hath made V. 
them free i and the meaning of my text ^ 
cannot be, ftundfafi in that liberty^ eaorept- 
ing fo far as your governors fee fit to abridge 
it Here I am willing to lay the main Arcfs 
of our argument againft the principle I am 
oppofing, or of pur defence againft the im-. 
poiition of indifferent rites and ceremonies in 
religion, that it entirely altereth the foot 
upon which, that matter is phced in the 
New TeJftaqient. According to the decla* 
rations and the^ practice of the apoftles, no- 
thing is. required to the purpofcs of chriftia- 
nity, but our receiving the dodlrine of Jcfus 
Cbrift^ and fubmitting to his moral pre-^ 
cepts, and his own exprefs inftitutions ; in 
indifferent things we have liberty, not a 
liberty to be direifted in ks cxercifc . by ca. 
price, humour, and private intcreft, nor; 
ever to be alienated and fiibjeded to the 
viriUofmen, but to be ufed confcientiouily 
as the christian virtues of prudence, and cha«- 
rity fhall in' all circumflances determine 
every chriftian judging for himiclf But the 
opinion of our adveriaries, in the laft. ipa- 
tcrial point, is juft the reverfe of this ; it is> 
thMbefide^thedo^mes, precepts, andri^ 
tual appointments of Chrift, we muft fub- 
VoL. IV. K mit 
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S£RM« mit ^ tbe rites and cerfimooies^ decre^ by 
V. our governors y that we have no Uboty in 
^ the ofe or £>rbcanance of indilSSsrpnt thh^, 
whenever our fuperiors think fit to interpo& 
by their authority y that private confcknce 
luth nothuig to do^ or private p:«denc6 and 
;Charity, with nrntoers of expediency or in- 
expediency, but they mufl be left to the 
pablick determination ; if a man's private 
judgment (houid tell him fuch an indifferent 
rite or ceremony is ever fo inexpedient or 
ofFenfive to his chriftian brethren, as hurtfiil 
to the intereft of religion as any thing of 
that kind can be, yet he muft ufe.it in com- 
pliance with publkk authority; if this be 
not fo £ir changing the conftitution of the 
New Teftament, I know not what can be 
fi) called. 

To fet this mater in a. yet dearer light,, 
let us inquim into the princ^ pretemies 
whereby the daim of power in indifferent 
things relating to religion is fii|>portod; and 
they are the fcrtpture ikdiications, togecher 
widi the neoeffity and apparent: ufelulnefs of 
tlffi daing itfclf for. prefervirig decency, <m> 
dff, and peace, in the chriftian chitrches^ 
The: icripture ditioAion moil iniifltd on to 
thisipnrpofc, M in r Cor. xiv. 4^^ M all 
things \be^.done dbcentiy Mnd in f^iar. But 

what 
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what is the tneaaiug here of deccocy and or^^ Sb rm« 
der ? One would think it can naturally be V* 
no other than that the ai^ions referred to in 
the foregoing verfcs, which were religioua 
iervices in publick worfhipping ademblies^ 
fliould be performed in a grave becoming 
manner^ fuitable to the nature and defigit 
of them* Some of the chtiftians of CGrintbi 
who were endowed with extraordiniU'y fpi- 
ritual gifts^ fuch as the gifts of tongues, of 
pfalmody, of interpretation, and |)rophecyi 
through an imprudent forwardnefs and oi^ 
tentation, attempted to exercife them in fuch 
a manner as to render their afiemblies con« 
fufed, tumultuous, and unedifyingi fome 
Ipoke a language which^ the generality of 
the audience did not tinderftandi one of« 
fefed a p&lm of his own compofiog; an« 
other was forward to pre^t his interpreta^ 
tion of fome difficult point ; and a third as 
ready to prevent them both with bis pro^ 
phecy I nay, to fuch a height their diforders 
rofe, that the V(Hces of men and wonteit 
interrupting one anothcir, were blended to* 
getjier in confbfion. Nov<r, the apoftle hav- 
i^ reproved tl]^ irregularities^ and applied 
the nat«rd remedy to each pitotteular cafe^ 
haviqg forbid them to ^eak in an unknown 
tongtte^ unlefs there was one prepared te 
K z interpret}, 
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^ERM. interpret; having required the prophets, as 
they were not like mere machines, but had 
their fpirits fubjedt to them, or a power of 
ufing their fpiritual gifts with underftanding 
and difcretion, to fpealc on in courftf, one 
only at once; and that women fhould be 
wholly filent in the church ; he concludeth 
with this general exhortation, let all things ^ 
the things above mentioned, and others like 
them, be done decently and in order. But 
where is the occafion for exercifing autho- 
rity in all this ? doth the apoftle make ufe 
of his own, or appeal to any other, requi- 
ring its interpofition ? doth he call upon the 
governors of the church to make new regu- 
lations for curing the evils complained of,' 
and preventing the like for the future ? or if 
there were no governors in the Corinthian 
church at that time, which fome alledge, 
doth he make fuch regulations by his own 
authority, which was as fufficlent for the 
ptirpofe, as the authority oi^their governors 
if they had ever fo many ? It would feem 
ratl^r that, from his manner of writing, 
and the reafon of the cafe, the appeal is to 
compon prudence, as fufficient to dire<ft in 
fuch points of mere decency and order. 
- The truth is, a fcnfe of decency and in- 
decency feemeth to be natural to mankind, 
-'--.' ' when 
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when arrived at the capacity of attending Serm. 
to the proper objects of it, as the higher V. 
fenfe^ of moral good and evil is, and like it, 
prior to and independant of authority and 
laws. ' There is a certain decorum in actions, 
and order in things, which a man obferving 
findeth it agreeable to him, as the contrary 
is difagreeable ; and he learneth it from na- 
ture, not from human determinations, which 
we examine by a ftandard already in our 
minds- Thefe charad:ers of decent and in- 
decent we apply to the performances, of 
men with the external circumftances and 
manner of them, either fingle, or as aflb- 
ciated together, fo far as they come under 
our obfervationj but they are not- regarded 
as of any great importance to the ends of 
life or of fociety, nor are the fubjeftof law«» 
Civil communities leave the ditedion of 
public affairs, fo far as concerneth the points 
of mere decency and order, to the difcfetion 
of thofe who areentrufted witli the execu- 
tion of their appointment?^ without any re- 
gulation ; for lefs would fuch trifling regu- 
lations be neceflary to the ends of religion, 
or become its gravity and importance. Caft 
there be a neceflity of fuch cif6umftantial 
appointments by publio authority in per^ 
forming a£ls oif devotion, as (hall defcend 
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Serm. to the vcflments and bodily pofture of the 
^f worfibippcr, and even preicr^be all the pre* 
^ cife words which he ihall uie ? and are chri« 
ftians only fuch novices, fo entirely upin-^ 
ftfu€tod in the propriety of behaviour, that 
they mud have pereooptory rules to guid^ 
them in ev^ry minute circumftance of their 
outward religious a(£tions, though thefe cir-^ 
cumftanccs are of fo vqry little confkkration 
to the purpofes of religion ? But if, under 
the pretence of decency, not only the na-r 
tural drcmnilamres of external 2£l^om aro 
prefcribed (which is the cafe referred to in 
J Cor. xiv, 40.) but ufages wholly new for 
the Alliance of them be added, as the ju« 
daizir^ chriilians would have added cir-^ 
cumctfioB and the Jewifli ceremonies to the 
chriftian fervice i und ais 6>me, at this dgy^ 
add the eiiKirely new a^of %ning with the 
crofs to the iacrame^t of baptifm ; this is 
ftiU a high^er ckim c^ power, afid a more 
dftpgerous encroachment on liberty ; for tbe^ 
HFhat 8t, Pmil calleth the truth ^ tke^^l^ 
Gal. ii. 5. or the fudi^ieDcy of it to th« 
ends of.a leligicHis jpftitution, and for reli* 
giQUs a^ociatioQfi, is jth^ point oppoied^ and^ 
liter tb» jesftipple of ^« ^Ale, to bc^s^'r 
Wly coi»t5wlcd for^ 
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The pqstence of pceierving pOK^ aDdS£RM« 
linkm janiongft ^hrifliaa^ ftili lefs than that Y. ' 
of decency^ and order, jaftifieth the encroach*- ' 
mefit&^f Iwnian ajatfaiprhy upon their free^ 
dom. It is adcnowledged that nothing J$ 
racH-e ikitaMe to the ^nbs and dcfign.of 
c^riliaiiity^ ths^ peace amongft the pro- 
:6^Sbr8of'lt:; nothing is in^relargefyjkifiil^d 
ody more eameftly preibd in it$ declara* 
^ns; and ¥ it do not fafficiendy provide 
for peace, as ^r as an inftituticKi can pro-* 
vide, 5t aiufi be owned it is defective, com-' 
ing {hc^^^f it^ profeflfed ends. But wJbt 
do& the^c^eil mean by peace ? not aistiere 
j^>ft»tv:e idl" conitentions and jars, whs^ever 
the ^aniTe bd 1 nor ^ mere agreement in j^-p 
gious pi^feffions, rand ioiniag. tbgclh^. m 
pubMc t^lftiitionk& of it { but, principaUy, it 
ftielftKieli harmony of a^dions, and th^.im^ 
mediate '^ofialt of i^tual charity 4$ ahM 
0fperfeginJ^. The New Teflamcat Hffiter^ 
evidentfy'fuppofe, what indeed ijt is n|oi| 
rt2tkap^\t \o foppofe, that ja this kia^rt- . 
fed ^iite there aiways will be, its tbene haf 
hith€artOc'4>een, a dirarfity of &nti«Ktntf 
amongft tchriftians, and, if not rej^^an^d^ % 
£verfity of pradke in tbe.leiSer pojigts of 
rdigi^Do. Bat how do:<j»^ provide agaioft 
the incohvi^mencies which rmy ari^^.iroi^ 
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SERM-thts divcrfity? Thcif doctrine pl^injy is, 
V. that it ought not at all to interrupt p?ace, 
which, according to th?in, is. founded,, not 
on an unanimity in judgment^ and unifi^- 
mity in pra<S^e, but. upon mutual forbear- 
ance and condefceniion : And thei^f f^re for 
human authority to intorpofe by ehfpccing 
what men call peace, and whkK iitde^d 
human authority can only cfie<^, that is, a 
conftrained agreement in external iQrmis gf 
religious profefiions, and uniformity ^in put-- 
ward rit^ and cerenK)mes: This is^^o^ to 
build upon the fcripture found^Q^s, but 
Father to deftroy them ; not to edi^ the 
church in love^ but to raife g lalfe, p^ce 
upon ignorance, fisrvitude, aqd; Jiyppcrify* 
What detriment would eniuQ to thA real in*p 
tercfts of chriftiariity,. if th^re Were no aurr 
thori^ed forms of doctrine, but eiveiry mim 
left at liberty to make the heft c^. h\^^ biWe^ 
and to profefs freely what he findcth there s 
and if all worfhipping focieties in a.netipn 
wefc allowed to fix for themfelves the va-? 
riable circumftances of worfhip ? May oot 
peace confift with fuch a liberty,. and all 
the diverfity it can be fuppo&d to be at* 
tended with ? If by peace we mean what 
the New Teftament meaneth, an union of 
afie€tion8^ Vid iincere brotherly kindinefs; 

lor 
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fpr the kmgdom of God is not meat andSERM* 
drink, and it is not forms of wcwrdiB, and V. 
bodily gcftures, but rigbtjeoufnefsy andpeace^ ' 
and joy in the Holy Gboft^^for he that in 
thefe things fervetb Cbriji^ is acceptable to 
Cod^ and apprwed of men. 

What hath been faid on this fubjedl 
equally relateth to all human power in mat- 
tfcrs purely of religion, whatever hands it is 
lodged in, or by; whomfoever it is exercifed j 
Ae temporal authority of civil magiftrates, 
though a true and proper aijthority within 
its own iphere, no more than that of eccle- 
fiaftics, cannot ferve the ends of Chrift's 
kingdom, which is not of this world, that 
is, cannot promote true religion 5 its inter- 
pofitions are equally unnecefiary to mere 
decency and order, and equally hurtful to 
true chriftian peace. It is true, the civil 
magiftrate hath the peace and intereft of 
the civil fociety, as fucb, for the objeft of 
his care, and no pretence ^ religion can ex- 
empt any fub|e£t firom his jurifdidion, no 
pretence of religious liberty can fcreen any 
violation of the publip peace firom his cen- 
furej but the queftion is. Whether chriftia* 
nity, as delivered in the fcriptures, and the 
liberty wherewith Chrift hath made its pro- 
ftflbrs free, be in any refpe£); im^onfiftent 
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Serm. with the tirue pedce and ihtereft of any civil 
y* focicty ? i hope it is not, whatever hath 
betcn fometimes alttedged to the cmtrary ; 
and ^tti what fervicc can tlie civil power da 
to the ftate, or to chriftianity itfelf, by «oy* 
cxercife of authority, otherwife than by en-* 
couragtng and proteding fut:^e(lts in the 
profefiioa and praSice fA the cfariftiatt reUU^ 
gion, with ail tlie liberty whioh the g^lp^ 
giveth ? To anAe^ tecnporal rewards to ^« 
temal relijgtous adis, and prailttes «o tfac^ 
omiffion df them, is not to ferve but to hurt 
pure religion ; afid when parties ixp formed 
^araongft chriiliaiis cipon a diflferemre of fisn- 
^ timents and practice in the kflfar ipaiters cxf 
religion, to di^inguifl) them fay the £ivour 
and difpteaiure of the magi^cite, or by dvil 
priviteges and poitdties, is to abiidge ^ifacHy^ 
and to obftruA indead ^ promodng tmo 
diriftian peace, a« well as to make fe^dbioDS 
in' the civM focicty. 

This bath been, zxA Is generally the.oa&^ 
where the chrifHan celigioo h^ been pro^ 
iefled'by whole nations. Princes acKi ftikt«9 
hafW diottght tbemfdves ol^ed to fllew 
dieirseal for chriftianity, and tobottprii^ 
condition, by their countcnttice >afid. Cbft 
afflft^ce of their power, which, lioweiNjr 
well intended, i9ftea4 of advancing puce tot 
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Ugion, hath often tefi4ed to corrapt \t. ForSxRi^ 
wli^t in e£Se€fc h»ve the civil powers eftgr V. 
bliflied^ or can ^ey eAjabliih^ ^hat is^ en-^ 
force by their a^ithority ? Not the original 
pUn of that grace which hath appeared to 
men bringing ialyiation ; that muft iUnd upr 
on the foot of the divine inftitution^ an4 
ijts ow^n intrinfick excellence; and it is 
calculated to be the religion of evisry 
man for himi^f, voluntarily choien dn4 
voluntarily profeiled^ on which its whole 
value and efficacy depend; not to be th^ 
religion of civil conrnMinities, as fucb^ 
and enforced by their power^ for tjicy are 
not capable of it: BiJit thf civil powers 
have oi^y eftabliihed peculiar forms of pror 
fefiions^ and the.characlenflick opinions and 
u%es of p^ticular piarties, givii^ th^em jaa 
outw^d faii^tion, and diftipgui(hing tlic;n| 
byeqcclufiv^ privileges granted tp thofe wha 
conform. 

Such is the religiQus p^rjt of o^r legal dda- 
hliihmqnt ; though in fqvpral impprtaot re^ 
ipdSki^ incomparably better th^ fome others^ 
it maketh arhitrary inck>fures ip tl^ cfariitiag 
chiurchy intpoTeith ynnecefiary Uungi^ and 
ii9coauiiande4 in fcripturc, as terms of reli^ 
g^s fi^ipmunion, &> far deviating from th« 
iwiftplicity and purity of th^ gpfpcl, and en- 
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SERM.croaching on the liberty wherewith Chrift 
V. hath made his difciples free. This, at leaf^, is 
theopinion of the nonconformifts, and here 
they reft the defence of their nonconformity, 
Wc do not contend, at leaft, our principal de- 
bate is not about the lawfulnefs or unlawful- 
nefs, the expediency or inexpediency, of the 
ufages enjoined by law, as different from our 
own, in themfelves and abftradlly confidered ; 
whether, for inftance, the pofture of kneel- 
ing or fitting be better and more proper in 
receiving the facrament of the Lord's fup- 
per V whether publick forms of pfiayer be 
more eligible and edifying than private 
compofures; but whether either fide of 
thofe and fuch like queflions fhould be de- 
termined by any human authority, fo as to 
fix a publick ftandard for all worfhipping 
focieties, or to exclude all who are other- 
wife minded from the privileges of ?hriflian 
fellowfhip. 

I hope it doth not oftend our fuperiors 
or our brethren of the eflabliflied church, 
that we. openly avow our fentiments upon 
the points -in difference between them and 
us. It is the glory of our conftitution that 
civil liberty flourifheth under it ; but ciyil 
liberty can never flourifh, nor the mofl im- 
portant part of it have a being, where the 

freedom 
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freedom of religious profeffions is reftrained j S crm« 
where, in matters, purely of confcicnce, V, 
men may not think for themfelves, and pro- ' 
fefs what they think. In our cafe indeed 
the legiflature itfclf hath given a kind of 
allowance to our nonconformity, by grant-^ 
ing an exemption to proteftant diflenters 
from the penalties of certain laws which 
formerly were in force againft them, which 
in the opinion of fome eminent patriots 
completeth the glory of the late happy re- 
volution, the great ara of Britijh liberty : 
And as this is a noble inftance of publick 
refpeft paid by the higheft authority among 
us to the inviolable rights of confcience, in 
confequence of it, the more confcientious 
our principles appear to be, the more we 
have leave to think ourfelves intitled to the 
publick proteftion and countenance. 

For this reafon, I flatter myfelf, it vnW 
give no oflfenqe thus freely to (hew where I 
think the ftrength of our caufe lieth, and re- 
prefent the principal argument, taken from 
the nature, the defign, the exprefs declara- 
tions of the New Teftament, whereby it 
is fupported s the rather, becaufe the main 
principle we rely on naturally tending to 
moderation and mutual forbearance amongft 
chriftians as the foundation of their peace 

and 
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Ser M. and joint communion, removeth the fufpU 
V. cion of faftious party-fpirit. For what da 
^ we contend for ? Not the palling down of 
one church eftablifhment, in order to fet up 
another; not the fetting afide the articles 
of the church of England^ to introduce the 
Wefimnfier confejjion as a ftandard j not to 
abolifh certain indifferent uiages, poftur«8, . 
veftments, or feftival days, in order to make 
the contrary, or any things of a parallel nature* 
neceflary appendages of religion and terms 
of chriftian communion ; this, I fay, is not 
what we contend for; but that things in- 
difierent in themfelves and undetermined in. 
icripture (hould remain in<Mfferent in the ufe 
of them ; that every wwihipping fociety 
ihould have leave to fettle the external cir- 
cumfknces and order of its own wc^fhip % 
that as to things which Chrifl hath left free 
from any interpofition of his authority ami- 
manding or forbidding, ChriftianS fhoi^d be 
under no laws but thofe of (mideitee and 
charity, in doing or forbearing what to their 
own judgment appeareth expedient or ia- 
expedient, ofFenfive to their brethren, or for 
dieirgood to edification : And I acknowledge 
that a pr^yterian church-conflitution with 
the fame power over individual chriftiaaa^ 
and particular congregations, over their right 
4 of 
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^ chufiog, their own pallors, over tbeirSERii;. 
chriftian difcipline, and the external nK>des V« 
of their worfliip, enjoining different forms 
or prohibking all forms, with excommu* 
nicating canons, and an authority of in-- 
flidtiag ipuitual or. temporal penalties for 
every diibbedience; that this, I fay, would 
l^e ki the fame manner liable to our main 
obja^ns from fcripture^ and as truly an 
infrkgmeat of the liberty wherewith ChriA: 
hath mode us £'ee, as the preient ecdeiiafH* 
cal eftaUi&m^nt is* 

To conclude this argument, nothing can 
be more repugnant to the deiign and very 
genius of chriftianity than a fpirit of domi- 
nation^ or even any claim of authcdty in 
ialHble meei over the minds and con&iences 
of chriftlans in matters of religion. Tcu 
kn^v> tbatjbe princes of the Gentiles exerczft 
dominion over tAemi and they that are great 
exercife authority upon them. But it JhaH 
wthefo among you ; but whofoe^oer wili be 
gre^ among you^ let him be your minifter^ 
and wbofoever wiU be chief among you^ kt 
him be. your fervanty Matth. xk. 25* 

Religion in its very nature is wholly per« 
fixmli and the right of excercifing it alto- 
^her u/ialienable. It is impoflible that anyr 
beiBg upon e^utb, or in Keaven, But fuch as 
knowcth what is pa^ng in the heart, and 

hath 
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Serm. hath a power of mfluendng the moral- 

V, Iprings of afticin, can have the Icaft pre- 
tence to interpofe his authority j for thefe 
lelf-evident rcafons j firft, becaufe the eflence 
of religion confifting in certain internal prin-^ 
ciples and difpofitions of the hearty it 13 
impoffible that any other being can ever- 
know whether the heart aifteth under the 
power of thefe principles and afFediotis or 
not i and, fecondly, becaufe fo far as the heart 
is influenced by the authority and compuUion 
of beings ignorant of its real iprings, fb 
far the only valuable purpofes of religion 
are defeated and deftrc^ed. It is no longer 
. the fear or the love of God, thofe penna-^ 
nent principles, fitted to operate at all times^ 
and in all fituations and circumftances that 
influence the condud ; but the love or fear 
cf men, or perhaps, fome bafer confidera- 
tion of cunning or deceit* True it is, that 
the greateft part of what was called religion , 
in the world at the time of our Saviour's 
coming into it, derived its authority from 
men, but this altereth not the nature of the 
thing; on the contrary, our Saviour*s con- 
duit, when matters were in this ftate, is the 
firongeft confirmation which could poffibly 
be given by him, that religion, in order to 
be of any fignification, mufl: have its feat 
in the heart, and derive its influence from an 

im- 

gitized by Google 



Digiti 



tf CBriJikm Liheri^, 145 

kiitociiiate rcfpcA to Ood, as iBe f^archer^B njiM. 
^f hearts, and the rewarder ' of thoje wb& di^ V. 
Jigent^feek him. ; ^"^^^ 

He nleddlcd ndt With thfe forms df dVil ^- 
vemment ; this did not lie within the coni^ 
|)afs of his defign : But^ in manifeft oppo6tioh 
to all efbblHhments of religion then in th^ 
world j he openly calleth mankirid hack to thfe 
exertion of that unalienable right of judging 
every man for himfelf in a matter which 
of all others moft nearly concerned themi 
a matter of original, hidependant, and moft « 
facred obligation, prior to all focial contrads^ 
and incapable of being fubjedted to their rc^^* 
gulation and controul^ in which theiefore ari^ 
other perfons pretending to- judge for them'^ 
Is fiiH of abfurdity. He tattght, as nature had 
^ohe before^ that the efience of religion con* 
fitted in the love of Ood and of our neigh-^ 
bour, and the exercife of it in the univerM 
pradlka of that which is rights a& the appflle 
/Wz^/hgth expi^d ki wt efapure heai^t, and 
a good confcience, and faith unfeigned. So* 
veral clrcumAances m it admit of, and even 
require, publid^ aflbciatidns^ and ibctal eoih^ 
munion ; 'but not one eireumftance requireth 
or will admit of human authod^. An 
union there ought to be among the difciples 
of Chrift, but it can only be an union, the 
bend of which x% affetaion^ in the -^irit of 

Vot. IV. L hu- 
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Ser Mr humility and meeknefs^ and univer£dgood( 
V- 3vill. If any want to afpire after pre-^cmi- 
nence, there is no road but one, by abound: 
iQg more than the reft in inftances of' bene* 
.ficence from piety and love. 

When an union ceafeth to be pradticable oa 
thefe principles, it can never anfwer any one 
valuable purpofe of religion upon any othcrj 
the obfervation holdeth univerfally, that his 
fervanis you are to whom you yield obedience^ 
If Chrift is our lawgiver and head^ then are 
we aU the common fervants of one mailer, 
and ^all iland in the equal relation of bre^ 
thren, to whom it is unnatural to have any 
other contention among them than driving 
to^prefer^ one the other in love. 
, And for you, my brethren, who are pro^ 
^fi^d nonconformiils, I cannot but think it 
highly neceflary you (hould be well inftruded 
kk and rightly underftand the true grouode 
df your noncooformity, which, inftcad of 
having any ill tStd on your temper and 
behaviour^ will infpire you with juft and 
catholick fentiments of religion, tend to 
cultivate generous.difpoiitions, and the bet- 
ter to diredt your condu<3: towards the pub^ 
lie, towards your fellow Protcftants who 
diHtr from you, and towards one another. 
/To found our difTent merely upon educa- 
"tion, or a general confufed liking of the 
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fai'ahner of worlhip ufed imong the Dlffent- Si A M* 
crs, better thaii that of the eftablifhed V. 
thurth, which liiay be the effeft of educa-' 
iion, is nieah arid Uh^ortKy of a good caiife,* 
capable df a tnuch bcttet defence, and it 
Vili not jufti^ (is to ourfelves upon ah im- 
partial feximinaiion ; biit thfe principle df li- 
berty, if Upon ihquiry it appeareth to be 
rightly applifeci ih thi§ cafe, will fiiUy fatif- 
ff dtir dWn fliihdg, and teach lis to a6t a 
priife-Wortiiy pirt In eVery r^fpe<a:. For, 
in the firft f$kce, difleritirig iipoh that foot 
only, aimeth at ho private intercft, biit what 
we oiirfelves, and all chViftlafts mufi efteeni 
Hie moft publick gddd, the intetfeft of chri- 
ftiariity itfelf^ the fufficifency afid perfeftioh 
of the rule of religibn delivered by Jefug 
Chrift the fole king of biS church, and 
the good of the whole cdn:iaiunity of 
his difcipleS; it ajSerteth the rights of 
them all, and pleadeth their caul^, hot 
merely ours iri particular. Now,- the more 
publick any rights are which have been in-^ 
tadedi the more laudable i defence of them 
hath always been reputed ; and though a 
good man, for the fakfe of peace, will 
readily forgo a private benefit of his dWft, 
yet a generous publick fpirit will determine 
him to re/ift an ufurpation upon privileges^ 

L 2 com* 
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SKKM^comfvatiyely Wll> whicb> iath? joatural 

V. tenctency and obvious confequences of it. 

muft affe<a the whole corotnunity. I do 

nqt mean by thi; to aiSime an extraordinary 

•' ' he Diflenters thci»f?lyes j, let everjr 

^r to God and hio^feliltfor his owa 

5 and hiiB own views ; but I am per- 

principle itfelf is not }uAly liable 

jutationof obAioacy^ nay, that it 

is the true barrier agatnfl fuch a nuinber of 

knpofitions in indilFerent things,. a& every 

good proteiiaot would think ijijurious to li-* 

j^erty, and detrimental to the purity of thcf 

f hriftian ierviqe^ And let me add^> that aa 

civil and religious liberty have ao affinity 

with each other^ a hearty zeal for the lat* 

kef will always: difpofe men to exert their 

power in ierving (be other 2& there is op* 

portumty. Indeed^ it is apparent fiom oiir 

hiflories, that thefa^ is fo with us; for 

from the beginning of nonconfi^cmity,. which 

beareth almofl equal date with the refornu* 

tioiii in all the ftruggles which have beea 

iot defendii^ the rights o£ the people 

againft attempts to introduce arbitrary power^ 

ao4» during that period^ there have beea 

fdom very cqniidemble, die Proteftaot-difr 

icatei^ ftill took part tvith the l^al confti« 

tution, and gave all their ppwer and in* 

fluence 
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Saence to Hs firiend^$ but this I 9kattootSxiiM» 
iniift oil, as btiiig foreign to my pre&ilt V. 
defign; iMly wenay obfcrvb, that^p^^ 
Ik 1^^ oothipg to apprc^hend (t^mi xh» 
^inciples qjf the NQncofiA>rmiAs> il*, as I 
bope it alwayys wiU b^ the true putAic m^ 
ter^ of tbc^ natioos be me^nt^ that of 
civH Itberj^^ the foandation upon which 
the prc^t h^ppy focceffion to the throne is 
cftabtiihed* 

Stc9ndlyy The temper and conduct wbich^ 
our principle of liberty diredeth us to ob« 
ferve towards our brethren who differ f^otii 
VLty is the very bed that can be, and the 
moft iiioflfenfivte 5 few if we dalm for our- 
felves a freedona in the h& or forbearance of 
indifferent things, as aii inviolaUe privilege 
granted by Jefus Chrift to all his difciples^ 
furely the fame freedom muft be left to aii 
our fellow chrlftians ^ and then we can hav« 
no right, for the fcriptore declarations^ wbidi 
we acknowledge to be oor only nile \tt tltis 
cafo, forbid it, to cenfure, to vex, to ^4fs^ 
ipifo^ or to judge diem, on account (^ their 
fentiments and pra&ices in thefo points dif- 
ferent feom ours. Whilft we humbly iv^ 
prefent to our rulers, at the fame time be*^ 
having dutifully towards them as beeometh 
us, our reafons agaiaft the lmpofitioi» of 
L 3 unne- 
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SERMtUnncccflary ceremonies, whkt haw wc tdj 
V, charge our: conforming brethren with ? ' viOm 
thing but that they fubmit to the injunctions 
wc fcruple, wHicfh their Confcieiices allow 
or require them t<>do. And is this a juft 
ground of any alienation of ctuf affedKons 
from; them, or agreeable to the declarations 
and praftice of the apoftles? Whr> art thou 
that judgeji tbefiriant of anot^^ maftet t ta 
his own mafter hefiandeth orfallethy yea be 
fioall h holden up^^for (hd is, able to make 
him Jhind^ Roip, xiv. 4.: For, indeed, «ll 
that ig fairly impprted in conformity itidf, 
is no more than ^a bare fubmifljon, and yf^ 
haye great reafon t(5 believe that ijiany good 
chriftians whp <opform mean no more 
by it ; and that thein judgments, with rp* 
fpe€l to liberty, and the right of impofing 
indifferent things as terms of communir 
on, is very little different from our own. 
Some learned mtn, now in the eftablifht. 
ment, have been as zealous and able advo- 
cates for liberty as perhaps any age could 
boaft of, and have with irrefragable force of 
argument, aflerted the right of confcicnce 
egainA any proper human authority in mat- 
ters of religion 5 by which means, and fp 
far as thcfe fenliments prevail, the difference 
between cpnformJfts and nonconformifts, is 

reduced 
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TcdttCod" to a wjyifinall* maitter f for if the S.^rm. 
main objedtjcn <?f/the diffentcrs be againft V/ 
itopofition, and if it be ackaowledged, on ' 
tbe,Qthfir.feandj^ that human decrees jpro-. 
duqe w) dirt^): .ofcligation upon confcicnce, , 
tbe only remaifiing qneftion ieemeth \o he 
Qonfccniang the expediency or inexpediency 
of 0QropJying with the ceremonies jtupoftd, 
Sooi? think themfelves obliged to ftand faft, 
ia their Hbcrty, uniformly refifting. every 
kind and degree of impofitbn'which in- 
croacheth upon it; and while tbis^^ontinii-^ 
eth (o be thejr opinioiu for them ttf. fubmit*^ 
would, in confequence, be to betray the> 
principle \ others m^ntainifig the fame prinr 
ciple of liberty, but not. apprehending the 
iSfflOjC .a>nfequence, which therefore charity 
forbiddcth us to charge them with^ think it, 
more eligible at pre£bnt to bear with the 
appointed ceremonies, fince they arc few in 
number, and they thinjk not ill diofen ; but 
forely between fuch parties peace ought to 
fiibfift, and mutual brotherly affeftion, and 
to their paflions it ipuft be atttihated,^ not 
their diverfity of fgnjiipents, if it is other- 
wife. . . ^ 
TCbirdlyy It is apparently the intercft, as 
Well as the duty, of Proteftant-diflenters, to 
preferve a firip union themfclvesj their di- 
• L 4 vxfi^uj 
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Sehsi. ^ifinoi mxtft; cMAkr them fiifpcand 6f aevft* 
Y« teiitloYU ^ric^ ^d p«ny-!-vi«ws in ^eir cem>i 
'mon <^|)d^lfd|t to th<;>ied&bSiihraent i mtf- 
if thiey kite afid >ieim*- Ute amtbety ^tf at*- 
t» idMget vf im£ tof^um^ Q»L y^ i$,' 
Niw, ofHon what |)ruipipie can ftch « fitm* 
union fabfift ? no <AittT:» I t»|fisVe, dum that 
pffibettfi. Wiien tiififtiainfe have (Uli ^oe* 
4om to proM and ^ ttscording to 0iff 
opinions in matters of leligioi}, i^hif^ are 
die rcrolt <sf an itnpattial 4find diluent i<atck 
qC tlfc iciipoxfcst ^i^i c«i hindci: tiicir 
pdnooird ? \d»t pnaeno» of seafinij or <okMir 
of tfomfiftoficy \i^ (^t^3^ can thtre. be in 
jtydiging et ideipiiSitg ««« ano^er, at baft, 
wfailft than «;)fpfea>eth no fundamftenial er-* 
vets in the ijfin^ffidn, Mr ^;iiiid0oosiin{n»- 
lality in thfe iives of asy t Snt «o !tbe ^nBat 
<}idionour of ihe Diffiiaters it ihuft ibeao-f 
khowitdged, tbat^ ^edally of iafte, th$|r 
faa\t ap^keaixd to iie^ ai the apofile ifietdcr 
eth, tam^, wnd haon 'SbaSied as metiy far 
^ben ifOfQi isen ^myin^i and Jirifei among 
fk»tf v^hich is jpr^ipally occ^oned bf 
^Ksr dcpanAiatt fi«fti^e«atkol^ foundati«m 
of their nonconfcM'oiity. Every one knotv- 
edit thux itheir Waraieft d«f|utes Iiave been 
albbut huniMi expedients for |>re&rV}Bgtru^ 
and |Hirity In religion, which are ^mpofed 
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^ fotnfc, and ffefifted by others j But can itSBltA?; 
1w ever recortpaed tp their jnompion avowed V^ 
|KiR<^lit, agamft all |iuman impofidons/ 
that th^ ^uid brei^k wto parties yxpm 
fech tt ijiieftfoh ? and whatever Jfeal of Oo(J 
f^ t^^, qhsrity may require us to believe^ 
iw^ bjb^e faring of impofition among our- 
li^s^ ihe feme charity requiring us to ac^- 
Jcnowtedge an equal «eal icp^ ttuth^ order, 
jtfKl peace, in other impofers, can it be 4 
temperate ?xal, and according to know^ 
Jedge, which contcndeth for a proper au- 
||i«4ty t)ver confcience in fome hands, anc^ 
r^efteth it in others; which pleadeth for 
foch a ftifbmfffion to the arbitrary demands 
0f fdlow-fiibjeds, as is refufed to lawful 
dvH governors ? , 

' But, above all things, let us endeavour to 
juftify our principle of liberty by an uni- 
formly regular pra<Stice of true piety and 
virtue in our converfations. Moral liberty 
is the gloriqus privilege which God hath 
n^e our nature capable of, and which Chrift 
our Saviour came to reftore when it was 
greatly impaired, almoft wholly loft, by the 
depravity of mankind. Without this, all 
boafted freedom is but an empty infignifi- 
pant pretence, and to the difhonour of reli- 
gious liberty, they claim it who are the 

flaves 
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^^^ Of (^brifli^n Lih^nty. 

Ss^M. ijavcs of (yrjrijf^n, fecving divers luft$ and 
V. pleafures. The apoftlcs frequently, vi^rii 
'chriftiaps againil abufiqg. their liberty for an 
pccai^or> to the fle£h, and z cloak of matiq** 
Qufnefe ; and furelyno party or denppiin^^ 
tipn^ at this day, have more rcafqnth^nal^c 
Proteftant-diflentcrs to apply thcfe cautiops 
to themfelves;} their vices, their anio^r 
ties, and uncharitablenefs, will bring difcrc* 
4it on their pretended confcicnjtious fauples^ 
and niake their zeal pafs for huniour and 
perverfenef?. , It is certain that, in our days, 
the venerable name of liberty hath bcci\ 
wretchedly mifapplied ; I wiflj it may never 
be fo by. the Nonpopforpi^k, to lic^n^ioufirt 
nefs in morals, and an utter negle£t of thp>^ 
chriftian inftitutions, which are the very- 
reverfe of that liberty . v^herewith Ch|ri(|; 
hath made us free. . - 
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pf the Kingdom of GQD, 



ROM. XIV. 17. 

For the kingdom of God is not meat a^d 
drinky but right eoufnefs^ and peace ^ and 
joy in the Holy Ghoji. 

THE apoftlc'S defign in this chapter, Serml 
is to recommend charity and niutual VI. 
forbearance among chfiftians, notwithftand- 
ing a ^iyerfity ofTcBtlments and pra<flices in 
the lefler matters of religion. The fol- 
lowers of Chrift in that age being, fomc 
of them, not well enough inftru£ted in that 
liberty wherewith he had made them free, 
were of different opinions about the dif- 
tinftion of meats and days, and, perhaps, 
other of the ancient Jewifli ceremonies. 
This was not to be wondered at, confider* 
tng the weaknefs of human underftanding,. 
the prejudices of education, and other cir- 
cumftances, which might well be fuppof«d 
'to lead men into a different way of think* 
ing upon fuch difputablc points. But the 
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15^ Of the KfHgddbi of God. 

Sbrm. fault which the apoftle cenfureth and en- 
VL deavour^th to corredii was the alienation of 
their afedtions, ah<i their bncharltable judg- 
ing and defpifing one another on account of 
their diflferences : Againft this he ufeth 
many ibrong arguments^ and a principal one 
in my text, namely, that the kingdom of 
God is not meat and drini^ bhtrighteoufnefs^ 
and peacCy and joy in the Holy Ghoft. In 
difcourfing on which words, I will endea^ 
your to fhew you, 

Firjiy What is meant by the kingdo«\ 
of God. 

^etondlyy 1 will confider wherein the 
apoftle laith it doth not confift, meats 
and drinks^ or other things of a pa- 
rallel nature* And, 

thirdly ^ Wherein it doth confift, righte-- 
oufnefsy andfeace^ and joy in the Holy 
Ghoft. 

Firjty Let us confider what is meant by 
the kingdom of God*, and this no doubt it 
very mnoch concerneth us to uoderfland^ 
becaufe we often meet with it \n the gofpel 
1^ \t% main fub}e<^, and efpecially in the 
4eclara|ion6 of our Saviour himfelf. Wbea 
iie £rft begaa his public miniftry, it was bj 
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flcf^lariog that the iing^om of God was (m(% Serm» 
fr at band I and it fecipcth tp be the prkn VI. 
cipal icope of his p«fal4e$» which ar^ t^ 
great part of his dHcoorfeSy to explain it^ 
and by familiar aii4 ^# oompairifons to kt 
men into . the knowl^e^g^ of it. Evwy oor 
imift fee i^ is the gofp^l ftate b« intendetb, 
when he Ukeneth the kingdom of God to a 
lower fowing his feed oq different forts of 
ground^ nieaning the difieroit entertain^ 
ments jthe wprd of God nieeteth with in the 
w<n:ld^ ai^ even among theai who profefs 
fnbje^fon to it; (o a naerchant feeiung 
goodly pe^ls} to leayea^ to a marriage 
fupperi 9i)d ipiany other things^ which 
tend to ibew the n^tore and defign of chri«> 
ftiani^» and its wonderful efficacy to the 
captivating of the hearts of n>en to God 
and to retigioni recovering them from dicir 
di^neracy, and engaging them in the pur« 
fiiit of durable riches and righteoufhef^, that 
invaluable provifion which divine mercy, 
hath made iot them,, that they may be 
brought at laft to perfect happinefe, in a 
thorough fulojedion to God^ and confer- 
HUty to him, and ia the enjoyment of \m 
favour. 

But die <pieflion Is, why thia ia called 
the kingdo^i of God ? In order to under^ 

ftan({ 
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SER!M.lbnd this,. We miift obfcrve, that Gbcl ha£H 
3fl' flcceflarily and cflehtially ari nnivcrfal ari2 
irreiiftible dominion dver his dreaturcs ; it i^ 
infeparabie from hi^ abfolute aifd Infinite 
pcrfeiftions ; the fopreme Being, Almighty,- 
and ptrfedtly Wife, muft be the fu^remtf 
governor, doing in beaven and earth whaf^ 
foever pkafetb binn This kingdomf Js cele- 
brated in fcripture, And men arfe caQid upoii 
to acknowledge and praife it j indeed, it id 
proclaimed by univerfatl nature, aiid the or* 
der and harmony of thp works b£ God 
fhew, that a wife and powerful rtiler prefi- 
dcth over them, dircfting all their motions-. 
All the powers and excellencies of any kind 
which his creatures are poflefled ofj they 
derive wholly from him^ aftd hbld by no 
other title than his fttt gift. As the^ hea^; 
vens and the earth were made by his word^ 
and their hofts by the breath of his moutbi 
for he fpake and it was done^ he commanded 
and it food f aft ^ they depend entirely on his 
pleafure, and in a moment he can reduce 
them to nothing. The appearances of na- 
ture, whether thofe more regular and uni-v 
form, which are fo Various and magnificent^ 
or thofe which feem to us extraordinary, as 
ihaking the mountains, removing the rocks 
out of their places, and making the waters 
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A«nd up as 4n heap^ are ao aipre than the Serm« 
cffeib of his will, and the impreflion which VI. 
nis mighty command m^eth upon his ^ 
works, that never do or can refift him. 

But as there are loany of the creatures 
whom he hath endued with underftanding 
and liberty, with a capacity of knowing 
him and his authority, of being determined 
freely by rational motives, and yielding a 
willing obedience > over thefe he exercifeth 
a moral government, and this is now pro- 
perly his kingdom. A ferious reflection on 
ourfelves, will lead us- to. acknowledge that 
we are the fubjeds of our creator in this 
refpeft j we are made with a fcnfe of right 
arid wrpngy of good and evil, and our 
choice of the one or the other is necefTarily 
and unavoidably attended with a perceptioa 
of pleafure or pain, ia our accufing or ap- 
proving thoughts, which ihew the iioork of 
his law written in our hearts^ with a fane- 
tion added to enforce our chufing the good 
and refufing the evil;., and fince this muft 
be attributed to a conftitution of his, it fully 
proveth his relation to us as our lawgiver 
and our king« 

But fome of the reafonable creatures re- 
volted from him; not refifling his power, 
to which the united ftrength of them all js 
* 3 utterly 
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flERWr-***terty infbfficlcflt, but by difobcyihg hlS 
VI. will. The head of the rebelKon drew m\x\r 
'titudcs along wkh him^ firft in heaveir^ 
and then on earth* Among mankind^ par- 
ticularly, wlckcdncfs rofe to an enormous 
height } for the imagination of their thoughts 
^ere evil continuatty I they were^armpt^ and 
did abominaile works 5 fcarce any did good : 
So that Satan, become the God of this worlds 
arid the prince of the po^er of the air wori^ 
ing in the children of difobedience^ fe( up a 
kingdom of fupcrftition, idc^try, and vice, 
direftly oppofite to God's kingdom of righ- 
teoufheft and purity. But our mereifel crea^ 
tor having great companion for the human 
race, and a kind intention to refcue fin^ 
ners from their depravity and unhappinefii^ 
not only continued their ftate of trial, and 
thofe powers of reafon and confcience which, 
by a due exertion, might lead them to a bet- 
ter courfej and by the conftant care and 
bounty of his pro^^dence called them to re- 
pentance; he likewife fent meflengers io 
invite them to return to their dutv > hisv 
nvifdom cried^ and underftanding i^ted tkp 
her voice y perfuading the fimple to turn at 
her reproofs. Particularly, the Jcwifli na-» 
tion, diftinguifhcd from all others by the 
divine fevour, had prophets raifcd up to in* 

flruft 



Digi 



tized by Google 
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ftftift them;, and here, for the purpofcs ofSERM* 
holinefs and Salvation, a model was formed VI,' 
of a fociety feparated from the reft of the ' 
world, governed by peculiar laws ^iven by 
God himfelf, and by a fpecial wd imme- 
diate interpofition of his own authority in 
the execution* This is commonly and vtvf 
juitiy called a theocracy ^ or a kingdom, of . 
God. Mofes expreflly faith to the Ifraelitcs^ 
in the name of God, Exod. xix. 5, 64 (and 
very remarkably^ for it was an introduction 
to the publKhing of the moral law, the 
principal inftrument of Gfod's government, 
over them)« Nowy therefore^ if ye will obey 
my voice indeed j and keep my commandments^ 
then ye Jhall be a peculiar treafure unto me 
above all people ^ and ye Jhall be unto me a 
kingdem of priejlsy and an holy natiM. The 
divine wifdom faw fit to put into that con- 
ftitution a. great ntwuber of rites and cere- 
monies, yet not without clear enough inti- 
mations that holinefs, and juftice, and cha- 
rity, were its chief defign ; for the Lord » 
expreflly declared, tbaf be bad not as great; 
delight infacrifices as in obeying bisvoice^^ 
that to obey was better than facrifice^ and to 
hearken than the fat of rams. He (hewed : 
his people what was good\ and what did he 
require of them, but to do jujily, and to 
Vol. IV. M lovt 
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1^2 (>f the Kingdom ef God. 

StUM.bn^ fftercy^ and to walk kumily with theh" 
VL Godi 

This Bscdely however, was not fuflkicnt 
td anfwer the great intentions of divine love 
to mankind \ and thefef<xe he fet up ano- 
ther most perfect *, having at fundry timeSy 
^din divers mannerh Jpohn to the fathers 
iy the prophetSy he at laft Jpc/ke to us by bis . 
fon^ whom be appointed heir of aU things y hy 
whom he made tl^ world ^, who is the bright^ 
nefs of bis ghry^ and the exprefi image of bfs 
perfon. This kingdom p\A into the hands 
of the Meflks, and Wifely and gracidufly 
adminilered by him for bringing many fins 
to glory y hath lefs of pomp and ceremony 
than that of the Jews, bat more of Ipi- 
rit and life, of grace and trtrth : It is not 
of this world, as the kkig himfelf ex* 
prefffy ^lareth> who witneflfed rfiis good 
confdSoft before Pontius Pilatt :: It h not 
^verned by the maxims of worldly policy, 
it doth not purfiie the end of civil aflb- 
clarions, but the glory of God in the fail-- 
▼atioa> of men, by reducing them to his 
obedience^, that they ftmy be ratfed to the 
perfedioa of virtue in confomiity to him. 
It is commonly called the kingdom of grace, 
as being a conflituriofi wholly owing to the 
feee fevour of. God to men^ and it -com- 

ptc* 
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ptchendeth the whole plan of clvifli^i>ky, SeJ^m. 
jits laws^ and the benefits it conferFieth 09 
thofe who by faidi becQnie the A^bj|9<$| gf 
Chrift> apd are goverp^d by him« 

I come> in the fecond place, to confider 
wherein the apoflle faith the kingdoosi pf 
Cod doth not coniiA, namely^ meats cn4 
drinks^ or other things of a parallel natujEe^ 
When he declareth what the kingdoni pf 
God is or is not^ he meaneth the eiiemjUl 
parts of the gofpel conftitution, which have 
an immediate necefTary conne(!Hon with 1^ 
principal de£lgn. In ftates and kingdoms 
there are fundamental laws^ on the prefc^--^ 
vation and obfervance whereof the publict( 
goodj the end of government, depcndeth j 
and without which the liberty of the fub^ 
jedt, and the rights of the fovereign cannot 
be maintained. If any pne would defcribe 
the conflitution, he mufl re^H-efent it a^ coti« 
^fting in thete^ not in appointoiients of a f^r 
inferior condder^tion which do not afied: the 
being of the fociety. And thus the apoftle's 
de%n is to ihew wherein thp eifenc^ ^ 
chrifUanity doth not, and wherein it dot^ 
lie ; |ie fatthj mt mats and drinks^ which 
Were the matters \» dtfiereace among Uw 
chddians of that age, and fo the argument 
M 2 it 
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SievLU. is (Irong tahfs purpofe. How unreafonatlcr 

VI. was it for them to divide and to cenfure oiic 
' another fcvercly about things that were re- 
mote from the vhab of religion ? Eveiy one 
ought to be efteemed and regarded as a true 
fellow fubjeift, whofe obedience is fuch as 
rcndereth him acceptable to the king \ as he 
addeth in the following words, he that in 
righteoufnefe, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoft, fcrveth Chrift, is acceptable to 
God, andtherefore ought to be approved of 
men, whatever his weak opinions may Be 
about meats and drinks, for thefe do not 
afFe<a his fincerhy, which is the very life 
of the chriftian charadler, and the aU of 
true religion 5 he who hath that wantcth 
nothing necefialry to his being a true ap^i* 
proved fubjeft of Jefus Chrift; he who 
wanteth that can have nothing to recom- 
mend him. A parallel declaration of the 
fame author we have, 1 Cor. viri. 8. But 
meat comtnendieth us not to God^ for nerther 
if we eaty are we the better % neither if we 
eat not, are we the worfe. Surely the king- 
dom of God, or the eflence of chriftianity, 
muft confift in that on which our accept- 
ance with God dependeth, k being the 
main^ end of the gofpel to direft us bow 
we may pleafe him and obtab his favour ; 
5 b«t 
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l)ut that cannot be meat and drink ; for, no Ssrm« 
one can imagine that a man is realty a better VL 
knan for eating, or the worfe for forbearing^ ^ 
and that confequentty on fuch accounts he 
is the more or lels acceptable to the Deity. 
Further, 

It is not to be imagined that tbe apoftle*s 
defign in this text is confined to meats and 
drinks, or to the diftindtion of days ftill 
held facred by fome chriftians^ which he 
had treated of in the preceding part of the 
chaptet, that is, tbat it is confined to the 
ceremonial appointments about thefe things j 
which, whether the obligation to obfcrve 
them fubfifted or not, were remote fi-om* 
the eflence of religion. The reafon of the 
cafe, and other declarations of the gofpel, 
will direfl: us to enlarge it and comprehend 
other ceremonial and pofitive infHtutions un* 
der meats nnd drinks/ or to make the fame 
judgment of them, namely, that the king- 
dom of God doth not confift in them. The 
apoftle pronouncetli the fame concerning 
circumcifion, that if is nothing, 1 Cor, viL 
59. and that it availeth nothing, Gdh v. 
6.— vi. 1 5. that is, it is of no account in chri- 
ftiatoity, and is not available to our acceptance 
with God. Circumcifion was the great di- 
ftinguifhing badge of the Jewijb profeflion, 
1 • M 3 a feal 
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&E R M. a feal of the cov6nant with God which every 
* ^h oiah of Ifrdel under a fevere penalty was 
'obliged to bearj ft was always held ia 
great veneration ; and the JewSy m their 
degenerate times/ laid an undue ilrefs upon 
it, asVhat would fecure them the favour of 
God^ and all the peculiar advantages which 
lie nad promised. It was the prevailing 
opinion, even among thofe of that natioa 
who had embraced chriftianity, that thej 
were ttill obliged to ufe it^ and fome pleaded 
for an abfdute neceility of it to their accept* 
ahce. If then, circumcifion availeth no- 
thing, it could never be pretended that any 
othef Mofaic rite Was of importance j which 
is perfeiH:!/ agreeable to our Saviour's own 
doctrine y (or he laboured continually to call 
ihe y^ivs off from their attachment to tho 
ancient ceremonies, and their fatal error of 
placing religion in fiich things as external 
purifications, making broad phyla^eries, 
atld tithing mint, annife, and cwnmin s and 
llieweth them that real religion lay in, an4 
their acceptance depended upon, the weigh- 
tier matters of the law, judgment, aad 
mercy, faith, and the love of God. 

But, perhaps, it may be thought thai 
although the ceremonies of the CMd Te(b» 
ment are of no ?ionfequence in the chriftian 

rcli* 
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telipon^ there are Gcrempnies of the gOfpel| Sit^wC 
that iM pofitive external ^nftitut^^^ cofi« VI. 
ixraing which we ought not tf> m^kp th«^ 
fame judga^eot, fuch as baptUo) mi th« 
Lord's-fuppec. It is very true tHat the ^r^ 
mer areabolUfaed, and thefe ^e in force> aQ4 
U^iU contioue fo to the end of the c)^|ftiai| 
difpenfation. But the queilion ^^re u^ 
doth not relate to ^to^ervance d anyoqtr 
ward xltaal inflitutioos, but thf moment 
and importance of them in tl^ chriilia^ 
religion^ cQufidered as fet ^gainftand as they 
may be feparated from righta^fn^^ f^a^ 
md joy in the Holj Ghcfi. And, in th^J 
fenfe» the kingdom of God is not beif^ bapr 
tized in the name of Chrift, or eating 4ha$ 
breads and dripking of that cup, which 
are the external fymbols of jbis body an4 
blood ; for the apc^e, i Cor. x. tellech m^ 
that the JfraeUtes were baptifeii into the re^ 
ligion of Mofes^ which was the way of iaL 
vatiQU, andtbey4iteJj[iirittifilmMt^^m4^an^ 
fpiritual firini^ that i?, they ate the tnanna> 
and dmnk the waters of the rock th^t foli- 
lowed them in the wilderneis, which werf 
typical reprefentations of Cbrift ; and ye( 
mtb many of tb£m God %»as not well pleafed 
which be mentipneth as a warning to chri^ 
fti^ns tl)^t they do not, truftii^ig to outwar4 
M 4 prik 
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S« jt M. privileges, and placing their religion and their 
^^ hope in them, abandon themfclves to im- 
moral and wicked practices, which muft 
end in their ruin. The truth of this doc- 
trine is not only evident from many exprefs 
declaration^ of fcripture, but it will appear 
to every man's reafon that it cannot be other- 
wife, if we carefully attend to our moft 
obvioiis notions of the Deity and of natural 
religion ; but this we fhall be better con-i- 
Vinced df when we have cbniidered, 
\ tdfyy In v(rhat the apoftle faith the king- 
dom of God dothcohfift, namely, righfeauf- 
nefsy and peace ^ ^ndjo^ in the Ibly Ghofi. By 
righteoufniefs here is meant univerfal fincerc 
reltghn and virtue. Sometimes, indeed, in thq 
Icriptures the word is ufed in a more reftrain- 
cd fenfe for that which isftridly galled jufticc, 
as diftinguiflied from godlinelsi and fobrietyj 
but here, as in many other texts, it fignificth 
the entire arid univerfal reftitude of our affec- 
tions and works. There are certain invariable 
mcafures of right and wrong fixed in the na- 
ture of things, made manifeft to us by the 
voice of our confcienccs, written in our hearts, 
and very plainly declared in the word of God. 
To thefe we ought to conforni our difpofitions 
and our praftice, and it is the main defign 
pi the gofpd that we fhould. For, the 
^\ - -^ ^rac 
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grace that bringetb falvation hath appear ed^^t r M. 
teaching us to deny ungodHnefs andnoorldiy VI. 
Aj/?5j and to Hnie foberly^ and rigbteouflyt 
and godly y and that we (hould be dHigent 
in every good work, in all the parts of our 
duty, in the praftice of all religious virtues 
which delate to God, our neighbours, and 
ourfelves, all which my text comprehend* 
tth in one word, rtghteoufnefs. 

The kingdom of glory, which is nothing 
but the kingdom of grace confummated j 
they differ only in degrees j that kingdom of 
glory, I. fay, or the heavenly ftate, isrigh- 
teoufhefs in perfection s this is the beft idea 
we can form of it 3 tl^e integrity and per- 
fedion of the human nature in a moral 
fenfe reftored, and the image of God com- 
pleatly repaired. Righteoufnefs is the quali- 
fication in his fcrvants for the blifsful vifion 
of Qod, and it is the very fubftance and 
eflence of felicity s that likenefs to God and 
refemblance of his moral excellencies, which 
fliall fully fatisfy, and be the fpring of the 
pureft perpetual joy. To this purpofe the 
apoftlc John faith, j epiftle iii, 2, ive know 
that when he floall appear^ we fhall be like 
him, for nipefhailfee him as he is. Like him 
in trath, like him in purity, and in good- 
^cfs, and, in one word, righteous as he is. 

What 
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Ss RM. What fhoiiid the begioniag of the hea^ 
VI. vcnly kiog^om be, that is, real vitd chri-*^ 
'ftianity, but. the beginnings of righteouA 
Qe&, finceip thoiugh unfiniihed virtue ? The 
gpfpel is accoauxiate4 tp an imperfect flate 
of human nature. Though it giveth no 
countenance or indulgence to any moral 
dcjfe<3:, on th^ contrary, in the moft eameii 
manner preflcth purity of heart and con^, 
wrfetion, yet it. giveth the greateft encpu- 
ragemeijit to the iinners, who are fincerdjr 
difpofed to reform, to caft off the mglorious 
yoke of fin, and to become new creatures^ 
It dcclareth forgivenefs, not that we may 
continue in Jin, but that we heing 4^ad id 
fin fiould live tct Gadi it containeth Ac 
moft powerful piotives to determine our 
ju^rpent, ^nd work op thoft affcaiom 
which God hatk planted ip u,s; it offeretk 
gracious afiiftance to our feeble powers, and^ 
by the influences of his fpirit, God worketk 
in us hfb to will and to do^ that thus we 
may be induced and encouraged to work cut. 
cur own falvation^ to cleanfe ourfehes from 
the fltbinefs cf the flefh and of the fpirit^ 
and to forfake ^ wicked ways, unrighte-r 
ous doings and thoughts, and return to 
the paths of virtue j and having entered 
into tbem, that we may hold on our way in 

defiance 
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idcfiaoee of all tecDptstions^ and^haYittgpii^SEitM* 
rifled our h^rts woA hiods> fUll wax ftronger 
a^ ftrongen 

T^t righteoprncfs which iStie apoftle 
o^eth the kkgdom of Gpd^ confUlech in 
a thorough fubjedion of our foals to die 
Father of fpiritSj and an entire uitrdarved 
obedionoe to his eternal and tnod: equitable 
laws. It doth not iland in a fijced pdnt, 
but groWetii up gmdually to perfedlion, like 
iht (hining light, (batflamtb $Mre and mon 
to the peffeB dtty. Vktoous habits ililt in^- 
creafe in ftrength and vigour^ and they in*^ 
aeafe unifonnly , prevailing' againft the in^ 
&:ikiities, of nature, and the temptations 
which necefSurily attefui our preftnt itete 
t£ trial ^ a iledfkili feith, working t^ love, 
ptoduceth more eftabli&cd virtue, tem^ 
Iterance, patiebee, ^d ehitfity, as well ai 
godlinefi. . 

Again ; as a natural cDnfeqoenoe of this, 
the kingdodi i>f Ood is ff^oce^ pr^ that b^ 
the proper and immedktt tf£t& of the gos- 
pel oo the minds of men, when fincensljr 
embraced and complied with. Thepro^et 
leHeth Hfe* ^a. xxKii. 17* ^hut the mrk wf 
risJAewJmfi jhdl he pmcBy and tie i^eS gf 
ngbtmifnefi fris^ h fidftn^ Md aguruntt 
fir tvier^ ^ leat and ceilf ufion, pcrpfcacity 

and 
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SERM.md forrow, naturally attend the ways of 
VL On. So the mind of man is framed, that 
^ it is impoflible for him to be eaiy and iatif* 
£ed in giving himfelf up to the condud of 
liift and paffion ; for conscience is as infepa- 
fable from our nature, as any power or af- 
feAion whatever^ and will be found at laft 
to have the greateft (hare in our h^pinefs 
pt mifery, its condenmation to be moft pain- 
ful, and its approbation to yield the trueft 
and moft ibUd pleafure j great peace have 
they 'who love God's law, nothing Jball offend 
tbenu By returning dutifully to that difpo- 
fition, and ordering our converfations agree- 
ably to it, there is a folid foundation laid 
|br lafting tranquillity ; the harmony of na- 
ture is reftored, and all the appetites and 
inclinations are in a peaceful fubjcdtion to 
reafon aqd conicience, which of right hold 
the fovereign dominion in the foul. 

The glorious gofpel bringeth /^i^r^ /^ men 
upon earth, it reprefenteth God as pacified 
towards them ; finners juftified upon the 
conditions of believing and repentance ; by 
fubmitmg to it, the health x)f the mind is 
reftored, fi-om which an undifturbed fere- 
nity doth even naturally fpring : His is the 
peace of God that paffetb all underftanding, 
which keepethtbe i^arts and minds qffincere 

chrifiians^ 



Digi 



tized by Google 



Of the 'Kingdom of G^d. 173 

cbriftiansy is an impregnable defence againftSsRM* 
the difcomforts of an afBi&ed outward con-* VI. 
dition, as well as the tumultuous pleafures^ 
of the flefh) and the flattering amufements 
of a vain world. 

There is another thing which may be in*, 
eluded in peace» and is one important de«* 
iign of the gofpel^ or the kingdom of God,, 
that is^ mutual concord and amity among 
men. As our lulls and paflions naturally 
tend to diilurbance and cpnfufion in our 
own breads, they divide us againft ourfelves, 
fo they produce difcord and animofity, they 
break fociety in pieces, and difunite the af- 
fedions of mankind i Whence come wars and 
fightings among you? Come they not hence ^ 
even of your lufts that war in your members ? 
James iv. i. , On the contrary^ that king- 
dom which God hath ereded in the hands 
of Jefus Chrift, reftoreth order and har- 
mony; and having united the fubjeds to 
the great fovereign their head, in the bonds; 
of faith and love, difpofeth them to keep 
the unity of the fpirit in the bond of peace. 
Chriji is our peace, who hath reconciled 
the Jews and Gentiles^ between whom was 
the greateft enmity, . having broken down the 
wall of partition^ and abolijhed the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances be 

made 
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Serm.^^^<^ i^ himfelf of twain (the formerly dt* 
. Vr. vidcd and alienated jfew^ and Gentiles) 9H€ 
^new many Jo making peac^^ Eph. ii. 14, i^. 
It appeareth that, next to the great defiga 
of reconciling us to God, not imputing our 
tfefpajfes^ and recovering us to virtue and 
right^oufeefe, there was nothing more di- 
iBt€t\f in Chrift's intention^ than reftofing 
peace and friendfliip among men i and next 
to feith and love, whereby we are united to 
him, there is nothing more the defign of 
his kingdom, and a fundamental of the 
gofpel conftitution, than xrhaii^, .the bond 
of perfeftneft and of peace 5 fo that if wc 
, bbqr the exhortation of the apoftle, theii 
are we the fubjeSs of Chrift indeed, am! 
his kingdom is within us : Got iii. 1 5. And 
let the peace ofijod rule in ycjir hearts^ to 
^hich ye are called in one body. , 

And, laftly, the Jo^ of the Roly Ghoft con*- 
cludeth the d^fcription of the gofpel king- 
dom. Nothing can be more worthy of the 
beft of kings, than to intend and to promote 
die happinefs of his people. The gl9rioue 
kihg in 2ion^ who is juft, having ialvatiotiy 
meek and gracious, not only provided for 
the eternal felicity of all bi^ fahhful fub- 
jeds, but their prefent comfort as far as this 
5 ftatc 
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ftate of their infirmity and probation will Se it if* 
allow. As Chrift himfdf was the great VI. 
preacher of righteoufnefs, and of the king*' 
dom of heaven, be telletb us exprcffly, that 
the joy of his di&ipl^ was the defign of \m 
words, ^ohn xv. 1 1. Usefs things iave I 
Jpoken to you^ that my joy mgbt remain in 
you^ and that your joy might be fidL After 
him the apoftles treat largely of the iane 
fid)jedt, they deliver commandments in the 
name of their mailer to his followers to re* 
joioe in him ; the meaning of which I tai&ei 
to be, that by obeying his commandments^ 
feiiaking carnal £^isfa&ions, and duly at- 
tending to the grounds of joy which he hatlt 
laid in his go^el, their confolaticm is an^y 
provided for; and this is the true genius of 
his kingdom* 

Indeed our Lord hath warned his fol« 
lowers, that in this world they (hall have 
tribulation; fer fi-om promifing an exemp- 
tion irom the calamities to which mankind 
are liable, or that they flidl enjoy eafe dr 
carnal fatisfadion, he biddeth them exp^iSI 
peculiar difficulties on account of their pro- 
feffion, and afiureth them, that all who will 
live godly fliall fufier perTecution : But MX 
joy is fownfor the righteous , and gladnefi 
Jvr the upright in hearJ. From the hope oS 

God'$ 
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Ser M.God's favour, and the teftimony of theif 

VI. own corifciCDGCS concerning their fincerity, 
there arifeth a delight more calm arid fe- 
rene, more folid and lading, than all the 
gratifications of fenfe, and the greateft abun- 
dance of worldly things can yield. This is 
a joy which invigorateth the mind, prc- 
ferveth its freedom, and difiipateth thofe 
gloomy paflions which caft a dark fhadow^ 
over all its intelleiStual powers 5 cfpecially it. 
exerteth its vigour in an af9i(£ted flate, and 
breaketh through the clouds of forrow v^hich 
hang over the trotibled fouls of good men, 
caufeth undifturbed tranquillity even in the 
midft of great outward prcffures, when fear- 
fulnefs furprifeib the hypocrites^ and the* 
hearts of finners, who had indulged them- 
felves without reftraint in their crimilial 
pjeafures, die within them. 

It is called the joy of the Holy Ghoji^ not 
only as it arifeth from that communion with 
God whiph the fcripture ftileth the commu- 
nion of the Holy Ghoft, and thofe fan<Slify-. 
ing operations on the mind which are attri-^ 
buted to the agency of that divine perfon ; 
but in a more immediate manner he erci- 
teth and diffiifeth it through the foul It is' 
on this account our Saviour giveth him the 
4efignation of the comforter^ and proniifed 

that ' 
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that he iball abide always with his di(c^les.S£]tM« 
In the abfence of the king be refideth on VL 
hisbeHalf^ and is the principal agent in his ^ 
kingdotn, diftribctting his fiiroun^ teacfaiog 
iiis fttbjedts^ condu^fig them in a right way, 
and particularly cdmnninicating con£>latioa. 

Having thus fhewn yoa wherein the 
apoftle teacheth us the kingdom of Qod 
doth not, and wherein it doth confift^ yoti 
will eafily be convinced that this account of 
it It ]\x^. The whole model is contained In 
the gofpel } all the laws, and all the prIvW 
leges and rights which God hath given to 
his fobjedts: Whence, then, but from it, 
ihould we take ckir notions of .that king- 
dom ? But if we confider what the light <jf 
nature itfelf and plain reaibn will Aiggeft to 
u^, vee (hall be convinced k cannot be otheif- 
wife. If God is infini^ly wife, holy» }uft» 
and good, what can be more worthy of him 
as the great governor of men, than to n»- 
ftore and promote among them righteoui^ 
nefs> and on that foundation peace and yofy ? 
It is impoffiUe for our mioda not to per- 
ceive an excellence in virbie whenever we 
Attend to it, not to believe that it is pdeafing 
to the Deity, and con&quently not to think 
thut whdAev€fr kingdom he ihoold dreA 
amotig men, or whatever mtfrdfid .dc%h 

¥oL. IV. N he 
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SERM.he (houUform in.cornpaflion tp their mife- 

VI tics, virtue and goodnc^ would be its princif- 
' pal ioteotion. An adnuniftration that fhould 
have for its chief end fome merely external 
^ufHons^ fome formal expreflions of homage^ 
as facrifices, waihings, and abftinence from 
certain meats, or from labour on certain days, 
any. declarations of vdpaA by words or geC- 
itures J in fine, any rite, fign, or ceremony, 
which is feparable from fubftantial righteouf- 
neis,^/uch an adminiftration we cannot con- 
ccive to be worthy of the fupremc being. 

And therefore the gofpel of Chriftis vener- 
,able, and deierveth our highefjt efleem, becauie 
it CQntaineth a religion fo excellent, fo fuit- 
able to the nature of God and man. Comparp 
it not only with the weak and barbarous fi\- 
. perdition of the heathens, but the religion of 
the y^Sy ^ven in its original inftitution, not 
to fpeak of the difguifes and &lie reprefenta- . 
ttons put upon it in the latter degenerate 
ages of that ftate, how amiable, how divioe 
dodx chriilianity appear? In Tpight of the 
firongefl: prejudices, every, man who >rill 
attend to it, nusft admire a fcheme which 
centereth in and puirfueth as its main icope, 
nghteoufnefs, and peace, and joy. 

But chriftianity itfelif hath been let in fidie 
lights, andibmeof its profeiled friends have 

cither 
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Cither through' weaknefs and miftaki, "^ or &£ it Ml 
fraud and wickedncfs, rq)refented it quite J^ 
othcrvyife than the ^ofpel doth, and than it 
really is. If wc (hould take our hotiohs^fronl 
the conftitutions, cuftonis, and preVaifin^ 
opinions of fome churches and parties; we 
fhould take the rdigion of Chrift to be all 
form and (hew, to confift in dafk'unintbDigi-' 
ble fpcculations, or in mere ceremonies and 
ritual fervices. My brethren, this a.ccount 
which the apoftle giveth of the kingdbnrxDf 
God, you may fafely make a teft whereby to 
try the truth, at leaft the importance, of doc* 
trines and ufages pretended to have a fbunda-^ 
tion in the gofpel, and judge what ftrcfs is 
to be laid upon them. Do they tend to ad- 
vance righteoufnefs, the things that are pure^ 
true, lovelyi and honeft, or even have a ne- 
cel&ry conna^Sion with tl^em ? Do they efta* 
blifli the peace of our minds, and our joy^ 
on that foundation only? Then certainly 
they are of God. Have they quite the con- 
trary tendency, to lap the foundation of mo* 
rality, to loofen the bonds of our duty, ot 
to promife men peace in the way of ncgli-* 
gence, carnal fecurity, and vice? They are 
pernicious, no part of the religion of Chrift, 
but ever^ve of his kingdom. 

N 2 I would 
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Ss R M(* I would not have you think meanly of the 
VX external politive inlHtutions of the gofpd. I 
^am ftt^Bsdtd no tnan who hath f»ety at 
health wis dtif^e the pirUick ads of devo- 
tion which Chrift hath appointed^ &ch as^ 
player^ and the ^loaments* But let humai^ 
inventions be very litde id your efteem, and 
evoi divifte pofitive appoinbnents be kept ia 
their own place ^ regarded as the meaps and 
kiftruments of reli^on, not the fubilance and 
t^fence of k, be always uled wkh a defigned 
Ibbfiirviency to^ not fet againft or fiibilituted 
ii) the place of £uth^ ju(^;ment, mercy, an4 
the love of God» thofe weightieft matters of 
the kw and of the gc^peL 
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SERMON VII. 

Of ^lieving in Jesus Christ. 



1 J O H N. III. 23. 

And this is bis commandment^ that itefbrnU 
/believe on the nfme of bis Son Jefks Cbriji. 

THE fkft duty we owe todiriflknity^SERM. 
as a revelation from God, is to give Vll. 
it a fair hearing, to confider it maturely, in 
order to a fixed refdution of obeying it ; if 
it appeared^ upon an impartial enquiry, t6 
be that dirif^ dodhine whidi it is pretended 
to be ; without this it cannot have its proper 
tfie^ upon us, on tlie temper of our mindk 
and our converiations, norxan we reafonabI]f 
hope for a participation of die benefits it 
oiFcreth. But Acre are many who bearing^ 
bear not Ae gofpel, nor underftand it; they 
ar« carelefs and unattentive, wavering and 
unconftant, or their minds inlwl with deep 
prqucfices againft the truth and power of 
godlinefi, s^ainft that ftridne& and purity, 
ikat innocence and goodnefs, which the pre- 
N 3 ceptfi 
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Serm. cepts and the example of Jefus Chrjft re* 
VII. commend ; on the contrary, the honeft un-* 
' prejiicjiced mi^d, th^t With underftanding and 
good afFcdions receiveth the word, bringeth 
foi:t|i: fruit -abundantly. . Wbofoever hath e^s 
to hear let him hear ; ^vhofoever is not under 
a moral incapacity by depjaved a|Fe<3:ions, ve- 
hement paflions, and vicious habits, will at- 
tend to wh^ is fpcrfcen by -that gifcat prophet 
gnd tieacher, whom God bath anoipt^d and 
fent into the wprld to d?clarc his iiiin4. 

Suppofing this to be our'difpofition, our 
prdpet anid moft importapt enquiry will b? 
coftcerpiflg the terpt^s pf the gpfpel, and 
vi^hat it dcmandeth of us.; and every one 
Ijiuft fee, that faith in our Lor^l Jefus Chrifl 
\^ one main duty of a chriftian^/and made 
ft 9bi^f condition of l^is. acceptaiice with 
pod.. : It runneth through the whple Jfcw 
Npf?<Wnent, as rt^^ principal fubjeft. Wbatj 
our Savipur in preaching the gofpd of hi§ 
kingdom firft propofcd, w^ thatmept(houl4 
believe in hiqa, and upon their conipliancQ 
he proqiiieth that they fhall pot fee death, 
t)Ut have everlafting life j. and op the pther 
fcap(J he threatcneth, that whofoever did not 
))elieve fhould be condemned and perifli, 
The dodrine of the apoftles was the fame ; 
Th?y i^^cd on faith as ^ fpmmary of the 

terms 
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terms of falvation^ as when with great iivSERM, 
Ircitude, the jailor afketh St^ Paul and Silas^ VII, 
what he {hould do to be faved ? The anfwer ^ 
isi believe in the Lord Jk/as Cbri/h^ andtbou : 
Jbak befaved, A£is xvi. 31. To faith our 
jaftification is attributed in the epiftles of 
the apoftie Paul ; we are told that without 
faith it is impoffibk to pleafe God\ and^ in' 
fine, the indifpeniaUe fiece(£ty of it muft be* 
apparent to every one that with the leaft de-^ 
jree of attention r^dtth the faiptares. 

I (hall therefore endeavour to explain the* 
nature of tkit believing on the name of 4hc 
Lord Jdus, whiph my text faith is the corii- 
mandmeiit of God to tis/ to all chriftians, 
All to whorft the gofpet is feirfy propdfed, 
and which is every where by the facred wri- 
ters declared to be fo neceflary. ^ The moft 
obvious fenie of believing is affenting'To a 
propofition a^ true, not upon the naoft ter* 
tain demonftrative evidence, for ^hen' ouf 
aflent is knowledge, but however ypon^evk 
aence' fittfed-to determine the judgfliefll,'^ and 
particularly upon tcftimoAy. Although thk 
isimptitti iA thefaith-of a chriftian^^thefaitli 
fo much celebrated^ in the gofpely^yet 1 do 
not take it to be principally meant 5 bd^ufe 
fuch an aflent i& not properly the fubjed^f at 
(Command 3 fo ou^ minds are framed thai 
N 4 we 
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SAitM^tM aic whoUjr paffive in believing, dkEfae* 

VII. Ueving, or doubtirig ; k is impoi^ble ibr 
us QDt tt> believe when we &c evidctice 
foT) not to diflknt vfhea we fee evideticp 
agsmft> a pra()ofition ; not to be in iiifpei^ 
vrhen we do DOt iee prepc»deratiiig evidemie 
en either &ile of a difputaUd point propoied 
toout: oonfidemtion. A very Uttte feflc<3ioa 
wHl iaiJAfy any perfqn that this ie fo, dvrt gur 
ai&nt doth 6ot depend op our <^ice nor £>1* 
low our indinatioai ; very oltc» we cai¥)ot 
help bdieving what we arc very 4iftwimr»g to 
bdktc, as on the other hand» our moft earih- 
eft defires do not necefiardy detqniiiiie eiir 
perr»a£(Qt)>, feut vm are ccatvi^ed of the 
i^Ubood of Wbit we paiSonately wi0> (q be 
true* It edn never ^n be r^^nably thought 
that W« believing ora^ent, abftfad% ohw 
idered^ is Oqr 4u^, or diCbetieviqg: oiir ^ s 
that tiiere is virtue in the one^ or vice ^ Uie 
other, afigr more than in perm^^ or not 
pt)reeiwig kM^ qualities of which we hue 
^ have not the ideas <^pnvieyed to ua by 
the organs of fenfe* Yet there is femething 
ittpUed ia belying the gofpel, or bi^viii^ 
on the nam» of Jefus Chrift, or fonoiething 
oMeffitfy to it^ whidi may very well be un- 
detiftood to be conunandeds it certainly hath 
iettie dqiwedencie im our afiedion^ aod mr 

wills. 
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wHte, which ftr^ properly fubjcft to divine S bum, 
authority. Expericoce (heweth us that ^h>^ VIL 
nmce and errors, or wrojig judgments, frc-' 
qiiemly {take their rife from incon&deratioa 
^ pr^udice ; and that a diligent attefit»m» 
an impartial unprejudiced inquiry, would 
lead men to believe what for want of it they 
do not believe. It is not a blind credulity, 
a perfuafion taken up without juft and fca- 
fi)naUe grounds, as merdy upon tradttioa, 
the force of education, a confidence in the 
wifdom and authority of men, it is not, I 
lay, fuch a perfuafion which the firiptwe 
pommendeth under the name of £uth, but 
that which is the refuk of a careful exami- 
nation, or requireth ai^d impHeth good dii« 
pofition^s and tbefe difpoiiticiis, and that 
examination may very reasonably be enjoin*- 
ed s in them cojt^^fleth all the virtue of be* 
lieving. Let any man ieriouily think with 
himfelf^ ii there h6 any dii&rence in the rew 
^^ ihewn to truth and ^Idiood when 
th^y are both embraced upon the &me 
grounds ; for exMnple, what goodnefs there 
1$ in receiving ths Bible any more than die 
^ichpran, when either is received, not in 
ponfequence of boneft enquiry, or any im- 
fjiediate corri^i^ondence with the good difpo- 
Atiow of the heart, but only as the, rule of 

religion 
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Sxft M^n^Iigfon cftabli0ied in the country where one 

^^ happened to be born, ot becaufe they were 
^balkved and adhered to by his anceftcA's. Bat 
tt> the believing which is commanded in 
fcriptnre, an honeft heart, a firicere lovie of ■ 
troth, the truth which is acccirding to virtue 
and godlincfs, are neceflary. The htream 
are commended, who did h6t implicitly be- 
lieve ieven the apoftles, but ^irly^ tried their 
ijodiiflies, comparing them with the Old 
Teftamem, whidi they had r^eited a^ a di- 
tine revelation > for they parched the fcrip^ 
tares t» knmv whether thefe tbifigs were f^l 
The apoftles expeded hothirt^ elfe from^ 
th«n ta whom they piteached, and * to 
whom they wrote ; they fpoke to wife men,' 
isA fubmitted what they faid to their judg-t 
ments. And this ftill is our duty, elfe ouif 
feith^ otherwife founded, will neither pleafe 
God, nor be proifiuble to ourfelves. Let us 
try diriftmnity, for it will abide a £tir trial^^ 
coniparing it with the eternal inivariaUeruljs 
of r'^ht, with thofe firft principles of tea-^ 
fcn and morality, which the author of n£U 
ture bath indelibly, written in our hearts^i 
let us coniider the pofitive evidence of the 
gofpel as a divine revelation, the fulfilment 
of the ancient prophecies in the great fafi* 
which it relate^b,. and the miracles wbick 
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vcrc wrought by our Saviour and his apoftle?^' Se r m* 
of which though we are not eye witn^s, VIL^ 
yet we have hiftorical evidence of them^ 
which is fufficient to fatisfy any reafonable in- 
quirer. 

2dly^ To believe on the nanae of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift doth, in the ftik of the New 
Teftament writers, take in all ihofeafFedtionate 
practical regards to him, which he deinandeth 
purfuant to ourbelieving'in*him. This is a 
very intelligible way of fpe^king, becfliuiQ 
thfre is fuch a plain connc^n betvjreeii tha 
things themfelves, between a profelTed belief 
in Chrift, and the difpoii^ons and affedions 
which are fuif^ble to it. How inow&Simt 
would it be, to pretend th^t we beiieye m 
^e Son of Godapgofding loathe gofpel de-^ 
fcriptionof'his chara^ter^; his ^ works, and re- 
^ons to us 5 that h? is a tf acher fent from 
God' with a plenary authority to reveal to us 
|dl- that. is ncceflky to ouryfilvation, that he 
is a inoft compaflionate redeemer, who ob* 
tanned eternal redemption for uf, by the fhed- 
ing of his precious blood ; that he is the great 
law giver, who hath a rightful authority over 
pur hearts and fronfciences, and is conftituted 
jhe univerfal judge of the quick and the 
4e^d s how inconlifi:ent, I f^y, would it be 

4 I? 
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lERiyi.to pretend that we believe all this, and at 

VII. the ftme tkoe not to love him, not to truft 
^ in him, not to refign ourielves to him, and 
rtfolve to obejr aU bis commandments. Let 
i&ith, therefore, be confidered as compre- 
hending in it the whole of pradical chrifti- 
anity, all th<^ di^fitions and aficdtions, 
jOid likewife a pra^ice agrwable to them, 
which are nece(&ry to compleat the charac- 
ter of a chriftian, a difei^e of Chriift. Then 
we may eafity underftand it to be the \^ 
and the commandment of God, that we 
ihoutd believe on the name of his fon, for 
in this fenfe it indndeth the whole defign of 
his revdation; and indeed, without this, it 
wotdd be hard to account for the great virtue 
and the efie£ts which are attrftutcd to faith in 
feripture, as containing all the the terms of 
acceptance, and as it were the £>le condition 
of our title to God's favour. And there is 
reafim to dunk this b intended by the New 
Teftament writers, when they fo much in- 
iift on believing, as the all of our duty, at 
ieaft, which is required to the £ilvation of 
iinners, and yet, in other places, mention as of 
equal necefHty other duties, fuch as r^)ent- 
ance and the genuine fruits of it in the amend* 
ment of life. One very natural way of ex- 
pkining iuch t»ts of fcriptuic is, that Ibe- 
5 lieving 
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Ueving on Chrift beiog a prim^ple of vecySfiUM^ 
m&wdsX inflyoice on pra^kal ckriftiankjr^ VII. 
and which tendeth to prodoqe all reUgioos ^ 
diipofitiooa and a rdigioos converfiiticmi ic is 
u^ as an abridgment of our whole duty, and 
as containif^ all which €od requireth to otfr 
acceptance with hiov St. Pmd expe£&th ii 
thas, and rery %nificantly^ Gal. v« 6^ Fmtb 
'which W9rketb by bve, and iaith it is that only 
which availeth tojuftification and ^x:optafico 
ki God's 6^3^ not ciitnmcifion nor ondrcum- 
cifion; now, if £itth worketh by love^ whit 
it produceth ma& be obedience^ Ibc ti:)e lovo 
of God is the gruid {»:inc^le which natirely 
tradeth to all good wc^ks^ and it is uied ill 
feripture for the whole of religion and virtue^ 
The apoftle James treateth this fot^ di- 
ftin(3:ly in the iecond chiqpter of his eplftlei 
he confidia^th fiuth in another U^t^ as ft 
fiiere fpcculative a&nt to truth, wkhotit any 
influence on pra^^ce^ and then be pro« 
nounceth it vain and unprofitaUe, tiie the 
My witkM the jj^it^ dtadi or like kind 
Wordsy and empty proifeilions^ wkhout any 
teal friendly ^po^ons^ or a£ks, bypocntical 
and ufele^ ; fiich &ith even the devils have» 
the worft of beings, and whom we conceive 
to be without ac^ moral goodnefs at aU. He 
liiesefoK ihew«th the neGeffity^obedieace 

or 
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Serm. or oi good works, to work together ^itfif 
V^* ^ fekb^ and to iw^^r // perfeSf. Now, to maktf 
the lacrcd writings confiftent with themfelves^ 
and the dodtrines contained in thera uniform,' 
how maft we underftand thefe infpiired au- 
thcMrs, who lay do great ftrefe on believing^ 
and feprefent it as all God requireth in the 
goipcl? The pfairieft and moft obvious in-* 
tcrpretation feemeth to be this, that they 
comprehend all the chriftian virtues in faith; 
all that obedience which is necelflSiry to out" 
obtaining the favour of God; nay, fome-^ 
lames in the language of the apoftks, peife^ 
verance itfelf is included in believing; as 
Heh, X. 39. tl^e are not of them who drmt) 
back to perdition, but of them that believe to 
the fofoing of the foul, where it is plain by 
the pppofition, that believing iniplieth con- 
ftancy and (lability in a reli^ous courfe. 

I know this matter is othawife explained 
by fortie ; and the diflference which appear-^ 
cth in the New Teftainent declarations/ 
while> efpecially atdiefirftpreadiing of the 
goipel, the whole ftrefs feemeth to be laid 
on faith, and the^ forgivenefs of fins, and 
paffing from death to life is feid to be an* 
hexed fingly to believing on the name of the 
I-wd Jefus, though in many other dedara^ 
tions, falvatibn is fuipended on univerfai ho& 

neis^ 
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nefS) and the pradtice of all religious virtues jSEftix; 

this diflference, I fey, is accoimtod for by tbc VIL 

difiereftt ilates and. circumfbnoes of the per-'' 

ions to whom chriftianity and its laws were 

fublKhed. When our Saviour and hk apo^ 

ftles preached the gofpel of his kingdom to ia- 

£dels, the great aim was to perfuade them 

to believe and embrace it; upon thts^as jl 

condition there was an offer of paidon of 

all their paft fins, and Jefus Chri^^ who hail 

full povi^er to do it, declareth them enceceA 

into a flate of favour with God and of. felv^ 

don; fb great virtue there was in belie viiig 

againfl the prejudices of education, and m 

oppofxtion to the reproaches and many d^ 

advanta^s which attended it at that time, th^ 

God v^s pleafed to anne^ to it the pronculb 

of a free juflification. But when they jwciic 

entered intp the chrifl^an flate, they wer^ not 

to be underflood to be without law, that is, 

widiout obligation to obedience to God, iut 

under a law to Cbriji ; dead indeed to the 

law of works/ by him^ but being uni^d to 

him anjd putting themfelves under bis go- 

vernmqipt, that they might bring forth . d)c 

, fruits of hoUnefs unto God. The golpql, lir 

.iiroai UG^ng void the eternal and immutab)c 

.law of nature^ enforceth it fbongly, and 

;^d4eth new motives to obedience ; and this 

grc*t 
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SERM.gmrt truth, inftead of being diminifhed or 

VII. weakened by cbrlftianity, is e{labli(hed» tbaf 
^Kmtimt bohnefs no man can fee God. There* 
fore to them who have received Chrift Jefub 
the Lord, and are his profefled difci^^s, the 
piadice of righteouiheis is iliii inculcated^ and 
a patient continaance in well doing is mode 
the condition of eternal life. 

This is eafily intelligible, but it feemeth td 
be Ibble to ieveral objedtions; as, fiiH, that 
the (cripture no where intimateth any di^- 
txiat in the terms of acceptance and falvation 
declared to men, as if there were oi^e law 
and way of jnftification for converts from in- 
fidelity to the chriiltian Religion, and another 
for the profefled difciples of Chrift. Nay, 
the Apoftle Paul in explaining the doftrines 
of chriflanity to the Romans and Galdiiam^ 
who were fiiints, and had long continued In 
Aeir profeflion, as much appropriatefh rl^ 
teoufneis, or a title to the divine favour, to 
faith, as it is any where done in the whde 
New Teftament ; he deelareth the gofpel to 
be a law of grace, and that according to it, 
our acceptance is of faith, that it might be 
toy grace, intimating art iiifeparable cortiefltU 
on between thcfe two, and that fiiidi k the 
fole eftabtifhed method for fihners being juf- 
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iificd aiid obtaioing aGdefi td God, and fo the Serm. 
grace wUcriiin wc ftind VII. 

2^, It is cbfiicult to apprebend that the ' 
pcoitiiieof j[aftificadon» or jailing from death 
to lift^ ihflwi^ at any tioie, or in any cincuo^ 
fisin0e6» be anneiKd to hare believing or a 
naked a^nt to dK troth of chriilianky as ^ 
dilrine revd^tion. It o^^ft idways be fuppo* 
fed^.th^t Qod dealeth with tnen. according t6 
their tilond condn^t^ and doth not diilinguifli 
them by hk favouf» any otherwife than in 
proportion :to the vittue and goodnefs which 
is in their di^fitioAs wd hehaviour i confe-** 
quently^ the rewards of the goipel were not 
annexed to mere bfdievJAg; and if we fup« 
pofe the confideration to be what is only praiie-^ 
worthy in ^utb, naoi^, a fiacere love of 
truth and goodnefs^ witi^ a dUigent impartial 
inquiry $ wherever tlM^ is ^>ttnd» it will \)^ 
equally acceptable to God, in profcflfed chrif* 
tiioSi as w^ll as[ ihofe' who never before heard 
the gofpd. 

^My^ It is ^>parent from Scripture, and 
partiodarly from my teKt^ that it is ^he wUl 
and commandment of God to men^ even to 
chriftian% that they (hould believe on the 
name of Jifos Chrift. This is exprefsiJy re- 
^uieedt ab the apoftie here telleth u$» not of 
ytvf^ ajtid hpathens only, when the gofpel 

Vol, .IV. O was 
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Se rm« was firft publifhed to them, but of the prcv 
VII. fcffed difciplcs of Chrift y not of them ivbo 
^ bad not known the trtab^ as the infpired au- 
thor fpeaketh in this very epiille^ but of them 
who had known it, and believed, and obeyed 
it y children, young men, and fathers, all the 
degrees and iizes of gtowth and proficiency 
in knowledge and in grace, of them who 
were born of God, and had by their ^th 
overcome the world, and overcome the evil 
one. And it is farther plain, from a multi- 
tude of pafTages in the epiftles, that ^th is an 
aftive principle of religion ; from it charity 
and virtue, in a great degree, derive their 
force and efficacy, in which therefore Chrif- 
tians (hould condantly endeavour to build up 
themfelves, and to have it daily more and 
more ftrengthened, that they may be prepar- 
ed for every good work, and may grow up 
to perfedion. 

From all thefe confiderations, it would 
feem that the bed: and mod: confident way of 
explaining the fcripture account of faith, as 
it is our duty, the commandment of God to 
us, and of fo great virtue and efficacy to the 
acceptance of men with God, the moft con- 
fident way, I fay, feemeth to be, that it is not 
an zQt of the underAanding only, if it may 
be called ib, but of the will and afieftions, a$ 

including 
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induding all the difpoficions which are necef- S £ rm; 
lary to a right and well grounded pcrfuafion, VII. 
fbch as a^ iincere aliedion to the truth, un- 
der the charadker of the truth, according to 
godline^, and an unprejudiced careful &arch,i 
in order to dlfcover it, and as including all 
the chriftian virtues in the root and princi-^ 
pie of them ; it is fuch a receiving* Chrift as 
determineth the heart to walk in him^ fuch a 
believii^ in him whom we have not feen^ 
as to love him more than father, or mother^ 
^uch a believing, though now we fee him 
not, as fillcth the foul with joy in hope of his 
glory ; in fine, it is a faith which purifietb 
the heart, and is made perfed: by works of 
righteoufnefs and charity, which are good 
and profitable to men, and which they who 
have believed ought to maintain, and will 
maintain, ^itus iii. 8. 

This leadetb us to a right underftanding 
of the gofpel doftrine of juflification by faith. 
Any one who carefully attendeth to the writ- 
ings of the apoftle Paul^ will fee that he ful- 
ly afferteth and laboureth to eftablifh it in 
.oppofition to the Jews, who pleaded and 
hoped for righteoufnefs arid acceptance with 
God, only by the works of the law, which 
lie reprefenteth aiul cenfureth after this man- 
ner, that they being ignorant if God's rigbte* 
O 2 oufnefs^ 
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SERM.oufnefsy and going labout to ejlablijh their own 

VII. righteoufnefs, have tiot fuhnitted tbentfelves un^ 
to the right eoufnefs of God^ Horn. %. '3. Their 
own righteoufnefs was their fulfillment of the 
ceremonial law, wherein they were fcrupu- 
loufly exadl, even to the minuteft drcaih- 
fbnce of tithing mint, annife, and cummin, 
and the moft inconfiderabte ceremony of 
wafliing pots, and tables. But if wc confi- 
der the whole ftrain of the apoftle's doftrinc 
in his epiftlc to the Rmans and GalatianSy 
Inhere juftification by the law is fct in dirc6t 
oppofition to juftification by faith, in the 
Wood of Chrift, and the former, or the pre- 
tence of righteoufnefs by works, pronounccth 
vanity on Chrift's death, that juftification by 
works, and by grace are utterly inconfiftent,. 
the one eftabliftieth our claim to a reward 
as a debt, the other utterly difclaimetb it, 
and excludeth boafting ; if, I fay, wc confi- 
dcr this, it would feem: that it is not on!y 
obedience to the ceremonial law, to ^vlfich 
the gofpel doth not attribute our juftificitioa, 
but the moral law alfo 5 for as it is declared 
univerfitlly, that no fiejh jhdl be jiifiified by the 
taWy comprehending the Gentiles who never 
were under the Mofaic Inftitutions, as <*rell 
i& the Jews J and that becaufe by the laWia 
the knowledge of fin, which certainly is to* 

be 
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be aicribed to the moral precepts rather than Serm. 
ihp levitical rites ; fo it canoot be conceived VII. 
that the d?|ign of chriAianity was to put the 
blood df Chrift in th^ room of the ceremo*^ 
nies, that f^ith in it fhould ftand only inftead 
of ih^t e^aim to acceptance which the Jews 
had by their law, which is now abrogated j but 
father t^at Chrlft died to afcertain more fa- 
vourable terms for all men, of whatever nati- 
on, who fliall receive him, and fubmit to his 
law of fajth. Sincp, then, as the apoftle 
ijpeal^th, the Uw W^s fo we^k that it could 
not give life, fincp by an exaft ponformity to 
it we cqul^ not hope to \z accepted, it hath 
pleafecl Cod, in the gofpel, to publifli righ- 
teoufnefe.by faith, through Jpfus Chrift. 
But how are we Jo qnderftand this ? Not a? 
if aflent to the truth of the gofpel were fuf- 
ficient inftead of obedience to the divine pre- 
cept§, nor popfi^dent reliance on the obedience 
of Chrift, and the merit of his death and paf- 
fion, which is fo to be accounted ours, as 
if we had fulfilled the" law in our own per- 
fbns ; which is not as far as I can fee, any 
part of the gofpel notion of faith. 

If we confider the general tenor ofthefcrip- 
ture declarations on this fubjeft, it will appear, - 
that God hath in great ijae;:cy to mankind offer- 
ed the forgivcnefs pf fins' upon moft gracious 
O 3 terms \ 
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S E R M. terms 5 that inftead of infifting on an cxaft 

VIL conformity to his laws, as the condition of 
^ acceptance, which in a inore perfed ftate of 
human nature, might have been highly rea- 
fonable, he hath now in great cpmpafHon, 
through Jefus Chrift, publiflied a new law, 
whereby the rigor of the firft is abated, and 
more favourable conditions are propofed. 
What can this in the nature of the thing be, 
i)ut that a lefs perfedt, even a fincere obedi- 
ence, is accepted, fuch as we are able in thisf 
ftate of infirmity to perform ? We are con- 
ftantly taught by Chrift and his apoftles, nay, 
and by Mofes and the prophets, though lefs 
clearly, that of his mercy God faveth finners, 
and wc are to approach him with confidence, 
(indeed, in his grace) if our hearts condemn 
us not for infincerity, but with contrition, 
remembering our offences and failures. Con- 
fequendy it is not any thing elfe inftead of 
obedience, any perfedl righteoufnefs imputed 
to us by which we are juftified, for then we 
^ould not have a requeft to the mercy of 
pod for our acceptance, but a demand upon 
his jufticc ; and whatever obligation we might 
have to our furety, we ftiould have none^to 
our jud^e, who would in that cafe be fup- 
pofed to have exaded the laft farthing, and 
tp t>epleaied only with an equivalent orbct- 
* ' ' t?r 
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tcr price to hkjufticc, than what our utmoftSERM. 
puniflimcnt would be. And as thus the VIL 
_fcripture reprefentation of our acceptance, 
that it is wholly of grace ^ leadeth us to acknow- 
ledge that the terms of it are repentance, 
and a fincere though imperfedt obedience, 
which I have already (hewn you are included 
in believing ; fo, if we confider the moAl 
perfedlions^f God, they will direct us to the 
lame condufion ; for if the Deity be infinitely 
good and holy, a Jover of virtue or moral 
reftitude, what can we imagine he will ap- 
prove or accept in his reafonable ,creatures j 
but the goodnefs of their afFedions, and their 
behaviour, their integrity and conformity to 
his own moft righteous nature and will ? Can 
it ever enter into our hearts, that he will 
diftinguifti them in his regards by confidcr- 
ations entirely foreign to this, or reckon 
any thing to them as their obedience that is 
not really fo ? 

It is therefore what the apoftle callcth the 
obedience offaitb^ which is counted to us 
for righteoufnefs 5 that believing, as I have' 
explained it, which comprehcndeth all thofe^ 
good difpofitions and afFedions which are 
neceflary to it, with its genuine-fruits, Thus 
we fhall find the dodrine of the New Tcfta- ' 

fncnt, upon the head of righteoufhcfs, conr 
04 fiftcnt 
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S.ER M. fiftent apd uniform j and the apoi^l^ St. P^i^/ 
VII. and St ^few^ teach us in cife^ the fame 
^ thing, when thj one faith^ that we ai:^ juftifiecj : 
by faith without the works of thel^W; the. 
other, that a man is juftified not by feith only, 
but by works alfo. The former meaneth, tha| 
the obfervance of the ceremonial law will not 
render finners acceptable to God } to this pur^ 
pofe circumciiion availeth no more than un* 
drcumcifion j facrifices, abftincnce from cer- 
tain meats, and the obfervation of days, will 
never make any compenfetion to the Dpity for 
difobediencc to his moral precepts, never make 
men worthy of his fevour 5 not only fo, in this 
ftate of imperfediop when all have finned and 
£il)en ^ort of the glory of God, we cannot be 
accepted upon the terms of zfinlefs conformity 
to hi^law, but upon the condition of believing, 
that is, obeying the gofpel fincerely. Thus \% 
is that faith and works ftand in diraft Oppo- 
^rion. But St. James joineth them together 
in ainother fenfe ; that is, the worjks whidi are 
its genuine fruits, and which elfewhere in* 
fcripmrc are included in faith itjfelf. 

Having thus explained to you the duty of. 
hdievic^ or the commandment of God, 
that nve Mieve en the nime gf fns Sm.jf^JS 
Cbrifiy we may from thence Jdarntke nature 
and the guilt of that fin; which is called ««r . 

belief 
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kelief in fcripture, and fo oftep and fcverdlySERM, 
icenfured. |t is rcprefented a§ a moft heippuA VII, ' 
.crime expofing iwn to pertain inevitable cott. ' 
detonation, nay, a«d threatcwd ta be ponifhr 
ed with a peculiar fevcrity : To appoint $&-> 
lairs theij: porticm with unbelieyers is, in the 
language ;<rf our Saviour himfelf, to number 
them with and punifli them a^ the gr^teft 
offenders. Jn the firft place, that unbelief, 
if it mcaneth a rg^aing the got^d, niufl: 
arife not from.njeer ignorance, wedtncfe of 
iipderftandiog,^ and an incapacity of diicern- 
ii^ the evidenqe for chriftianity, but peryerfer 
neis and depraved affe<3:ions ; fo our Saviour 
a^counteth for it when he pronouncpth that 
3wfui ^ntenqe, John n\. 18. He that believetb 
Pi* is cmdmned already, that 1$, he ihalfcer* 
tainly fall under a remedildS condemmiioa j 
he injmiddjately explaineth it at the 1 9th 
verfe, Olid tkis is tie cmdernnation^ that light is 
fvme into the %mrU^ and mm Iw^d d&rknefs 
rather fian light ^ becaufe their deeds wgrje mU 
This was the cafe of the fharifees^ v^hofe 
dWlinate i:cje(3don of the gofpd proceeded 
froqi the attachment of their hearts to their 
vice, and from the wickednefs of their Jives. 
The cafe of thcfc muft be extremely different 
who never heard of chriftianity, and, in 
woportion, Jof thofe who never liad it fairly 

and 
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SERM.and reafonably propofed to them, but in a 

VII. very imperfedt manner, and 4ifguifed and mif- 
' reprefented through the erroneous opinions, 
the foolifh comments, or, as the apoAle fpeak- 
eth, by the Jleight of men 'mho Ue in wait to 
deceive. The righteous judge of the whole 
world will not condemn men for not believ*- 
ing what they had not the means or the ca^ 
pacity of knowing, and he will make mcr-^ 
ciful allowances for the difadyantageous and 
abfurd manner in which it was fet before 
them 1 but for fuch as are disinclined, and 
difafFedlcd to thedodrine according to godli- 
nefs, and becaufe it thwarteth their vicious 
appetites, therefore rejed: it, there is juflly 
referved a terrible condemnation ; thefe are- 
the unbelievers againft whom our Saviour 
pronounceth his awful fentence, 

2dly, Unbelief, as it is ufed in fcripturc, 
ilgnifieth an obflinate difobedience ; it is the 
guilt of them who know the trath and aflent. 
to it, having a form of godlinefs, or a re-, 
ligious profeflion, yet deny the power of it, 
living in contempt of the chriftian laws ; as 
the apoftle fpeaketh, ferving divers liifls and 
pleafureSy living after the fiejh^ detaining the 
truth in unrighteoufnefs^ and being akminaik^ 
difobedient^ and to every good work reprobate^ 
That this is the fio of unbelief^ appearcth 

from 
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from the aceount already given of fa^h j for Serm* 
if it confifteth of all good, pious, and vifr VII. 
tuous affeftions, then unbelief, which is di- 
redlly contrary to it, implieth thp want of 
thefe, or the oppofite difpofitions ; and that 
in this fenfe the facred writers ufe the word 
is plain from many inftances, particularly in 
die third and fourth chapters of the epiftle to 
the Hebrews^ where the apoftle treateth large- 
ly of the cafe of the Ifraelite^ in thewilder- 
nefsj-fetting the example of their fin and 
punifliment before chriftians for an admoni- 
tion. The guilt charged upon them is un- 
belief; but, fureiy, that was not open re- 
jefting of the revelation which was given 
them, for as they had very convincing evi^ 
dence of it, they profeflcd their aflent to it, 
though they were unftedfaft and perfidious 
in God's covenant ; their guilt was difobe- 
dicnce to the nioral law, the rule of piety 
and righteoufnefs. At the 17th verfe of the 
third chapter to the HebrewSy it is faid, God 
was grieved with them that had Jinnedy whofe 
carcafesfell in the ivildernefs 5 and at the 1 8th 
verfe the fame perfons are defaibed thus, 
they believed not^ and tberejore God fwore ip 
his wrath that they Jkould not enter into bis reft. 
At the 2d verfe of the 4th chapter, it is faid, 
'the word pr^ac\ed did no( profit them^ nop be^ 

ins 
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SEKU.ing mixed with faitb in them tbfit heard if; 
VIL and at the nth vgrfe, wc ar? exhorted to 
lakfur (bat ive may tnUr into Ui r^, Ujl any 
man fall (^ter tU fame eofomple of unbeliefs 
And, in general, the ^poftlfe givetb this direct 
tion, chap. iii. j ?, Take keedy brethren^ leji 
there be. in any of you an evil heart of unbe^ 
lief in depc^ting from the living God\ which 
fhewcth the njalignity of that fin, and how 
compreheniive it is, for it taketh in all th^ 
ways of departing from God, and they arQ 
very various. 

it renaain^th now, my brethren, that w^ 
make an application of all this to ourfiplvesj 
and indeed there is nothing which concernedly 
us more. To us the word of falvation is fenf, 
and 'we have received this cpmmandment, 
that we believe on the name ofthefon of Qod% 
let us try what obedience we have givep to 
it. It confifteth chiefly, not in the e^ercifc 
of the^underftanding any farther thanks W(? 
pre obliged to ufe diligence that we may know 
the truth j but in the affedions and difppjfitions 
of the" heart, in a fincere love of the truth^ 
and that univerfal purity to which it tendeth 
to form the tempers ajid the converiations of 
men, J^et us examine whether thefe are the 
prevailipg difpofitions of our mJAds, and \ife 
proper endeavours to get our defcds in them 

amended ; 
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amended J for that is indeed to build upour-SERM. 
fclvcs in faith ; and let us, fince we believe, VU* 
be careful to maintain good works, and add ^ 
to the faith which we profeis, virtue, know- 
ledge, temperance, patience, godlinefs, and 
charity : Thus fliall we glorify our heavenly 
Father, whofe name and doftrine is blaf- 
phemed among infidels by the impiety and 
wickedneis of his profeiGfed &rvants ; thus 
fliall wc do all the honour we can to the holy 
Jefiis, the author and finilher of our faith, 
our Mailer ahd Lord, and adorn his doc* 
trine in all things ; thus fhall we lay up a 
good foundation for ourfelves againft the time 
to come, ahd our hearts not reproaching us 
for unbelief, that is, hypocrify and difobedi- 
ence to' the gofpel, while we profefs to be- 
lieve it ; we fliall have confidence towards 
our great Judgi, and not be ajhnmed before him 
at Mi appearing. 
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SERMON VIII. 

Of Inability to do Grooi) arifing 
from Vicious Habits. 



JEREMIAH xiii. 23. 

Can the Ethiopian change hisjkin^ or the le&^ 
pard bisfpot$ ? then may ye alfo do good that 
are aecujiomed to do evil. 

Serm. /V 5 nothing is more ncceflary to a ratio- 
VIII. -^tJL nal conduft, and to our purfuing the 
proper ends of life, as becbnieth intelligent 
features, than to enquire into the various 
capacities and fprings of a£tion, which are in 
our nature, how far the exercife of them de- 
pendeth upon our owft power, and choice, 
and hbw it ought to be directed ; fo the na- 
ture, the force, the forming, and regulating 
of habits, have an important part in this in- 
quiry, becaufe it is certain habits have a very 
great (hare in governing our praftice. 

By a habit, I mean a difpofldon to adk af- 
ter a particular manner with eafi^ doterity, 
and pleafure, acquired by frequently repeat- 
ing 
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ing the fame adtion. We can none of us be S e r m. 
fo much ftrangers to durfelves and to man- VIII, 
kind, as riot to know the truth of the fad; ' 
which hath been aflferted concerning habits j 
we find them in our felves, and we plainly 
difcern them in others ; we know that men 
once difinclined td a particular kind of adtion^ 
and who performed . it very iawkwardly, if 
they attempted it at all, have afterwards, by 
cuftom, attained to a facility in it, and a 
fondnefs for it* And we know that a de- 
fire to fome things is formed and raifed to 
great vehemence by habit, as well as that 
ability and fkill is acquired in exercifes either 
of the body or mind. Scarcely is their any 
of our powers, or inftindls, which is not ca- 
pable of improvement in this way : the eye 
by a proper, cuftomary, but at the lame 
time voluntary direftion to its cbjedt, be- 
cometh more fkilful in its difcernment, and 
thereby bringeth various entertainment to the 
mind: the ear, by an habitual attention, 
learneth more accurately to perceive the dif- 
tindtion and harmony of founds ; the tafte be- 
cometh more delicate and refined; the un- 
derftanding groweth up to maturity and 
ftrength, with pleafure in the exercife of it, 
by a diligent and well conduced application; 
the lower afFedions become immoderate by 
I indulgence; 
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Serm. indulgence} pafflon$ grovir furious; and dti 
VIU. ^e other hand, die beft aflfedions alfo arc 
' ftrengthened by ufe. Befid^ all thii, in ma- 
sy d^es, habits are not only to be coniidertd 
a$ acceflarieS) confirming» and enatafing tfaer 
tendencies of nature^ they are often die ible 
pHncipIes of adion ; that which men had no^ 
natural det^mination to, but were perfedly 
ibdifierent about, by cuftom becometh pl»- 
&nt> nay^ they are vehemendy inclined to it. 
If we Gonfider the conftitution and Aate d 
inan in this world, we (hall be convinced 
that this af^earance is very fuitable to the 
ends of it, atid therefore wifely ordered by 
defigning providence. We arc born in a ve- 
ry weak imper&;(5t condition, with, a remote 
capacity of aiding the part which is appointed 
fer tts, but we grow up to an immediate fit«« 
nfefe for it by degrees, ourdircaingandadivc 
powers, advance gradually to their maturity- 
On the part of our bountiful and wife crea- 
tor, we are furniihed with every thing which 
is needful and convenient for our ftate of ex- 
iftence; we have the neceflary fenfes, in- 
ftindts, underftanding, and afifeftions, and 
providence fupplieth us with the proper ob* 
jeds of all ttefe powers, and the pro|)er ma- 
terials for improving them. Now, wha* 
tould be more fuitable than that fuch crea^ 
3 tures 
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ttires fliould arrive to the perfect ufe of their S e r m. 
faculties by the extrcife of them, and that the VIII. 
ends and enjoyment of life (hould fo far de- 
pend upon themfelves, that they (hould finifh 
their own qualifications for their voluntary 
works, and, by pra6tice,^that manner of aft* 
ihg become pleafant to them which they 
chufe. A great deal of our knowledge of 
the world which may be ufeful to our felves 
proceedeth from obfervation and experience j 
and that knowledge diredleth the bufinefe of 
life in a much larger extent than the original 
inftinfts of nature could do of themfelves, 
and without fuch afCftance. It is their ob^ 
ferving the convenience to themfelves, which 
ariieth from them, that putteth men upon 
learning arts and fciences, and it is an ad- 
vantage, that ufeful labour by habit is made 
pleafent and cafy. * But the more extenfive 
the influence of habits is, the more do they 
require our attention, the rather becaufe the 
very being of them, and their ftrength and 
influence depend upon our felves. For our 
original deflres we are not accountable, they 
aire not ^ wholly fubjedl to our own choice j 
but the propenfities contrafted by our own 
voluntary afts are direftly imputed to us, 
whether they be good or bad. As habits, 
or rather a capacity of them, and mans being 
Vol. IV. B fubjcdt 
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S E i^ M. fubjcdt to them, properly belongeth to th6 
yiiin human, conftitution, aad is worthy of the 
wifdom, and goodnefs of its author; fo, like 
other things in our imperfeft and mutable 
ftate, it is capable of being abufed to evil : 
our greateft perfeftioh of virtue eonfifteth ia 
good habits, and is attained by conftant prac- 
tice, and the greateft wickednels men fall, 
into, is by accuftoming themfelves to do evil. 
It is this latter my text Icadeth me to confi— 
der, and the prophet reprefenteth it in fo 
ftrong terms, as if vicious habits rendered 
men wholly impotent to good, as uncapable 
of it, as a creature is of changing its very 
nature. Can the Ethiopian change his fkioj^ 
- or the leopard his ipot? I will in this dif- 
cpurfe, 

' f ' 
Flrjiy Cpnfider and pndeavour to explain 
the nature of evil habit?, particularly; 
' the tendency. of them, to render men 

indifpofed to ipqral . goodnefs» 
Secondly J Will ihew you in what fenfettiq.^ 
do^rine of the te;xt .i$ U). be up4etftoo4t 
or that difability to do good, whjch is 
C9i^tra<5ted by being , accuftomed to da. 

evil, \ '. • 

thirdly ^ diredt you to the proper apjd^i<»* 
tionofit. 
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* F/^i To cxpkin the nature of evil Habits, S e r m; 
particulatly the tendency of them, to render Vt^-^ 
men indlfpofed to moral goodnefs. 1 irtia- '^ '' 
gine that attending to a particular inftance d( 
this kind will give us a true notion of evil 
habits, fo far ds to anfwer the prefent defign^ 
as eafily as any naethod which can be takenf 
for explaining them. The inftance I fhalt 
mention is of pure habit, that is, the difpofi- 
tion td evil, though in fome very prevatlent 
is no otherwife to be accounted for, than 
from mere cnftopi ; it, is that of proftme 
fwearingy which we all know is fo coftoma- 
ry with fixne, nay, with gr^at multitbdes of 
men, dbat they do not, and themfelves fey 
they cannot, forbear it, in their common 
converfetion. . I lay, it is an inftance of pur^ 
habit, becaufe no reafon for it, nor induce- 
ment to if,' can be allowed to have any 
fotinikticm in nature. It is otherwife in fomd 
vices J t^. inteitopcranc^,' a very viciotis ha- 
bit, there is a temptatiftn in nature ; by im- 
modefate iodulgcnce,' the natural appetite is 
hei^tfted and enflamcd ; ^other vices alfo 
cori0ft in ejKcfs, o» ,thcy are, through qull 
tohi, J an: dvergcdwtb • of natural affedions 
Snd paffioiis : buif to- this there doth not ap- 
pear apy tendency inithe human conftitu'tbft. 
On t^-etwtxary, impfcty or irreverence to 
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SERM.the name of God, which is the evil of ralh 
VIII. fwcaring, is naturally (hocking to the mirul 
of man, till cuftom wears off the horror of 
'k. I believe it is fo with the generality of 
men, except thofe whofe education hath been 
fo wretchedly unhappy, that ill example pre- 
vented all refledtion and good fentiments in 
them, and they were taught prophanenefs as 
foon as they were taught to fpcak. But ma- 
ny who have been bred up in the fear of 
God, and afterwards turned to this irreligi- 
ous pradice, know that their firft eflays in it 
were uneafy to them; and when they firft 
took God*s name in vain, it was with fecret 
reproaches of their own heart, and a dread of 
his difpleafure, though perhaps they have 
fince got the hardinefe to laugh at this as a 
childifh prejudice. 

In this inftance we may obferve two 
things which will help us to underftand the 
influence of evil habits. Firft, a ^cat pro- 
peniity to adion. An hungry man is not 
more prone to eating, nor a thirfty man to 
drinking, than the perion who hath been 
long fo accuftomed is to profane fwearing. 
There is not the fame uneafy fen&tion to de- 
termine him as accompanieth appetites, which 
is the cafe likewife of other natural fprings 
which fet our a£tive~power$|i workj ]xit the 
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fike proneneTs there is to do what the habit Ser m. 
prompteth to. Perhaps, there may be aUb VIII. 
feme confiifed regard to the wiginal defign ' 
of an oath, which is a folemn atteflation of 
the Ipeaker's veracity, to gain credit to his 
adertbns, and to confirm his declared pur* 
po(es to be afterwards executed $ and in this 
cafe the paffions of men give a greater force 
to the habit, which is matter of common 
obfervation ; but the mere cuftom itfclf pro^ 
duceth the effed without any thing added to 
it, and they who have given themfelves the 
profane haUt fall into this fin as readily as 
if it were even natural to them. 

Secondly, Cuftom fupplieth the place of 
reafon,^ which is not at all attended to. It is 
very natural for us, and upon refledlion it 
^muft appear very fit, to enquire into the 
grounds upon which we aftj when any 
thing new and unaccuftomed is propofed, we 
muft fee fome evidence of truth, and fome 
motives of adion, to determine our aflfent and 
engage our compliance 5 but when habits ob- 
tain, this is overlooked, and there is no fur- 
ther fearch for reafon, It muft be acknow- 
ledged a great weaknefs in the human mind, 
but there is nothing more certain in faft, 
that points of belief early and fi'pquently in- 
culcated gain an aflcnt, which is tenacioufly 
P 3 adhered 
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^ERM. adh^ro^'to Without -se^p, <iay, igftinft -th^ 

qjkionfe which th«y newr cxdriimcd, but 
recekred : tfafim by tradition, imbt^Jttd them 
before they 'were capably of making a fair 
rattonal enquiry, and have been longaccuf-^ 
Homed' to believe them ? It i^this w^hich gi- 
veth fo deep a root to moft abfiird; errors ia 
religion, and* commonly the more abftird they 
are, the more obftinatdy they arc maintain- 
ed, fo - that all attempts to refute diem, and 
introduce more juft and reafonable principles^ 
are not only ineffeftual, but provoke the 
higheft refentment, and are oppofed with the 
utmoft violence. It feemeth that we are li-. 
able to paffive as well as to adtive habits j 
the effcdl of the latter is a difpofition to afti 
and promptnefs in adion ; the efFedt of the- 
ether is ah adherence to the conclafion, or 
the point of belief, without regard to the 
grounds of it. Applying this to the inftance 
before mentioned, the cafe of the prophane 
fwearer ftandeth thus, cuftom inclineth him 
to the wicked pradlice, maketh him as readily 
fall into it as if it were the natural operation 
of his adtive powers, and cuftom rhaketh him 
forgetful or infenfible of the linfulnefs of it, 
Alk any man who is addidted to this im- 
pious pradlice, why he doth it? if he 'is 

good 
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^[bod' hatiired enoiigK to hear the' enquiry S'^jiivri 
i?9itHout impatience^ as forrie are, he w21 give Vl^J^^^ 
HD other anfwcr than that he hath got fuch a ^— *>''^ 
habSt, he ^oih^ it \<rithotit? dcfign or fb much 
as thinking of it Affc him further concern- 
ing the reafon of it, and put him in mind ol? 
its finfulnefe, you will find that cuftotn hath 
alfo prevailed againft the fenfe of evil, and in- 
troduced an opinion of its innocence : Per- 
haps having nothing to fay in juftification or 
cxcufe of. the pradiCe, he may drop fuch ge- 
neral words as thefe, if it be a fin, I am 
fbrry for it, or God forgive me j but after 
all it is extremely difficult to fix a convidiori' 
of guilt, which is principally to be attributed 
to' the influence of the evilhabit* This cer- 
tainly muft be a furprifing appearance to a 
man that confidereth human nature abftradt- 
ly. Is it not ftrange that a rational being 
{hould be fo hardened againft reafon as to 
maintain an opinion for which he ' hath no 
pretence of. argument 5 or at leaft be infenfi- 
ble of a truth fo clear, againft v^hich he hath' 
no colour of an objedion ? But if vve" look 
into the world, and confider men as they 
adlually are, vit {hall find multitudes of pa^ 
rallel inftances, nay, inftances where the 
force of cuftom goeth much farther, even 
to mike men believe things moft abfurd and 
P 4 bar- . 
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Serm. barbarous, and which muft obvioufly appear 

VIII. fo to plain unprejudiced reafon, being evi* 
'dently contrary to the fir A principles of hu- 
manity ^ I fay, to make them believe fuch 
things not only innocent but laudable. Take , 
the habit of fupcrftkion for an exanaple: 
What cruelties hath it produced, quite ex- 
tinguiihing humanity itfelf ? In many coun- 
tries men can without reletiting, nay, with 
pleafure, fee their fellow creatures racked, 
tortured, burned alive, for pretended falfe 
opinions in religion. Aik them, is it not 
inhuman to treat any of mankind in fuch 
a manner? No, an unexamined cuftomary 
bigotry hath quite effaced reafon and natural 
afFeftion, and made the fuperftitious believe, 
not merely that the pradiice is innocent 
(which the profane fwearer thinketh, at leaft 
will not be fenfible of the contrary) but that 
it is highly commendable as pious zeal, and 
very acceptable fervice to God. 

Jf habits prevail fo ftr, even againft nature* 
as to reconcile men to impious irreverence 
for the name of God, and to horrid barba- 
rity againft their fellow creatures, contrary to 
the plaineft di<5tates of human reafon, it is 
no wonder their force is great where nature 
irfelf hath led the way, and there is a con- 
coriing or a previous temptation from what 
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the apoftle James callcth the luft of the heart. Sbr u. 
It hath pleafed God £) to fx6fx our condition Y^* 
in this world, that we are tempted from 
within as well as wi^out ; there are oppo- 
fite tendencies in our conftitution, and diough 
we have fufHcient motives to virtue, yet it is 
not to be praflifcd without difficulty: But 
cuftomary indulgence ruper-*addeth a great 
weight to appetite and paffion, and habit 
maketh fin much the more eaiily to bdet us, 
not only inclining us much more to the prac-- 
tice of it, but darkening the mind and har^ 
dening it into an infenfibility of eviU 

From what hath been faid, we may fee, 
which I principally intended to ihew under 
this head, and is diredly to the purpofe of 
the text, the tendency of evil habits to in* 
di^fe men for moral goodnefs, <x to render 
them unqualified for, or unable to pradife, 
the virtues contrary to thefe evil habits : And 
it confifteth in thefe two, inclining them to 
continue the ill pradice they have been ac- 
cufiiomed to, and defeating the beft means 
for their convidlion and reformation. No 
habit leaveth a nian in a ftate of indifiSsrence, 
it putteth a flrong bias upon his mind to a£t 
according to its diredion, as experience (hew- 
eth in innumerable inftances, and in the moft 
ordinary affairs, and even amuiejpcnts of life 5 

hpw 



Digi 



tized by Google 



21P» • ' 6f'iMiiy h do Gwd ' - 

Se ft ivTrhbv^ naturaMf ihd eailly do we faH Into' tTid 
VIH; beaten track,' anid^'hold on ^ acctftoraed 
^^'■"■^■^^'^^^oou^ tfeoo^ bur reafon- difccfncth no im- 
pwtance inhitat a!I? Way, by the influence 
df -habk, triflies - are magnified ' into matters b^ 
gfeit -rtibment, ' at' leaft they engage the (de- 
(tct; and detcrtnme the atStiye jiowers asf if 
tlicyvwtre, fo that', we find it very difficult 
ta break them off. ' Again^ the oiiiy rational 
vrary of tecbittiing meii frohifll jJraAices' is, 
by cotivfncing them/ that they are ill, aftd 
that they muft' be attended with unhappy 
confequences to themfelves : Bbt it hath been 
ofterved, that the efffeft of habits is to darken 
the urtderftandihg, to fill the mind with pre- 
jiidiccs, and to render it unattetitive to rea- 
, fan. -How then (hall they that are ac- 
caftomed to do evil learn t6 do well, fince 
they-atebiafedagainft it^ being expert in* the 
contrary pradice, and.* flnce they have made 
thdi«felvfes irt a great mfeafure uncapabl'e of in-' 
ftrinaion ? I come in the 
>, . . * • ' - *i 

Second place, to confider particularly tbfe 
dparinc:of the text, and how we are to tift- 
derftand that difability to do good which is 
contraiSled by being accuflomed' to do evil. 
The prophet expreflcth it vcryflrbngly, tCi^-^ 
paring -the condition of habitual-finners in the 
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Very point of iibcir cohverfion to a better Kfe Se r m. 
and courfe of a<3IoD, to a 'ftatc of nature VHI. 
which is uncapaWe of any change froih^ 
within. Now, if this is to be taken ftri<S^y, 
and that the impotence to good is aWbhite 
and total, the coniequence is thatfinners will 
be altogether abandoned to their wicked 
conrfes} J&Mr th€i;e is norennedy: At lead 
whatever God may do by an extraordkiary 
interpofition, "as hie can alter the nature of 
things, all^'remonftrances againft- their vicions 
praflices,, ail exhortations and perfiiafives to 
amendment, are entirely needlefs and to no 
purpoie 'y £br how vain would it be to bid 
the Ethiopian: change thexolour of his fkin^ 
or the leopard hisifpots. But that we are not 
to underftand. it in fuch a maxiner, that the 
parallel is not to be carried^ quite fo far, and 
that the impotence is not total nor equal to 
that which ia natural, will appear from the 
ibllbwing cx^ofiderations. 

Firft, where there is a totatcflfabilityi and 
equal to that which is natural, there can be 
Do^uilt. It k contrary to all oar notions of 
right and wrong to carry moral obligations fa 
far. Will any dne fay that it^^ a fin for a 
map not to do what he hath naturally no 
power to do, that he doth -not change his 
conftitutionor the colour of his Ikin ? But in 

this 
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S E ft M. dii8 cafe, evil habits^ (o far from taking away 
VIIl. the guilt of the fins which are committed in 
^purfiiance of tbem^ they aggravate it rather^ 
and render the* iinners obnoxious to a more 
fcverc puniihment. This certainly is the 
meaning of tte text, fot the fcope of the 
Wh<^e chapter is to reprefent the heinoufhefs 
and aggravations of the peoples iniquity, and^ 
therefore, in the name of God to threaten 
iffhh extraordinary punifliment. To this 
purpofe is the emblem of the Girdles fb 
marred, as to be good for nothing, and the 
threatening of aftoniihing and confounding 
Judgments, jproducing an infamatipn like 
dronkerihefe. The prophet, therefore, eam- 
eftly calleth upon them to hear and give 
glory to Gcdi^ by humble confeffion and re- 
pentance, the only way to prevent their ruin j 
he telleth them^, x Jbe would himfelf mourn for 
their inc<xr^ible cjbftinacy and their mifery ; 
and immediately after the text, addeth the 
folbwing declaration in the name of the Lord, 
therefore will I fcattef tbm as the Jlubble 
Hjobichpaffetb moay by the wind of the wildermff ; 
this is thy ht^ ,tbe portion of thy meafurefrom 
me, faith the Ltird^ hecaufe thou baft forgotten 
me and trufted injaljhood. All which plain- 
ly fbeweth, that their wiokedncft is aggra- 
vated, not leff^ned by their cuftomary evil 
. domgj 
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doing, and therefore the bability here ipoken Ser m. 
of is not natural but moral only. If we VIII. 
confider the rcafon of the cafe, it will appear ' 
at firft fight very ftrange to afert, that men 
fhould, by a repetition of criminal afts, diP 
charge themfelves from the obligation of their 
duty, and the more frequendy they tranf- 
grefe thereby become the more faultle^. But 
there is nothing elfe in a cuftom of doing 
evil than a frequent repetition of finful ads* 
Let us attend ferioufly to what pafleth in our 
own minds upon a review of our ofiences, 
and the ftate into which they bring us with 
refpe6t to the judgment of God, for that is 
the fureft way we have to judge concerning 
the quality of our actions, and according to 
the fentence pronounced by oonfcience, fb 
may we exped the decifivc judgment of the 
fupreme tribunal will be. If our hearts cm^ 
demn us^ God is greater than wr heart s^ and 
knowetb all things ; if our hearts condemn us 
not^ then have we cmfidmce towards God. 
Now, it is certain no man ever did, or pof- 
fibly could, think himfislf the lefs guilty for 
an ill habit, but die more. It may indeed 
render him more difinclined to rcfleft, and 
more unattentive and averfe to the light which 
maketh manifefr his evil deeds ; but if he 
doth reflcd at all, and he may fomctime'find 
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Se RM.it mevitable, and if that light brcaketh in 

VIII. upon him whether he will or not, the cufto- 
mary commiflion of fins and the frequent re-* 
petition will niiake them appear thehigheft 
^gravation of his guilt, becaufe, he cannot 
help being confcious that they were always 
his own voluntary adts. If it be io, the con- 
fcqucnce is, that the impotence to good, con-» 
trailed by vicious liatnts, is not equal to a na^ 
tural impotence, nor is to beib underftoodby 
us. Let us never entertain a thought fo in-** 
jurious to the honour of Almighty. God, the 
fupreme ruler and judge of the whole earth, 
as that he requireth of his creatures, what 
it is abfolutely impoflible for them to perfdrmi 
or that he will puniflb them for. what they wer« 
utterly unable to do. Thisunjuft imputatiot> 
is reprefented by our Saviour in his parable 
of the talents, as caft upon his proceedings in 
judgment. by the.JDiothful and wicked fervant, 
that he is auficre^^ reaping^ where be did not^ 
fowy and gathering nabere be did not fir am ^ 
But the wickedy )vho maketh fuch an impious 
pretence, {hall be condemned out of his own 
moiitl^ his. plea iball. be turjQcd upon binoij 
and he fliall be forced to witr)e^' againf^ 
himfelf-: particul^dy^ m^n ra»ft:»l^ felf-ooBr 
demned in. alleging that they ?re:excufiLW« 
from^he impotence 5X)ntra(aed by bad habits^ 
^. becaufe 
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becapfe they know in their hearts, that ew^rlr S.e r m. 
ftep of their progrefs to the moft confummate^ VIIL 
ftupidity, is voluntary ; and that all th^ in* ' 
ftances of their hardened wickednefs are thi& 
cffe^^s of their own choice. Secondly, That 
the diiability of habitual iinners to do good, 
to alter their courfc, to fcM-feke their wicked 
practices, and do that which is lawful and 
right, is total and abfolute, equal to the. inn 
capacity of creatures to change their very na- 
ture and conftitution, fuch as the Ethiopiai^ 
changing his fkin 3 this is contrary to faft and 
experience. It is very well known in a mul- 
titude of inftanoes, that naenby ftrong reftn 
lutions, >and a vigorous cxcrtign of the na« 
tural fore? of . their minds, have actually con- 
quered very inveterate habits, and turned te 
a quite different way of living. Some re-, 
duced to extreme poverty by their idleneft. 
and vices, and finding themfelves upon the. 
point of ftarving> have formed in their diftrefej . 
ftrong .purpofcs of future .honeft and fobef. 
indttftry, which they executed with, fo muchi 
\dgctt:j ts tip? .find the.eficGs j^'thei^hapJ>y mn 
ccwery tqan tfafj&ahd irq^utable condition ior 
lif^,. andf tQA yiruw)li&. ftate of mind. Oth^cs> 
brought-.to. the ¥C»y gates qf dtath by in-^ 
teoapcranoe. a^; exoeflea, haive b^en reftored 
ta health, by a.r^lblYcd' abftincnce. .Nofv 
\ .. 3 'thefc 
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Serm. thdc habits of idlenefs and debauchery are 
VIII. as difficukly reformed as any other, andmul- 
^ titudes have perifhed by them. There arc 
violent temptations to ihem ; cuftom hath as 
great a force as in any other cafe, and na- 
ture joineth with it, which it doth not in 
many; thefe vices darken the underftanding 
and enervate the mind, yet even they have 
been adhially overcome. No reafon therefore 
can be given why the mind may not, by a 
peremptory refolution, break through the op- 
pofition of any evil habit. 

The inftances I have mentioned are of 
reformation effeded by the ftrength of tern* 
poral motives, by the feelings q£ {Mnching 
poverty, languifhing bodily diflempers, and 
by the fear of death ; and one would think 
Ac motives of religion as ftrong. However 
that be, what I aim at at prefent, is only 
to (hew the innate force of the mind itfelf^ to 
conquer bad habits, whatever the confidera* 
tions are which determine it to exert that 
force. But that the event doth not altogether 
depend upon the fbrength of the motives 
which are oppofite to evil cuftoms, is evi« 
dent from the cafes already referred to« Sup- 
pde two men placed in extdly paraQel cir« 
cumftances, bodi, for example, in extreme 
want, as the confequence of floth or of riotous 
4 living 
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living, ccmfirmed hf a long litbil) otte.ofStlty; 
them meanly d^edtd (hall yieid to hit tip Vttt 

t>rdiended ill &te^ and wlthcmc JdokiHg for ' ' 

a remedy^ which he thinketh titttriy hd^ 
iefs, iufiereth himfelf to be cUfried clo«rli th« 
ftream of his accufton»sd paffion to his dc^ 
ftradtion \ the othd- flieweth hinfifiif a hiatt, 
and t)eing folly fertfibfe of the urgent neccffity^ 
armeth himfelf wifli coun^e to t^ncottnter dl 
diflSculdeS) and with hope to fismuKitit theiki« 
Suppofe, again^ as in the odief ^% tWO 
men lahguKhing uiidei' dangemut diAemperi 
contracted by luxnry, and abftinenceis th< 
only remedy j die One from a juft wsfy of 
thinking, having fortified hii mind widi in* 
vmdble refdution, ft^itteth to ndee, wi 
however uneafy it may be for a (inM, desae A 
his appetite, whereby he gettetb the bett^ 
of his former ill habit, and at kfl his health 
is re^fhblHhed ; the other widi a reproach^ 
fbl and unmanly weaknefs, thou^ he is 
told and hath the greateft reaibn to ^iprchenA 
what the confequence will be, continuing 
the ikve of his brutifh Inclination, indulgeth 
it, and by it pcriflieth. You fee then whetfe 
the difi^nce lieth, that it is in ourfelveSi 
and what that impotence is which arifeth 
iram habits^ that it is no more than irrefoltii^ 
Vol. IV. CL tioo 
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8b«mM.^n trfiipli i»pr©pei^y.the*faftU of th^ i^iqd^' 
Tilt, aqd to!l»; charged whc% upon it. . , . , 
Noi;^; ^f^^ thifrt^ the cafe befcH'ctus^.tbe 
cfifB^fkft^^^xi gopeia uqpfous ^di^moral 
tQ*vik»$ by iU ^^^&f>m y^^ l?avc cow;;!fadte4 
d^feal^ pf n^UDdi. tbi^virtupus afie^ions. 9X^ 
weakwediO^c^^d^S^yK {>afiipas arpheeoxo* 
exodsi^t beip§ ^fc^ iq no reftiaijat, .|heir 
fen^ialde^es^egrqwi) to an itnp^tupus Vio- 
|piK«, ^oi ^9^ wii^>9^V°« to g9od is beigb: 
tened intot inability. But what is this inability i 
TOtbij^^but inrefolutj^ poljf 

gimjpaUy cqn\n&i^ Jtoft, cootHiueth , to be 
dirqfUy and propedly/ their own faul^ .and\ 
AUl |he ^ther it proceede^i thff morexulj^bk 
fbey are. Ic^i^PQ?v}^e it is difficult Xpi.fiicb 
finoiers^ theyj have ma(|e it difficult fgc.jd^pi'^ 
fel^es to TCfcmi in die^'fcriptufe feni^9^ that 
word^ tbatis^ to be ri^newe^ in th^^irjtof 
ihck tfwdy . to break gff their hah^g}^^i^t\f 
righte ouf n e fk^and a thorough .aQiepdpQOi 
j)radii]^ the oppofite virtues; butU;i^4^th 
not.ceafe to be their duty, nor dotb^t ceafc 
io be in their power. What hindflcetb*? 
when we have ikid all we. can of oiir,. impo- 
tence to good, it amounteth to no mote.thap 
jnattenuon^ and want of refolution y ^nd what 
.is there in the power of the mind> if attcpti» 
juid refolution be not ? • 

The 
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"Thfc fcrifllufcs; tiMQa^j^ oAer d«cl;ir(i^Qn$, S e r m; 
as well a$»ifi my text; tep^tnt the qapdition VI^.^- 
of notoi, by cafiojOfVtfy jSnning, as very dc- ^ 
plocaUe and extreiliely.^difficuk im be x:i^ 
$iti groweth daily &bv^ bi thein> ib^qiiiriog 
theiorte^f a bw^.oradoqHiik)a,by wEidt 
ibey are bdd in boods^ ;, iheii^ mpu&.de(ire$, 
beOMse bioie impeniqu^^^ tbiir jucjgmi^ ^f' 
fOMt^ dj^eqces is fo: corrop^^ that' thgrj 
put g<»Qd for cvjl, and ctU ibr ipcfd j, t^r. 
C€»lfi»eDc(g 4re ^ed, beii^ pafl feeing,. 
they ^S: tjpfffAlyt^ up to laicivjou^^^ tp, 
:work iifVicke4oB^'!^i4^ gi^c^^ the apoftle 
Paul £^di of the unconverted Geotiks, that 
they vmi^.dead in.trefpafles and lin%,;^EjSfb^l 
41, I* and St /V/ir, concerning feme 4ff?V 
veis in his tinne, whp had the advantage of 
better inftmdion, but wickedly negled^ it, 
that thtey. were the fervapts of corrt^ftt^^ii 
expDtiUy, Aat they could not cea&^pox fin, 
2 Pet. 11, 14. Nay, to &t the indj^oQtion 
of fuch'finners to goodneis, in a ftfpngecligbt^ 
It is fofli6times fo reprefented in (qip^e, as 
if the obitinate depravity of tl^ hearty were 
the intention and efie£U of the. divine prpr 
ceediogs towards them. To this pprpofc, is 
rthat remarkable prophecy of ^^/is chap. vi. 
9, JO. frequendy applied in the new tcfia^. 
Qient to the Jews, who were harden^ in 
CL2 their 
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Serm. their dttbbedieiiM to tlie Gcfyd$ teM thig 

VIIL ptcfity bear ye tnitd but imdefftmd mt^ 
\mi Jetye indeed Sut petceiw IMP; meiii the 
heart of ttis people fat^ and mah their tai^ 
heavy, and fimt tbeir eyes, left tbey^fie wtb 
their eyes^ Mdbear^tbiieirem^, andwubr^ 
fiani n/Ath ^r hearty ami eonwrt and ba 
beafed. And Mofesm Ddat %s&K. ddtt^og^ 
Ifhc obdiira^ ef the IftaeKtes in t}» wfider^ 
nefi, that they had net been teckaMed firMi 
their rebellkxi, by all ^the Sgt^ and ^PitMiders 
which had been wMd^ before thdr «yes; 
&ith at ver. 4. SH&f L^d iafh mt ^ghmyeti 
an heart topereeroty and eyes tofe^, and ear$ 
to hear tmto this day. Bttt the nietalhg of 
alt this, is not as if there were a natnral im« 
poffibility of the conrerlioQ ^ Siteef^ and 
their returning to a better miftd and belter life; 
mnch \f&, as if air^ thing were^MmHed or 
done on <?od^s part ta hinder titeif anend- 
ment, fer he is always wilting that nienihoutd 
lepent, and ready to give them flU vii&xShsPf 
!affiilano&ln order to it: (he de%fl » only to 
ihew that finners, by being aecoftomed to 
evir^ are fo deeply engaged in their wicked 
coarfes^ that it is extremely difficult to ftdaim 
them, and that whatever God feeth €t, as the 
wife and good moral Gbvernor 1^ the worlds 
in order to their reformatioo, tli^ art «»- 
5 happ3y 
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iiaf|% ^Mpofed to«bofQ» £o as temake irthe Ser m. 
twcai&w of their peat^ obftinacy; But U is VIII, 
^ain that tiie icript^K iUU utgeth tJamn to ' 
ameawi, aod ufeth i»ny «]dMi«itioas,- ao^ 
powers pedbafives to that piupofe^ wbidi 
ii^>poftd» a po^^ity cf fiicoefi) otberwife 
di^ w<teld be in vaiii, »ui €0«ld hanUy be 
recondted ta die wifitom and goodnefe. of 
Cod» a«d diey have been i^iece^^al in {otac 
inftaifo^ Nay* and thofe reprdentadons I 
bene xnenttoned, as tbey ^nd in the places 
ttStned to, *m 4e%o'd aggf^yatioos of gutk 
ddivored i«.thc wayofr^toof, totryif poilf- 
^ly th^ ooinds o£ finners could be deeply 
aflbged^ and fo pcpi M il c d with, toeacattb^ir 
fower,. for their own atneodnaent 

The proper a|^lication of dl which hath 
been iaid> is to habkiial finners. "they ztc 
of various jorts $ feme are addi<3»d to cpftc 
maiy debauchery, to ri<airfg end drtmientufs, 
astbeapoftieexprefiethit, to chambering and 
wantoaneis, either in a motQ open and pro* 
iiigate, orbamoreiecretnianna:, under the 
hypocritical profeiSbn of religion I fomehave 
oonita^bed haiuts dfpro&oene^ others of in- 
juftice. But whatever the particular vice be, 
(one is mortid as well asao(^er, and he who 
cnftomar^ ofl^deth in one pointy is guilty 
«f all) they win iind thett condition defcribed. 
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€3® Of inahiKiy to do Gwd > 

SikM. in the account whfcfrhatH been given of evil 
Vitl. haKts, and the tendehcy of thimi toiitdifpore 
men for doing good.- Arc not yoii mifwc 
that the pred^ominant fih> by being often pm- 
ftifcd; hath got a deep root in your bffe^ns ? 
abcfordfcg to Zophar's elegant fimaitade, Job^ 
XK.^ 1 2. though wichdnefs befweet in bis inoutby 
though fe lade it under M^ tongue ; though he 
fpare itandforjakethifnof^ but keepetb itJiiU 
within his mouth. Another unhappy effe<3: of 
this indulgence, which you will undoubtedly 
find in experience if you confider it, iff, Iftat ' 
yourferife of the maligmty of the -fin, which 
you ai-e accuflotaed to, alwteth; you will by 
degrees think it lefs and lefs heinous, till at 
laft there tippeareth in k little <m: no harm ^ 
all- ;. • : 

What then ? can they who are fo accuf- 
tomed to do evil, not at all learn to do well; 
mufl they be fufFered to go on in tfieif evil 
'ways without being urged to reform j and 
"is it in vain for them to take any fleps to- 
wards their own amendment? If it be fo, 
they muft perifh ; for, according to the plain 
tenor of chriftianity, any one fin obfHnately 
' perfifte^ in will deprive us of falvation ; and 
* a thorough fubjedtion of mirid to any one 
viqiouS habit, and cSDntlnuing in thepi^ice 
of it; is What the |ofpeI -calleth a flatc of 
^ • ' unbelief, 
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^l^difei^ tiikpenit^(^, or difobedience;whidi ^S WUi. * 
exduckfth the (inner fi-oiki the kingdosn^of• Vlll. ^ 
God. Bae the cafe is not fo ddp^atte ; thcre:'^ ^'"^^ 
k yet kope conc^ning the worft of mtn ; t 
God waheth to be gracunis to them^ unwil-i 
1kg they Aiould perilli) if tfa^ ace dUpoAsd ' 
oa tjieir part to fubmit tp the remedy ^ 
if^hidi hi&^iii^efcy hath providetl. Hie^firh - 
point to be gained/ &nd indeed a v^'im** 
portant one, is, to -bring diem to fcrious at-^ 
tcntion. This muft be ackiwwtedge^i to bc^ 
diKficult, for the natural tendency of indul-' 
genc^ in any evil way, is to make men; 
tboughtlefe; they are, as the pfalmift fpeak- 
eth ; like the deaf adder that fii^etb hek ear 
and 'Will mt hearken tn the voice of the char^ 
mer, though he charm ever fh mfely. But at 
the ianie time nothing can be more incx- 
cufaMe, Is thete any thing more becoming 
ratioiifal creatures than to confider what part 
is proper for them to ad, and what will be 
the confequences of their own conduft? 
can they poflibly have any fatisfadion of 
mind or be juftified to thcmfelves in a ftu- 
pid direlei&^s about the quality, and event 
of their own a<5tions ? and mud not ri^on 
and <^Mtfoil;nce inwardly reproach them for 
a refolved continuance in neglefting to hear 
their voice \ If we muft ftop here, and that 
0^4 accord- 
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SlftfiM. aoBMeKog to our SbMrkmr's tfxouot of theait 
yUL iBffi;JbKV9 no fairs tokcsr, that is^ no inH- 
pn^n AMK be iii»^<m tb^k satuds^aod 
tbey caooQt be. prevailed wi^ to gii« a 6^ 
rkwa ittefUkm, theicmodkiQa then is cft^, 
t|MiM{yd^kwtbiei aUthepowecii^lWffiMr 
finnos of thergo^l are bft upon tbem^ ibm 
free 0(9^18 of jMfckinaQd ^IvatkOt tbctomft 
$i^[eiftk49ate^ invitations to npentano?/ an4 
the. tbre^ningB i^ diving veoge^oce agaioft 
tbe ioipomtmt} be that is filthy is like to 
1h Htby ftilU and to meet with the recmn? 
pence whieh ia due to bis obfUnacy. Onfy 
)et it be remembered, tbs^t the negl%eix:a 
^ the ignorance which proceed ^om ti^ 
a0b£led kiccnfid^ration cw alkiriate fio £iult^ 
ipo cq^ery, can neither make a mans omifr* 
iion^ or a^^ons kfs criminal in themfel^^^ 
Wt.^^ the eaik;r on bis mind when he tc-^ 
viewetb themi becaufe this is fa obviouAy 
l<>con£iftent with the iirft ^pd moil evident 
cHig^jdops.we asi^ under as^ iii^^nt b9* 

Hh 

B»t I will imkQ a more fevowable . fup- 
pofition, namely, that you ^tre folicitouf 
fithmt your ftate, that you are AnfibW you 
bav« sM^ed very fqcliihly, apd Vieiy WiolQfd- 
ly in the habitual pracSke of fin^ ,2Bid there- 
by madp y<HirfeJves unhappy: b»iy^^ ^f 

afraid 
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ifraidftjstookte to think of atMndaMtsSBitM^ 
yoa are too £u: gone in vitioits faabit^ to no- VIIL^ 
letm themnowy and torn t? the contiaiy 
Wtoes; yoa have been «ccoft<mied to do 
enl, and omnot letm to do wnetl. I hav# 
eodeavoored to (hew yoa that the principle 
ai£die; that the inabiliQrto do gpodcon- 
traded by tndhabita isnotnatural^ but mo* 
nd, and at laft when it is thoroughly exami^ 
fw), aaxmnteth to no more than unwitting^ 
w&t or ii:vefi:>ltttion. If yoa are heurtily fo 
difpo&d yoo may yet become new creatures ; 
yoo may concantng the former convcrikti* 
on fM off the oldman^ and put m the new. 
Yoa may, as the prophet exhortetb, IJkiiA 
i. |6« W!fft> ym 0nd make you ckan^ put a^ 
muy tbi evil of your doings^ ceafe to^ A evit^ 
0fd learn to dQ moelli or as the feme thing is 
e^qprefled) Uziek. xviu. 31. Make you a nei» 
heart. It is not in vain that God com«- 
Biandeth finnors to do fo^ no^ doth he mock 
iheir impotence, by requiring impoffibilitie& 
Put on ftrong refotution, as m^ prefied by 
vaJoMM neocflity) and having your all at 
i|«|(e> exert the atmoft force of year n>inds» 
«d iaipatient of so ignoble icrvttade, which 
yw are refoWed at a&y expe&cf to (hake off, 
and conteodtflg for a glorious liberty, for 
the empire qf (isi^n and coQibience, ka the 

true 
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a34 ' QfJiu»liHifyjto d^Goad > 

Sexm. tfoc pdffcaioa ofe your nature, and ix a: 

VIIL gloricms it6xxiort$iity. Sobmit.to the fakita-* 
^Tj.jmM o(:X€ftv»zxiCQ.ZDd:c^ the. 

fte(h.:t though .yair vices he fleer to yoo.a» 
sn eyey or anband^ according to our i&yiour's 
allufiod, yet be ioontent to part with them, 
for iaying lifei fir £»dng your fouls; for oik 
sko othel: .ternss asialvatioh tQ':be obtaiiftdi' 
Coniider for your .encouragen^nt the grace: 
of the goipel, vpherein , you have, not only- 
ilrong laotivc^ added, to thcife of natural to^ 
^%W^r which (hould animate yw to this vfM 
ertioQ of your utQioft power, but gncions 
afiiftance freely offered. Godisj'eady to do* 
^1 that is fit to be done on fab part, iK^tfa^ 
wif^ and .good governor of mohtt Ageais^ 
and for the purpofe of reclaiming fiim^ 
he hath expreffly promifed to give tbe^^holfjr' 
^kit to them- who aflc hioi i Whifch z&Bt^ 
ance,. hov?ever> is only to be expeded . in 
the way of oqr fi^ealous, and deligent o^ 
^eavours fin^^our own refornaatien^.notia 
the way of fupine, negligence, . ^ L 

^ I conclude with advifing tfaofb in whom 
vicious habits have not yet got the afcen* 
dant that they carefully watch againft them. 
The wtidotn of pre^^t»don is: better than 
that of remedy, in many re^peds, and par- 
ticularly ia this^ that by it your efeape frooi 
'5 the 
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crtjingffm vififm BaBifs. 235 

the corraption that is in world, abfdtttely Serm^ 
neccflary forchriftiaDS, will be much more VIIL 
eafy>. asiii^elLaskfupe. It is eafieft rdifting 
temptations at tbci beginning; when they 
Rave,got head, aijd are grown ftrong by our- 
compliance, :it is harder to conquer them ; 
and every ftep of our progrefs in an evil way 
rendereth our retreat the niore difficult* 
Our greateft danger here arifeth from inat- 
tention ; mei> fometimes get into bad habits 
before they are aware, but never without a 
yiery feulty heojlleirnefsr Remember the 
^poftle's caution, fake bead leji any of you he 
hardened jjprough the deceitfulnefs offm^ 
.whr<;h dotli^ not appear more in any thing 
tbap enfnaring men ijito bad habits: Watch 
yo% ^it you like men^ be Jlrong^ that yoa 
tpsiyjiand comfkat in ali the will of God. 
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SERMO N IX. 

A Sermon addrefled particularly to 
' YoOng Persons* 



PS ALM XXXIV^ II, 12, 13, 14. 

ComCy ye cbtldren^ hearken unto me: I mk 
teach ym the fear of the Lord. What man 
is be that defretb Sfe^ and bvetb ipany days 
that be may fee good? Keif thy tonguifrom 
evily and thy lips from Jpeaking guile \ depart 
from ewtanddo good^ Jeek peace and purfue 

SERM.rr-^HE royal Pfilmift here aflSimeth the 
IX. X chara&er which properly belonged to 
him, addreffing his inftruflions to the Ifraelites 
as his children. It was his higheft glory as a 
good prince, to be the common Either of his 
people 5 and the venerable office of a prophet 
with which he was alfo dignified, gave him 
great authority in teaching, and became ano- 
ther foundation for filial refpedl. The ex- 
hortations contained in the text, being hot 
ten>porary and peculiar to the ftate or cir- 

cumftanco 
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camftanoe^ of any cm luition^ but of a mo^SBRM. 
ntt nature and peqpetual obligadon^ of the IX. 
gretteft impcmance s^ itfsibliiei[& to aU per- 
Ibnsand at att titnes^ I (baU» porfiiant to die 
Ar%n of our ppefent aflemUy, af^ly theoi 
particularly to the young myeais, wfaoftri^ 
wx^ be diftu^uiO»d by die name of chil- 
dren, as &r as any can be fi> caUec^ who are 
capabfe of being inftruded . 
. Ewty one) wiU aUow, that none are bdt« 
aeirintitled tothocare of filch as would tcoA 
religion; that their pains cannot be better 
lieftowed with a greater probability of fiicr 
ce&;» or the profped of a more extenii^ 
gpod. The weaknefs of the young recomk 
mendeth then> to oar tendereft compa^ion^ 
Let any man confider ferioufly .with himfelf 
what hasiards he ran in his heedle& youth^ 
what a narrow eicape he made from the 
.^^prruptiom c^the world, in which multitudes 
sg^ caught to their ruin ; nay, what follies 
an4 errors he actually fell into, wluch have 
been the futje^S: of his Utter felf-refkdion 
4t a.more noiture age; and muft he not ac«* 
knowl^ge that bis moft afiedionate fym^^ 
p^thy is due to thofe, who are juft entering 
into the fame dangjers ? Can there be a moit 
movii^ ob)9d of pity to a w^U di^ied per* 
ibn^ than a multitude of his feUow^creaturet^ 

endeared 
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^5^ Aparti(!aat Mrtfiurv^ 

.IX. ^ nature, bcn;by tnore^ecisAAiid&cred dcs 
^ "^^Jbe hel^ed-^flSpiSog of hia much efteessod 
J&ieods, teod^lj^rcdudated.froiatiie^ 
jo&bcf, and ,tbd feeds of virtpetfown inthdr 
iieart^ yet ^nprmSJiTQd Jn. yigilance, and the 
iiiljliaie att of icSf-govarooisnt; rufhiiig iiiio 
a wotid ^bere Glares lie tfakk on evary fide^ 
and polfoned arrows, aimol gt the defbo^m 
of their integrity,' flying frtM» ewry quarter^ 
By which thoufands like themd^iiy ^1 ?' Who 
wbold not lend an' helping hand, -wdald not 
tife all his (kill, ^nd exert his UtnCioft p6M;^ 
to prevent fuch ruin, to fave fuch fotih fir^M 
death? Again, if we have it at heart to 
]»x>mote true piety and virtue, we ought 16 
u& our utmoft zeal and diligence, whtere 
there is the greateft probability of fucccfe. 
But, furely, the feireft profpeQ: is with thofe 
whofe minds are not inlaid with flrong preK 
jttdices, whkh ariie from a cuflomaryitK 
dulgence in vicious couries. The wifdom of 
prevention is better than that of remedy. If 
he be wife that winneth fods, that60nveite& 
them from the errors of their way, and 
l^rneth (Iraying ^ners to righteoufiiefi, he 
is at leaft as wife who preventeth others from 
<«lbg into the'dcftruaivc paths cf vke, 
jrtiereby exircme dangers are avoided and a 
* - mul- 
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mukitade of-G^s^ mftead (^[i^bich may b5&«RM, 
isa^pe£t6d aitny; fiwts of t^gbteqi^e^ to the IX. 
%\iff c£ God, pTiCpsMniig: ^tbe ofa^ii^ of our^ 
ffM^kmatccs^e for a 'full hjarvoft of happi-> 
neH bereaftefi ; r ' ' 

-: Befidcs, if VfC:Bxc foligltoii^ ^; the njoij; 
extenfive good of mankiod, ^nd the j)rofpenC{^ 
of^the world, ibflp which t We <:apnot>be ^ 
I^Cjtter and morp v generous difpofition in thq 
bfiplM^ mind) the beft fery^ce we can rend^ 
tO'thar impoctai^t intereft ;is^ ^y inftrudiing 
youtb« Upon them dcpcnj^^hthe ftate of the 
prcf^^ ^d the fiicceeding geoeniioQ^ whe- 
tlier^it fliaU be vicipua and miierable^ or vir- 
tuous and hapf^. Experience confirmeth 
whgt Solomon teacheth us in his Proverbs^ 
tl^at rigbteou^iffs exaitetk a nation^ but fin is 
the reproach of any people. Scarcely is there 
any > one ^ fo unacquainted with the hiflory of 
^wodd, as not to know that civil fbcieties 
have always flourifhed by virtue^ and that 
they haye^fiink into-* weakness, di(honour» 
and rain at h&^ by luxury, injuftice, and 
other inunoralities. Efpeciallyto chriftians, 
who confider the providence of God, as 
fWiiely and ri^eoufly governbg the world, 
and. who attend to the meafures of the divine 
adnuniftration hitherto obierved, agreeable to 
the declarations of the fcripture? j the*pro- 
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44^ A partieukt Mdrefs i9 thu9^ Pi^^ 

8ERM.4>^as of flourillMiig religion and piiWic pixv 
IX. fycsitj arcfliiaiy cbnncaed, ^d there is na 
^ hope of &feceft iti natidnd affitirs, if iniqcuty 
be uniyafilly i^Kitttidiflgs nor iii^!ed it it 
always to be defired upon that uidiappy fdp^ 
politkm^ becaofe i&en k tendeth to^eatef 
corroption and nanfery. It U the generd 
complaint bf good men, that ^godtinefe dt^ 
dineidi among ns^ and that impiety and ^riee 
tf e daily growing $ whence ariia difind i^ 
ptehenfions ojf dmes to come worfe than thd 
prefent) bodi ihMc wicked and cafamitousi 
But to whatporpbfe are compWiita^ H* we ari 
hot adive to remedy the evils complamcd of? 
And what do fears fighify* Uftlefs thciy ptrt fli 
upon ufing our ntmoft cndeavoftrt to prei^ent 
danger? NoW, for obtaimrtg Aefc cndi, we 
cannot perforni a better office than by con- 
tributing as far as in us lies, to^^ds fuming 
the tempers and manners of yomxg peopfo t6 
virtue 5 to fie tbent walking in the trtttB, as 
the apoftle John Ipeaketh, would be the jo^l^ 
of 4li good men in this generation, iitod yield 
them the moft delightful profpeft conc«ij}flg 
future times. 

Thefe confiderations juftify the applicatioii 
I have propofed to make of the text j but in* 
deed the words tliemfelves juftify it ; for 
when the Pfalmift explaineth who they 4fc 

whom 
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A particular Addrefs to Toung Terfors. 241 
whom he defigneth to reach the fear of the S e r m. 
Lord, and to whom he prefcribeth the more 1^* 
particular duties in which it confifteth, they 
are thus defcribed, ver. 12. they defire life^ 
and love many days^ that they may fee good j 
and to whom doth this fo properly belong as 
to them who are but coming into the worlds 
and according to the dfual courfe of things, 
are the moft likely to live long in it ? SoiFcr 
me then, ye children, who are met on this 
cccafion, to addrefs to you particularly the 
Plalmift^s inftrudions which I have r«id, 
and I fhall do it in the plaineft manner I 
am able. 

The great leflbn to be taught you 15, the 
fear of the Lord, a very important and com- 
prehenfive one ; but be not difcouraged, it is 
not extremely difficult. I hope none of you 
arc ftrangcrs to it altogether. From the earlieft 
exercife of your underftanding, this firft 
principle of all religion hath been inculcated 
upon you, that there is a God ; an infinitely 
powerful, wife, and good Being, the Qcator 
and Prefervcr of all things ; a being incom- 
prehenfible indeed in excellence and glory; 
but reafon, even in its firft eflays, naturally 
leadeth us to acknowledge his exifteiice. A 
child, efpecially whin afliftcd by a fuperior 
underftanding, will eafily fall into fuch en- 

VoL. IV. R quiries 
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ij^2 ji particular Addrefi to Toung Perfms. 
SsRM.quiries as thefe^ Whence came I^ and all 
IX» thing? in the world about me, of which ti:ere 
^ ^ 'is no vifible caufe ? Thefe beautiful heavens, 
and this earth, with an infinite variety of be-^ 
ings in it, a vaft multitude of living things, as 
well as other kinds, which are not produced 
by human art or power? And fuch enquiries 
will naturally refult in the belief of one fupreme 
univerfal caufe. By the bye, let me obiervc, 
that the traditional way of teaching religion i» 
the worft : If we would have any of mw- 
^nd believe reUgious principles, it fhould 
pot be merely upon human authority, pa- 
rental, or any other, but we ou^t to (hew 
them the grounds of their belief, otherwifc' 
they cannot a£ent as becometh intelligent 
creatures $ and fuch an aflent as they give wiB 
operate as other prgudicea do, prochicing onfy 
a tenadous obftinacy ^ in the preient caie» a 
Tehement blind zeal or b^ottry^ not real 
goodnefe. Now, if you rationally a&nt to 
the being of God^ to whom that amiable 
charaSer belongetb which Imth been men- 
tioned, the fear of him wHl naturally ari& ia 
your minds ; and for it you arc prepared by 
bei^g accuftomed from your very io&ncy to 
1^ reverence for parental author]^ > which » 
com^od of the fear of fapcrior powcr> 
and ao aSbaionate efle^mi with gratttude for 
I t^der 
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A pattidtiar Addrefs to ToUfig PerJoHsi f 4 j 

tender compaflionate care. As foon as ft Se it Mi 
child knoweth any thing, he knowcth that IX. 
his dependence is upon his parents for tirhat ^ 
he needeth) that he mufl obey their orders^ 
and ufe his uttnoft caution to avoid their 
anger« This parental is a low image of the 
fupreme divine authority, and the filial refpe^ 
may aflift you in forming an idea of the fear 
of God| which is nothing but an awful and 
afl^dlionate fenfe of the deity^ producii^ th^ 
higheft honour and efleem for his gloriotfs 
perfedions, an entire confidence in him, and 
defire to imitate him as far as yoQ can, a moft 
*iblicitous care to avoid his diipleafure^ with 
a difpoiltion to fiibmit to his will in all things^ 
and to obey his cbounandments. 

The fear of the Lord^ iH the feriptwci 
ftile fignifieth the whole of religious virtue^ 
as it is ipjoined by die divine authority^ be- 
ing a principle of the greateft influence td 
produce it univerfaliy* It is tfue the oUiga* 
tions of virtue may be otherwife ckduced 
from the te^(&>A of things, and from iht hu- 
man £rame and conflkiitiod ^ but as {^ty, in 
&e iiri<^ft fenfe, is an importuit and efleo- 
tial part of the law of our nature, fo it is 
the greateft fiK:uriiy of oer doty in evefy 
other part of it : Nothing can more efie^tfaliy 
engage us always to thkk^ OD^ «d 6^ pca^c^ 
R 2 tbo 
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244- A particular Addrefs to Toung Perfons. 
SERM.thc things which are true, pure, juft, lovely, 
IX. and of good report. This is ncceffary to 
give you a juft notion of the fear of God ; 
it is not to be confidered as an unaftive prin- 
ciple in the mind, or as only to be applied to 
the purpofes of devotion abftradting from all 
the affairs of ordinary life 3 but as of the 
greateft and moft immediate ufe in direding 
our whole behaviour : Every thing which is 
morally excellent is enforced by it, whatever 
is generous and honourable, as well as pru- 
dent; in a word, whatever our own hearts 
upon the ftrifteft examination applaud as 
amiable and becoming the dignity of our 
nature. There is nothing I fhould wifli for 
you more than that your religion may fit eafy 
upon your minds, that it may never appear 
the dull and heavy bufine& of fome folemn 
times, or a burdenfome tafk, which by hard 
' neceffity you are fdrced to fubmit to, that 
you may efcape punifhment ; but rather as 
the glory of your nature, and the joy of your 
hearty the nobleft and moft fublime, as well 
as delightful entertainment of your fouls $ as 
a relief a^unft the uneafinefs, the diigufts, 
and troubles of life, rather than to be num- 
^ bwed amongft them. Tie yoke of Cbriji is 
' eafy^ and bis burden is light 5 none of bis com-- 
' mandimas are grievous^ It is a, wretch^ 
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idea fome have got of] religion, even from S e r m« 
their, youth, whereby they are prejudiced •^^• 
againft it, that it is a moft ridged fevere in- 
ftitution, laying hard reftraints upon liberty, 
and forbidding all manner of plealiire : The 
confequence of which i$ either that they re- 
]e6t It altc^ether, or, being dragged into an 
tinwilling fubmiflion to itp rules, they per- 
vert them, running into fuperftition, which 
\i only an aukward external faqe of godlinefe, 
the true effeft of fervile fear, always painful 
to the- mind itfelf, and accompanied with 
foumefsjaod ill-nature. Whereas real religion 
hath quite a different afpedt, the moft lovely 
divine form that can prefent itfelf to th? 
mind; fo far from being unnatural, and there- 
fore burdcnfome to man, it is the very thing 
he was made for, the higheft improvement 
of hia intelledlual powers, perfedly approve- 
ing itfelf to his reafon ; and when deeply im- 
preiTed on the heart, forming its temper, and 
governing the converfation, it yield^th the 
higheft enjoyment he is capable of, 1 would 
therefore carneftly entreat you not to enter- 
tain this prejudice againft piety and virtu?, 
which fo far from abridging you of any real 
latisfa£tion or freedom^ which is innocent 
jmd becoming the dignity of your nature, 
it will prefcrve the true r?liib of all thof? eo- 
R 3 joyments^ 
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Perm jo3rment8, even which are fuited to the lower 
^^* part of your ccMiftitution, by corroding fickly 
appetites, and retrenching exorbitant gratifi* 
(Cations, which arc always attended with mord 
pain than pleafurc j bcfidcs, that it is naturally 
produftivc of joys, infinitely more {olid and 
lading as well as pure, of a fuperior kind, i 
fcannot now ftay to illuftrate this fuhjed, but 
Heave it to the iflbe of a fair en<juiry in your 
pwn minds, and I {hall think the point gained, 
|f you will but: examine impartially and d$^ 
Hgently, than which nothing can be more be* 
coming rational creatures who are fetting out 
In the world, and woifM wifely fettle the 
ineafures of their condu<^ for life. 

Another obfervation, with which I conclude 
^is head, is, that the proper and genuine efi- 
fe<a erf the fear of God, is the praftice erf every 
pioral virtue. When the Pfalmift, havbg 
undertaken to teach the fear of the Lord, 
Cometh to (hew particularly wherein It con^- 
fifteth, he doth not explain it, by offering fa- 
criiiceS) attending folemn aiiembUes, at new 
)3ioons, and other iet times, that is, performing 
duties of pofitivc inftitution, but by keeping 
the tongue from evil, doing good, leeking 
peace, which are moi^ duties of perpetual 
and invariable obligation. In the fiime man- 
n«r, St. ya;fjes defcribeth pure and undefiled 

religion 
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religion hciatc God the Father, ch. i. 27. Serm. 
^Tbat it is to vifit the fatherlefs and widows in IX. 
tbiirafii^an^ and keep bimfelf unjpotted from' 
the World. And indeed this is evidently the 
ftram of the whole fcripture, and moft ex- 
prtfily the dodtrine of oar Saviour and his 
apoftles. The pofitive appointments of God 
ought not to be left undone; but judgment, 
mercy, faith, or fidelity, arc to be done vx 
the firft place, as of fuperior dignity and prir 
mary obligation. Let no divine ordinance 
6ver come into diiputc with you, or be treated 
with contempt; I am afraid that will end 
in profanenefs and vice ; but let public wor- 
ftip, communicating at the Lord's fupper, 
private prayers, and reading the fcriptures, 
hold the place in your regard which is due to 
them ; confider tliem not as the eflcnce of 
chriftianity, but as means fubordinated to fo- 
briety, righteoufnefs, and godlinefs, or the 
love and fear of God, the weightieft matters 
of his Law, and the principal points which 
the grace which bringeth falvation hath ap- 
peared to teach us. This leadeth me to con* 
iider the more particular inftmdtions in thfe 
Tejit. What muft we do in purfuance of the 
fear of God which we profefi, and that we 
may attain the tme ends and rewards of 
religion, that we may fee good in the preient 
R 4 Uf?> 
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S F R M. life, and finally be crowned with at bl^d • 
IX. immortality? 

The firft diroftion is in vcr. 13, hep thy 
tongue from evil; cfteem it as an article of the 
utmoft confequence in ordering your conver-r 
lation, to govern your tpngue by the rules of 
\yifdom and virtue : This is not only an iiv 
ilruftion for children, but grcwn men. St. 
yames pronouncetji hijn a perfecS pi^n, who 
doth not offend in word 5 and bridling the 
tongue, he reckoneth fo eflential to religion, 
that without it a religious profeffion is vain, 
fh. i. 26. But it is very pi;opcr, that even 
from childhood, you (hould be brought under 
this difcipline, and how glorioles will it be, 
while you ^re yet in your youth, to arrive at 
-what the apoftle calleth the perfeftion of 
manhood ? The truth however is, there will 
be ftill room for making farther proficiency 
in this excellent art, which might very prOf 
perly be recommended to njen in all the ftages 
pf life 5 but I rpniember that th? young are 
piy particular charge at this tiqie, and for 
their neceflary adqioqirion I mu(l obferve, 
{that there is generally a prejqdice laid in si- 
gainft the duty we ar? now confidering, by 
fin error ip the very beginning of their edqr 
ication. J (do not think it is beneath the dig- 
pit^ Qf the place I am in, to cenfure even the 

^ult3 



Digi 



tized by Google 



,j1 particular MJreJs ta Tow^ Perftms.^ >849 
^auks of the nurfery, which have an unhs^py S er m. 
efFe<ft in after life* How ufualis it for thofe IX. 
who have the £irft care of in&nts, to encourage ] 
in them, or rather to teach theno, petulance 
or a kind opvfrolicklbme mifchievioufiiefe in 
fpeaking. The word words their in&nt lips. 
can frame themfelves to fpeak, they learn to- 
utter with a menacing air, merely for their, 
amufement, which, not feafonably reflrained^ 
groweth up to an habitual infolence and ill- 
nature ; and this unhappily cleaveth to foma 
men throu^ the whole courfe of their liv€s> 
becaufb they have not wifdom and refolution 
enough to amend it, forming a very diiagre^. 
able charader in fociety. The children, to 
whom I now addref^ my felf, have got out 
of the firft bad hands, ore capable by the pro- 
per ufe of their own reafon, and in compliancy 
with better inftrudion, to corredl the feults 
into which their own weaknefs and unlkilfM 
guides betrayed them : Pray then, judge for 
your felves, is not opprobrious language very 
uncomely ? Doth not backbiting the abfeot, 
and infulting them who ^re prefent, raiie an 
averfion in your minds when you hear it donf 
by others ? You are taught in your riper years^ 
and fince you began to form an idea of dpr 
cency in life, that it is contrary to good maor 
n^rsj and the mpft polite converi^tiop yon 
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SKRiit. art 'witndfts to, is jfarthcft from It But be* ' 
IX. fidto th», you cannot help corifidcnng it as 
^^'itttmorldftyflbr is it not very provoking 
i^hih ofed agaihft your felves? And furely 
y«u have fchfe enough to undefflfend, and to 
a^ove that etiemal rule of tighteodfne& • 
whatever yc would that men fhould do to you, 
do^y* even fo to them, and not otherwifc. 
i Iikteed, ail the kinds of .evil fpeaking are 
ftn63y prohibited in the firft general cl^ufe of 
fhit verfe, fach a$ opening your mouth againft 
the' heavemj bbQ)heming, taking Gody 
ftct^d narioe ii^ vain by profane and vzQx 
^e^ing, icoffing at religion, which are the 
atmoft extra^gances of impiety fome dban- 
ddhed finnefs have arrived to, but not to be 
met widi among people of the beft bteedihg, 
tod abhorred by all finccre chriftians. Thefe 
enormities I will not fuppofe you capable of, 
but as you cannot help knowing they are in 
flic world, it is fit you fhould confider,^ what 
lengths in wickednefs men win go, who have 
not the fear of God in fhcir heatts, and be 
ahvays aware of the dangers which may fol- 
low the beginnirigs of dccleiifion from piety, 
$8 immodcft fpeeches, which difcoVet the de- 
pravity of the heart, out of whidb they pro- 
cced, and tend to excite arid inflame vfcious 
alftdions and paffions in men, ought alfo 
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ic»arcfuUy to be avoided ; all gloTyii^ which is S js r m^ 
m^ good, vain boaiting and oflentation to IX. 
procure applaofe, which n^vergaifieth it's' 
end ; on the contrary, rendereth a man ocm- 
temptible, as a plain evidence bodi of W^- 
nei8 and pride ; ii^rious and reproachful lad-* 
guage againft your neighbours and fellow 
chriftians, either in the way of open accuiatioa 
or catamnious whifpering, are exceecfingly 
cflenfire and unworthy of a religious cha« 
rafter ; nor let us ever think xhzt even fudden 
and unpremeditated grievous words, which 
ftir up anger, are altogether innocent ; though 
they are fo incident to men of like i»ffions 
and infkmities, that fcarcely any even of the 
bcft is, thro' thfc courfe of his life, altogether 
free from them. 

The proper cure of all thcfe evils, and 
indeed no other will be eflfeftual, would he 
religious and virtuous ^SkOkfOi ruling in the 
heart, out of the abundance of which the . 
muth fpeaketb. What but the fear of God 
will reftrain men from icreverence towards 
him sn their expreificms } The virtues oofi»- 
prehendcd in ibbriety, humility, and chaftit)^ 
will prevent vam bc^fting, ofFenfive periudl, 
end obfcene language, what the apoftle caU. 
eth fooUJh talking and jejiing^ nvbicb are mt 
fomenient^ Efb. v. 4^ and the bcft prcferva- 
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Ser M. rive againft reproachful and injurious fpecches 
IX. of all kinds, will be humanity and good na* 
ture, cherifhcd by our utmoft attention and 
conftant care, efpecially, by the gofpel mo- 
tives heightened into the glorious virtue of 
chriftian charity, which is the end of the 
commandment, the greateft height of goodnefs 
we can arrive to in imitation of the divine be-, 
nevolence, and the moft perfcdl bond of reli-^ 
gious and happy fbdety. Charity fufferetb long 
and is kindy it envietb noty vauntetb not itfelf% 
iehavethnot unfeemly, rejoicetb not in iniquity^ 
but in the truths it is not eqfily provokedy it hopeth^ 
ielievetby and endureth all things. But it is 
to be obferved, that next to nature itfelf, or 
the fprings of adion originally planted in our 
minds, habits have the great^ power in di- 
rciding our coiirfe of adtion. How hardly are 
evil cuftoms unlearned ? How eafy and de- 
lightful do things become by being habitua^> 
which otherwife were indifierent or even dif- 
ficult, nay, dilagreeable. I have therefore 
on this occaiion mentioned the various kiads 
of evil fpeaking and the contrary, which are 
.as much under the influence of habits, at 
leaft m fome inftances, as any thing in the 
whole compafs of human aiJtiQij; I have 
mentioned them, I fay, fo pirticiilarly, thsit 
young people, who are the ttxoft flexibly, 

and 
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and the readieft to acquire habits, may idSerm. 
this cafe be careful to.contrad good ones, by IX. 
which a grave, fober, religious, pure, and^ 
charitable manner of fpeaking, will quickly 
.become familiar, and even natural to them ; 
and that they may induftrioufly avoid in the 
beginning of life, all profene and vicious 
forms of fpeech, which the mouths of fome 
are.fo accuftomed to, efpecially in the in- 
ftance of rafh fwearing, that they fall into 
them without any thought, or confidering 
that they do evil : Yet idle cuftoms do not 
alter the nature of things, the difference of 
moral good and evil remaineth unchangeable ; 
profanenefs »nd impurity do not become in- 
nocent by being often pradifed, and a con- 
trailed habitual inconfideration of their ma- 
lignity increafeth inftead of leffening it. 

But in the laft claufe of this verfe, the 
Pfalmift diffuadeth his children from one fort 
of evil fpeaking, keep thy lips from fpeaking 
guile^ which every man will acknowledge to 
be a juft rule, who is not^ loft to a fenfe of 
all that is worthy and honourable. It is not 
needful on this occaiiqn to enquire into the 
original obligation of moral trath or fincerity, 
whether it ftandeth upon the (ame foot, and 
be of equal authority with the firft of all 
virtues, fo that it is abfolutely, and univeriaUy 
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SBRM.in all cafes indifpenfible : But, I think, it 

JX. may be fafely alferted, that there is a ncce^ry 
detennination in the human mind to approve 
it, fb that whatever things are true, mufl: ap- 
pear lovely and praife- worthy. If by the in- 
fluence of wrong principles, and efpedally a 
long courfe of diflimulation which prevailing 
corrupt afiedtions have led them into, fome 
are reconciled to it, it may at leaft be con- 
doded, that your undebauched minds retain 
their averfion to guile, and that you heartily 
confent to the rule in the text* 1 have there- 
iott nothing more to defire than that you 
will conftandy and uniformly ad^ according 
to your own fentiments, and £hew in your 
vrhole ccmduft, that reverence for truth 
which your hearts inwardly dictate. You 
muft indeed be warned, that you are in dan- 
ger of being corrupted from your fimplicity ; 
you will meet with temptations to falihood 
in ipeaking» for many you cannot avoid 
converfing with, frequently pradife it, and 
evil communication corrupteth good maU'- 
ners. But as, in general, a great deal of 
attention is required to maintain your ins^ 
tegrity, confidering the deceitfulnefs of fin, 
and how much wickedneis aboundetb in die 
world, i(^ in partkular you ought induftri'* 
ouily to cultivate in your minds, an inviol** 
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blc regard to candour and honefty, wtujch w^ei^m^ 
among the laft moral good things the niind IX, 
parteth with, and when it gocth, every thing ^ 
that is virtuous aod laudaUe goeth wit^ it, 
To prevent fuch a (hipwrcck, keep always 
in view the deformity of that w^^etched 
abandoned charader, in which a fenfe of 
the beauty and excellence of truth is loft. 
I believe there are few pf you who .are not 
acquainted with fome of thoie defpic^blQ 
mortals, to whom> eveoiuyouth^ lying i$ 
become familiar, either from a malicious inr 
tention, or from a vain oftentation of knowr 
ing the fecret of all affairs, which are the fub^ 
jeA of converfation, or even a filly defire to 
ajnuie andfurprize company. Surely there 
are iK>ne of mankind more in contempt 
with you, and will you not then careifoUy 
preferve yourfelves from all approacH^^ t9 
iiich an odk>us charaAer, by ihidioufly kfcp^ 
i^g up an abhorrence of it, and peremi^o- 
tily refdvi|)g, that you wtU not &> mudb as 
once fuffcr your heart or your lips to be 
diflionoured with any kind of cfeccit or pFe«- 
varicatipn, ; 

Wc may obfcrve, ^bat generally the firft 
inlc^ tp this cvilJucbiklrenj is adei^eto 
lialliate^ or (;;pocq^ their i^Us from tbcir 
Xuperiors in order to avoid their difpleafure. 
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^ ^j^.To efca^ this temptation, a ftridl vigilance 
jX. over your whole behaviour, fo that it may 
'be univerfally unblameable, would be mofl 
ciFcftual J but if that fhould feem too difficult, 
let be a fixed principle with you that no 
fault or folly you can be guilty of through 
weaknefs or inadvertency, is equal to lying, 
fo ofFenfive to God, or to a reafonable hu- 
man governor. I would advifc all parents 
and inftrudlors of youth, to cherifh in them 
this principle, excrcifing their authority in 
fuch a manner, as to give all pofiible en- 
couragement to veracity ; let a great many 
childifh follies be paft over, with a flight 
cenfure, for the fake of truth ; and even 
when correftion is neceflary, let it be mi- 
tigated on the fame account, that the chil- 
dren may fee you diftinguifh lying fi-om all 
other faults by your refentment, and that 
you approve their daring to own any offence, 
Tather than be guilty of it : For if lying 
once become habitual, all fenfe of virtue and 
honefty is lofl, and the foundation of fuc- 
cefs in all the pains ybu can beflow on their 
education utterly deflroyed. But I am at 
prefent addrefling the young themfelves, 
whom I fuppofe grown up to fuch a piatu- 
rity of judgment and reflcdion as to be ca- 
pable 
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pable of diilinguifbing moral charbdc^ Sbrm*': 
oS looking into their own tempers, and fi3&- I^ 
ing the maxims by which they (hall goveto 
their whole behaviour. 'Arid I would be* > 
ifecch you above all things to remember; 
that you are afccountable to yourfelves,- 
and to regard the approbation of joXxt 
own minds preferably to that of pa-»' 
rents or any other in the World. The 
frowns of a fatha: or a friend are ndt to- 
lafting, nor can afFedl you fo deeply as fhe 
reproachesf of an accufing conicience; be-- 
fides, the former may be avoided by the arts 
of difhoncfty, but the more fuccefsfhl you? 
arc in impofing On the world, the more ob-' 
noxious ftill to the cenfure of your own 
fpirits, which are the candle of the Lotd^ 
fearchtng the innermoft parts^ Prov. xx. 27. 
Now there is not any thing can give a miore 
dangerous, indeed a mortal wotmd to yoitf 
integrity than fpeaking guile. I appeal to - 
yourfelves, can you review it otherwife than 
with fliame and confufion? But if you 
have been once overtaken in fuch a fault, 
do not turn away your eyes from the horrid 
fight, nor fuffer your attention to be divert- 
ed by any amufement ; force your guilty 
mind to entertain itfelf with a painful view 
of its own deformed offspring; give full 
Vol. IV. S ^ fcope 
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SERM.fcope to penitential grief^ and fet a mark 
IX. upon this as a dangerous rock to be for the 
^ future fhunned with the utmoft care ; and a 
conqueft over temptations of the fame kind 
you may afterwards meet with, will yield you 
a hj^ felf-applauding triumph^ an inward 
fatisfadion far above all the pleafures of this 
world. 

There is one thing which I doubt in 
many inftances arifeth to a violation of can-' 
dour» the-more worthy of our notice here, 
becaufe it is incident to people of condition, 
and is taught to youth with the manners of 
the age* I mean high profefiions of re- 
fpedt in the common forms of civility which 
I am afraid exceed the bounds of truth. It 
Is certain, that a truly friendly difpoiltion 
is one of the noblefl qualities any mind can 
be poiTefled of, and free expreifions of be- 
nevolence to all nunkind, if they be fincere, 
are the mofl becoming our focial nature- 
but the hypocritical pretence and lifelefs ex- 
ternal (hew, is as odious as the truth is love- 
ly. There are fome perfons of great figure 
in life, whofe higheft compliments, ^d 
even folemn promifes of friendship pafs for 
nothing with thofe who underftand them 
befl, and to others they prove an injurious 
fraud ; I hope there is more fincerity left 
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imong uSi and yet this kind of gtiHe fecm- Serm. 
*th to grow fefhionablc, recomn^cndfcd as ^^' 
a branch of polite converfation by the ex- 
ample of men in fupcrior rank. But let 
the children who would learn the fear of 
the Lord, confider the neccflity of being 
always approved to themfclvesj let them 
confider whether^ among people of the beft 
underftanding and greatcft worth, a manly 
plainnefs in converfation be not a mofe a- 
greeablie charafter than fuch over-ftrained 
c<iurtefy 5 and efpecially, if it be not better 
to bear fome imputation of awkwafdnefs, 
or even rufticity^ than by exceffive compli-* 
fahce to fuffer a breach in the ingenuity of 
their nature, which 'tis hard to know where 
it may ftop^ 

The next diredidn is general, and relates 
to your pradice J depart from evil and do 
good. I fhall enter little farther into the 
confideration of this, than to (hew the ne- 
ceflary connexion it hat-h with the other 
rules of the text^ and how applicable it is 
particularly to our prefent purpofe. The 
P£Jmift's profeffed defign is to teach the 
JfearofGod. Now, by the unanimous con* 
lent of the facred writers^ the true explica* 
lion of that abridgement of religion, is, 
iJoing his will, keeping his commandment^?, 

S 2 or 



Digi 



tized by Google 



^Ot Apartifular Mdrefs tQ Tmng Verjmu 

^BRM.or which is the lame thing, departing fronk 

IX* evil and domg good. Though the fefir <rf^ 

'the Lord may be co^ififiered as a princi^Q 

i^ted in tne hearty yet. to its fincerity^ that 

i»^ to its very being, it is abfolutely necef-^ 

iary that our courfe of adion fhould bet 

agreeable to it; which is fbpngly intipnated. 

by giving (uch a, continued courfe of good 

works the very name of t}ie principle itfelf ^ 

and a pretence of religion, when the fruitt 

of virtue do not appear in our lives, but the 

contrary, is as unteafonable, as to attributo 

to any vital or moral powers, the anions 

whioh they have no aptitude at all to pro^ 

duce J. as to fay^ for infbuice, that a man ia 

a frenzy difcpvered by extravagant words 

and actions hath the right ufe of his under** 

ftahding, or that violence and outrage are the 

effe^ of humanity and juftice. 

Again, haying tau^t the proper govern^ 
ment of the tongue, it was necefiary to add 
the due regulation of our whole {»:a<^icei 
for there muft be an agreeoaent between our 
words and adions. The mc^ inofienfivf 
manner of fpe^ing, and the greateft appear*- 
»nce of candour in converfing with men, is 
.the deeper and more wicked hypocrify if 
our works be contrary* It would feem that 
the evil from which it is hexe pvtici>iar]|r 
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ineant we fliould depart, is injury to oufSerm. 
fellow creatures ; and the good we are ex- I^« 
horted to, iignifieth thofe works which the ^ 
apofHe thus defcribeth. Tit, iii. 8. T'bat they 
ere good and profitable to men. Strid: juftice, 
religious abftinence from all encroachments 
on the rights of others, together with bene- 
ficence in relieving the indigent and diftref- 
fed, comforting the afflided, and, in gene« 
ral, communicating happinefs as far as it is 
in our power : Thefe are an excellent part of 
i good moral charader, fo necefTary a part, 
that there can be no real goodnefs without 
them, as the whole tenor of the Scripture 
declarations witneiTeth ; and indeed we haire 
a witnefs in ourfdves if we would attend to 
its voice, for we have affedions in our na- 
ture which prompt us to ails of righteouf- 
nefs and mercy, and confcience will conti- 
nually reproach us for omitting them. But 
as there is no time in life when the mind 
is fo eafily capable of being bended any 
way, and acquiring habits, as youth, it is 
«then the utmoft caution fhould be ufed to 
^fcape temptations to evil, of depart from 
it, and learn to do jgood habitually, which 
is the frill meaning of the exhortation in the 
text. Sokmotty therefore, in a juft concern 
for fons, yet under the paternal authority, 
S ^ well 
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§ERM. ^ell knowing that in fuch a ftatc of the 
^ world as is ordinarily to be cxpcftcd, they 
will meet with ftrong folicitations to wick- 
cdncfs, warneth them of their danger, and 
would have their minds fortified with firm 
refblutions ^gainft complying: Prov. j. io» 
• My fifty iffinners entice tbee confent thou not*, 
and having ftated a cafe, wherein injurious 
defigns are plaufibly recommended with an 
alluring reprefentation of fccrefy in the ma- 
nagement and fuccefs in the event, he 
would have peremptory, inviolable refoluti- 
on at firft oppofed to them^ and all occafion 
of treating with finners cut oflF, v. 15. M^ 
fin, walk not thou in the way with them, re^ 
frain thy feet from their path. This is to 
depart from evil 5 but do not content your 
felves with that ; let your hearts devife juft 
and liberal things, and your hands be fwift 
to do good, fo (hall you enjoy an unipter- 
rupted pleafure, and find it mprc ble^fed to 
give than to receive. 

The laft particular rule prefcribed here 
by the Pfalmift, is, to feek peace and pur- 
fue it. Peace is taken fometimes in a lar- 
ger, fomctimes in a more refh^ined fenfe : 
the moft obvious and evidently meant in 
this place, is the concord of men among 
fbcmfclves, when free from ftrife and con- 

fofion. 
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fuiion, and the danger of being confumedSERM* 
one of another ; on the contrary, their nau-!" IX. 
ttial afFedionate good offices contribute to 
the common fafety, and yield them united 
latisfadion. No one who refleftcth at all^ 
can help feeing how necef&ry this is to the 
bappincfs of mankind^ in their preient m^ 
digence. We could not live with any tol<>^ 
rabJe degree of comfort fcparatcly, much 
kfs in utter univerlal enmity. Bu( the gra-' 
^ious common parent of mankind hath pre« 
vented them with focial affeftions, whereby 
they are inclined to aiiifl: each other fpr thei 
advantage of alK Jt is therefore evident^ that 
to promote peace as far as it is in our power, 
jis, to obey the law of our nature, and to pur- 
fud the ends of our being ; the ends which 
gur gracious Creator intended in the fituation 
wherein he hath placed uSt And revealed 
religion urgeth this upon us as well as thp 
diftates of our own reafon. Our Saviour 
pronounceth the peace-makers bleiled j fo^ 
they are the children of God; they irnit^t^ 
)iis glorious benignity, and are intitled to hi^ 
approbation, and to his paternal care ; the 
principle from which they aft is the beft 
and pioft praifc-worthy, it is charity, the 
love of mankind, and a hearty zeal ifor the 
public gQod, Letme obfervc one thing for, 

S 4 the 
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S^R M. the iake of thde ta whom I am how apply*^ 
IX. ifig the P£iUnift's ii>ftrai3:ion$^ that whereaa 
^qpiafnek are often occaiicmed by £di€ noti^ 
008 of honmir, {onfy from pride ^ iaith Sido^ 
fnm^ cometb cotaentiQh) and fuch miftakes 
are moft incident to youth, it is on the con^ 
trary certain that condefcenfion, to procure 
and promote peace, . is truly honourable. 
Let any one coolly confider, whether it was 
not iioblC) and worthy of a great Bian, in 
j^rfiham^ to condefcend as he did, when a 
difierence happened between his fervants and 
Lef^ J the hiftory is well known as it is re- 
lated in Genefis xiii. and Solomon wifely 
obferveth, Prov. xix. 1 1. ^^at ibe difcretim 
of a man deferreth his anger y and it is bis 
glory to pafs ever a tranfgreffion. 

I fhould think it very proper to ky be* 
fore you fome confiderations enforcing the 
rules which I have explained, and applied 
tx> the young. But not having time to in-' 
lift on that head largely, I will content my-i 
felf with recommending to your ferious 
thoughts that argument infinuated in the 1 2th 
verfe J What man is he that defireth life^ and 
hveth many days^ that he may fee good? inti-* 
.mating, that the fureft way to prolong life, 
and enjoy it with the greateft advantage, is 
to pradlice the duties injoined. ' It -will ba 
. granted 
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granted on all hands, that the Arguments Ser Mi' 
firom a future ftate are on the fide of pkty IX. 
and virtue 3 this worlds tbatis, all the hap^^ 
pinefs it afibrdeth, finnera claim for them* 
felve^ } but it is not to be yielded to them^ 
For experience provetb, vrhsxSolomoii teach* 
eth u$> that long life^ health and profpieri^ 
ty, eafe and credit, are rather the portion 
of wifdom. It might be ihewn particularly^ 
that the duties which have been novir re* 
commended to you, piely, innocence, mo^ 
defty and candour in ipeakiag, juflice and 
beneficence in the courfe of your a£tion$| 
with a peaceable difpofition and behaviour^ 
that thefe, I %> have a natural tendency 
to the^eafyand comfortable enjoyment oi 
life : But this I (hall leave to your own re* 
fleftions j judge for yourfelves, the youngeft 
of you who are capable of judging at all^ 
but judge impartially, who hath the hapr 
piefi: condition in life, and the moft amiable 
charafler, the profane and regardleis of reliT 
gion, the man who is haughty and infblent 
in his carriage to others, who fpareth no 
one's reputation, but treats every man with 
approbrious language, if he dare$ to do it 
in his prefence, and defameth him in hi$ 
nbfehce, who ufeth guile and circujopivenr 
tion in his words, any arts of fraud, or ^Q^ 

of 
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Sbrm. of violence to cdmpa(3 his low and felfifh 
K. ends, who is rigorous in exading all he 
hath any pretence to demand^ who never 
ftoppeth at throwing the world about him 
into confiifion, but rather appeareth to take 
pleafure in difhirbing the peace of ncigh- 
bdurs and focieties, whether, I fay, this be 
ft more defirable condition, if it rendereth 
life more eafy and happy, and be a more 
fair and praifc-worthy charafter; or, on 
the contrary, undifTembled piety without 
fuperftition, an inoffenfive temper and be- 
haviour towards all men, a juft, honeft, 
mild, uhprovoking difpofition^i and man- 
ner of converfing in the world, with candor 
and fimplicity, not a rigid infiftirig on every 
the leaft pundilio of right, but rather de- 
parting from them for the good of mankind, 
for the relieif of the diftrefled, and for pro^ 
moting pea^e. 

I conclude with this general advice, that 
you will think for yourfelves in taking the 
meafures of your moral conduft, and let it 
be the fubjeft of your moft ferious, delibe* 
rate, and attentive refledtion. Confider whe- 
ther there doth not appear to your minds 
ireally fuch a thing as good and ill, right 
and wrong, in human characters and adi- 
pnsj a juft and c^ual affcdlion produdng 
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virtuous, and the contrary^ produciAg vici-Serm. 
ous .practices ; and whether you ought pot !%• 
to govern your lives by a regard to this dif- 
ference preferably to all other confiderati- 
pns ? Upon ipat\ire inquiry, arp you deteri- 
mined to chufe the right and efehew the 
wrong ? It is^ in this choice that the effence 
t)f virtue confiftcth ; if you conftantly and 
inviolably cleave to it, you are fafc j other- 
wife I'm ^raid all inftrudion is loft upon 
you. Bring, then^ every cafe that i$ under 
your deliberation, or prefented to your 
mind, to this fhort and eafy iffue, without 
pmbarraffing yourfelves ^ith m^ny perplex- 
ing circumftances ^ fince I mufl and will 
chufe the good, and rejed the evil, how 
doth the prefent point appear in that view ? 
(however it naay appear in other refpefts, 
and whatever others may think of it) is it 
fit and becoming me as a reafonable creature 
and a chriftian ? Then I will do it, otherwifc 
I refufe it. Above all things, accuftom 
yourfelves in youth to fuch a manner of be- 
haviour. Thus virtuous habits will become 
natural to you, attcn4ed with a growing 
pleafure ; apd b€ing born of God ^ and having 
the divine feed remfiining in you^ you mil not 
commit Jin. 

S E R- 

Digitized by VwjOOQ IC 



t «M ] 

' SERMON X. 

How Divine Worship is to be 
acceptably performed. 

- '''' ■ - ■ ' » 

ECCLES. V. from verfe i, to S. 

TCeep thy foot when thou goefi to the houfe af 
God, and be more ready to heav^ than to 
give the facrifice of fools : for they con^ 
fder not that they do evil. Be not rajb 
'with thy mouthy and let not thine heart he 
bafty to utter any thing before God : for 
God is in heaven^ and thou upon earth : 
therefore let thy words be few. For a 

[ dream Cometh through the multitude of bu^ 
fnefs^ and a fo^oVs voice is known by the 
multitude of words. When thou vowefi a 
vow unto Gody defer not to pay it : for 
be bath no plea jure in fools % pay that 
which thou haft vowed. Better it is that 
thou Jhouldeft not * ww, than that thoji 

^ Jhouldeft vowy and not pay. Suffer not thy 
mutb to caufe thy fiejh tojin^ neither fay 
thou before the angels^ that it was an er^ 

. r^r: wherefore jBould God be angry at 
4 tby 
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' tJky voiccy and dejlroy the <tMrk of Ame 
hands? For in the mukitudi ^ dreamt • 
and many nvordsy there art al/o^ divers 
vanities : but fear thw God. 

THE principal dodtrinc of this boc^SERli; 
which Solomon the preacher/ as he 18 ^^ 
called/ fi^eth out with^ and endeavouredi 
largely to prove and to illuftrate» is, that 
all things under the fun are vanity and vexa^ 
tion ofjpirit. The prefent ftatc of thii^ 
was not made for perpetuity, but is always 
liable to changes ; and with relation to man^ 
his chief good deftined for him by his wifil 
and bountiful Creator, and fuited to the 
conftitution of his nature,^ is not in ^is 
worklf there is no condition in life which 
can make him completely happy, can ia- 
tisfy his large defires, or afcertam to him 
a lafting, uninterrupted enjoyment: On 
die contrary, a calm and ferious atCei^on 
will convince us, that our greateft prosperity 
is fubje(^ to unhappy reverfes, that the heft- 
kid human proje&s and fchemes are often 
difappointed, and in that which promifeth 
the greateft pleafure we frequently meet 
with vexatiom 

Religion, one would think, fhould be ex- 
empted from this impu^tion of vanity, and 
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SERM.foitis. For Solomon^ as the irfult of all 
X. his rcafoning, and the proper application of 
^all he hath faid, calleth upon us to hear 
this conclufioa of the whole matter. Fear 
Cody and keep his commandments^ for that 
" ii the dll of many hisf airhole duty, and hid 
whole intereft, all that God rcquireth of 
him, and all that he needeth to makp him 
liapjiyj efpecially whciv the fcene (hall be 
changed, and a new ftate erf" things intro- 
duced by the judgment of God, for every, 
work Jhali be brought into judgment before 
him, and every fecret things whether it bt 
good or bad. But at the fame time there is 
a kind of religion, or what is fb called, and 
which pafleth under that venerable name^ 
whkh doth not anfwer this end, apd in*" 
ftead of being a preservative from vanity^ 
or a fuppoft and confblation to the mind 
againft it, may itflblf juftly be numbered 
jimongft the vanities oi the world. This 
is the religion my text refers to ; the author 
defcfibeth it very plainly, warning us againft 
it, and (bewing^ its dangerous tendenc]r. 
The fubjeft certainly deferveth our moft 
pareful attention. Religion is confcfledly of 
the greateft importance; men lay great 
ftrcfs, and found ail their expectation from 
Cod upon it; but if it b» of the kind meant 

ia 
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III the text, which is really vanity^ if HSskm^ 
doth not entitle men to God's ai^obation, X. 
hut expofe them to his difpleaiure, and^ 
hringeth deilruAion upon the work of their 
hands, which is fiilly intimated in the 6th 
verfe, how unhappy is the diiappointment ^ 
I therefore think it may be very ufcful and in^ 
ftru£tive to you^ to ky open the defedte and ill 
confequences of fuch a ihew and prctende 
qF piety, that fo you may avoid them. 
Arid, firft of all, let it be obfcrved, that 
Solomon fpeaketh here of a kind pf iieUgtoa 
which corifilleth wholly in ads of devo- 
tion, which is perfeAed in them, without 
taking in the pradice of other virtues, bjut 
rather, it would feem, may be feparated 
firom them. He mentioneth going to the 
houfe of God, fpeaking nuny words to 
him, offering facrifices, making vows, the. 
common forms and modes of worfhipj 
not a word of judgment, mercy, fobriety, 
honefty, and £iithfulnefs, nor of true in- 
ward piety; rather, indeed, that is fet 
againft the formal, fo called, religious fer- 
vice, 'which he here defcribeth \ for in the 
7th verfe, as a prefervative from the fore- 
mentioned deceitful fhew of godlinefs, and 
the unhappy efFefts of its infincerity, we 
|iave this dire^ion,. but fear tbou^God, It 
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$«RM. moS be a bad fcMt of rel^ion againft which^ 
IL tbe fisar of God is a remedy, wbettas it is 
^the great prindple of true religion. But it 
is worthy of our ob&rvatira, that the fear of 
God, h ofcen ei^oined in fmpture, and re-^ 
preieatBd as the iiim of religion, is sever 
QiKe, I beliere, paiticularly, and by way of 
diftindbn applied to the duties of divine 
wnihk) } it always comprehendeth univer- 
£d r^hteouiheft or obedience t& the whole 
AOfal kw, wHdi includeth juftice, mercy, 
and temperance, a9 well as pieQr. towards^ 
QoA, So SohmM lumfelf, in the cotidufion 
df this book before^ referred to, ^leaketh dP 
iieeping God's ccnnmandments, as having a 
fieoei&ry connexion widi^ and being the ge- 
iHiine cflfea of the ftar of him; and When 
the Pfalmift: undertaketh to teach the fear 
<tf the Lord, Pfaltm xxxi. 1 1. how doth he 
eKpkio himfelf, and what are his particular 
inflarudions? He doth not once mention go- 
ing to die houfe of God, offering fecrifice, 
and prayers, and making vow5; though thefe 
tlnngs were not to be left undone; but \xbs 
fytosl dircifHons are, keep thy .tongue from 
ivH, and thy lips from f peaking guik ; depart 
from evil and do good^ feek peace and purfue 
if. But how many are there who place the 
the whole of their religbn ifl an e3?aA con- 

" formity 
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forniity to the modes of inftituted worfhip, Serm. 
negledtiiig altogether the reft of their be- 
haviour, and abandoning theinfelves to a^ 
1?v^icked courfe of life J Thrs was the way of 
the hypocritical Jews^ even before SoJdmon*s 
time. The prophet Samuel, i Book Jcv. 22i 
when Saul had, in vidation of God's cxpfdfs 
commandment fpared'thc jSmdlekites cattle, 
under the pretence of referving them for fa- 
crifice, feverely reptoveth him, and leaveth 
this folemn inftrudtlVe declaration, as a vvarn* 
ing to the worfhippers of God at all ^mes, 
bath the Lord as great delight in burnt^offer-' 
ings and facrijices as in obeying the voice of 
the Lord? Behold to obey is bet t& than facri^ 
fice^ and to hearken than the fat of rami; for 
rebellion is as the Jin of witchcraft, andjlub-^ 
bornnefs ts as iniquity and idolatry. The 
iPfalmift inlifteth largely on the fame fubjedl 
in the j;oth Pfahti proving by the pfaineft 
and moft convincing arguments, that facri- 
fices which were of divine appointment, and 
by parity of rfeafon, other external a(^s of 
worfliip could not pleafe the Deity, and that 
we cannot feafonimy hope for his approba* 
tion, without thankfgivirigf, ^nd other <Ju-. 
ties of moral and perjjctual obligatiqn,: toge- 
ther with the effeduai amendment of our 
lives* In the writings of the following' pro- 
Vol. IV. T phets. 
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SfcRM* phcts there arMxiany declarations to this pur* 
X. pofe, fhewing that the high peculiar privi- 
' leges of the Jewijh nation, and the appoint- 
ed folemnides of their religious fervice, iq 
which the hypocrites lunong them vainly 
trufted, would never recoaimend them to 
the divine acceptance, if they did not love 
mercy, and do juftly ; nor icreen them from 
the puniAiment due to their tran%reflions : 
While their hands were fuU of bloody and 
other crimes, God would have no regard to 
their new moons and iabbaths ; and inilead 
of being pleafed with their going to his houfe, 
their moft folemn meetings would be an 
abomination to him. The fame difpofition 
continued among the Jews down to our Sa* 
viour's time, and hefetteth it in ajuftlight, 
repreienting its pdious nature and unhappy 
confequences for a perpetual warning to his 
foUo\Yers, that they niight not £ill into the 
fame error; which yet many of them have 
done, placing all their religion in ads of de- 
votion and forms of vvorihip of the fame . 
nature and iignificanQy with dioie referred to 
in the text, while they negled the weightier ' 
matters of the moral unalterable law. It 
ought always to be remembo-ed, that exter- 
nal rites which God hath appointed, are 
hot oflr principal duty, but in their own na- 
ture 



Digi 



tized by Google 



utobe atVeptabty perfoi^med. iys 

tare> and according to hisdefig^ only meant Sekm. 
to promote righteotifbeisi true holinefs, and X* 
<?barity, in which the divint Image conjSftethi 
and the eflence of godlintfi. And for that 
reafon^ far from thinking our religion com-^ 
pleted in the performance of foch <mtward 
a£ts^ we ought to. ufe the utmoft care and 
circumfpeftion in performing them fo^ that 
they may anfwer their end ; and this leadeth 
' me to a more particular con£deradon of the 
fiults attending the religious fervice here re- 
pefopted) on account whereof it is charged 
with divers vaniues; 

.TTiie fccond obfcrvation, therefore is^ that 
one principal failure in religious perfocnaances^ 
which introduceth many more^ is temerity 
and precipitance. This runneth through the 
whole defcripdoni Sokmrn^ you fee» be** 
ginneth yrith &tk graVe advice^ keep thy foot 
nvbeu thougnfi to the houje of God, look well 
to the difjpQiitions of your mind> and your 
whole behaviour^ when you enterin to an affiir 
of fuch folemnity and importance, as the fer- 
vice of Qod 3 as a oian en^tged in buiineis 
of the greateft moment, or in the prefence 
^f his fi^pQiiors^ would ju^ , the utmoft cau- 
.tion that he may not make a falfe ftep, which 
cannot be eafily retrieved: He watneth us 
T a too 
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BzwtA* too agiinft the facri^vf-fooli^ 4hat i&, ttlP- 
X. dioughtful men, who^confider noPHhat tliey 
do evil- 'Again, ie not rajh wifb thy mouth 
nor let thy heart be bafty' to utter ^any ihtrtg 
before God. Aad the diredlon is parricakr- 
fy applild ta the making of vows, which by 
liie author's manner of treating it, 1 think, 
feferreth Dot to the main and e^ntial duties 
of a good life, but things, in their nature 
more indifiefem, and to which men were 
not under antecedent indifpenfabite obliga^ 
tioi^a; though they might' voluntarily lay 
themfelves under, at fcaft, a tectiporary re- 
ftraint of their liberty,, and become bound 
by proaiife to alienate fome part of their pro- 
perty: And fuch engagements, aa they are 
countenanced by polkive laws, then in* force,, 
fo if wifely fomied, arid ftridly executed, 
they might -fervc good piirpofea, Biit the 
great crfor 'Was, entering hito tbeii raffily,, 
in a fit of warm. iiK^n&ierate ^^1, witfeoul 
duly we^hing the grooinds upon which they 
"weire made, the al)lti;tie» and ctrcomflattces of 
the makes, and thedifficoltieawhieh wouM 
' ^eiid the petCormance. And the eobfe*-* 
quence was, that frequently they were re- 
pented of and retraced, not witibbut the 
imputation of repfjc^chfolv^caknefe,, andBkcr- 
wifirprefiinenefe.— •' • \ — ;- .* 

^ - From 
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- f'rooi adl which it i& evident, that mature Sjerm, 
dcUteratiqn is ncceilary iu religious cxercifcs; X; " 
and w^n they ar? 4jndcrtaken without it^ a ' 
fel^l errof^ is.co 
J?c<klqfed bpth i 
profitable to our 
ch^adter- "pf a 
upon exainuiatio] 
ofaiQB,:.fo when 
not employed in 
an4: inQgnificai]^^ 
be<obtaInfd, and 
the, mind'. Th 
life; are fcrved 1 
«nds of the ratio 
iwered by the 
things, whatacci 

give 'himfelf of his own condu^a^ who bear- 
^th a .pvt in the exterior forms of wrorfhip 
Without ponlideration ? He goeth to the houfe 
of God v7ithout any fore-thought about what 
is to be done in it ; he adeth a formal part 
there, without prefence of mind, or any 
calm attention, .and when the empty fhew 
is over, it is no more the fubje(3: of any fu- 
rious refli^(3:ion* - It is not thus -we behav^ 
ourfelvps in the affairs which we reckon of 
importance in lifbi we employ all the fkill 
we are mafters o( in* forming our defigns; 
" - ^ ^* -- • they 
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BERM.dicy are often in bur thoughts before the 
X. execution, and in the execution itfelf, our 
'moft vigorous attention is engaged. But the 
true caufe of the difference, is, that in the 
pne cafe our inclinations are ftrong, in the 
other iSlkf ai« very weak, overborne by 
violent contrary propenfities. The great 
ibrings of a«£tion in the human nature are 
tne a^dions^ they fet the thinking and 
the adive powers at work, difercndy, ac* 
cording to the degree of their fh^ngth and 
prevalence. Bat the affe^ons originally 
planted in the mind, are not the only 
^rings of adion, nor do they operate nece&-* 
rily; from different occafions in lifcy and 
. various wa3rs of thinking, and by cuftqm and 
habit, defires are contracted, which have a 
powerful influence on our 90ndu(3^ By a 
cuflomary indulgence ol'thefe, ^d the lower 
appetites of nature^ they get the afeendant in 
the mind, and all its powers are under theif 
(iiredion, which becometh the prevailing 
temper, and the higher aflfeftions arc fo 
weakened, that there is no reUfh for the 
pbjcfts of thetn. Still, however, we arc 
confcious of a<aing voluntarily, and the higher, 
the virtuous and religious aflfedions, enerva- 
ted as they are, yet being fo*d«ply wrought 
W'9 9^ conftitution^ that they catnhot be 

altogc- 
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altogether extirpated^ they make demands of S b rm« 
refpeSr, and even extort ibme Jctnd of com*- X. 
pliance^ though witlx3iit that attention »)d' 
that jdeafiirc, which wcxild accompany the 
exerciie and the gradfica^on of them in a 
natural and unperverted ftate of the mind : 
Hence arifeth hypo(iridcal dtvotion/^a fpirit< 
lefs form of godlkieis, while the power of it 
is denied; men in. a lifelefi manmr nmke. 
iblemn pro&ffions of hc^nage to God, when 
they have no iblicimde, nor take any thoi^ht 
about the fincerity eg acceptance c^ ^Kirier-- 
vice; and the reafon is becaufe their tafte is. 
fo viu;ue4s <uid their judgments darkeped^^ 
through th^ pre^tealeoce of ieiifual and 
worldfy mclinations, that divine things are 
iri£ipi4 ^o them ; and they are fcarcely fo)fi- 
1^ of vxy reality in them ; For \k» humaor 
mind is not capable of fiich indi£i:rence and 
inattention, where there is an affectionate, 
fenfe of «?cceIkAce in the obyeds of its 
dioughts, and their importance to itfelf. It 
appeapetl} then, that , inconfideration, and 
unthoughtfulnefi about matters of religion, 
efpecially when we are employed in ^<S$ of ; 
immediate worship, asd £b have the proper 
obje(93 of attention folemnly |»«fmted to us, : ' 
that, I iay^ it is not a pttiabk and^cuiaUe, 
weakne^ bqt hig%. criminal, at it is a 
J 4 neglea 
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3 IS n M. negied of the proper and mt&. becoming 
^ exerdfe of our thinldiig powers, fm ^hicb^ 
^ our hearts muft- ()on(kmji^ os ; it ppDoeedetH 
from a ()eep rooted depravity^ from. a dif^ 
i^eAion to God andgoodqefs^ aodthepre^ 
V2^ifoe of the xrarpal mind, whidi /s enmtj 
figidn^him^ 3ut there is a great difFerence 
in the degKees of diis evil $ • unhappy* is the 
ftate of that :mind, in which it altcgedier 
prevadidii, aqd habttqally ; whdb devotions^ 
is Ai^ 9rc called^ are nothing but acon--^ 
tiniied^'emptj pageantry; a tedioue circulation 
of thodgfatfl^s-indtaftdefs formsdities;,' Even 
geed menf, thbqgh ftf from that al)andoned 
Iiypdci% thave beeft mentloniDg, are thro'' 
through their infirmity caught 4n ^bfitnce 
fbinetimes, or a thoughde& levity of mind, 
dtt^ ihb porform&ndb of worfhip'}' but it 
16 gener^ly otherwise; and as th0{r i^ilures 
of this kind are the ikM]c6i of their regret, 
they always watch agimft themr tod- endea* 
vour habitiially more and more to have theiF' 
hcartst fixed, and be-of prefent fpirits ity the 
fervice of God« My br^^ea, let us Sways' 
regardit) asamiMerof greiat iti^rtfttice, to 
acquit .on^felvts-^w^^itif the po^ve and m^ 
ilram$nt44^c$ q£ piMy, becaufeof theex-^ 
^ellem^^mli^diey fervc;, and the greats advan- 
tage td^ Otorfelwsi: <tf Mfhieh they p6 rooft 
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nfb&l means; and particularly^^asi ScdommSEKM^ 
adhriifeth, I« us'bc always ready txj hear,- to X. 
reoei'^ inflradioBS, and to have good ienti*^ 
ments revived in our minde, as the only nai 
nmi md rational way of exciting in os good 
pSioQMnSy^nA oi^ increafing in: ^1 virtue ; 
jtnd let (19 be dways upon our guard, that 
(iMine worfliip doth not grow into contempt 
ipvithus, and that we be not, thiAugh a cufto- 
roary and carele& manner of lending it, haiv 
idencdinto^fi irreverence for God, andth^roi 
by iota aidiiincfiaat^on to fc^wiiinr.as dbar. 
children, to imitate his amial^ moral pcr&cH '. 
tions, which is the efience of reiigion. ;«- . - 
^rdly^ Another &ult to be carefully a^itoi^* 
cd in worfhip, and pardcularij^ in prayer, U 
a. laborious mdtsplicity of words, $nd v^u^ 
mopetidons^ . as if: the' acceptance of our lef^ 
ijrioe depended oo the labour o£*thfc e^oeridrf 
aftion, more than the iincerity of the^ ^ 
^^ons. S9bnm wameth the wor/hippef 
mt to be rajhyoitb bis fnwtb^ mr baJlyiH 
uttning words iefire God^ but rather that his? 
words flbcvtt bejenxk He iaiih, a fools voice 
iskziejffrn by the n{^ultitude of words (as much 
iiij devotioo as ip any othiBr ^aiB^ir) and iti' 
lim^tbir^ are' differs "vanities. A greater than - 
S\ihm$ff;^ diir ftwdbur himfelf givcththe fame' 
ififtrti^ticxv to his cHfciples, When he Machedi 
4.-* them 
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Se R M, them to prty, Mat. vi. y. after wiwuing them 
X. againft the bypoaitiqil oftentition of the' 
' {:^rirees» wIk> cliofe to &y their pretended 
private puyca;§ in ihe ftreejK, and pkccs of 
puhUck orocourfe, that they might be icen 
and applauded t)y men ; he addeth, when ye. 
frajy ufenot vain repefiticmy as the beaH^en, 
dOf for they think that they Jhall be beard for 
their much peaking. This laft expreflion 
0}eweth us, the true caufe of that fuperfti- 
tipfi which was ufed by heatfaen% but very 
unbecoming the fervants of the true God, 
namely, a multitude of words with agitations 
of the. body, as figns of the vehement fer-^ 
vor and perturbation of the mind, of whidi 
there is a remarkable inilance in that iambus 
conteil between EMjab and the {nrophets of 
BaaU concerniog the true God ; the manner 
of tl^ idolaters upon that occaiion, was fre^ 
quently repeating this excUination, O Baal^ 
hear us^ with extmvagant geftures and cere- 
mmies. Our Saviour, I fay, iheweth the 
true cauf^ of that fuperftidon, whidi is, that 
they think to be heard for their much ^ieak^ 
ing, and other. octemal tokens of impc^rtu- 
oity. Now, Qpon what prii^iple is this 
fpunded ? It can be no othet than that 
the fuppo&4;cleity, the obje^ of rdigioqt 
ii}vocat|«D, is either iffnoe^t <^ the vf^m 

^ of 
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^ his yi^offhipperSy and needcth to bein*S£RM. 
formed by- their much fpeaking» or that X. 
he is unattemive and iadc^nt, and that his ^ 
compaifioBs muft be rooved^ or his atten* 
tion engaged by a damoFous importanity, as 
the indigent and diftrefled, 1^ prefenting 
their petitions to men, intend to lay before 
them afiliding drcumftanceSp otherwiie un« 
known, or by working on the tendertiefs o£ 
their nature; induce them to do fuch &vours as 
could not otherwife be expefted. But thefe 
are notions we ought not to entertain con- 
cerning the fupremc Being, to whom every 
circumftancc in our conditio* i§ thoroughly, 
known, and whofe goodnefs is not a fudden 
emotion of pity, but a fteady uniform bene- 
volence, direde4 in its exercife by the moft- 
perfed WilHom, 

What need is there, then, of n>uch fpeak^ 
ing to Almighty God ? The moll acceptable 
addreflcs to him, bmnifcient, perfectly righ- 
tpou5, good, and hdy, are the offerings of 
pure reafonablc and pious defires j words arc 
only ncccflary, as in publick worihip, for the 
inftruftiqp and edification of m?n 5 in pri- 
vate prayers^ they are no farther ufeful, than 
as they ma^ have a tendency to fix the at« 
tention of pur minds j they are only appei^^ 
dages or circunsiUnces ol the prayer^ not 

^^ - "its 
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&£RM, Its ei&tice, whigh confifteth in devout a^ec-^ 

X, tions^ iblcranly addreffed to God. One ar^ 

^^^ttiKSohmon iKgeth in the text^ mistaken 

frepi thctranicend$nt-ex3cellQi«:e<and'^ory <A 

th$ divine IVd^jej^y^ cqnpared with our.xne^n 

and^ frail cond^ott ' Gpd is in i^foven, andtim 

ifppn e4rtb^ f bereft e let thy nmrd^bt few. It 

is thus that the; icripture fitquendy expreff- 

flth the fupremacy of G6d, and the dignity 

Qf his nature 5: he is in heaveti^ not as if his 

prefence were confined to. that bigj^r fitua. 

tion, for he- is every where ; but to give us 

an idea of his fuperior perf^diOne and abfo- 

lute dommioni And when we fet s^ainfl: 

this^ what may be juftly in C€fa>parifon called; 

the baienefs of oar oWn f^te, ^7x ourfmnda^ 

froh is in the dufty, and we^weli- in Jooufes •0^, 

clay\ the true inference is, that our worflup, 

{hould* be performed with,th&deepeft huijfii-' 

lity, and that we fhould maintainllje A^oft. 

awful rcfpaa for him in our . minds, whfch 

naturally exprefleth itfelf ratlier by a. few weK 

chofen words, than by^vaia babling? and.lou<i. 

clamorous repetitions J for let any pn^gudj^?^ 

whether reverppce appeareth .^ more ^ in ^ a, 

modeft and awi^V filence, ,or a noify pjo/uV 

fion of words, ,.,.•. 

-It were to be. wiflied that the forms of de-' 

vptjori ule.d ariiong chrifti^Ksvlwcfc more ^ttl 

5 from 
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from this feult dian they arc. That prayer Seri^c 
which our Saviour hath left U6 as a pattern, 3C 
and a direflory. in performing this duty, Is^ 
moft worthy to* be freqijently ufed, and to bd 
imitated in our own compofores as nearly ai 
wo- can. Tho words are few, but very figni-i 
ficant, the femiments concerning the deity it 
containeth, are perfedtiyjuft and rational; 
tending to infpirc the mipd with the higheft 
efteeoci and love, with a firm confidence in his 
paternal goodnefs and tender care of us; and 
from thefc principles to excite difpc^tions, to 
fincere and conftant obedience and fubmiilion, 
as well as to fill us with a refoliition of Arid 
vigilance againft temptations, and att ap« 
proaches of evil } to excite in us likewiie, the 
the moft alfe(£tionate mutt^ fympathy axxd 
fervent charity, which the Ittw of our nature 
ftrongly bindetii ua to, which it ia the glory 
dfchriftianity to enforce by-the moft powerful 
motives, and the greateft glory of men ta 
pradtife. The petitions are tlie moft becomiiig; 
and at the £tme time <:omprehenfiv# of all, 
that a weH difpbfed heart would defitc 3 there 
is no idle infiptd repetition of unmeaning 
Ibunds, but the moft proper and re^fonabk 
addreH&s of men to almighty God, ex- 
prefied in a very concife, but yet very in- 
telligible manner; How unlike it «re many 

of 
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8 £ R M. of our homan coinpofiiions ? Though I hope^ 
X. ttied by many chriftians with fincerely good 
'affedUons, and therefore acceptably, yet the 
forms themfelves carry too vlfible marks of 
imperfection 3 fome parts of them more agree- 
able to the divided opinion^ of particular feds^ 
tbm the faith which was once deliv^itd to the 
^nts in the holy fi^riptures^ and eKpreflive 
rather of a narrow party-fpirlt than caihoHck 
chriftian charity; ibme very defedive in giving 
men a juft idea of the chriflian obligations, 
nay, tending to nuflead them in a matter of 
fo great importance, as the fouxKlation of their 
hopes towards God, by fubilitmiog other 
thbgs in thf room of fincere obedience^ and 
placing too great efficacy and merit, in ex* 
temal ads; many are oUcure, fcarcely inteU 
ligible, and the generality too tedious and 
perplex'd ; and die greateft part of thefe forms 
tran%refi the diftdions of JSokmm in thetesrt^ 
and the rule of our Saviouribsfore referred to, 
which is agreeable to them ; for how often 
do wermeet with the lame thing, either in 
diffi^^nt <^ the fame words ? The name of 
God and the £an/.occurreth in almoft every 
fentence; and fuch (hort pedtiont as bow 
mercy en us, and bear w, fo frequendy, 
that it can fcarcely efcape the cenfure of a vain 
repetiticw, at Icaft it doth not tend to prefervc 
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St fuitaUe reverence for God in the minds of Sbrm, 
the worfliippers, which above all things (hould X. 
be aimed at by thofe who would teach them '"""^'^'^^ 
to pray. \t ought to be acknowleged the duty 
of prayer is alfo too often performed, without 
authorifed forms, in a manner not proper and 
edifying. Men ufe expreflions too crude 
and indigefled, are rajh with their mouths in 
uttering words before God-, and fometimcs 
by too much laboured and quaint ways of 
fpeaking, and a great copioufnefs and fluency 
of words, the minds offuchas join in pray- 
er are too much diverted from that which 
is the principal intention of that iacred fervice. 
We ought, therefiwe, in all fuch performances 
to aim at the greateft perfpicuity, to avoid 
all perplexed and intricate ways of fpeak- 
ing, and a tedious repetition of things^ ei- 
lher in the fame or different words 5 and to 
ufe the plained and moft comprehenfive ex-- 
preffions 5 always preferying in ourfelves, and 
endeavouring to communicate to others, jufl 
ientiments concerning God, and the duty 
we owe him; that thereby good dilpofitions 
may be excited and flrengtheiied which is 
the mdn end of prayer. 

I fhaflt conclude this head with confider- 

ing a little an elegant and inflrudivc fimili- 

iude, which Solomon ufeth to illufh-ate the pre^ 

fent fulged. He comj)areth rafh and un- 

t thoughf- 
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Sis RM. thoughtful prayers, confifting of many wof^ 
X. and little meaning, to dreaijis which comd 
^""^'^^"^ from a multitude of bufinefs, in the 3d verfe, 
and, again, he referreth to it in the 7th verfe, 
\ in the multitude of dreams^ and many words ^ 

\ there are divers vanities. There is no appear- 

ance in our nature, however inexplicable in 
its caufe, more frequently the fubjeift of ob- 
fervation than dreaming j and the fa£t is alfo 
very well known, which the wife man ob- 
ferveth here, concerning it, that it' cometh 
through .the multitude of bufinefs 5 that 
which employeth our waking thoughts and 
care^ is very often the fubjed of our re^ 
verieXin fleep. This, as well asothef things 
in ourfelves which we are confcious of, plain- 
ly fliev^eth us, that there is a power of the 
mind, called the imagination, intirely diffe- 
rent from the underftanding, often very aftive, 
and varioufly affecfling us with pleafore and 
pain^ while the other is not exercifed jit all j 
.which wiireafily appear to anyone, who 
reflefleth on the fcenes formed by the fancy^ 
prticularly in fleep ; for he cannot, but fee 
there was no ufe of judgment in them, up 

cpnfideration of truth, and the diiFetencci oi 

* 
things, whicb is the proper office of judg- 

ment. The ideas which were originally j^c-t 

fented to the mind by external obJe<^, do 

not immediately perifh when the objcdlsare 

^ wiA- 
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Withdrawn ; they leave impreffions by which S e r m 
they are afterwards revived, fotaetinies with- X» 
out our defign, or we carl tufri ourfelvti to 
the review of them at pleafore. Thcfe are 
to the intellectual faculty the materials of 
knowlcfdge; by examining and domparing 
them together, it difeerneth their agreement 
and difagreement, or forms propofitions tip , 
on which it judgeth, that they are true or 
falfe. They are alfo the materials which the 
fancy worketh upon ; it can form no fimplfc 
ideas, but diverfify, varioufly compound, and 
aflbciate, the notions which we have reccSved, 
As every part of our conftitution manifefteth 
the wifdom and goodnefs of its author; this fa- 
culty in particular afFordeth elegant entertain* 
ment to the mind, and heightencth the enjoy- 
ment of life. But it is under the diroftion and 
controtil of a higher power j and great caution 
is required that we be not tnifled by it, as too d^ 
ten we are, when it forms agreeable fcenes, 
whereby we are diverted firom ufing our under- 
landings in a proper manner : We rdft m 
them through inattention, without examin- 
ing, taking our meafures by, and founding 
our expeSations upon them. Now, there is 
in this refpeft a refemblance between dreams 
and the prayers which Solomon here fpeaketh 
of ^ they are both of them the labour of the 
Vol. IV. U ima- 
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3erm. unajpnationj and as fomc men are extremely' 
X. plea&d with roviiigs of their fancy in flcep^ 
^ nay^ weakly take them for pre&ges (^ good > 
&) in rel^ious exerciies, a lively and wana 
£incy pouring out a torrent of words is mis- 
taken for fervent devotion, not without 
imagining that a fupericH* influence contribute 
ctb to it ; but the charaders of finc^e accept- 
able devotion are, and by theie we may know 
it, that it is always attended with the freeft, 
moft cakn, and re^Iaf exercife of the un>^ 
derilanding, with jaft fentiments concerning 
the perfections of God, and a deep reverence 
for them, wi^i an afioftionate fenie of moral 
pbligajtions, and a true difpofition to fulfil 
them univerfally, or to perform our whole 
duty to God and man^ 

I fhall not now enter on the remaining 
part of the text, which relateth ta vows^ be- 
caufe I had latefy another pccafion of con^ 
fidering that fubjed; only> let it flill be re- 
membered^ that we ought to form religiout ^ 
purpofes with mature deliberation. The 
great errors, againfb which the preacher here 
warneth the worfhippers of God, arerafh- 
nefs and unfteadinefs, and the latter natufalTy 
followeth the other i for when in a fudden fit 
of warm and inconfiderate zeal, haAy refo- 
, lutions are miade, upon a cooler refledtion on 

the 
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ihe inconveniences which attend them> they Sei^m* 
are repented of and not executed, whereby %. 
as imprudence atnd levity of mind b dUcover-^ 
ed» io the tendency is to an habitual trifling 
in^ and irreyetence for &cred things. There- 
fore in things which are of an arbitrary nature 
(I do not fpeak of the eflfential duties of piety 
and virtue, to which we are under an antece- 
dent indifpenfable oUigation, though our re- 
peated purpofes of performing them ought to 
be madjs deliberately \ but as to thofe mattes 
which arc m<M« properly under our power) 
we ibould avoid precipitancy \ and the thing 
being in itfelf lawful, what we have pro-* 
mifed ihpuld be done without deky,^ for tlie 
rcaions^ already infinuated, and becaufe fuch 
foolifli inftability is difpleafing to God. 
W.berefore^ faith Solomon in the texti Jhould 
God^ be angry at tiy voice, and dejlroy the 
nvorkof thine bands. 

Havinginflfled fo much on the faults which, 
diroVthe fpUy, inattention, and depravity of 
men, attend the performance of pofitive in- 
ftrumental duties of religion, whereby they 
are rendered meffe6tual to their proper ends, 
and xinacceptable to God ) it is neceflary to add 
one caution, and with it I (halt conclude; 
namely, that thefe duties do not come into 
difufe and contempt with us. This is an 
U 2 * extreme 
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Sehm. extreme which fome have fallen into, and 
X. perh^ nd^er nattfe than now. Bat how 
^ unreafonatrie k k^ Becaufe kifthuted ttVi^v^ 
ous f<^viccis have been groflly abdibcly dotb 
it therefore foUqw that thejr are akogethet 
infignificant? Becaufe they are not in them* 
felves/and by the c^-iginal deiign of the in^ 
ftitutor, of equal knpbhance with judgment, 
faith, mercy, and the love of God, but ful> 
ordinated to them as means, therefbt'e they 
am of no importance at all? Or, becaufe 
they have been turned into fuperflkion, and 
perverted fo as to make void the mbral com- 
mandments of God, and defeat irirtuc and 
goodnefa among men,' by being fubftituted in. 
the plice of them, and relied on in oppofi- 
t^ to' them, as founding a claim to the fa^ 
vour of God, therefore the proper ufe ojf 
them for promoting virtue and go6dne6 is to 
be laid aiide ? Surely God hath an una!ien« 
able right to our obedience ; and iince his 
inftitutions are mercifuHy intended for our 
advantage, and we ourfelves may fee the ap- 
titude of them for that purpofe, we ought to 
attend them dutifully and diligently from an 
afFcdionate regard to the authority by which 
they are enjoiped^ only taking care that wc 
do it in a prc^r manner, with undcrflanding,. 
and an upright intention to ifer ve Ae true 

- - ends 
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ends and purpofes of them ; for as experience Serm* 
fhewetb, that the ilqperftitious abufe of exter- X. 
nal &ry^ in religion is infinitely hurtful, fo 
on the other hand, it is matter of moft fen- 
iible obiervation, that through the i^led and 
xiiieftcem of them^ txue piety declineth^ 
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SERMO N XL 

The Evil and Folly of Covei 

T O U S N E S S. 



JLukc XII. 15. 

And he faid unto tbem^ take heed and beware 
of covetmfnefs, for a man's Ufi confiftetb noi 
in the abundance of the thinp wkicff be pof- 
feffetb. 

Serm. ^^ Ovetoufnefs dcnotcth tWQ different 
XI. V>< tempers of th^ miqd j the firft is aq 
' undue defire of that which is another per- 
son's property, contrary to juftic^, which 1% 
an univerfal law to mankind^^ and to that 
feparate and peculiar right, to the enjoy- 
ment of life belonging to every individual 
which neceflarily taketh place in our prefent 
cx)nditk)n. This fin ^a expreffly prohibited 
in the tenth'conunandment, and feemeth tQ 
be added asf a fecurity to fonje other prer 
cepts of the law, and a barrier againft the 
violation of them. Our ftate in the world 
being fucb^ that the ends of it could not be 

ebtaine^ 
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obtained by a community of goods, andSERM* 
therefore requiring a diftindion erf* property, XI. 
the divine wifdom hath eftabli(hed it as a 
perpetual rule for the common fafety and 
for preferving publick order and peace, that 
no man ihould invade the juft pofleflion of 
another by open violence, or endeavour to 
deprive him of it by fecrct fraud ; which 
defign alfo is purfued, and ought to be pur- 
eed, by human political conftitutions. But 
the authority of God goeth farther than that 
of men; he not only forbiddeth outward a<fts 
of violence and deceit, which they forbid 
likewife, he Jayeth alfo a reftraint on the 
appetites of the mind, and under the penalty 
of grievous inward remorfe, and of his fu- 
ture difpleafure, forbideth entering into any 
fccret devices and purpofes of heart which 
may have a tendency to injure our neigh- 
bour. The fecond fignification of the word 
covetoufnefs is, an immoderate defire of 
worldly poffeffions in whatever way they 
are to be acquired, even fuppofiog it (hould 
be without injuiftice of any kind. This is 
certainly the fource of the other evil : when 
riches become the idol of the heart, efteenj^ 
ed and defired far above what the real va* 
ke and the proper ufe of them will juftify, 
die next ftep is to wiih for a deliv€ra»ce from 
Va Ac 
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&CR M. the lefUaintsi of ilri£t honefty, and then the 
XL mind inventing plauflble pretence, whem- ■■ 
^ fcy to dcqeiye itfclf, is brought by degrees 
t<> form d«i]gns of acquiring its beloved ob- 
jeH even by the vic^atjort of right 5 at leaft 
mei). by* indulging thcn^fclves in a very eager 
defire of richer, |ay fnarcs for their own 
fouls^ and are .brought under vehem^ent 
temptatioi^. to tra^grds the bounds of 
juftfcej; ib that upon the whole, thd only 
fvire prefqryative of innocence, I mean with 
refpefit to the rights of our neighbours, is 
to be moderate in our love of the world, 
and contented with fucli things as we have. 

It is *in this lafl and moil compreheniive 
fenfe I underftand our Saviour's exhortation 
in the tex^ to fake heed and beware ofcovet-^ 
oufnefs^ becaufe the argument he ufeth pro- 
perly relateth.lo it in its full extent s for 
that the Jtjf'e of man doth not confift in the 
abundance of bis poffeffion$^ is a very good; 
reafon why we fhould not inwdinately de- 
fire and purfde fuch poi^fHons whatever the 
method of acquiring them be, even though 
altogether ix^t from the imputation of un*. 
r^teoufnefs. I cannot help wishing, that 
chriftians, ift confidering the difcourfes of 
our Saviour, wotddnot only regard his au- 
thority a3 binding their confi:iences, b^t de- 
liberately 
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lii>efately.eoter into tbe.reafon of his iii-Serm; 
£b:?i<3ions, which I am . perfwaded would XI, 
thsn lake h.9i hold of their hearts^ as being 
agreeable to the uncoirupt^d di£bateS| and 
the beft iepdments of the human mind, and 
they would b^ convinced he is perfedUy wife 
and good in the rules he hath pr^fcribedj^ 
as well as tfaie /upreme JU>rd; whom we 
ought to b^r »n4 obey in all things. My 
defign in this difcourie is> 

Firfl^ to fexplain the argument before us,' 
and to juftify it, that is, to fhew the 
meaning of the affertion, that a maris 
life doth not confift in the abundance of 
his pojfejjtons^ and to fhew that it is- 
ftrickiy true. 

Secondly J to apply it to the purpofe of the 
text, namely as a difliiafivc from covet* 
.pufnefs. 

Firfiy to ^xplam the argument before tis,; 
and to juftify it : Every one knoweth what 
the life of man is, fo far as is nece&ry ta 
my preient purpofe, that is, to (hew that 
it doth not confift in the abundance o£ 
worldly poiTefiioiis, We ^are «ach of us f<^ 
ourfelves confcionsof a vkal intdledual beN» 
ing, compounded of a coi|x»r€al fyffemy 
whkh we call our own body, bjr the means 

of 
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9£iLM. of which we have the prcceptions of cxtcr- 
XI. nai objcds, and its members arc moved by 
^ the fole deteraiination of our wills ; com- 
pounded I fey, of this corporeal fyftem and 
a thinking adive principle which animatetb 
it. Fy thefe different parts of the cop^pofition, 
Hfe domprehendeth a gr^jt variety of inte- 
irefls and affairs, which we confider as ours, 
and they are of importance to us ; inward 
perceptions^ the earercife of underftanding, 
mcmoiy, will, and affedlions, with a cpn- 
fcioufnefs of them all ; at the fame time the 
proper difpofition of the bodily organs, each 
holding its own place and performing its 
fun^ion in the fpaiphine ; ^nd by ihk exte<f 
rior part life is related to and dependeth up- 
on the ambient air, materials for nourKh* 
ment, and other external things which are 
obvious to all. Life is to be confidered as 
the fundamental capacity of all animal ope- 
rations, and of dl rational a&ioos in ihe 
prefect ftate, together with the important 
confequences which follow them: by it 
we are attached to the earth, and engaged 
in its various c<»Gern$, in families, nations^ 
and other commumties formed for the pur- 
po&s qf the preient ftate, and in thepurfuit 
of the various ioterefts belonging to them ; 
and upon i^as a nece0ary preparation and 

introduAioa 
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introduaion dependeth our condition of cx-^Serm*^ 
iftence hereafter. Life alfo is the eflential XL 
foundation of enjpyment ip the whole com-f'^ 
pafs of it, and all its various kinds. On 
the contrary, the dead knoit not any thing j 
their hatred^ and love^ and envy, are pe-^ 
rijhedy neither kfave they a portion in any 
thing that is done under the fun \ there is no 
labour y no wifdomj nor device ^ in the grave ^ 
to all the purpofes either of good or evil 
in this world, or of preparation for ano- 
ther, the opportunity is loft when life end- 
eth, and is never to be recovered^ What 
I have faid on this head is I think fuffici* 
cnt to the prefcnt purpofe, that is, to give 
us fuch a notion of life as . m^y enable us 
to judg^ whether it confifteth in, or if the 
ends of it have any rieceflkry dependance' 
on, the abundance of his riches which are 
the things here meant .that a man poflef- 
feth. And that it doth not, I fliaU next 
endeavour to fhew/ , i : ^ 

Firft, that the' jpeing. and prefcrvation of 
life doth not confift innc^: bath any depen- 
dence on thefe things, cycyy qjb^^x^ be fcn- 
fiUe. No roac^ imaginetti.^hat riches con- 
tributed to his exiftcnce, or that they arc 
cffential to the human conftitution j not one 
power of qattire is either the mow or the 

f lefs 
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6«1M» loft perfed for our having or Wanting themj 
XI As Jok wi&Iy olrfervcth concerning hioafelf 
^wben he was flripped oi all worldly poflcA 
fioftSy tba$ be ca^e naked into the worlds and 
fimidgi^ naked out ^fit ; riches and poverty 
might make an accidental alteration in hl$ 
ftate while here,^ but had nothing to do ei-* 
tber with the commencement or the end of 
life; the into-ior Acuities of thinking, rea* 
fixibgy and willing, and the exercife of 
tb4$m> together with all the noble afFe6tion« 
cf the miad» and the enjc^n^nts they af* 
lord; allthefe are independent on oar out*» 
Ward pofleiEona ; aiid fo isthe animal life it^ 
ftlf ; fw it equally fubfifteth in the poor and 
in' the rich; the latter by all his care and 
and folicitude^ however fmK:ei(sful he may 
Ise in earthly acquifitions, can no more than 
the other add oae cubit to htsftature, or 
one hour to hi$ age» The truth is, this 
part of our nature dependeth much more 
up(Mi thofe things which are not the tn-» 
gro&^d property c^a few, but the common 
gifts of providrace to all mankind, and all 
living things,- as the fun, the air, earth, and 
water ; I &y, k dependeth much more lip^ 
4>n thefe than apon thofe things, the afoun^ 
^ance of: which diftinguiflieth the external 
canditio» of fome mien hem others. If x| 

be 
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be alkdged that abundant poffeflbns fccmS«itM,' 
td give fome advantage i(X the prefervation of ^^ 
life^ in as much as they afford a larger com- 
mand of the neccfl&ry means of health, iuxd 
fafety from hurtful incidents, than a contrac- 
ted fortune doth. I anfwer, that this tumeth 
to very little account when we bring it to the 
left of fftft, and experience. How few arc 
there of mankind whofe lives are lengthen- 
ed out by their riches, or any advantage 
arifing ' from them ? perhaps, they are the 
oecafion of fhortening the days of as many, 
and upon a juft computation it will appear 
that men of lower flations are as long lived' 
as the great; the continuance arid diflblad* 
on of life depending upon higher caufcs,' 
and being under the dire^ion of providemrej, 
without any connexion with the circmn^r 
ftanccs of our wordly ffcate. 

2dly^ As the being and the prefervation 
/ <^ a man's life do not confift in nor depend 
On the abundance of the things that hepof- 
(bflfeth, fo neither do the high^ and belt 
* ends of it It is certainly a qveftion of die- 
greateft importance, what are the true «nds 
of life ? abottt which mien feerfi to be pretty 
Well agreed in fpeculation, but areunhap^ 
pily divided in praftice, ifwe may judge by 
their purfoits which are are as various asr 

their 
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^RM.^lieirdfFedtions. One is wholly devoted td; 
XL i^niuaLgratiiicati(Xis^ another, indeed^ mak^ 
^eth the heaping up wealth the main bufineik 
ef life; and fome are entirely governed by 
leftlefs ambition and a luft of powers iliU 
bowever this is a point upon which we rnvSk^ 
allow, ourfelves to reafen, for to be blindly 
led by the. mere impulfe of the inclination- 
which happeneth to be uppermoft without 
examining it^ is a condu(5t in which we a(u 
never be juftified to our own mjndsi norppn- 
iequently enjoy a lading and^^lid fatisfadbni^ 
becaufe rea^nand confciencei if :t^ey have, 
no other (hare in our councils^ will at leaft 
give us a^ntinual uneaiinefs in following, 
the courfe whkh they dp not approve. . But 
may it not be taken for granted^ fincdnona, 
of us will pretend to dilute It^ and to prove 
it would be too large an undertaking foff 
my- prefent defigni that ti^ prindpal cha- 
raSers of the human life being, that it is ra^. 
tional and morale the proper ends of it ard 
fiich a& the^ charaders dire<A i to improve 
the, fuperior powers of nature, and c^rf«y; 
^m to their jpft meafure of perfe^Uoo, (o 
fnkrge the underftanding, ana ufe.re^On 
aright, bringing the appetite; in fubjedtion to 
it, to cultivate the benevolent and devout 
gfieftions^ and thus by prefer ving an inwar4 

harmony 
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harmony to fulfil the law of our creatt^DiSERM; 
and approve ^rfelves to God? To all this ^I^ 
every one muft fee rkh^s arp altogether i^^ 
reign^ and can in no wife contribute. N^ 
man is dber wifer for the abuodance of ihis 
|)oifefiionS|, nor doth he increafe m virtue^ 
whatever contrary t&& they may hav9> at 
lead he the ocrafion of^ as (ad experience 
iheweth they are^ in many inftances. Buty 

^rdfyy The enjoyment of life doth not 
confift in riches ; and as. this is the only end 
which they have any pretence or appearance 
of ahfwering, if upon a fair enquiry, it (hall 
• be found that they come fliort of it/ then it 
mud: own^d they are what our Saviour calleth 
them, deceitful I and his aflertion in the text is 
true, that life doth not in any fenfe coiy 
lift in them, which therefore is a ftrong ar^ 
^ument to the purpofe he applieth it to, 
*namely, againft covetoufnefs. Let it be ac- 
knowledged, that happinefs is. reafonably this 
aim of all living ; it is a defire deeply planted 
in our nature of which we cannot poffibly 
diveft ourfelves; the value of life, and 4f 
^every thing in it, is to be eftimated accord- 
ing to the meafure of happinefs it yieldetl^, 
and qiay be juftly faid to confift in that which 
.affordeth the higheft and the trueft enjo;if- 

metit^ 
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S ER i^« me&t Here is the real motive of the covet-^ 
Xl • CDS s that which atttadeth their afieftions to^ 
aikl engageth thetn in the eager purfuit of 
riches, is, that they promile thetiiifelves great 
and lafting iadsfa(fti6n in the po^fOon of 
tbem# Perhaps they do not atow it even t6 
their own minds^ -from a fecret<:onfcioufiief$9 
that it will not abide a fair trial, the uncer^ 
tainty of riches, and their infofficiency to 
preferve an uninterrupted inwardxontentment 
being fo very apparent upon tKe leaft reflec- 
tion ; but, undoubtedly, this is the prevail- 
ing prefumption in their hearts 5 and the 
only principle upon which an iilfatiaj)le defire , 
of riches muft reft, if it refteth on any at 
ftU, is this, that in proportion as they increaie^ 
they tend to render life eafy and happy/ But 
whether this be a deliberate perfuafion in the 
minds of men, or only a ftrong unexamined 
prejudice, which hath the iame force and 
cfiedt, I will enquire into the grounds of it, 
and endeavour to fhew that it is 6lfe, which 
will, I think, be a proper illuftration of the 
prqfent fubjefl:: Fpr lurely men wHl be de- 
termined in their choice and their purfuits in 
life, by the opinion they have of enjoyment 
or happineis; that will ftilj be thought the 
moft eflential, which giveth the greateft pro- 
ved of it I and therefore, if, befides what 
4 , hath 
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hath been already fa^d, it can be proved Serm. 
that abundance of worldly pofleffions will XI. 
not anfwer that end, there is no pretence of ^ 
reafon, by which the covetous can juftify 
themfelves in the immoderate profecution of 
them, t : 

It is neccflary ta obferve here, what every 
man mufl be convinced of upon the leafl: re- 
fledtion, that riches are not the inunediate 
objc(9: .of any original defire in the human 
nator^^ . Jf we examine our whole conftita- 
tion, with all the primary afFedions which 
belong to it, we (hall find that this hath no 
place' among them. There are appetites 
which bike their rife firom the body, and cen« 
ter whdly . in it^ fiich:as hunger and third ; 
tlnre are beauties difccrned in various fenfi* 
ble forms^ whether riatural or contrived by 
art, which move our inclinations and give 
us pleafure; there are alfo afFe&ions in the 
mind of a higher fort to bein^ of our own 
ipecies^ and other iienfitive and intelligent na* 
tures, and to moral qualities; none at all 
which terminate upon wealth, that is, upon 
poflcfllng a largi fhate of the productions of 
the earthy and the ccmveniencies of life, or 
the ready means of purchafing them as a 
peculiar property, and by way of diftinc^ 
tion from', others. One fuppofition will 
. . Vol. IV. X make 
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S£RM,make this very evident, and it is far from. 

XI. being abford : Suppofe a ftate of things^ 
wherein a community of goods woufd not 
be inconvenient, fuch plenty of all things 
'Without fcbour as fliould be much more than 
fufHcient for all mankind, fo that no -Want^ 
c0uld 6Ver be'imagittcd/ niid ^ere ihouldbe 
no occafioti' of trea£inng up for the time to 
ComCi V^hich was in faft the ctoditbn of the 
firft human pair ; I believe the grdateft mifcr 
Will acknowledge, that iti iu6h acafe, hu- 
liian life would be as b^py as^ riofctts/could 
make it) unlefi he (hould think, it neceiSary 
to hi5 . happinefs, to fee others of rhis i>wn 
kind in a {ka\e which he^mou. think unhappy, 
which IS an unnatural malevolence, not ne« 
c^iTarily ingredient in- -flic tfaam£ter> wen 
otf a covsetcfts man. The ]^n cgaifeqiiente 
is, that riches are^nbt cflentially and /origi- 
tially neceflary to the happine& of £le,' but 
by mdfe a€ddent, and becaufe there liappen-t 
efh to be foch a multitmfe loftmtn upon: the 
earth, a^ ttquireth the encouragement of cin^ 
duftry-fer fupporting thtnpk' - •':')^ 'ijii 
* And^^it is certain that the Ibw'of^rkhes 
is b6conie i very powerful liift-in the btmiao 
nature, at leaft in foniemihds, -And'theyar* 
thought of great importance to the comfort^ 
^ble enjoyment of life. Whenoc^Hdoth this 
'-- ■ -arife? 
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atife? Evidently from bbfervation ^d elc-SERM. 
perience. When wc grow up in the*know- XL 
ledge of the world, perceiving a great diver-. ^^*''^'''*'^ 
lity in the conditions of men, fomcby hard 
labour, and with much difficulty, earning the 
neceflaries of life, or in a ftate of fcrvilc de- 
pendaiice on their fupferiors ; others living in 
an el^nt manner, with badges of diftindlion 
about them, and plenty of all things, where- 
by the fenfes and theYancy are gratified, and 
an ability of relieving and obliging multitudes 
by kind offices; the fplendor and external 
advantages of this latter ftate, ftrike our mindi 
very ftrongly, and we eafily run into the com^ 
mon prevailing opiniori, that if it is not efien- 
tial, it maketh at leatl a very great addition 
to the happinefs of life. But when wfe 
examine it more clofely, We (hall fee, that 
fuch profperity, whatever glaring appear- 
ance it maketh, is not happinefs j nor cah 
certainly communicate it. Suppbfe a hian in 
the greateft pomp, adorned with all the 
marks of grandeur and wealth, in any im- 
mediate diftrefs or danger, Under a fentence 
of condemnation, an incurable diftemper of 
body, or intolerable anguifli of mind pro- 
ceeding from other caufes, wduld all his large 
pofleffions afford him any relief or confola- 
tion ? No furely. How then doth happincfe 
X 2 confift 
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SsKH* conB& in them, or depend on them, iinae 
XI. they can minifter no comfort at all in the 
^ greatefl exigence ? It is plain that the total 
airooont of their ufefolnefs to the purpofes of 
enjoyment is only this, that when other 
circumftances concur to render a man capable, 
they afford ^the larger means of it in various 
kinds ; firft. Of fenfual gratifications ; adly^ 
The pleafures of the fancy or imagination ; 
gdly, Of doing good to his fellow creatures, 
either his own near relations or others, as his 
difpofidon inclineth him. This is, I think, 
ilating the cafe fairly, and allowing all to 
riches which can be demanded for them. 

Let us now coniider each of thefe particu- 
lars, that we may fee of what importance 
they are to bappinefs, fb far, I mean, as they 
are fupplied, and the opportunities of them 
enlarged by riches. And, firft, the pleafures 
of fenfe are of the very lowefl kind, which a 
man confidering as common with us to the 
brutal fpecies cannot but think far from the 
chief bappinefs of a reafonable nature, and 
that the advantage of furnifhing us with great 
plenty and variety of them is not extremely 
to be valued or gloried in. Befides, there 
. are certain bounds fixed by nature itfelf to the 
appetites, beyond which vro cannot pafs in 
the gratification of them without deffaroying 

en- 
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enjoyment and turning it into uneafineis s aSERM^ 
imall portion fiuisfieth them, and what great ^I* 
advantage is it to a man to have modi more ^■"^"^^'"'^ 
than he can ale, or fuch variety as only 
ierveth to provoke ficklyannatoral cravings, 
Kke thirft in a fever, which when indulged 
impair health and create naufeoufnefs and 
difeafe ? I believe it may be traly afErmed, 
that thofe who by honeft and healthful in- 
duftry, earn what is neceflary to the fupport 
^ nature, having thereby a fufficiency of 
coarfer fare with a keen appetite, that thefc, 
I lay, enjoy the pleafurcs of fenfe to greater 
perfc^ion than the rich, who live in the 
moft fumptuous ftate, abufing their riches to 
the purpofes of luxury, who by a conftant 
fuperfluity prevent a true appetite, and by a 
ftudied elegance provoke a falfe one. If it be 
^, we muft conclude, that riches are not very 
Cbnducive to this kind of enjoyment, though 
they have a greater a{^arance of fecuring it 
than any other, fiAce, on the contrary, thejf 
rather ten4 to impair health, and to Icffea 
inftead of encrealing pl^afiiie : Not to fpeak 
of the mind, of wh^h Rethinks it becometl^ 
a man to have ibme confideratiop^ and which 
fufFereth in its temper and its trueft fruitions^ 
becoming humourfomeand peeviih, or fti^pid-* 
ly dull and ibttilh by pampering the body- 
X 3 Secmdljy 
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S E R M» Secon3fyj Anotber fort of pleafures arc thole 
XI. of the imagination, arifing^from the beauties 
^ of natwe-or art> of which we have an internal 
fcnfe, yeilding delight, as we have the fen* 
lations of colours, founds, and taftes, from 
external material objefis,. by our bodily organs 
which convey them. . Thefe, it is certain af- 
ford great entortainmcnt to the human life, 
though in various degrees, according to the 
different meafure of cxquifitcnefs or pcrfcdion 
in the fenfe it felf, which is improved in 
fome beyond others by inftruftion, obfer- 
vation, and experience ; and according to the 
knowledge men have of the objeds. People 
of all ftations have fome beauties of this kind 
which pleafe them-; and the bountiful Author 
of nature feemeth to have formed this part of 
it, his liberal providence at the fame time af- 
fording fuitable olycdb, on purpofe to render 
our condition in this world the more eafy and 
ajreeable : But fome of mankind enjoy much 
more of fbch pleafurc than others; the fenfe 
jt felf is more refined, they have a higher ^ 
reli{h, and a greater variety ; and here feemeth 
to lie one principal advantage of riches : Men 
in an eafy opulent condition, as they are free 
from the neceflary labcMir which employeth 
the- poorer fort^-sind'ttfey apply themfelves to 
the ftady of what is gfaielil to the ima^- 
' ;•• '^"^ • ; 1 nation, 
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n^on, fo their wealth giveth them a large Serm.^ 
command pf the eoteratining objefl:s. Of XL 
t|iis.we have a rcfmarkableinftancein Solomon^ 
the grpatcft king of I/rael, who thus defcribeth 
the grandeur of his ftate appearing in buildings, 
gardening, aiquedufts, mufick, equipage, or 
whatever a great genius could devife, or im-? 
menfe riches farnifli him with, to render the 
enjoyment of life elegant and magnificent. 
Ecckf. iu from the 4tb verfe, I made me 
great works ^ I builded me boufes, J planted 
vineyards^ I made me gardens and orchardsy 
md planted trees in them of all hinds of fruits ^^ 
I made me pools of water to water therewith the 
wood that bringeth forth trees -, I got fervanti 
and maidenSy and hadfervants born in my houfii 
alfo I had great poffeffions of great and fmdl 
cattle, above all that were in ferufalem before 
me \ I gathered me alfojiher and gold, and the 
peculiar treafure of kings and of the provinces ; 
I got me men fingers and women fingers, and 
all the delights of the forts of men, as nmfical 
inftruments of all forts, alfo my wifdom remained 
with me. What more could a heart defire 
which is the moft intent upon enjoyments of 
this fort ? And what can the man do that cometb 
after the king? Can he hope to exceed or 
even to equal him in fuch fatisfadion ? But 
yet upon a ferious and. deliberate review be 
X 4 pro- 
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StRM. pronqunccth all to be vanity and vexation of 
XI* ^ fpirit. To (hew that life, that is, as we arc 
now cx)nfidcring it, the enjoyment of life, 
doth not confift in thefe gratifications, nor 
confcqucntly in riches whereby they are ac- 
quired, we may obferve, firft, that there are 
far more e^ntial and important pleafures 
which the human nature is capable of, even in 
it^s prefent ftate, namely, thofc of religion and 
virtue, in comparifon of which the other may 
be juftly reckoned what Solomon callcth them, 
Vanity ; I fay, the pleafures which accompany 
and arife from religious virtue are far more ef^ 
fential, for they are infeparable firom the mind 
while its natural powers and capacities remain ; 
they depend upon itfelf, not upon any thing 
which is external zrA accidental: No man, 
whatever his condition be, can without inter* 
ruption entertain himfelf with fine fights, de- 
lightful founds, or any thing of a like nature j 
an indifpofition of body or of mind, or an im- 
pediment from outward circumftances may 
happen which may put it wholly out of his 
power : But as there is a vaftly fuperior delight 
in the contemplation of beautifiil moral cha- 
racters and adions, and more efpecially in a 
conicioufncfe of virtuous difpofitions in the 
mind itfclf, this is liable to no interruption j 
whenever we turn our thoughts towards it, 
3 U 
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it meeteth them with latisfadion, and no dU S e r m. 
ftrefs, difficulty, or danger, can make it infipid. XI. 
One would think men (hould agree in placing ' 
the principal enjoyment of life, in that whiqh 
hath the deepefl foundation in the frame of 
our nature, which as it giveth the higheft 
pleafure, fo it is always ready at hand and in 
our power, never becometh taftele&, but ftill 
frefh, increafing the more we ufe it, and ap« 
ply our thoughts to the review ; I lay, wc 
(hould place the enjoyment of life in this ra- 
ther than in things of an inferior nature^ 
things without us, which depend on variable 
accidents, and the agreeablenefi of them is 
fubjed to the inward variations of the £incy^ 
than which experience iheweth nothing is 
more changeable. But, / 

2£y, Let it be fuppofed that theie pleafures 
arc a confiderable article in the enjo3rment of 
life, they are not appropriated to the rich, 
nor do depend on riches, which arc only the 
means of acquiring the property of them,, in 
which the tree enjoyment doth not confift* 
The beauties of nature are unconfined, and 
every man who hath a tme fcnfe of them, 
may find obje^ enough to entertain it: It is 
not the property Jn any of them, which 
giveth plcafure, and the man who purchafeth 
or procures to be nmde any beautiful fenfiblc 

form, 
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Serm. form, fuch as a curious piece of architec- 
, XI. tore, gardening, or any others, he doth it 
for others, as well as himfelf. What 
fliould hinder, but that Solomon^ fervants 
/hould be as well entertained as himfelf, 
with his orchards, and his woods,^ and his 
ftately palaces, the fplendor of his court, 
and with his vocal and inftrumental mufick ? 
If it be fuppofed that the pleafure of the 
rich arifcth from his having a. peculiar power 
over agreeable objefts in exclufion of others, 
to difpofe of them as he will ; that is in- 
deed a pleafure of a quite different nature, 
which the mifer may enjoy, who never 
maketh any ufe of his riches at all ; ibr he 
can entertain himfelf in his own vain thoughts 
with this coijfideration, that he is able to 
procure the delights of the jpns of men when 
he pleafeth, although he never doth it ; it is 
therefore a mean and fordid pleafure and 
hath nothing to do with the enjoyment erf 
life: 

* Thirdly y The laft, dnd indeed the trucft 
und higheft, enjoyment of life, is in doing 
good, or being ufeful to mankind : Aiod of 
this riches affordcth the largeft means, wbioh 
is the greatcft advantage of them. I ao 
knowledge that the man who ufeth his 
tichcs as the mlltuments of beneficence, ^en- 

joyeth 
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joycth life in th^ beft maikncr, makcth the beft S e r m, 
provifioQ for his own comfort in this world, XI. 
and as our Saviour clfcwhere teacheth, maketb ' 
to bimfelf friendi of the unrighteous mammon^ 
which when hefaileth^JbaU r/eceive htm into ever^ 
la/iing habitations. But as this is not the cafe 
of the covetous man, it is perfeftly agreeable 
to the text, which declareth that life, that is, 
enjoyment, doth not confift in abundant pofleC- 
lions ; not that it doth not confift in part- 
ing with thofe poflcflions for the ufes of 
charity. To fet this matter in a juft light, 
let it be obferved, that the moderate defire 
and pijrfuit of riches is not at all inconfiftent 
with virtue; fo.far from it, induftry is a vir- 
tue itfelf, as being really beneficial tofociety, 
as well as to the perfon who ufeth it, furnifh- 
ing him with, the conveniencies of life, and 
efpecially with the means of being ufeful to 
bis fellow creatures. But when a man hath 
ufed honeft induftry, fo far he hath difcharg- 
ed his duty, and Jaid a foundation for all the 
true enjoyment which can arife from riches ; 
for that doth not depend on fuccefs, or the 
a<3:ual obtaining of large poffeflions, but 
principally on the inward dilpofitions of £hp 
mind. The man who i$ heartily inclined to 
do good, and doth it according to his ability, 
hath really the higheft happinefs from bene- 
ficence 
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Serm. licence which riches could yield him; for 
XI* charity is valued, approved by the mind it- 
felf, and accepted of God, according to the 
fincerity of the afFedtion, not according to 
the quantity of worldly goods beftowed j if 
there be a willing mind^ it is accepted accord" 
ing to what a man bath.^ It is however ge- 
nerally a more contradted view men haVe in 
amafling earthly treafures, than to ferve man- 
kind, or employ them for the benefit of the 
good and virtuous who may have need ; it is 
to make a plentiful provifion for their own 
families. And this within due bounds is very 
juft, nay, laudable, for it is a man's un- 
dobted duty to be diligent in providing for 
bis own^ efpecially thofe of bis boujhold-, but 
then he ought to confider, that the life of his 
pofterity, no more than his own, doth npt 
confift in the abundance of the poflcffions 
which he tranfmitteth to them, nay, he is 
uncertain whether they may not be the oc- 
cafion of great unhappinefs to them, as m 
faft, great eftates have been to many fami- 
lies when abufed to luxury, pride, and other 
vices; and this confideration ought to check, 
I do not fay moderate induftry, but the ex- 
orbitant paflion which is properly called co- 
vetoufhefs* 

Having 
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Having thus explained our Saviour's affer-SERM. 
tion in the text, and (hewed the truth of it, XI. 
let us next confider tlie purpofe to which he^ 
applieth it, namely, as a difuafive from covet-' 
oufnefs. All that covetoufnefs aimeth at is, 
the obtaining of large worldly poffeflions : 
Now fuppofing them to be obtained, which 
yet is very uncertain, but fuppofing it, and 
It is the ihoft favourable fuppofition for the 
covetous man, what is he the better? If neither 
the being and prefervation of life, nor the 
ends, nor the enjoyment of it, dependeth on 
this. Other affedions in the human nature 
have a vifible defign, and the neceffity and 
ufefulnefs of the gratification juftifieth the 
defire. Life cannot long fubfift, or with 
any comfort, without food and raiment, which 
maketh them reafopably defired; the ob- 
jefts of our higher aflfedions are abfolutely 
necefllary to our happinefsj but how un- 
reafonable is a tormenting paffion for that, 
which, when poffefifed, cannot fecure any 
valuable end in life ? Nature itfelf hathfet 
bounds to the appetites which are of its owq 
growth ', a certain quantity of meat fatisfieth 
liunger 5 and other natural inclinations require 
only a limited meafure of enjoyment; but 
this infatiable, I may juftly fay, unnatural 
paffion hath no limits. If abundant poflef- 

fions 
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Serm. fions were of greater importance than they 

XI. are to the enjoyment of life, yet the unfa- 

' tisfied defire would deftroy it 5 for enjoyment 

dependeth in a great meafure.upon opinion 5 

but the covetous heart never thinketh what it 

hath acquired fufRcienti let poffeffion be 

heaped upon pofleffion, hoiife added to houfe, 

as the prophet fpeaketh, and field to field, it 

is never enough, for the defire ftill increafeth 

with the incrcafe of wealth, and what m 

fhe beginning o^ life would have been looked 

on as a great eAate, when it is attained, di- 

miniflieth into a very fmall one, and new 

fchcmes muft be laid for compafling much 

more important defigns, which the profpeft 

always magnifieth and the pofleffion leflcn- 

eth. 

Thus we fee, that if life or happlnefs 
doth not cOnfift in the abundance of the 
things which a man poflefl^th, much lefs 
doth it confift in covetoufnefs, or'the pafljon- 
ate defire of them i on the coiltrary, it tak- 
eth iaway enjoyment, and the 'man who is 
thoroughly poflTefled with it truly is, what 
he is commonly called, miferable. Every 
pafllon is attended with uneafinefs and per- 
turbation to the mind, but that which can 
never be fatisfied, muft be the perpetual tor- 
ment of a man's life. And this, as it hath 
"^ no 
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no boundaries fct to it by nature and reafon,SERM, 
being originally not of their. prbdmftiQn, fok XI. 
hath none iii the defires and pqrpofes of the; 
odV€toas heart; it is enlai^ed by every ac-». 
qoifition, and groweth outrageous ijpon evcry^ 
dife|)poifttmeflt5'it engrofleth 'albthe thou^i 
and comifels df the heart, andirdbbpth itc^ 
the fnnoceM pleafures which an eafy content-K 
6d ttund cjijoyeth in the conteitiplatiori^jif 
^ gifts of nature' (o all mankind,, and whioh 
a benevolent asirtd enjcJyeth in, the profperity 
hi otherS) ' bfeQufe it can never be fatisfied 
Without fuch' ai^'pofieflion as none dfe fball 
pirtake in, and Would, as the prophet :e5r* 
preflcth it, be 'left alone in the midfi of th^ 
earth. The covetous know beft the anxiety 
and diftte&s of their own minds, but it is 
not in their power altogether to conceal ^ejn, 
and^ it too plainly appear^h^ that between 9. 
felicitous care to fecure vfhax they have, and 
a reftlefs eagernefe in feeking for more, their 
very lives are confumed in pain, as the 
P£ilmift fpeaketh, they rife early ami ft up 
late, and eat the bread of forrow^ never en- 
joying with fatisfadion the fruits of their 
own exccffive labours. 

I (hall conclude this difcourfe with ob- 
ferving the form of our Saviour's exhortation 
in the text, take heed and beware of covetouf 
- 3 nefs. 
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Serm. ^fs* Thb advice he gave, to his difciplee, 
XL men who had left all and followed him, who 
' had fhewn a generous contempt of the worlds 
having abandoned all thdr pofleffions and 
expe&ations in it to take their fate with him, 
and to fttfier the lofies, poverty, and fctr 
fecution, which he &irly warned them wooM 
attend the profeflioii of his religion, and par- 
ticularly that fpecial fervice they were called 
to of preaching the gofpel: Befides, that 
having fo long enjoyed the benefit of his ex^ 
cellent inftru&ions and examj^e, one would 
think, they were quite out of the danger of 
falling into an evil fo contrary to the whole 
flrain of his doftrine, and the tenor of his 
perfectly innocent and holy life, intirely ab« 
ftra<^ed from all worldly cares and bufinefs. 
Yet he found it neceilary to give even them 
thb caution, and that in ffarong terms earn* 
eftly repeated, importing that there was need 
of the utmoft vigilancej take heed and be- 
ware of, covetoufnefs ; upon which this re- 
fledion is very obvious, that it is a fubtil 
infinuating evil, againft which it is neceflary 
for the befl men, and who have made the 
greatefl advances in religious virtue, to be 
always upon their guard left they be be- 
trayed into it. 

It 
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tt is a lafc general rule for thofc who would S e r m^ 
maintain their integrity^ to be alway$ jea- JKII. 
lous over themfelves wkh a godly jea*-^ 
loufy, always watchful againft thib begia'^ 
Qings of declenfions from the patbd of vir<- 
tue and from a good temper of mindy left 
their! hearts be hardened through the de«> 
ceitfulnefs of fln^ which is an evil v^tvi do 
not Bill into fuddenly, but by leifurely and^ 
bst the nioft part^ unobieryed degrees ;. but 
there is no cafe at all in whkh this rule is 
more needfuli and ought to be n>pre care*^ 
fully at^nded to^ than that which wp aire novir 
ponfiderit^. For covetoufnefs puttcth oa 
fjich pi^ufible appearances of innoceflce, nay^ 
and of virtue^ and fupport^th> itfdf with 
fuch fpecious pretences, as,, if it were pof* 
fiWe, to deceive the ek£t^ the moft fincere 
and heavenly minded chriftians. If indeed^^ 
\yeonly repfefent this fin to our own minds 
inits.moft odious forms, if we only figure 
to ourfelvcs the charadler of an abandoned 
xnifer^ who continually drudgeth in queft 
of ricphes, which he is inceflantly heaping 
up, without ever enjoyingj he holdeth theni 
faft againft the loudefl: calls of humanity 
and compafiion, and by faving ejtpepces to 
increafe his virealth, liveth in a mof^ fo^-did 
and indecent matiner, this appeareth eif- 
. Vol. IV, Y tremely 
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5iERM. trcmely contemptible, and we arc ready ta 
^^ \Adk ourfelves as having more large aad ge* 
nerctts bearts, and to imagine, k is impoflihle 
wc fhouH ever be in foch a wretched ftate of 
snmd, ftying in our hearts as Hazaei fiid to- 
the prophfet when he foretold his ^tttrecra^ 
vlties, ariw^dfigs that weihould be guilty of 
^h vile and defpicable things. But take 
lieed, and beware of covctoufncfs ; thbugh 
&eh heights may be at prefent youv a^reriisa 
and appear abominable^ you may be gui&y of 
Ihat&i in tewcr degrees; which, if indulged, 
may infetifibly lead you on to greater etctffies^ 
and tht gileateft fecurity agaJnft them will 
fee^lto check the inordinate affedionj in\(rhat« 
tvti iriftatrces it difeovereth it fdf. 

niiids fortified' agaiiift^hia 
: , nothing is mdrit neceffiry 

1 fxhe difguifes it weareth^ 

; fiicul't to do; for here the 

1 id vice are fo near that the 

1 orn, one to^ the oth6r^ and 

1 fuch a refepiblance that k 

tton not to mifts^e them. 

>r the comfortable Tupport ^ 
I fam^i^a is our duty ; an ex- 

J ireaidi with anxiety, whidi 

th for better afFedions to 
J nor leifure for the much 

^ more 
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more impdrtant bufineis of religion^ is a fin; Seri4. 
fober ftu^lky in rcg^alatittg the expetices of XI. 
lifkig, ftiyd etvoiding a needlefs pfofufion and 
ft^ierfluity^ is a victut^ ftingy parfimonj 
withcdding more thail k meet, moit than 
prudem:^ requircfth dr a difcreet liberality in^* 
clineth to, this Id a vice ; to feek ridies, ot 
tBOie 4hail what liecei!ity requireth> foc^^lhe 
{tarpofei ofdiariiy^ to work diligently with 
onesiiandd, or in any way of an honeft callings 
that he may have fomewhat to /pare to them 
sb&^49^^i|. is highly commendafak; to be very 
iMem on getting gam, without an habitual 
prerailiog intention to make foch ufe of k as 
religion diredeth^ and without afuperior re- 
gard to chanty and virtue, it inconiiflent with 
true pi^ and that love of God in \i4iich the 
eflfi&ce.tff it (Sonfiftetfi. 

To be eflS^iftuaHy preferved from coyetouiP 
ae6y letus remember that other vices are j9 
be avoided, and all the deeds of the body 
moitified together. . Pride and luxury, under 
the fpecious names of decency and geno-ofity^ 
make very expenfive demaqds, andtoanfwer 
them, gireat wrakh muft be heaped up ^ 9^ 
dttt thiKiugh the influence of other cornspC 
aflfei^ons the heart becomes really cove^uSjL 
at the fame time imagining it ielf 10 be quite 
other wife. Again» to cure this unhappy dif"- 
' Y 2 temper 
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S E R M. temper of mind or prevent it, let us endeavour 

XI. to ftrengthen in our fejves by a carefiil attcin- 

^tion to the juft motives of it, a fincei^ 4nd 

pious confidence in God. Thi^ is what our . 

Saviour recommendeth in his feraK>n on the 

mount, as the bed prefervative from the fer- 

Vice of Manwum^ utterly incompatable with 

the^ fervice of God,, and from exceffivc 

thc^ghtfulnefs for the morrow, againft which 

he wameth his difciples, that is, a tormenting 

folicitude for the conveniences and enjoyments 

of life, and for avoidii^ the troubles of it; 

Our heavenly Father knoweth what, we need^ 

and his goodnefs always inclineth him to ^ve 

his aeatures that which is convenient for 

them ; it will not {\}Skx his pious children and 

faithful fervants, to want any thing whidi is 

necef&ry to their true happine&. We may 

be; afiured our care for the things of the world 

and abudance of pofieiTlons in it, is to an ex* 

treme,- and not without covetoufhefi, when 

it is attended with perturbation; for God 

would have us, trafting in him, and principally 

felicitous about a treafure in heaven, to p^6 

our minds in an eafy contentedne^ and even 

indiflference to circumilances of our outward 

condition in life; feekfirft the kingdom of God 

andbisrigbteoufnefs^ and tbm ail things JbaUbt 

added to you. . > 

S E R^ 
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SERMON XII. 

The proper Improvement of 
Temporal Pofleflions. 



LUKE XVI. 8, 9, iQ, II, iz. 

And the Lord commended the unjuft fienioard 
becaufe be had done wifely ; for the children . 
of this world are in their generation wifer 
than the children of light. Andy I fay 
unto yoUy make to yourfehes friends of the 
mammon of unrigbteoufnefs^ that when ye 
fail they may receive you into everlafiing 
habitations. He that is faithful in that 
which is leajly is faithful alfo in much i 
and he thflt is unjuft in the leajl^ is unjuft 
alfo in much. If therefore ^ you have not 
been faithful in the unrighteous mammon^ 
who will commit to your truft the true 
niches? And if you have not been faithful 
in that which is another's^ who fhall give 
you that which is your own f 

THESE verfes contain a very apt finii- Sc^i^^ 
litude which our Saviour ufcth to XII. 
teach his followers the neceflity of improv- 
ing riches, and\ by parity of yeafon, Qther 
y 3 gifts 
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Serm, gifts of providence, wherewith they are in- 
XII. trufted, to the purpofes of religion, and 
'their obtaining the glorious reward of eter- 
nal happinefs. He puttcth the cafe of a 
great man, who had a fervant whom he 
trufted with the keeping of his accounts, 
and the management of his affairs 5 bat be<* 
ing informed of his diihonefty and unfaith- 
fulnefs, he called upon him to make up his 
accounts, for that Ke was determined not to 
employ him any longer. The fteward fore- 
feeing the event of this difgrace, that he 
rauft be reduced to extremity unlefs fome 
method were found for his fubfiftence 5 and 
confidering that he was now too old, and 
his ftation had been joo honourable, to 
make either hard labour gr beggary tolerable 
to him, bethought himfelf of this contri- 
vance for his future fupport 5 he fent for his 
Lord's debtors, and made them fuch abate- 
ments of their debts, as fliould oblige them 
in gratitude, after his lofing his prefect em- 
ployment, to receive him into their habita- 
tions. When the Lord was informed of all 
this, he could not but applaud the policy of 
his fervant at the fame ume that hoi miift 
condemn his injufUce. Our Saviour te- 
proving the fl<^ and imprudcacft of hhk 
difctplca, propofeth the condudi of tl» iin-» 

juft 
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juft fteward, as a pattern to thcna, thai they 8e RMi 
might imitate the diligence and wjfdoiti of it, XH. 
by ihe pradice of religion gnd charity, pro- ' 
viding for their eternal welfare, without 
the fraud, which the nature of the4:afe allow- 
cth; nay, requirctth them to do; for he 
aflureth themi, that by thus laying otit (heir 
talents they fhall fecure to themfelves the 
cverlafting heavenly inheritance, when this 
frail mortal life, and all the enjoyments of it 
ihall fail.. He xhen info^^h th^ exhorta- 
tion by two argumcms. 

Firji^ T4iat riches, aiwi other worldly 
good things commit^ to them as ta 
ilewards, are but little in comparifoa 
with more fubftantial Uefiings, which 
God will beftow in coniequence of their 
wiie and induftrious improvement c^ 
the former j btit by negKgence in thefe 
inferior matters t^y will forfeit and 
render themfelves. unworthy of thofe 
greater and m#re vabable benefits. ' 

tSecomily, That of thefe worldly thingG^ 
£sLV leis excellent in their nature. We are 
only depofitaries for tbefervice of ano^ 
ther, whofe |)roperty they are, though 
hy a confeientious induftry and fidelitf^ 
gscatly iuD^roveable to our advantage 
Y 4 but 
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butthc bthcf gifts which arc the reward 
of oul* uiing thefe wifely and honefily, 
arc^of nearer and more impottant ^con- 
fidpration to ourfelVes, being properly 
our own goods which diall always re^ 
m^n with us. Thefe particulars^ which 
have been briefly hinted as the contents 
of the text, fhall be more largely oon- 
. iidered in the following obiervations. 

- -R^> That the common maxims of hu- 
man wifdom in the condndt of worldly 
affairs, and even thofe of carnal and unjuft 
policy, may be ufefully applied for ourdi- 
redlion in the concerns of religion, and they 
reproach the folly and flothfulnefs of chri- 
Alans in working out their falvatioh; the 
^loUdren of this world are wifer in their ge^ 
neration than the children of light. No one 
can be (o unacquainted with the world as not 
to know that men ufually employ their un-^ 
derilanding in this manner; they lay their 
fchemes for the eafy and comfortaWe enjoy- 
tnent of life, and for avoiding all the incon- 
venicoces they can forcfee, with all the cau- 
tion and judgment they are mailers of i and 
iCntcr intq deep and ferious deliberation for 
carrying on their defigns fuccefefiiUyt And 
even what St, Pi?^ calleth the ivifdm ofthi 
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fe/h^ ditc&ly oppofitc to Jwplicity and godly Sekm. 
Jincerity^ is fhcwn in fhrcwd contrivaiifecs, XII. 
however diflioneft, for carrying on the pro- ^"^~^ 
poied ends ; which was the cafe of the un* 
juft fteward in the parable* In a word, the 
charadters oiwife ovfoolijh are given to men, 
according as they do or do not exercife their 
reafon in finding cut means for accomplishing 
tlieir ends, and according to the degree of 
their diligence or negligence in ufing them: 
He is efteemed a wife man, who is always 
attentive to his true intereft, and letteth no 
opportunity flip for promoting it; who is 
provident for the future, and upon a careful 
forefight of dangers which may befal him, 
taketh timely precautions againft them 3 who 
not only mindeth the bufinefs now in hand, 
but looketh to the remoter ifTues of things 
as far as human prudence can reach, that in 
all events he may be fafe 5 and if ^ne pro-' 
jed he hath formed mifcarrieth, another may 
fucceed i who p(^poneth trifles or matters of 
little confequence, and doth not fpend his 
time idly in amufements, but is chiefly fb- 
licitous about his main concern, which he 
often revolveth in his deliberate and ferious 
thoughts, laying hold on every occaflon for 
f^curing and advancing it. 

Thk 
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Serm. This is the wiTdom of tlae world, ot t9^ 

XlL th^ it is a defaiption of wifdom in general, 
Vhich the children of this world apply to » 
their own afiairs, and praft^ within their own 
^^re, and according to their narrow views : 
It is £b far a proper exam{^ to tie children of 
iigbt^ or to the virtuous and good^ who have 
glpry, and hoaour, and immortality in their 
view, that io profecuting their higher and 
more important intereft they ihould follow 
the like meafures ;. fer wifdom in this branch 
of it is uniform, and fhciweth itfelf the fame 
way, whatever the matter be to which it is 
applied : The fame kind of conduA which 
in inferior caies and in carrying on, perhaps, 
bafe defigQS, is low cannings if we change 
the icene^ and apply it to the nobleil ends of 
our being, becometh the trueflr difcretion^ 
For the fteward to provide for his reception 
iota the houfes of his lord's debtors by 
cheating his lord„ viras a very difboneft» ^o' 
cunning artifice; but for us to provick for 
oqrfelves an everlafting habitation by works of 
charity and righteoufhdls^^ is the beft wifdom. 
Let us, therefore, apply to the principal con* 
cerps, thofe of religion aod ^Ivation, and 
bring into our management of them, the 
maxims of wcwrldly poUcy, Let us be chiefly 

thought- 
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thoughtful abottt that which is of grefttcftSEitM^ 
moment] and confidcring this life as tranfr- Xlt- 
tory and uncertain, that the time will foon ' 
come, we know not how foon, when we 
muft give an account of our ftewardjhip^ and 
be na hnger ^ewards^ let us take the meafurcs 
of our prcfent behaviour, by the feafonable 
forefight of a future ftate ; let us negleft, 
in comparifon, things which are confefledly 
o£ little value, and give all diligence to make 
our eaUing and eUSfion fitrCy that fo an en^ 
trance may be minifiered abundantly into tbe 
eoerlafiing kingdom of our Lord and Sawur 
yefus Cbrifi : By virtue, knowledge^ tem^ 
perance^ patience y godlinejsy brotherly kindm^^ 
and charity y means which the nature of things 
and the wotd of God direft, letus feekiC- 
ter eternal life, letting no opportunity flip for 
our making proficiency ia knowledge and 
for doing good. 

As this is evident^ what reafon wiH di- 
reft us to, if we apply it to the affiiirs of re- 
ligion, fuppofing them to be of that im- 
portance, which w6 all profefs to beKeve they 
are ] fo it is greatly to the reproach of the 
children of Kght, that they fuffer themfclves 
to be fo far outdone by the children of this 
world. Shall thcfe take fo much pains, em- 
ploy their thinking powers in fo much con- 
trivance. 
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SsKM. triya»ce^ and their hands in fo mudh labour, 
XII. lifing early and fitting up late in purfuit of 
^peri{htng vanities? And {hall chriflians take 
Iktte thought for eternity ^ and be negligent 
of the proper oceans of fecuring to themfelves 
durable richer and right eoufnefs^ that good part 
nebicb cannot be taken away from them? Our 
Ssviour's reproof plainly (heweth^ that the 
fa& is ib^ for that is evidently the meaning of 
theilb vrordSy the children of this n»orld are in 
tbeir gemratim wifer than the children of light-, 
but how (hall it be accounted fot ? We cannot 
ims^e that chriflians are more umttentive to 
dheiff intereft, than other men, or more de« 
ficient in underftandlng, efpecially being fa 
yff^X inftru€ted as they are by their great 
snafler* We muft therefore fuppoie, that the 
defed lieth in their perfuafion concerning the 
thinga virhich they profe&» as the great foun- 
dations of the religious life, or iji the weakne& 
of their a£S:Aions to then^. And this is the 
truth of the cafe : What he often faith to his 
own apoflleS, may be juftly applied to all his 
followers, they are too flow of heart to believi 
what is jpoken in thefcriptures ; and their de- 
fires, abated by remaining zSkdaon to things 
on e»:th» culpable in the degree of it, ^ nqt 
as (c^meft as they fhould he to attain the per- 
feaion of righteoulhefs^ and to be ivifh Cbrijt 

which 
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which is &x better than all the enjoyments of S eric; 
this world. In a word, imperfedton cleav^ 2IL 
to every principle of religion in us, tofiutbj^ 
and to the love by which it worketh, {nx>* 
ducing fruits whereby our heaveidy father is 
glorified, and by which we are prepared (oi 
glory with him. But let us, my brethren^ 
cemember the words of the Lord J^fiis^ and 
orge upon our minds his firang pecfuafiv^&io 
diligence in working out our own fidfatldii 
let us count nothii^ in this V9oM too dear lo 
|iart with for ev^afting Jiabitadons$ let m 
endeavour to con^ser oui; indolence with all 
the other infimities of our natore, and all die 
temptations wherewith we are fiiirounded^ 
running witbfatieMe the rau wMick is fa ie» 
fore usi thus we (hall (hew ourfelves men, 
ading a raticmal confiflent part; we fhatt vsc^ 
f ify our pr<^flion by our {N'aftica, thereby 
ddng it all the bmoor we can ; andfball bj 
up a good fcmdatm againji ^ time to come^ 
that we may lay hold on aernal life. 

The fecond obfervatbn, is, that riches 
and odier gifts of providence are but little ia 
jcomparifbn with the ^eater and axH'e fub^ 
ftantial bkflings which God is re«dy to beftow 
on his fincere and faithful fervantsi that thdfe 
inferior things are committed to chrtftians as 
to ikwards for the trial of tfaeic fidelity, and 
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8£it M. tbcy "who improve them cirefkily to the ptx>>^ 
XIL ^ ends for which they were giveny are 

^■^■•^iotided to the greater benefks which others 
fytitix^ and render thetiiielves unwottfey o^ 
by negligence snd unfahhfukieri. Thk* is 
^ meaning of the ic«h Mid nth vertfes* 
Jb fxbo ujui^ul in that wbicb is kaft^ is 
fgkbfid sifo injnksbi <md be who Uur^uft im 
the ka^^ ismp^ ^1^ inimachi iftber^bre^ 
ym baoe mt hean jaitbful in tbe unrigbftms 
mampton^ nobo miU a>mmt\ta your &ufi tbe 
ma ricbtt? By unri^fteoas maminon, or^ 
tbe cMmmon ojf anFigh06Ot6ie&3 our Sa;phnfl: 
doth not mcMUi ill-gotten^^^weiSth, or that 
TffiMk is Acquired l^ in^aftice: I koowrof 
fio tt^ wUdichriiliadity aUcweth us to oaake 
of that, if vm hum any .of k; kis neither tQ 
be eoaplojwl £oc the purpofiDa<)f cfaarky^ lIln^ 
am: W9n iiippMt and enjoyousi)^ but to be 
gifenaUa^my, that is, bynniikfog oeffitnuflid, 
which jotlice mcfi^enlably reijOMreth > but^^ 
unrigbteous'hctt W fign^kd dtrmit;^, which 
our Saviow el&wJiere pronouixttth to be the 
dbarader of ^alt iriches, bowever acqoimd^ 
they always have a greater appetfranoe of good 
ttmn is fbund in them, ^hey di&ppoiAt fodi 
as ^uft in them, and fruJimte the eitpeAatvcm 
of thofe who eameftly purfee them. And 
bere at ver. rx theninrightcoBS mamffion -ia 
5 op- 
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oppofed, not to honcfty on the part of tficSERM, 
poficffoi*, but to the true riches. The com- XH. 
parifon is between the goods of fortune, as 
they are called, riches, honour, pow^r, hestkh^ 
ftrcflgth, and all other temporal advantages 
ind convcnicncife^of the preferit life, which 
arc^given promifcuoufly to men •<£ whatever 
tharaifters, -good or bad 5 between thcfe, I 
fey, and the fpecial blefflngs wbich are pro* 
thifed to the fticcre, tl^ gifts of grace, the 
forgivenefs of fins, thcillummation, the ajffift- 
ancc and J9y of the holy ^oft, and et^riijft 
life, all ^fefnnied up in the favour of Ooft 
and the privileges of his kingdom : and &fc 
former are declared to be leaft, the otfeer> 
much i the fbrrtier, the deccitM mamm^, 
the other, true riches. Now this judgemWrt 
^en by our Saviow, muft be fuppofed t^ 4)e 
aflfented to' by aM the thildreft of light, nSbm 
is, all' truly reiigious perfdns ^ it is wkh didMi 
a fontibmcBtal principle, athountmg to ^e 
more than this, that th^e k a reality and a 
gam m godlineids that the ^^oncems of ^Stut 
ioa\ are infinitely prelenable to thofe of the 
body, andthe.hapfnneft^iaiiiaiinortdftale 
nnidi mor« to be valued than picfent enjoy<- 
ment. £f it be not fo, p^ligiott) is to fat g^ven 
tip as mere Vanity and an ^empty dxcam, tlie 
inftrisaioii o£/'Wifer aRheifin is to be heard 

and 
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.S£RM.and followed, let m eat and drink ^ fur it 
XII morrow we die. But though this may b^ 
applied to fome profe£Eed bdievet-Sy whoic 
practical governing principles are really athe^ 
iftical whatever their profefiions and fpecu-* 
lations be ; it is impoflible and a contradiction 
that fuch fentioients (hould habitually rule 
in the minds of truly pious and virtuous men^ 
they are as much convinced of the contrary 
as: they can be of any truth j diey do not join 
with the many who fay, who will Jhew unto 
ta any goody uncertain wherein true good 
confifteth, and inceflai^ly purfuii^ it, with 
<9rneft unfatisiied defire, through all the va- 
riety of buiinefs and enjoyments in this li&, 
but they a^ee with the Pialmift in bis choice 
and fervent prayer, that God would lift on 
Um the light of bis countenance^ perfuaded 
^t the divine favour is a folid foundation 
of inward joy, that it giveth true iatis&d^cm 
aad contentment, 2nd puttetb gkdnefs into> 
the heart mor^ than the^ increafe of corn and 
wine^ the grea^fl abundance of all temporal 
enjoyments. But though this is a principle 
in which all religious perfons, the childreo 
of light, are agte^, indeed eflential to all 
religion, for this is the faith without which ^ 
tnan cannot receive any thing from God^ as Sl 
famet teacheth us, and Without whi^ be is 

double 
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dbubk mndid ard vnfiMe in all bis npays^S^^HM^ 
Yet IS it very proper that we flbould f evolve XIL 
it often in our thoughts^ and take pains txx^ 
inculcate it on our nunds ; icx no principle 
will, dpecially tlus will not operate,. udbfit 
it be ca^«fiilly attended to> &eing we l|»vo 
always fuggeftions from our ibifea which 
have a tendency contrary to it Lot us^ 
therefore, often oieditate on the necefi&r)^ 
difference between good and evil, tb^ dignky 
and excdlence of the former and the turpitude 
6f the latter, which muft appear to our 
minds as often as we attend to it ddit^erately ; 
on the moral government of the fupreme be« 
ing over all rational aeatures and moral 
agents, from which we cannot but mfo: that It 
0iall be well with the righteous and ill with 
the wicked ; and let us frequently confideff 
the exprefs declarations of the holy fcripture, 
relating to the different parts of our own con- 
ftitution andvtheir interefts, to the prefant and 
future ftate. Our blefled Saviour puttcth 
thefe plain queftions, ftrongly infiilfeating how 
much it concerneth us to provide for ou^ 
fouls preferably to our bodies, what JhaS it 
profit a man if he Jheuld gain the whole worU 
and lofe btsownjbul? And what jhall n man 
give in exchange for hisfiulf The apoftle 
teacheth us, that the pkafures of Jin are hut 
Vol. IV. Z for 
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^f Sjbr M:/(7r ajeafimy and they end in extreme niiferyV 
XIV that the rewards of triic piety are exceeding 
great and everlafting, that the light aiHi^on» 
which are but for a.mopicnt wwk: for good 
men aff exceeding great and eternal wight of 
gbry. By a fctious and afiedionate niedi- 
tation^n thefe, and ibch like dodrines, which 
are moil afHirediy believed among chriflians^ 
and which ane the fundamentals of chriftianity,. 
we ihould be able to fee the important dif-' 
ference between the falfe and true riches^ 
that the former aite upon a comparifon indeed 
xhtleajl^ and the otbsr much. 
' We may farther obferve uppA this head^ 
that God hath wifely ordered the circum*- 
ftanbe^ of this life in fubordin|atk>n to another*. 
The enjoj^ents of our prefent date afe the 
means of trying our vertue, and the okcafions 
of exercifing it, that fo by a due improvement 
of them to that purpofe, we may be prepared 
lor the perfedion of virtue, and comf^at 
happinefs hereafter. 

The powers of the human foul, the better 
part of our conftitotion, are naturally capable 
of improvement, zad we cannot iet limits to 
that meafure of improvement which they 
may attain 3 but this we know, that the mind 
is making continual progrefs in its moral con-> 
dition good or bad, that is, it is either 

grow- 



Digi 



tized by Google 



of Tempt^al Popjions. 339 

growing better or wdrfe, and tonfequently Serm« 
advancing in happinefs or finking deeper into XIL 
mifery. And this is fuitable to our pre&nt^ 
i^ate^ confidered as probationary, which being 
a defign'd preparation for a future fixed and 
pernianent condition of niorc perfect good or 
eial^ both moral and natural^ fhould iiave 
in it the nieans of both 5 that is, we fhould 
have the opportunity of making proficiency 
in knowledge, and of increafing in reditude 
and integrity, which is the highefl perfection 
and enjoyment of our minds ; and there mufl 
be temptadons to evik But, now, fo it i$^ 
wifely ordered that both thefe are contained 
in the into'efls and af&irs of the ailtmal life, 
fo that while we arc employed aboiit thefe 
k>wer things, which perifh in (he ufing, and 
are confined to the pre&rit life, and eternally 
feparated froth us by death ; we are at the 
&me time, and by the very £ime adtions, 
fitting ourfeives for our future fktc. In the 
world, as the apoftie John teacheth, are the 
lujis oftbeflejh^ and the lufls of the eye^ and 
the pride tf life, that is, the objeifts by which 
we are tempted to fenfuallty, covefioufneis,. 
and prtde; but the very: fame ob^£t$ by dif- 
fcrent exercifesand difpofidonsof mind, may 
be, mkl are the occafions^nd infbuments of 
Z 2 virtuct 
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&ERM. virtue, and thereby, nvhemnocfail^ tbojiball 

XIL receive us into evedafliog habiiaiiona. 

This mig^t be illuHratal in a Vari^iity of 
particular inftances, indeed, in the ifvhole 
Gompa& of our wttfldiy afl^rs, vrhich ac* 
cording as they are condufted, either mmtfter 
to vktue or y\eit. By the various vmatxtsatt 
events of life, as fon^e are templed to difier-^ 
ent diftraAing pailions, to eager anxious de- 
fire, to fear and ibrrotwr^ fo there i& to better 
difpofed minds, an opportunity of growing 
in felf-dominbn, ia an equal and uniioom 
temper, and a more earned prevalent defite 
of true goodnefi, which is ioimutable ia aft 
elrternal ^nges ; i^ afflidioas there is a trial 
and an increafe of patience, which is of ib 
much moment^ as to be tjeprefented m feripture 
ds the he^ht of reKgious {^rfe^on ; for as the 
apo(Ue James teadietb, chap, u 3, 4. the triat 
of faith, by what he calleth temptations, that 
1$, troubles, worketh patience, and if patience 
bath its per&d work, then are ye petfe& and 
intire^ waniirjg mAing^ And, parikubrly to 
die porpd& of the te^ thingi^. wlpdi are in 
their nature good, tedding immediaieljptotbe 
£itisfadion and conveniency of life, are to be 
con£dered as talents committed to oor troft i 
and ai th<^ are pkdpattyiatended'by the 
donor^ not fo much for felfifh enjoyment as 
2 to 
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to be the means and Infh^oments c^ virtue, Serm. 
they &ould 1)e defignedly difpofed of and XH. 
lifed by us fcr tbe fame pmpofe. ^^--v-«i^ 

Riches are gi^n to mea (it ^ould be al- 
ways remembered, that they are given by 
the difedicm of Divine Providence, and the 
acquifition not to be attributed to their own 
wifdom ; for, the race is not the ftvift^ n0r 
'fbe battle to the finmg^ ftor riches to men of 
underftanding) not to be the inftruments of 
pride and luxury, but of charity and benefi- 
cence, 40 feed the bun^y, and cloath the 
naked, and to do ether good works for w- 
4:effary ufes nvhich art pnffUdhk to men 5 which 
4s fo tnuch die more evident to every atten- 
tive perfon, becarife he tnuft be convinced 
that the fatisfai^on of his own mind, and 
the €nJ0)rment of life doth not depend upon 
the abundance of his poilfeffions ; for what 
end then t:an he fb teafonaWy fuppole it to 
be alotted to him, as that it may be employ- 
ed by him in doing good to others, and that 
he may abound m \}xJTtdts (fri:gbteoufnefs7 
Power and honour are then abufed, when 
they are employed to die ptnpofes of ambi- 
tion, to fill the deluded poffeilbr with an 
high conceit of his pte-eminence and procure 
the forced applaufe of flatterers and flaves % 
but diey are fahhful llewards who ufe them 
Z3 in 
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S^RM.in the protection of innocence, and for prd- 
.Xll* mpting the caufc of truth and virtue. Knowr 
'ledge, likcwife, is cgpahle of being greatly 
iipproved for th^ iervice of mankind ; and 
all our talents of this fort, which arc diftri- 
buted promifcuoufly to men, though little io 
themfelves and with refpedl to the main 
ends of our being, yet to the diligent and 
faithful fervant, who ufpth them well and 
y^ifely for the caufeof virtue, and under th^ 
diredlion of its principles, they bring great re- 
turns of real and folid benefit, which £haU 
abide with him for ^ver. 

Thus it appearcth, th^t Divine Providence 
hath wifely ordered the pircumftances of our 
condition in this, world, in otir infancy of be- 
ing, fo thajt by the proper exercife of oqr 
own faculties, and the induftrious improver 
ment of the opportunies which are afforded 
us, we may be prepared, for a better and haph 
pier ftate hereafter. The true happinefs of 
man confiileth in feeing God, and bein^ ta^r 
tisfied with his likenefs; the foundation of it 
is laid jn our knowledge of good and evil, 
and the virtuous initin^ and afiedtions plant- 
ed in Qur. qature: But to attain the perfeo 
, tion of it, we riiuft pafs through a prepara- 
tory difcipline, and to that purpofe our ftalc 
Jjgre is adapted. Th^re is a variety pf gifts 

dif. 
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jdi^nsM to us by our gcaciou^.betji^y FaTSpRM^. 

th§r, CO feme more, Jto fonui, fewer, wbidi XIL 

anfwer ,>fee.eo4 of oir prefent cnji^menti^* 

but they have a, fertber view y they confti- * 

tii|e Qur ft^tt of jyc^tippj ami givp.; fiwjpe 

for the. exercife of evcty good |)rijwple and ; 

diipofitioa in us; aad livft^glk tu^ fbil-' 

dren of tife^Jigbt^^ iv^: fp ttfing them-, ^f/c^^t 

4«ally incyeafe ia virtue^ gnd a| lafl;,gi5()v^c,up: 

to a meetnefs for partajcu^g^ of the ioh^^it^nce * 

of the fa^ts in lights .,;,,: 

Bat if, oij the contrary, we ace vi^uft la 

Qur great inafter, apd to ourfelves,- ^hiat [s^^ 

t9 our bi^ft wtereft, in j' the, Iftlie^ wW^b 

|s nowxopaqiittcd to us, -we thereby for-^ 

feit tb6,greateft good wi^ are capabl? gf, an^ 

dqjMriye porfejves of the true riches: Jf in |hft 

firft trkl which Qod-'tkkg(^ ^i os^ ^aiB moral 

«|^s 4arii)g o^r ipi^siifuijft ftatti^jow &m 

fif chijdhiqod, I ro?an byftbaltthg whp^.of 

p\\v beiqg ip tbis;^qrld^ .wp do>pot fl^r^^o^ 

per pgrt, but ,are gjtveij.ttp to indojence. ai4 

Xloth, and to a prodjgal wafte of onf^taj^gj^^ 

confumingibem i(^^2^r i^i^ thip<:oQi^ueqces 

of this£blly,andwicl^qie:^^^ nat^i:^}}^^ 

by the juftjudgmpm 9f Go^^ ^lewefo us^ip 

^very ikgc^of qor c^^ii^ei^Qe ; of wjii^h thqrp 

is a famili^ in(lanqe^?veiy day before., ijs 

in tbafe, unhappy (jerfon^ wha lyiyiogfto^ 

Z 4 ' " ^carly 
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SxRM.iearly yondi otiftiuMety itfiAfed th« fieift id- 

XIL flibdioii% fat the moft tptft coMiime unre- 
' cbimed through tbejr wilote Uvtt6, and bring 
theitifeiv«s tb a miferabk «nd. 

|^ui^(hefef<ff«, lUwayfi confider oilifeiir^ 
at tio«^ under proboridn and difcipt&ie, and 
that eternal con&qaencts of thie grdMtift mo- 
i»en( depend opc^ dur prefent oondad. 
N<yv^ J8 tfate ibed^na^^, ift^h/raidfr «otoedi 
theharveft^ «8 evciy man foweth, fo (hall 
he reap, be who foweth to the fejh, Jhall (f 
^ ^^ ^^P f*/r»/if/fl» } ond he who foweth to 
the fpiHti JhdUtf the ^fftirit reap life ever^ 
hfiing^ ^al. vi. '8. I>fow we are children^ 
end kccordihg to out befaavioor in this 
iuxtt fo AmII bnr condidon be when ^we ar-* 
live to TOatority, happy or naifcrjiWe : 'Hie 
ehaditeft of B^ feaH' then'be perfda men ; 
^t #hich -n hi >^^\\ be tatoen away 
ivhea thsft ti4»ieh ii {Jfciffta is come, -and 
ihey^Q "know even as they anec known t 
dieir Bddity in Btk ChsW be ^Waidtid in 
HtuA^ Which fiiall never be fbi^iitd, neirer 
lott.- But the cbftdreH of darkneftihasvag 
ifiRedup'tUe meaihre of their &is, fiiall ar- 
tiste to "fcll giown ttiifery, which St. Jiuk 
Tcr. 13'. cdUeth the Hackrufi of darinefi fof 
eixr. New is the ncceped timet 'fww is th 
iijy offbhatioH j you hare a j^^pot into 

your 
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yoar hevittls to g)et wifdon and td^t ^f>*~)SERM« 
pindTs, y(» htvc your matter's ]goods cblo- ^^^ 
naitted to ymr triift, oooupy wkh them ia 
expeflation of his comiDg : I>o not hide, 
thfcm in the canfa^ nor wafte them riot- 
oafly, ^ hh will coite to xmll you to ao-. 
cdunt*. . ■ 

The third obl^rvationi is, that Hjat dii{)gt 
of this worl4 cobmiitted to our triift<ire not 
<tur o^xi^ hut the 'property .of sTfiother ; but 
tfee^kftsof God, ^grbnted as the reward of cor 
improVidg them faithiu^y, have a nearer 
and more immedbiie ttlatipn to ourfelves,, 
and a ttrldt inift^arable tonpie£lion with our^ 
happinefs, Ver. i ?, and if ^ haw not bem 
faithful in that ivkicb is an^the^'s, who 'wOl 
giw you ttmt ^ichis yaurtmm? Thethiq|^ 
vMdi kre . hiA to be 9t«)i)her\ ^t)<^ t^ 
tao^hteotts masrfmoAy and >others like it^ 
God « the ^vereign propraetor of ttkm^ 
dx^nfiog thein, not as ia jd^e, imt^is ati 
sbfiJote Lord, to whom,, audio wbit knea^ 
fovts'he thinketh fie, and, in «feme &nfe, for 
the ccmmbn ixmeftt <xf mankind^ "the tmnei6«* 
diate poS^on Ixing only tnxfteiK account* 
abie to him ; diey are foceign to the cohftiM 
Mition of this hunban nature, and their iife* 
Ailnefs to it is omly aocidenflal and temporary : 
•iBtit the oih^ goods^ viteootts iBtegrity aiui il^ 

favour 
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Serm. favour of God, enter deeper into the' foul, 
XII. and by its eflemial fiame, arc-a hesra: failing' 
'({^ing of joy and confoktioti to it in every 
ftatc of exiftencct 

Iris'Very furprizing that a noan, who fo 
mtich loveth and is devoted to himfelf^ be- 
ing naturally and necd&rily fo determined, 
fhould be i^ igridraHt, as ihany are, what 
fbat felj really is, and thereby be mifled to 
ptete his affedions on fdmething eUe inftead 
of it By the leaft attention every man wilt* 
fee, that what is meant by himfdf is the 
fene perfon or intelligent agent,- the thinks 
Tug confcious /, which' rentiait^th unaltered 
in all ch^es of CQiidition, from the remem^ 
brafice of his ^arlieft thoughts and adlions to 
tst pitfent moment. How remote from thi% 
jre riches, power, honour, Isiealth, llrengtb, 
the matter ingredknt in the compofition cyf 
tbejbody, and even )ts limbs, which niay be 
all loft, and felf ftill thefame ? Thofe things, 
iharefore, zxtnot our Gwn^ meaning by that^ 
what' moft properly and unalienably belong- 
eth to ourfdves ; we bold thein by a unoer^ 
tain, precarious tenure, they come and- go^ 
while the fame conlcious thinking being* 
which is ftridly.the man himfelf, continueth 
unchanged, in honour and diftmour, ia 
riches and poverty, in iickne(Land health, and 

all 
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9IL (he Qther difibrences of our outward ftadl 9b rm« 
^nd as wc are not fecure of continuing.iii Xn, 
pofleilion of th^fe thipg^, for which reafcm^ 
they are not our own qr bclopging to our^ 
ielves, felling wh^t is fo cannot be i^parated 
from us ^ fo the remembrance of them whea 
pafl: can give us np pleafur?: What latisfec- 
tipn hath the mind on reflecting qn former 
external enjoyments ? The remembrance of 
having abujfed.thpni is^ bitter j- the remcm*- 
l)rance of havinjg^ poi|efled the^n is but jc^^ 
jcfsi an4 injSpid, N^y, M they remain with 
U8| what pop^t qin th^y {ifford the mind 
in. its. great^ft n^ed ? ^^fpepi^Uy. when, we 
iland 4xpon ^tytvj^ qf M^^ ^ndiawfol ete»- 
juty lieth before us, Horn Ittk jwetence, 
,thOTy have thefe thingatabe calkdourwht? 
.Hp^fvlittle wpi^th^ tpf our earaeil defires ajMi 
, cares? ; - :: [ - ; ;;,.. ., .| 

But on the contrary, a.ft^ :of r^li^iQHs 
/virtu^y whi^h it is the ioteutiotl of chriftiaDi^ 
tp bring us %o^ and which is the^ immediaie 
.tSoSi of in^proving our talents diligendy and 
^ithfully, that fungJpm 0/ God v)bich is 
right eoufnefs^ and feace^ and joy in the IMy 
Gho^i this is Qf.g quite diiferent kind, it 
cntereth into qur veryfelves, anddofclyad* 
Jiereth tP ^S; it improveth our nature, re- 
.^neth and enlargeth jts nobleil powers ; it is 

To 
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SsftM^fii ttobdi mr 4W^ iM lo ^bcome our xreiy 
301 tei^pcr, mi the mIfOg btnt of onr minds ; 
^liifeit is nothing we are moire dtredly con* 
fOAisbf inott(^l\^, th^<g6bd dif|>oiidons 
wmI g«>d aftiohs ^obecdhig from tlicm, 
ftLtA the tonfcioafnefe fe always Jttxompanied 
«<ilh 4dight. The good iriin is fliereforfc 
yofisfied fr&m hmjelf, bAcatife his fatisfaAion 
^2eth from ct i^view of his goodnefs which 
fjihtimately his xrwn: And thoqgh our Sa- 
iwour fecmeth here to rtpcefent it asgiveti 
(indeed ©dd is the original Author of aU 
gaod gifis^ the powders of bur nature ane de- 
rived frolnliim^ and afl our enjoyments) yet 
fhe foul cimiot feiit ^em fiticerdy ^ood 
«i%^0iis4iiKl ^Mkfes, i«'the real inward ex:<- 
«ellendes d iis Mature ; and they are a laftw 
Mg i^ring of fJ«ifare to it 5 it^oyeth them 
pot only when prefent but paft, they tjreia 
£i{){)oft undbr indumhent calamities, and fill 
the mind with «o«ftdence of a good iSife 
wcA future htppitfefs, becaufe' h iis im(>ofii6le 
wjt to thinlc chat tiie ^ipreme Power, who 
govemeth the \rorid, {S pleafed with them» 
And thefe gifts md caMmg of<iod are wifb^ 
cut repentMctj fof^ as dur Saviour '&kh, #^ 
4iving ^water vobicb begiwtby the £ilutary doc- 
trine of the gofpel dee{:Ay imprinted dn '#ie 
heart, trai^armii^ it, md producing real iiK 

ward 
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ward xtXipon^ Jhall be a well of water Jpringing S e r m. 
»/t unto everlajling life. Let us, thercfbce, be XIL 
faithful in the little oow .comioitted to U6»^ 
and diligent in improving the opportunities 
we enjoy in our ftafie of tri^ and difc^linc} 
fo (hall we have in the pre&nt time an hun^ 
dred fold recompence, of that which is our 
own^ the increafing perfeSion of our natu r e^ 
and true (atisfying enjoyment, and in the 
world to come an exceeding end iternal weight 
^ glory. 
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-SERMON Xllt 

Of the BLEisBD^ESis of the purd 
in Heart* 



MATT. V. 8. 

Blejfed are the pure in hearty for tbey Jhalt 
fee God^ 

Serm. as man is a rational and moral agents 
XIII, jLJLhis felicity muft principally depend on 
moral qualities, efpecially becaufe they are 
not only the higheft perfedion of his na- 
ture, and the beft improvement of its po- 
wers, but they bring him neareft to God 
the fountain of all excellence and blefled- 
nefs, are the moil exad refemblance of his 
original glorious perfections which the crea«» 
tures are capable of, and the moft imme- 
diate preparation for his favour; in other 
words; there is a neceflary connexion be- 
tween virtue and happinefs ; a virtuous and 
jrejigious temper of mind and tenor of life 
is, as St. Peter calleth it, a participation of 
a divine nature^ the likenefs of the divine 

moral 
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(2(f the Blejidnefsofjbe Pure in Heart. . 35 v 
tnoral attributes, and the nearefl approach SerMw 
which finite beings can make to the moA; XIIL 
perfed: and unchangeable beatitude of the ^ 
Supreme Being. Men have enjoyments 
(uitable to the animal lower part of their 
nature, common to them with other fenfi-^ 
tive creatures, and they have inftindts which 
determine them to the purfuit of objeds re- 
lating particularly to their prefent conditioa 
of exiftence, in which and the enjoyment ^ 
arifing from them the wife difpofer of all 
things hath manifefted his great bounty. 
But moral redtitude and goodnefs is the 
nobleft accomplifhment of the human mind, 
and qualifieth it for the greateft glory and 
happinefs it can poffibly attain to, even the 
glory of beholding the face of God, and the 
iatisfaftion which refulteth from his like- 
nefs 5 or as our Saviour fpeaketh in the text, 
the pure in hearty which charafter compre- 
hendeth all moral goodnefs, are bleffed, for 
they Jhall fee God. Ift difcourfing on thefe 
words, I will, 

Firjl^ Confider the qualification, purity of 
heart I and. 

Secondly, The bleilednefs annexed toit^ 
which 1$ feeing God. 

.2 Firjf/ 
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352 Of the Bkjfednefs of the Pure in Heart 
ScRM* Pi^fiy ^^^ qualificatbn, purity in heart. 

XIII. Wc find very often in the facred writings, 
' purity and impurity applied to the hearts 
and to the works of men, fignifying moral 
goodnefs and turpitude; and the figure is 
cafily underftood and very exprcffive ; for as 
outward cleannefs is naturally pleafing to men, 
and the contrary raifeth a very difegrceablc 
fbnfation, fo moral agents having as natu- 
rally a fenfe of right and wrong, of beauti- 
fUl and deformed, of honeft and vile, in 
chara(%ers and actions, that which is good 
and virtuous is approved, and that which is 
jcvil is difapproved as odious ^nd abominable 
to all well difpofed minds, efpc^iiglly that 
perfedlly holy being who is of purer eyes than 
that he can behold iniquity. This notion 
was particularly very fapaili^r to the Jews, 
(and from the writii>gs of the old teftament 
is transferred to the new) being very much 
-inculcated In their law, which contained fp 
many ordinances concerning cp^rempnial-un- 
cleannefs and purification, prdbably on pur- 
pofe to teach the Xfraelitqs, and put them in 
mind of the malignity of fin, and theneccf- 
fity of forfaking it. 

» New, it certainly is the heart, compre- 
hending the will and 2iffb€kipns> which is 
the principal feat of purity and impurity in 
- the 
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Ofthi Bleffednefs of the Pure in Bei^. 3f3 
the n^oral icnfe ; according tq tb<^ habi)wtl Se rm>^ 
bent of thofe diredtirtg and a^lisre powers, XHi 
ib w^^^t moral characters of men ^ and ac- 
OMrding 4o the determinations of tfaen^ in 
particular inflances^ fo are their work& ^(^ 
8^n is properly called buman^ uplcii? it b? 
Xb far from the heart, as tg bf done witl^ 
deiign ; nor is any aAion moral ^ithout the 
concdnence of the afFe(aions ; Ifthatwhid^ 
is acd^entally done without any intention, 
(l(hQuld produce the mofl beneficial cj^eds^ 
there h no virtue nor praife^ and if the 
wofft cpufequences foUoyr what 19 donf 
^when no evil defign can reafonably I?f £fp^ 
ppifd) it is not imputed as a qri»n}Ns» pujr 
^viour le^^heth. Matt. ^i. 2S^ ^i^tagoo^ 
jfUfn^ otft cf the good treafure rf bis hes^h 
iringethfiirtb good things i and m (vi/ «M9, 
Wt jofihe evSi treafure of his hart, hringetb 
fjortk tviJ things. N^Khing thecefbne cstn doe 
<kf\gceater importance than purity of Jbear^, 
4br undeanneft remaining there dtriveth a 
•ilain .upon the coiiverfation, and.defilelh the 
^manfc The heart is the fpring of our ac- 
ti(Mi&, and £ro^ It all impurities in life pro* 
xeed; Matt. xv. 19. Out tf the heart pro-^ 
ceed £vil thought s^ and not only they, but 
evil works, murdersy adulteries, fornicatS" 

. Vo L. IV. A a . <w<> 
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354 CfthehkpdnefioftheTureinlbari: 
SerMo w$^ tbrfts^ falfe witnefs^ blafpbemm f tbijk 
TOXL. art the tbmgs which defile a man. 

Though, as I fhall afterwafds tk^ty 
regularity bf life, and ait adual bbedience 
to the divine pr efcepts in bur praftiee^ is ab«- 
folutely neceflary to our acceptance with 
God, and to our feeing him ; yet ftiH it is 
to be rcmeilibcred that this nnift be finCere, 
tiiat is, rauft proceed from good afFedions. 
No one liirely will imagine that there is anjr 
moral gOodnefs, or any thing pleafing tb 
God, ih a mere cxtcrwally regular courfe oF 
behaviour of abftinence from grofs fins, 
^hich doth not proceed from thelove of 
God arid of righteoufnefs. A ittari may be 
determined to the fame outward conduft \ij 
a Yariety of motives, arid perhaps to an ap*- 
pearanicd of virtue, by motives intirely fct* 
'fiih and worldly \ he may find it neceffiiry 
to abfbdn from Debaiichery for ikving ex-^ 
pence J hemay put on a dilgoi& of tempe- 
rance^ jufUce^ and piety, to obtain a repa-- 
, nation in the world ) and ye^ acoocdiiig ta 
our Saviour's comparUbfli Matt, xziii; ajy 
%%. he is only like a wbited fefukbrt vMcb 
4ippearttb beautiful Mt^ardfy^ but within is 
fail 4f rottitmefs and uncleannefSy fo it ap^ 
ftareth rigbtems before men^ but within is 
full of bypocrify and iniquity. Reraepober^ 

therefore^ 
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t)ftbe hlejfednefi of the Pure mliea?t: 3 jj 
therefore, the diredion which our' Lord S-ermI 
there giveth, ver. 26. Ckanfefirfithatnvhich XEU. 
h nAithin the cup and platter^ that tbsGU0d& ^ 
may be clean alfo 5 tb^ is, let your fkft car4 
be, that the thoughts and purpofes of the 
heart be iincerc and pure, which wfli. de*^ 
rive not a decaicy.only, aiid external luftr© 
on your life and adlions, but innocQiioeiand 
righteoufhefs. . .. r ^ 

As I obfervcd bcfcMf^ that purity of heart 
is the fum of virtuous .and religions recStk 
tudc and goodnefs, the true meaning gf it 
h fmcerityy in which mcraLperfcf^iori cf^ 
ientially confifteth ; biit as perifedion is ap-i 
plied to men in this ibte of trial and infirm 
mity, it muft be underftood in a qualified 
fenie. The fcriptur^ geperaUy n^aneth the 
fame thing by the perfe<5t and upright mapi 
for thefe two charafters are oftep, joined to* 
gethcr, and the lattcc explain^th the former* 
The fincere man hath the perfedion or pu- 
rity of heart which can be attained in this 
ftate, that is, virtuous affeiStions are preva^ 
lent in him, and he is habitually difpofed 
to do that which is good; though- in ano- 
ther foife he is imperfeft, defedive in know- 
ledge, and there are temptations or occafions 
of evil arifing from the frailty of his prefent 
'ftate, fo that he is in danger of falling, and 
A a 2 ^ frequently 
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3 j6 Of the Blefeinefs 4 the Pure in &^rf. 
SERM.frequend7 doth M into error tlirongh \gf 

^COI. aonocc or inadvertdtocy. But this is this 
^firft and moft abfolutely i^eceEary part of 
his €hara6:er, that he doth not trefpa^ 
againft his knowlec^^ su>r> inducing vici-> 
tm af!e€Hons^ will allow himi^^f to do any 
thing which he believeth to be wrongs or 
h aniGbas doubtetb. 

But k is not fufficicnt to religious per-* 
fedtioii or purity of betr^ that we Ido not 
ftJSb againft the prefent con virion of our 
Blinds i k is fartbet nece&ry that we Ihould 
not be undbr the domi£»on of any finfiri ii>- 
cKnadon, any vicious habit or pai&rn^ which 
ibmetimes blindeth the underibudiJig^ i<> 
thaft the evil of it is not difoerncd; Various 
and ifi^rf tinhappy are the efteifts^r prevail- 
ihg vice on the minds of men^ Soiatetimes 
ttgoecbibfar as to niake them'dfiieUcve 
or hefkate concerning die great itsd fenda* 
mental principles of religion, fiich as the 
being and attributes of God, his tpower, wiT- 
doni, and goodnefs, and his protidence a& 
exercifing a condnual care ov^cr his crcar 
tures, particularly his fervants. This uBk 
l>elief or doubting doth not arrfe from mere 
wcakncfe of underftanding, but from difaf- 
feaion to God, atid goodnefs, and iflroiig 
prejudices againft the firft principles^ reli- 
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Of the Blejfednep of the Pun in Heart, 3 57 
gion, becaufe of their dircdt and immediate 8E|iMi 
tendency to holinefs and virtue; It is there- Xllf^ 
fore juftly called in fcripture, an evil beari^ 
'^unbelief in departing from the living God. 
I rem this it is neccflary, firft of all, our 
minds (hould be pure, that fo they may 
feel the force of the great motives to piety 
and virtue, or that an hefitation concerning 
them may not render u« unftable in the 
pra6lice of it. 

But corrupt afifedions indulged produco. 
that impurity which vitiatetb the heart, 
whether a difclief of religious truths, or wa- 
vering about them be theeffe^of it or not 
Prevalent vicious inclinations and habits do 
not always make men infidels or fcepticks^ 
though fonaetimes they do, but they always 
make them infincerc: Very often, through 
inconfideration and not attending to the ut* 
ter inconfiftfcncy which there is between the 
jaiioeiplep of piety and their wicked difpofi- 
jtipRs apd pra£M?55, bi^d men retain the laj^- 
tcr without giving pp the former, and flatter 
themfelves that tbsy ar« as found bolkve^ 
;ftsanyM»ll» npy, 9fld make a merit of their 
pfthodcgcy, though they live wickedly in 
defiance of it. 

But whatever our Mief be, fiippofe our 

perfiiafion of rdi^ufi principles to beearer 

Aa3 fo 
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15$ Of tU Blefednefsof the Pure ittHeart 
S EitM, fo firm, and that they have fuch influence 
^V^* as to produce a zeal for them, and even a 
'partial obedience, yet if there be a predo- 
minant corrupt affedion ftill obftinately re- 
tained, the heart divided between this and 
virtue, is an impure one. This is the ftatc 
of mind which our Saviour reprefcnteth by 
the allufioja of an evil eye, in his fcrmon on 
the mount, Matt. vi. 22, 23. ^be light of 
the body is the eye^ if therefore thine eye he 
Jingle^ thine whole body pall be full of light ; 
but if thine eye be evil, thy whole body/hall b( 
full of darknefi\ if then the light that is in 
fhee be darknefs, how g feat is that darknefs? 
As the vitiated organ of fight is moft dange- 
rous/to the body, leaving it without any 
proper guidance ; fo if the judgment con- 
cerning moral differences, and the true na- 
ture and importance of things which relate 
to our duty, and our happinefs, be depra- 
ved and miiled by . covetoufnefs, for in- 
ftance, (which in fcripturc is fometinMs 
meant by the evil eytf) or by any other 
corrapt defire or vicious habit, though the 
notion of divine truths is not* wholly ex- 
tinguifhed, but they-s^pear in it wr(X)g 
or a very faint lights in fuch a cafe, the 
ftatc of the foul is ^ery unhappy, and the 
moral condudtcf ^at man on vhkii.iiis 

true 
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true felicity dependeth* is under no ji^ft di« Se RM* 

rcdicMit. xiilf 

In a woFd, the purity of the heart con*' 
fifteth in iimplicity and ^odly fincerity^ a 
deliverance from prevailing pafHons, viciou; 
propeniitieSy apd irregular aj(Fe£tions^ fo that 
the mind is impartially difpofed to attend tQ 
the clear evidence of truth and duty, and to 
follow its direction. But it doth not ftan^ 
in a precife poin(, it admitteth of various 
degrees, and we fliould always endeavour tp 
^malce progrefs in it. No man in this im-* 
perfed: flate is fo happy as to be wholly 
ireei from the leaft degree of infincerity, that 
\% of a f$;cret Ipias on his ipind ipifleading 
hiip op particular ocjpafions. Habitual iin« 
cerity is the habitual prevalence of good af- 
fe^lions, and a general governing difpofition 
to do whatever we can difcover to be right. 
This is abfolutely neceiSary to our accept- 
ance with God and feeing him« AAual iio- 
cerity is an impartial difpofition to difcovQr 
wktt is rightf and to do it in the pr<^fent parti- 
cukMrinflapcepf Qur cQiidp<$, having our minda 
unbi^edand free fropi thcmiile^dinginflu* 
cnce cf »ny paflwn, or any private and felfi(li 
motive whatever^ This vve (houldalways aipi 
ftt and endeavour to grow in it ; then fhall we 
a^e o(ir hearts as pure bpfore Qodi apd 
Aa4 the 
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^6« Ofibe Bieffednefs (f the Pureik BfarA 
Si: ft M« the tcftimony of confcicnce concernir^^ou* 
^'''* finccrity will yield us folid inward, peace^ 
ftbd^h uhdislken confidence towards hwA. 

But'ftlU We ought to remember that pu-fc 
Hty of heart muft be accomp^ed with 
tdeirinefe of hands, which is indeed the only 
certain evidence of it. Thefc two are of^ 
ten cxpreflly joyned in the fcripture declara- 
tions, and are never feparated in the inten- 
tion of ariy of them. When the Plalmift 
puttethtbe queftion, PfaL xxiv. 3. WhojhaU 
nfcend into the hill of the Lord^ and whojhall 
fidnd in his holy place ? That is, who fhall be 
an approved worfhipper, and enjoy the fe* 
vour of God, the fame in fenfe wiihfieing 
him 5 the anfwer is in the 4th ver. He that 
hath clean hands ^ and a pure heart. Thefe 
two muft necefl&rily go together, aH ibey 
are in the nature of the thmg infeparabde. 
Vain are all the pretences to inward p&rity, 
when the courfe of a man's outward ac- 
tions is wicked* It is ^ry tnus diat what is 
Wttfain the cup or platter muft fiiA be dlNmf- 
ed, 4hat the outiide may be clean ; thttt is, 
fmnets in order t6 refoiid tkeir \m^ muft 
firft change th^ir minds, which it the tite- 
tal fignifkation of die wordfwe c^ommon- 
ly *ranflale repenting in the new tdftaMett, 
and it IS from thinking on their waya^bat 

they 
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Of the BkfiSefs rftbe Pure in Begirt jdf 
thtey take their rife to the tutting of ]thctrS:BKiiA: 
fbtf to Gods teftimonies, and keepiog hta XIIL 
convnandments : We muft firft bethink our-^ 
&lve93 ^^ being fully fenfible of our crr6rs» 
and of the folly> the turpitud^^ and anpro--> 
fitablenefs of fin, ^come tp a fixed refolutioti 
and purpofe of heart, that we will break it 
oflf by repentance, and the praftice of righ- 
teoufnefs; ail the preparatory exercifes o^ 
the mind, its good difpofitions and purpofe% 
jnay be comprehended in purity of heart i 
but in the adual amenda>ent of our way% 
and the practice of righteoufnefs they muft 
terminate, elfe they are abortive and wholly 
in vain. 

As repentance is, according to the gofpd, 
the eiOfential condition of our obtafining the 
favoor of God, it is the current dodrioe of 
the {acred writings that it is not compteateci 
in the heart itielf, but mnft neceflarily end 
in the refornuition of the \ik^ aAd in the 
pra&ice of thofe virtues vsrfaich arc dire^y 
ccHHrary to the fins we had before botn 
guilty of. Thus Jdn Baptijt, whaifft 
declared the coming of God's kingdom, or 
the chriftian d^^peniation, and taught re* 
pentance ios^JM remiffion of fins, eiqdaiii« 
eth it very dearly and particularly in the ^ 
chapter of St. Luke's gorpel» from the lOttb 

Vcrfe, 
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36« Oftbi Eieffedhifs of the 9ur£ /> Heart. 

SBRM.vtrfe, when he called upon his hearers to 

XIII. fcpcttt, and urged it by very ilirong mo 

tivc8, they enter into converfation upon it, 

and afk him what he intended they ihould 

do ? The fubftance of his anfwer, fliewlng' 

the true nature of that repentance which he 

preached, was, that they (hould alter their 

courfe of action, and do good works dircft-r 

\y oppofite to their former tran(greffions, rc-» 

pairing, as far as they could, their negledf 

find tre^flfes, by fubftantial fruits of piety, 

juftice, and mercy; and he accommodateth 

his exhortations to their various circumftan- 

ces, the common people he diretfted, in- 

ftead of outward ceremonies and forms in 

;whicb the religion of that time chiefly con- 

rfiAed; to abound in works x>f charity, and 

to part with what might well be fpared oiit 

'of their plenty, for. the relief , of their indi»- 

.gent fellow-creatusaes. The tasc-gatbecera^ 

called Publicans^ h& exhorted to perfboB 

what was given them in charge,, juftly and 

'nercifuUyj never extorting, from any, aK>re 

tbanr what the due and faithfttl difcharge of 

their^ office required; and he charged the 

*£3l(tiers that they, ihould not behave them- 

*felves iniblenlly and opprefiively, but be 

:content with their wages, ^ -This was.tdbe 

^ 'Baptyi% dodrific of repentance ; *apdk[4may 

eafily,^ 
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Of the Bleffednefs of the Pure in Heart. ^6$ 
cftfily, and by a parity of rcaibn, be applied S£m^^ 
to all the various relations^ circumfknces, XIIL 
and conditions in life. In general, if mea^ 
would repent, let, them forfake their wicked 
ways and unrighteous doings, and turn to 
the Lord ; and in particular, let him tbatJioJe^ 
Jleal no more ; let him that hath been covet- 
ous, break off that evil habit by ads of be- 
neficence, and (hewing mercy to the poor j 
I^t the vicious and debauched become chaile 
and temperate ; the proud and wrathful put 
on bowels of mercies and humblenefs of minc^ 
forbearing the weak, and forgiving the in- 
jurious. 

Agreeable to this, is the whole flrain of 
the New Teftament writings, as may. be 
eafiiy ihewn,. for they continually inculcate 
iht necefGty of reformii^ our lives, bringiag 
, forth the fruits of righteoufnefs, temperance^ 
patience, and charity j of putting off concern^ 
ing the former ccnverfation^ the old man wbicb 
is corrupt y according to deceitful JufiSy andfmir 
ting on the new man^ which after God is creatr 
ed in true boUnefs^ I fay, they inculcate tl^ 
neceffity of this as that whereby all good dif- 
pofitions, faith, repentance, the love of God^ 
or whatever is comprehended in fincerity or 
purity of heart, or is a qualification for chy 
taining the divine favour, is made i^kSt. 

And 
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%H OftheBleJeMp of the Pun in Beat). 

8£tM» And if we attend to the reafon of the cafe, 

Xltf* it wiH cvidcriUy appear that the dodrine of 

' the fcripture is pcrfeiftly agreeable to it j for all . 

rational and moral powers and a^Pedions are 

in order to adion, and it is only by their 

effefts we can difcem them and acknowledge 

their being; it is thus we judge of wifdom, 

kindnefs, or any amiable or virtuous ^uality^ 

ftnd io we muft judge concerning iincerity 

and purity heart ; by its fruits we Jhall know 

it \ and muft conclude, as the apoflle teach-p 

^ih, Beb. X. 22. if nve would dranv near t9 

God with true hearts in the ajfuranee of faith ^ 

our bodies mufi be wajhed with pure water 

(our lives purified and reformed) as well 

as our hearts fprinkled from an evil con^ 

jHence^ and that this latter without the other^ 

is in vain pretended to* I come now in the 

A^rt place, 

, Secmdfy, To cdnfider the bleflcdnefe an* 
iiexed to the qualification, whidi hath been 
-lexpilained, and it is feeing God. The divine 
4MiBg is not the objefi: of our external ienies • 
fae is invifible, a pure ^irit, whom no man 
Jfothjeen at any time, nor conjee j nor indeed 
is he, at leafl; in our prdent (late, the imme- 
diate objcd of an intelledtualvifionj for now 
we fee. him but daridy and through aglajs: 

There 
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Of the Blefftd^fs of the Pure in Ueart. %^ 
T^^e are thii^s ^fientkdly di^i^nt £:opa&eRAf. 
boc^y and all hs properties, of which V9^ ^^^ 
liarVQ as clear, and didinft perceptioos as w«»^ 
have of ienlNe objeds, by the meaner €|^4>«2r 
corporeaUM-gans ; we know our oW9thiQU|^USA 
«id cor inteUctiStttal powers by an inward 
codfeioufneis, and moral ^ualides with theii; 
necfcflary differences are as dirediy peroexved 
by:an i<Uernf4 (en^e of thermindp as thcfigose 
apd cdoar of exl^ded |)pUc is by ow t^r^ 
lemal %hti but none of our int^iive facid^ 
ties can Feadi to the fuprenaf fmnd^ an4y aa 
the apdftla: tu^ the byifible things of hm, 
his eternal power and godhead, are onlj 
^a, king underfiood by tie things that ar^ 
«M^; that is, we are left in the way of 
feaiboing from t&&s tp thi&r caufei^ [tq 
CQlfeft has ^ciftmce and his amibutes^ 
from the vifibk beauty and order of tl^ mu- 
verfe, we rationally infer the being and per*- 
ibdions «f its great Author, which though ft 
hR convmaxxg, and fo &r iatisfyiqg to atten* 
^ye weU d|(poled minds, ^ to be a jufl fouBr 
4ati<m of their Jiomage to the Deity^ ^nd 
iirfScient to rfpder others jiiexcu^bde in t^ck 
^n^iMeiy and^iKgleding to wc^rfhip hio^ ynC 
:it is &r rfiom being fo clear and af&dingto 
^oiind, a6an4mnaediat&intvitbn would be*, 
^t yet fuch a knowledge of God may be 

attained. 
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^66 X)ftbe Bkffednefs of the Pure in Heart. 

Serm. attained, even in. this imperfei^ ftate, where- 

XUL in tvc think, and fpcak, and reafon like chll- 

^ drcn, fuch a knowledge of hira, I lay, may 

be attained, as, to exprefs the clearnefs of it; 

is caXted/eeifig bim. 

* In<he firft place, a firm and afFetSHonate 
perfiiafion of the great truths concerning bim> 
which are the foundations <^ religion, a clear 
and diftinA perception of his eternal being, 
of his independance and abfolute fupremacy, 
of his infinite power and w^om, of his moral 
attributes, and of his providence, preferving 
and governing the worW: And to the pei^- 
luafion and perception fo qualified as I havie 
mentioned, that is, clear and diiHnd, firm 
and affe<aionatc, purity of heart, contribtrt- 
eth very much. ■ It- is true, that men of very 
bad moral characters, of deprav^ dil^x>fition$, 
and wicked lives, may have good under- 
ftandings, a greater capacity than betfer nicn, 
of finding out by reafoning ind cS difcem- 
ing truth; but that is efpecially fpeculative 
troth, or fuch as doth not thwart dieir viceb 
and <dieir pafiions ; but in ^radtical points it 
is certain, that the afiFedtions hav6 a great in* 
fiuence on the judgment, and ^noen arc eafil^ 
induced to believe as their indinations direft 
them. One may venture to lay, Witbotft 
brcadi of charity, that athdfiiij or very im- 
— per. 
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O/' ibe Bkjpdnefs of, the Pi^e in Heart. '367 
pbrfeft, or groffly erroneoas notions concern- &^v. m, 
Ing the deity, have been principaily owing XIIL 
to the corruption of men's hearts, and ihe^ 
prevalence of their vices, which -made tfacdi 
wt like to retain God in their knowledge 5 and^ 
therefore, as the apoftlc 3^i7/?/«, chap^'i fi. 
tepreienteth infidels, and them that wavier 
in their belief of the articles cS rel^on, as 
double minded^ in another paffi^ of the 
&me epiftie, he prefcribeth it to men of that 
^arader, as the faeft cure of their unbeUeH 
:that,thcy (houU purify their bmrts^ ch, iv^ $• 
it is xieally not to be wondered at that men of 
wery bad lives, in whom nothing is pur^ 
ha fven their very mind and fonfiience is de^ 
Jiledf as the apbftle fpeaketb, that they (houl4 
bcaverfe to the. belief of principles, , which 
-uijft perpetually reproach their wickedneg 
and fill them with confounding fears ^ an^ 
Jiaving denied God in their wiihes and in« 
cHnatibns, wl^kh probably is the meaning 
-«f the Plaknift's expreflidn, the fool both 
fiudin his heart there is is no Gody they at 
laft, diverting their attention from the evi- 
dences oi that truth, bring themfelves to he- 
fitate concerning it But if it be not fo, and if 
they have no doubts at all about it, yet they 
coniider it only as a matter of mere fpecula^ 
tiooj and their perfuafion wanteth the cha* 

rafter^ 
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$68 Of the Bleffednefs of the Pure in t^^art. 

.BzRM.nQcn of clear, diftlnd^ and a^dionatei 

XllL it bath no influence upon their temper, nor 

* prodttoeth any deirout acknowledgment of the 

Deity. Such was the vain fcience of the 

jGreeks, who profcffing to be wife, became 

jR)Qfi(h, being vain in their imaginatiai^ 

and having their hearts darkened, of whom 

St. Patd feith, Rom. I 21. not that tiiey 

were ignorant of the Deity, ,fbr they knew 

Um^ but they gloried him not as God, mr 

$»er£ tbdfikful \ dieir knowledge was wkhout 

-&e proper fruits, which it oij^fat to haise had 

dpon their difpolkions and their behaviour* 

rBut the iincere nqmd, pure and uiibiafedhy 

any irregular affecStion, a lover of virtue, €ri- 

tertaineth with pleafure the ide^ oTGod,^ not 

only as a felf-exiftent being, independent* 

infinitely powerfdl, and intelligent butiper- 

-fcdkly pure and good. 

^d to the producing tliis clear; .afied- 

tionate impreflion and belief . Gpd hiaiielf 

4oth co-operate by his fpirit. i cannot. im»- 

^gine there is any thing imitttetiigiUe in^ii^ 

pofingthat the Father of flight, /bf» ^ffioai 

-eFoery good and f erf e^ gift 49me&dovm, nebife 

-injpiratkn givefb men utuUrfiandrng^ wbK} 

.teachdth than difcretion even in theoddkiaty 

^s^trs of life, (and feme of ti}e mod iiiiigeiit 

ifearchers into nature, paarficuktly iato/:tfae 

human 
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Ofth(fBkffednefsQfthePureinHeart. 3$^ 
hamah conAkution» have found (hemfelvesSERM. 
unable to account even for thc^loweft fen- XHL" 
Prions Without refolving thcni ijito his will' 
and agency) that he (hould pomoiunicate the 
knowledge of himfelf, to th? good and well 
difpofed minds of men. But the fcripture is 
very exprefs on this head, attributing our 
knowledge of God to hia)fel|^ as ihe &)uiif ' 
tain of it, not only as he giygth us the 
original capacity of difgernin^ the evidences 
of his being, but the a(5:ual, and the ^a^^ 
dually incr^afing . manifeitations of his owii 
glory^ in proportiooa^ lye, are prepared for k 
by purity of heart* pvticularly, the N^w 
yeftament hath clearly eftablifhed , the doc- 
trine of the Bleffed Spirit the Cpnifortcr, as 
aconflant refident in t|)e church to teach 
chriilians and lead tbeoi in the way.of di:; 
vine truth. . It is this, heavenly inftru^loii 
which pcepareth and difpofeth men to re- 
ceive and (rf^ey the qliriftian doftring. Ow 
Saviour therefore' fakh, Jehnrit 45, refer- 
iog to the ancient prophecies, they jhallbe all 
taught of Qvd; every me^ tb&refQre^ that hath 
hejord and karned of the Father cometh to me ^ 
But (UU a teachable difpofition is abfokitelj^ 
neceSry on our part, .and according tp th^ 
degree of the honefty and fimplicity, or purity 
q{ the heart, fo is this inftrudtion communL- 

VoL. IV, Bb cated 
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Of the mpixitfsdfibePufrin Heart. ^ y;t 
the. nwodr, briageth to h a great deal of en- S.e rm« . 
tcrtaiaing c^dte, and cnlargcth all its power? ; XlII^ 
and thaagh there may be pain and diffi- 
culty io . the acquidtKHii and, in thtrienfe,. 
hsi thai increafetk knowledge^ inpreafeth fir^ 
rrm^ yet that pain is overbalanced by the 
attaiooneut, with g^at advantage and iatt&o 
f^dipn .to the diligent and well difpoied en* 
qutrer o£ truth. But there is a great difie«* 
rence in knowledge, the excellency of which 
chiefly dependeth on the quality of the 
obje^ and the importance of the enda 
which .it ferveth. The knowledge, or th© 
inteil^^uiil fight . here fpokco of, k ac- 
^prding to this rule the moft valuable^ 
bec^iife the objed of it is themoft: per&dlof 
all bdngs, it is the knowledge of the Holy, 
of Ood hiiAfelf, in which the mind peix:eivetl| 
a peculiar t?:anfcendent dignity, and it yieldr 
eth a pure intelledxial pJeafure, which dot^ 
j}pt arife from contemplation of any other * 
objed:: Befides, that it anfwereth the no- 
bleil: ends, the forming o^r teippers, aB4 
direding our pradioe to the imitasiopi 
of God, for, beholding ffis gl$ry^ i^e m^ 
(hanged into the fame image ^zjidk it prch 
pareth us for the enioyment of his favour^ 
which are the higheftpurpofei of oiw beings 

Bb2 / But 
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37* Of the BUpdnefs of the Pun in Heart 

Serm. But abflrading from thefe, which yet are 
XIII. the genuine efFcdh of the knowledge of God> 
^■^'"^^^'■^^or of feeing him, the contemplation itf^lf 
Is the mod glorious and delightful that the 
mind can be entertained with. If w& fee 
God in his true charafter, fuch as rcafbn and 
the fcripture reprefent him to be, governing 
the world with the nioft pcrfe6b Vifdom 
apd goodncfs, as well as irrefiftible power, 
intimately prefent with all his creatures, di- 
fcdking all their motions and changes to the 
greatefl and moft univerfal good, continually 
watching over his fincere fervants, with a 
tender care, -ordering all things, at prefent, 
in the befl manner for them, as he will at 
laft reward them with the greateft happinels 
they are capable of ; how delightful is the 
profpe€l ? Not only in itfelf, but every objedt 
we turn our eyes to, is (hewn in the faireft 
and moft amiable light j the feeming defor- 
mities of nature vanifh, nay, are turned into 
beauties, the darknefe of a£Bi6lion, and even 
of the (hadow of death, lofeth its horror, 
it becometh a perfed: regularity, as a part of 
the great plan of providence wifely con- 
trived in the whole for purpofes worthy of 
its blefled Author. Whereas, on the othw 
hand, if we do not fee God, nothing ap- 
peareth but hideous diforder and confufion. 
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(>fibe Bleffednefs of the Pure in Heart. 35^ 

There cannot be % more difmal view than that S £ tt k. 
of a fetherlefs world, where all things are guid- XIIL 
ed by blind chance^ or £ttal neceflity, without 
counfel and without goodnefs ; or, upon the! 
fuppofitic^, noC of atheifm, but wickednefs. 
God cannot be feen otherwiie than with ter- 
ror, a confeioufhefs of enmity againft him 
in our minds, by wicked works, miift fill 
them with a dread of his vengeance. The 
trae happinefs, therefore, only is afTuring our 
heart before God on the foundation of fince- 
rity J and blefled are they even now in thi$ 
prefent imperfe<5t fbite, whole hcsiX\!^fprinJded 
from an evil confcience^ and not reproaching 
ihem for impurity, can with confidence 
look to the Supreme Mind as fi'iendly to them^ 
and affedtionately relying on his perfect wis- 
dom, equity, and goodnefs, behokl him pre- 
fiding over their afiairs, and the afikirs of the 
whole world* 

Laftly, The pure in heart, fhall fee God 
more clearly and perfi:£Uy in the fiimre ftate, 
and be admitted into his immediate pre- 
fence and glory; nioe know now^ faith the 
apoftle, I Cor. xiii. 9. in part, but when that 
nobicb is perfeff is come, then that wbicb is 
in part fiall be done away. And at ver. 12. 
now we fee through a glafs darkty^ ha then 
face to face I now I know in part:, biU then 
Bb3 Jhall 
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'374 Of the Bkffednefs oj the Fure tti Heart 
Si&is.M.JbaIl I hmu even as aijo I am hmm^ Such 
Xin. a difference there is between our prefcnt 
knowledge and that which ihall be: attain- 
ed in the heavenly flate> as betvi^een.ft dark 
.diftant reprefeiiitation and a direct lou&todiate 
jntuition. Of this latter we We now a very 
iniperfe^ idea, but are helped to form f<Hzie 
apprehenikm of ks excellence above the pre- 
lent naethod of perceiving divine things, by 
an allufion to die dxfitfence between the 
knowledge we have of a man by de&ription, 
and (being htm wkh our eyes £tce to face, or 
between our knowledge of fuperior b^gs, 
which is very obfcure, and their compreben- 
five knowledge of us. This m always re- 
prtfented in ^dpture, as the fubibatkl ieii- 
dty of the ^orified faints, ftill, hcwcver, as 
upon a comparifon vzffAy tmoicesKHng ow 
.prefiait attainments, i J dm uu i. Now are 
we the fons of Gody but it dotb wt appear 
jwbat we Jball be^ but nve know that when be 
Jhedl appear y we fball be like bim^ f&r we Jkalt 
fee him as be iu And not only is ha great 
iiappine& in itfelf^ folly ^tisfying the under- 
*ftandkig with ^ cem^te knowledge of the 
beft objed; which Jtow k longcth fi)r, and 
a^iretk to wkh pain^ but becaufe of the ioi- 
wedistte influence which k hath upon the 
afFedkions^ ^and all the adlive powers of the 
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Ofthf BkJJidmfs.pfthe- Pure in Heart. Tff^ 
inind, transforming them into the ipia^c QtSjE.B.i^^ 
<Jod ; beholding tli glory of God npw a5ji\ Xl|5# 
a glafs, we are changed into tis likenefs, but'^TTv 
tliat.more perfcft fight in heaven will pro- 
<}uce a more perfed: fimilitude^ thus in thd 
paflage juft now refeiTcd to, i Jobniu^T,. 
We poall be like him^ for we Jh all fee him. as he 
is I and PJaL xviL 15. I Jkdll behold thy face 
in rigbteoufnefs^ when I a^joake (that is at the 
refurredion of the juft) / Jhall be fatisjied 
with thy likenefs. 

All the application I intend to make at this 
time of what has been faid, is only to re- 
commend to you fincere and conftant endea^ 
vours to purify your hearts more and more, 
that fo you may be qualified to fee God, as 
he is manifefted in the gofpel by Jefus Chrift, 
and fo be prepared for feeing him as he is 
hereafter. The defign of chriftianity is to 
declare the Father to us, to give us the moft 
delightful view of him, as in the exercife of 
his moft amazing love to finful mankind, 
and as propitious to us on the nioft gracious 
terms. But is Cbri/i the minifter of fin? God 
forbid. No. This is the meflage the apo- 
ftles beard of himy and have declared unto us, that 
God is light y and in him is no darknefs ; if we 
fay that we bavefellowjhip with him^ and walk 
in darknefs^ that is, in fin, we lie and do not 
B b 4 the 
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'376 Of the Bkjfehefs bj iht Puf^e tit Heirt 
^"EHM.ibe truth: Let us then not bring vain ohla^^ 

XlII: tiom^ oiir moft pkufible fervices will be an* 
abbmination unlefs we nvajhand make us clean^ 
iinlefs we ceafe to do ei)il and learn to do well^ 
which if we do, truly our fellowJl)ip Jhatt be 
with the father ^ and with bis fon Je/us 
Chrijl. 
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SERMON XIV. 

The Blessedness of the Peace- 
Makers. 

- ■ ■ ^ ■ ■ ^ - -^ > ■ ■ ■ * 

MATTHEW V. 9. 

Blejfed are the peace-makerSy for they Jkall he 
called the children of God. 

IT is one of our Saviour's charafters, that S e r m. 
he is the prince of peace, for of him XIV. 
certainly is that prophetic oracle to be under- ^ 
ftood, Ifa. ix« 6. vnto us a child is bortty unto 
us a fon is given^ and the gavemmentjhall be 
t^m his ft)Oulders j and his name Jkall be called 
wmderfulj cmnfellor^ the mighty God^ the 
everlafting Father ^ or the Father of the 
%g^, the new world and ftate of things, or 
the laft and moft perfi^d form of religion^ 
and the prince of peaces this laft relateth to 
iiis glorious performances, as the Mefliah or 
Saviour of finners, and to the dodrine he 
taught. The defign of chriftianity, the re- 
li^ous inftitution founded fay Jefus Chrift, 
was^ firft, to declare the glory of God, or to 
manifeft his high adorable perfections, and 
next, to reftore peace upon earthy} he is our 
peace^ faith the apoiUe,. Epb. ii^ 1^4, 25. not 

only. 
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37^ ^ Blepdnefs of the Peace-makers^ 

Serm. only, having reconciled us to God by thd 
XIV. b|oad of his crof^ but havipg colleded toge- 
ther unto one body, or one harmonious fo- 
ciety, whcre6f hittifclf is the bead, all the 
true worftiippers of God, on a catholkk foun- 
dation; for he hath made both Jews and 
Gentiles one, and, hatb brokpi down the mid-- 
dk wall of partition between ibem^ having 
abolijhed in bis fiejh the enmity j evem the law 
of commandments ' contained^ in ordinances^ for 
id make in bimfilf of twain one new man^ Jo 
making peace^ Purfuant to whkh the dcfiga 
of the gofpcl, and the eflfoft: of it where k is 
finccrely embraced, is the bfeflkig of a dif* 
lufivc peace among men, foretold by the 
prophet, -5^. it. 3, 4. when the law of chd- 
ftianity fhafl go forth out of Sion^ and tie 
word of the Lord from' yemfakm, the peofie 
JBaU heat their fmrds into' phwfiares^ anf 
their fpears into pruning hooisy nation JhaJl 
itot lift up fword againjt nation ^ nhther fl»edl 
ibey learn war ar^ more ; *hw figjurtftiirely de« 
fcribed in the i ith chapter of the fame book 
from the 6th vcrfe. The Kmllf pail dwell vi A 
the iamby and the kopardJhaU Jie dowmwM 
tBe kidy Ofidtbe calf and the young Jion^aml 
tb^ failing together, and a little cbsidfiM 
lead them ; and the cow and the bear Jballfad^ 
\hAr young onef Jlall lie down tegetber^ 4md 
-a the 
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/fef Ihn .fimll eat firms) like the ox^ ofui-tbe&'E'kM^ 
JucMng MM jhdl ploy on the hole of the afp^ XIV. 
and the', v&eaned- child Jhall put his band on^ 
the cockatrice's den ; that is^ men tbaM lay 
fifide tbeir (asage and fierce tempers^ and be- 
come afiediodate add friendly to bne ano- 
ther, as it is explained in th^ following words, 
they fioall not, hurt nor defiroymattmy holy 
mountain^ far the earth Jhall he fulhf the hfow- 
ledge of the l/nrd a$ tbewate^rs CGver tbeff^^^ 

: This being the true genii^^s and tendency 
x>f the: chriftian. religioO) it -was to be e3&- 
ipeded that the author of k fhbuid earneftly 
•lecocnmead a peaceable diippfition to aU his 
followers, and that ti»9 indeed (hoiiki :ise 
sokong his fkfl: and prrndpal inflra£tions« Ao- 
t^ordingly wefind that in this fermoia oq the 
snoiint, which containeth t^i^fam of Hs dm- 
* trine, nrhehiie is da:kring the fundamental 
artides of bss infiitution^ and the e&ntial 
«rms upon which we may hope for tiie ^ 
ipour of Xjrod, as beings his^ true appimrdd 
4ifi:ii^, the cbira£ter of the peaceimakor 
hath a peculiar beatitude annexed -to k; 
Mefftd are the peace-makers, for theyfhdihe 
coiled the ebiidren of Qod. in difooarfing'tn 
thefe words, I ihall £;)U<i^r the obiiious mor 
thod of e:qpkioi«5, - ^ '! 

« • - ♦■7''t ' *' 1 ' 

>1 j^l J J ^ *. -. » ^J - * * 
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^ Bkffednefs of the PeaCe-makefi. 
' Firfl^ The cbaradter, importing the ncce^ 
fary condition or qu^h*ficatton for blei^ 
{€dntkyiht^ace-:maker. And^ 
SaMJIy^ I (hall confider the high appeK 
lation given to the peace-makers, denot-** 
ing both the dignity and happine& of 
their ftate, tbey Jhall be called the cbil^ 
drenoJGcd. 

Firji^ To explain the chara6ter of peace- 
makers, importing that it is a neceiTary con« 
dition and qualification for bleflednefs. Peace, 
in the ftile of the fcripture, fignifieth a very 
comprehenfive blefling from God, even all 
manner of happinefs. Thus in the falutati-* 
oh which our Saviour directed his apofUes 
to ufe in the execution of their office, that 
is» preaching the gofpel, when they went 
into anyhoufe, peace be to it, which were 
the very terms of the ancient Hebrew fch-m^ 
in this falutation, I fay, was contained every 
thing neceflary to the felicity of men, ac^ 
knowledged to come d6wn from the Father 
of lights, the author of all perfed gifts, and 
fi>ught from his goodnefs. But in a morfe 
retrained and proper fenfe, peace (ignifieth 
the concord of men among themfelves, when 
free from ibri& and confufion, and the danr 
ger of being confumed opt of another, on 
the contrary, their nxutual afFcdtionate good 

ofiicesi 
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eflkes, contribme to theif common fafcty,S£]tM4 
^ well as yield a common fatitsfa&ioti. Wc XI Vv 
Are in an imperfed indigent ftate^ and cool4 ^ 
not fubfift with any comfort without tht 
affiftance of each other : If any one would 
fijppofe the cafe of men living fep€ratcly> 
having no friendly intcrcourfe, hqw uncom* 
fbrtable muft fuch a condition be ? No man'ft 
hands could miriifter fully to his neceffities 7* 
how little of the conveniencies of life would 
any one then enjoy ? But enmity is yet worfc 
than living feparately; if every man werqf 
not only to cxpeft no kindnefs or help of any 
fort from his fellow, but, on the contr^^ 
his rag^^nd fbcy, and in confecpcnce of it 
were always liable to the invafion of his 
tights, even of hi? life itfelfj fuch a ftate 
muft necefl&rily be very itohappy. * ^ot 
the gracious parent of mankind hath provi^ 
ded for the good of them all, by in(piring 
them with fodal afFedion8,-;K3d' preventing 
them with inftin<as, whereby they are de* 
-tcrmined to he nfcful to one another. Th«y 
biafphcme the God of peace, and groflly 
tielie the hunaan conftitutiqri, who would 
reprefcnt the ftate of nature as a ftate of war^ 
wherein every individual governed wholly 
by fdfifli inclinations hath no regard at all 
to the welfare of his neighbours. Upon that 

falfe 
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&E « it.:faii^ bottom* .«> tolerable fysftdiir of /rowjiSBj^ 
t^.^K*: ff.K/an be; foBrtted,. mr anyrfchemc for the 
^""^^^iMppincfe of diankbd, . But the truth ia, 
^ love of pe4Ce> aod a, defim to promote: 
^^comrpoii goi^d of focioCy, ii^th a deep- 
fo^pdation in our nature,^ which ©ught to be. 
acknowledgdd fothejpraife'of itj wife md: 
good^»t;hor'jd«i4 th<^^h:the\felfi^ afiefti-. 
oi>s.; immoderately ii)di>)gtd. often produc<f 
diforders j and from the i*^ igfi w^;? */i&^ w^wr 
in \t}^ir m^mhrs^ com^ ^ar& and fightings^- 
y^ PQ one iP^^roly cqafiderin^ it can doubt 
but \k^t aire culpable inregulaxities^ deviatist 
cms frcim $He oatural law. of humianity^ and 
%h^ thr icfaara^ter qf .a'peace^n(>al(.er is 4a 
jMiliabl&Ojife;/ :. :..:>:. ' 

.V- ToounSdeiAaild this fub^ega the bctt^^rj^ro 
loay cai9rQ4^ rdi^e various i^Iatkms. and fa* 
dettet into tyhich ineo haye:}^iitered^ aod 
frona the /diffeyrent kindt of tbem^ diffeiait 
^ipDS of jfeace.r^necdiarily arife^ and a di4 
wirfity of x>fEoefc,for cultivating atid .prcfef* 
y\s^\t. Thqrojs indeed fw^evioir to any vo*. 
Iiuntafy agreepfient^ a donvnbA obligation ly ii^ 
lipon'/allilKn.tQ love their Nfiighboors^ that 
l$» all who partake of the common humaa 
|iature, and to promote their* happinefs and 
their peace. rThis duty:tlie rale of our relih 
. plqn bath nQt iiegleded, foi:^ the ^poflie en- 
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loaneth chriftians, without diftinaipn of iia* SiSiM*. 
tions or prcrfeffions, if it be .poffiblc, as much 3U V* 
at, lieth inibem td live peaceably wtb all men^ ' 
Rdm, xii» 18^ But gd:ing accprding to the 
dii'edtion of our nature, and the evident n9^ 
qeflity of our condition, an4 according t9 tb^ 
obvious de%n of qhriftianity, we form* 
c^rf^Ives into families, into nations, an^ 
i}burcheSy be^des , a great n^any oth^ p^fTt^) 
i;plar aiTociations for the convcniency and^ 
comfort of life and for . tlie purpofeji ofj^ifr/ 
tue, in all which there^i^.an opportunity. 
%nd we lie under an obligation of lexerting 
a. peac^ble difpofition. Families are thqf 
pioft ancient kifld, of focieties, which, the 
pre^ryation of .th,e fpeciesj and the fafetv 
jjrud conveni^ce, of every individual dire^e^ 
jcneu to enter, ii^to^ but it is^pkih they canr 
^ot fubfift| nor the ends qf fkem \>^ if. ali 
purfued withpu^ peac^; /ot upon, the fijp-^ 
pofitioa of difcord and enriiity, the, near, re-, 
lation of the members and th^ir living toge- 
ther, give them the fame opportunity of -be* 
ing mifchieyous to each pther, as in the 
contrary cafe of amity apd good will| o/bor 
ing niutually ufeful. . Don^eftick difcordg 
are often known to be thip mqft violent and 
moft fatal^-as, on the other hand, family 
tgreenaent on tl>e foundation of a fincere an4 
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S li R M. virtuous afFedion may be juftiy reckoned a« 
XIVl mong die beft enjoyments in life, and a 
great fecurity to every one's particular intc-^. 
i^» ' When mankind encreafed to that dc-r 
grcc, which they did in a very little time, 
that they muft divide into feparate families, 
tlie fame reafohs in proportion obliged them 
to enter into larger afibciations, and to form 
cfvil governments, to the fupport of which 
every feveral hoofe and every fingle perfon 
were to contribute according to their ability, 
as in return they were to have the benefit of 
yroteftion in the peaceable enjoyment of 
their private rights. The bleffings of peace in 
thcfe focieties need not be defcribcd ; every 
one fenfibly feeleth the happinefs which arifeth 
irohi an eafy and quiet flate of things, wheir 
the proper offices of rulers and fubjeft? are 
intejthaiigeably performed with inipartial 
jiiftice and fidelity, when a nation is free 
• from! oppreffion, and firom rebellion, tumult 
afld fedition, when every man ^tXtt\i fafely 
under his vine^ and bis Jig-tree^ and there is 
hone to make him afraid^ as the prophet 
fpeaketh, that is, every one hath the com- 
fortable ufe of his property, and poflefles 
undifturbed the fruit of his own labour. 
Again, as the earth is now filled with inha- 
bitants, too Numerous to be under one civil 

governnjcnt,^ 
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government, and upon the nvboleface of iiS^RU. 
God hath made of one blood all the nations of XIV. 
men to dwell, he hath joined all thefe nations ' 
together by the common bond of humanity, 
and his law of nature requireth them all to 
cultivate peace among themfelves. Such 
peace hath indeed never yet univerfally ob- 
tained, as we fee in fa<St the tranquillity of 
kffer focieties, even to families, is liable to 
many interruptions through the corruption and 
wickednefs of men 5 but we may be fenfible 
how great a.bleffing it would be, diffufing its 
happy fruits univerfally, efpecially when wc 
compare it in our thoughts with the difmal ef- 
feds of war which we fee and hear of, that hor- 
rid devaftation in the earth, and havock of 
mankijid which it maketh 5 and this peace we 
hiay hope for when the knowledge of the 
Lord Jhall Jill the earthy as the waters cowt 
thefea. 

But our Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf hath in- 
ftituted a fociety of a peculiar nature, a king- 
dom which he faith is not of this world, 
different from ail others that ever have been 
in the worid, formed for different purpofes, 
and governed by different maxims. In this 
fociety it is his will that there fhouM be 
peace ; having kid a glorious foundation for 
it in that one faith and religbn he hath taught 
his followers^ afkl even the external form of 

Vol. IV. C c " their . 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



-86 fbe Blefednefsef the Peace-makers. 

S E R M. their profcflion, and having united them in ^e 
XIV. hope of a foture blefled imnaortahty, and in the 
' relation of children to God as their common 
Father, and having made them fellow members 
ofonebody,ofwhichhimfclfisthehead, and 
given themhis fpirit to inftrudt and dire.a them, 
he enjoineth them to keep the unity of the fpint 
in the bond of peace. St. Ptf«/ teacheth us, that 
peaceis of the very effence of thiscoeleftial king- 
dom, the main privileges of its true fubjedls de- 
pending upon it, and it being their, indifpenfeble 

duty to preferve and promote it, Rom. xiv. 
17. the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, 
(chriftianity doth not confift in external obfer- 
vances which are often the fubjefts of con- 
tention) but rigbteoufnefs, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Gboji. And St. James, chap. iii. 
17. giveth us this as the" charafter of the 
wifdom from above, that true religion which 
■ our Saviour hath taught us from heaven, that 
it is fir ft pure, ihen peaceable. Indeed chri- 
Aianity itfelf, quite contrary to its true tendency 
and defign, hath been the occafion of great 
divifions and difcords in the world, which was 
foretold by its blefled Author himfclf, Mat. 
X. 34. think not that I am come to fend peace 
on earth. I came not to fend peace but afioord. 
For lam come to fet a man at variance with 
his father, and the daughter againft her nU' 
tbery and the daughter-in-law againfi her mo- 
" '4 * ~ t^' 
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fher-ith-kw^ and a man' s foes Jball he thofe ofS^KM^ 
bis own houjhold 5 that is, the gofpel as peaceable XIV. 
an inftitutionas it is, fliall be made by wick- 
ed men the occafion of hatred and quarrels 5 
nay, to fuch a height fhall debates on the ac- 
count of religion arife, that a man's neareft 
relations fhall be his bittereft and moft cruel 
enemies, even thofe of his own family fliall 
perfecute him. But all this is a grofs abufe 
of the chriftian religiop, which, rightly un- , 
derftood, and when the principles and pre- 
.cepts of it are regularly purfued, . tendeth 
above all the inftitutions, that ever were in 
the world, to promote peace on earth and 
good-will among men. But without carry- 
ing things to the extremities mentioned in 
thefe prophetic declarations' of our Saviour^ 
which yet have been too evidently verified, 
that is, to hofljle rage and fury^ producing 
the deftrudion of men's lives, of families, 
cities, and other larger communities j there 
have been among chriftians diflentions and 
difcords, not fo tragical in the event of them, 
yet fatal to the churches, marring their edi- 
fication, fullying their honour, and prevent- 
ing the fuccefs of the gofpel. The apoftles 
forefaw by the fpirit of God, that there 
would be fuch divifions, and that they would 
be attended with fatal confequences, nay, 
they had adually broke out and rifcn to great 

C c 2 " , height, 
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S E R M. height, even in their own time. The churches 

•^*^* of Galatidy and of Rome^ and Corintby were 
the fcenes of contention. Chrillians formed 
themfelves into parties, under feveral leaders, 
who ftrovc for authority, for fuperior in- 
fluence in the direction of their common 
affairs, and a number of followers : One was 
of Pauly another of jipolky another of Ce^ 
fbas I fome were for impofing on the reft in 
matters of indifFerency, and bringing all to an 
uniformity of modes and ceremonies, which 
were of no fignificancy at all to the main pur- 
pofc of religion, or commending men to 
God 5 efpecially the Jewijh rites were at that 
time the fubjeft of very angry debates ; 
whilft feme pleaded for the neceflary obfer- 
vance of them, and preiTed their brethren 
to conform, fome of whom, in their turn, 
rejeded them with as much warmth, and by 
an indifcreet ufe of their liberty gave offence 
to the weak, the effccft was, as it always 
will be in parallel cafes, that charity abated, 
which is the very life of praftical chriftiani- 
ty } they judged, they cenfured, they vexed, 
and dcfpifed one another, and religion came 
to be placed in matters of no moment at all, 
indeed degenerated into empty form. This 
flieweth what the true peace of religious fo- 
ciety isi it is an agreement in the faifb of 
God's tleSi^ as the apoftle calleth it, or the 
: chri- 
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chriftian revelation, and the practice of chri-SERM.^ 
ftian virtue j not a ha^niony of outward prq^ X)Y< 
feifiohs, and outward rites of* worfliip, and 
a united zeal for them, but an union in the 
affed:ionate belief of the great dodrines of 
religion, and obedience to its eflential pre-^ 
cept«, of judgment, mercy, and the Ipve of 
God. 

From what hath been faid, we may infer, 
the principal offices which belong to fhe cha- 
radter of a peace-maker ; and it is plain, that 
benevolence to mankind and charity to our 
brethren, accommodating itfelf . to their ya- 
rious circumftances and conditions, as. far a? 
can confift with fincerity and the. love o£ 
triith, together with publick affections ta 
the interefts of fociety as fuch, arc the eflen^ 
tial parts of it. Since tlie prace we.^rc con- 
fiderihg . is the peace of me% or their har^ 
mony and concord, upon what other *foun> 
dation can it poffibly fubfift than mutual 
goodwill and fincere afFedions ? And if wc 
heartily fulfil the fecond great command- 
ment of the divine law, thou Jkalt love thy 
neighbottr as tbyfelf^ wc contribute to it in 
the beft manner we can : And for chriftian 
peace, iti particular, the fcripture always rc- 
prcfenteth brotherly kindnefs and charity, as 
the jfolid ground of it. St. Paul having in 
C c 3 the 
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S ERM. the third Chap, of the epiftle to the Cohjfians^ 

XlV. from the 12th v;er. recommended particular 
^bVahches of this virtue, and thefe exercifes of 
it, which relate to the various infirmities of 
the objed, bowels of mercies^ meeknefsy long 
fuf cringe forbearance^ and forghenefs^ fum- 
cth up all at the 14th verfe in this com- 
prehenfive exhortation, put on charity "which 
is the bond of perfeBnefs^ or the perfect 
bond of union and peace among chri- 
ftians. They are the felfiflb corrupt afFedHons 
and paffions vehich produce ftrifes and divi- 
fions 5 the covetoufnefe, the pride and ambi- 
tion, the v«^rath and envy of men, violate 
^ir peace; but charity, which fufferetb long 
and is kind^ and vauntethnot itfelf feeketb 
not her own^ and v^ not eajily provoked^ pre- 
fcrveth peace or reftorcth- it vfhtn broken* 
Gharity prevcnteth the occaiion of difdords, 
becaufc it preventeth injuries ^ for as the 
apoftlc faith, Rom. xiii. i o. // worketh no ill to 
ones neighbour \ but if through human infirmity 
an oflfence (ball happen, it difpofeth the in-, 
jured prefently to heal it by forgiving tlie fault; 
it inclineth chriftians to the greatcfl conde- 
fcenfion in kind offices to their v^eak bre«* 
thren after the example of their mailer, and 
to bear with their weaknefs, not treating 
.them with feverity on the account of it, nor 

calling 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



The Blejfednefs of the Teact-maKerl. 391 

Pafting them out of friendfliip or religious Serm. 
communion'. Peace-makers will part with XIV. 
fome of their rights, rather, than by rigidly^ 
infifting on them caufe difcord ; and conde^ 
fcenfion in that cafe, though proud men may 
look upon it as defpicable, is really honour- 
able ; fuch condefcenfion as we read of in 
the hiftory of Abraham and hot^ Gen. xiii. 
when their herds and flocks greatly increafed, 
in which the riches of thofe times chiefly 
confifted, and debates began between their 
fervants about convenient pafturage, lefl: the 
difference fliould grow to any offenfive height, 
Abrabaniy in his great follicitude for peace, 
made this propofal to his nephew to prefervc 
it, that the part of the land which they at 
prefent pofleffed, being too ftrait for them^ 
he might have his choice, either to continue 
where he then was, or remove to a greater 
diftance in the uninhabited country; thus 
giving up a right which he himfelf might 
have claimed as being every way fuperior. 
But ftill it is to be remembered, that they are 
only private rights, and fuch as are abfolute- 
ly in our own power, which may and ought 
to be refigned 5 the rights of confcience arc 
inviolable, and not to be yielded up on any 
•pretence whatever, not even for peace itfelf ; 
for indeed they are not properly our own 
C c 4 but 
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SjERM. but God's. To betray the caufc of truth, 

XIV. of pure leligion and virtue, or of publkk li- 
berty, in compliance with the uoreafonable 
humours and wicked demands of men, is 
not to make peace, but to dcftroy the only 
foundations on which it ought tP fol^ft ; 
and proceedeth not from a generous defire to 
promote tlie good of others, which is rather 
hindered . by it, but a bafely felfifh view to 
provide for our own eafe at any rate, or to 
ferve our worldly intereft. No man v^^s ever 
more devoted to the peace and edification of 
the chriftian churches thin St. Paul^ he be- 
came the fervant of all men for the fake of it; to 
tbejew^ fie wasm a Jew^ to, them tkat v;ere un^ 
der the lawy as under the law^ to them tkat were 
mitbcut law, as without laWy i Cor. ix. 20. 
He abated his juft demand of a re\vard from 
them to whom he preached the gofpel, nay, 
he woujid by a voluntary refolution deny his 
liberty of eating flefli while the world fiood^ 
Xo prevent offence, and take away all handle 
of vexatious debate among chriftians ; and- 
yet when compliances were required under 
the pretence of peace, which tended to the 
fubverfionof liberty and truth, and to coun- 
tenance human additions to the gofpel terms 
of acceptance with God and of religious coa>- 
munion, which Chrift himfelf hath t he folc 
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right of eftablifliing, and bath adtaally eila<- Ser m. 
Uiftied/ in that cafe he would not give place, XIV, 
by fubjeftion, fo much as for one hour ; pay, 
and withftood to the face naen othcrwife of 
great and juft reputation in the churches, who 
in that inftance weakly yielded, charging 
them with diffimulation, as we read in t)ie 
ad chapter of the epiftle to the Galatiam^ 
We may thep .conclude, that, the peace 
which our Saviour would have his diiciples 
to promote, is not built upon thefurrender 
of our religious principles and privileges, or 
upon the ruins of hoRefty 5 fuch a peace 
would rather be a confpiracy againft him ; 
but; every aian by a faithful adherence to his 
own particular duty and the regular dif. 
charge of it, is a, preferver inftead of being 
. a difturber of peace, provided always he aftr 
eth with charity, and all the condefcenfion 
to others, which confcience can allow. 

Secondly^ Another ingredient in the dia* 
rader and fpirit of a peace- maker ij a zeal- 
ous afFedtion to the intereft of fociety as fuch. 
As the inftin<5ts of nature and our reafon di«- 
tt(X us to enter ioto focieties of various forts, 
which hath been already obferved, and the 
ends of the chriftian religion and exprcfs 
declarations of fcripture leach us to form the 
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Serm. fodetics called churches, the jformcr of our 
XIV. fpirks within us hath endued us with pub- 
^lick as well as private afFeiSions. The pro- 
per objeft of benevolence is every individual 
of mankind ; but the idea of a fyftem is a 
very natural one, and collective bodies of 
men are the ob^e<3:s of a praife worthy affec- 
tion. Now, peace properly belongeth to 
them (though every fingle member feeleth 
the benefit of k) for it is the amiable refuh 
of mutual good-will common to all. A 
iieatty difpolitbn to ferve the feveral civil 
publicks of which they were members, hath 
been always thought a moft commendable 
•quality in men^ celebrated by the name ' of 
patriotifm : But our Lord Jefus Chrifl hath 
iixed the nearef)} and moft endearvig rela- 
tion that Can be between his followers, mak-- 
ing them children of the lame family, and 
members of the fame body, whence arifeth 
the ftriftefl obligation to ferve the the intc- 
tcft of the whole, and to promote its peace. 
The allufion to the natural body and ils 
members, as r^efenting the intimate union 
of chriflians, and the part which every one 
ought to a€t voluntarily and of choice for the 
iafety and peace of the whole, and all their 
fellow chriflians i like the fundUons which 
the members of the natural body perform for 
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the good of the whole, the head and the feet, S e r mJ 
the eyes and the hands, contributing each to XIV. 
the common fafety and advantage, and to the 
lafety and advantage of every one of the reft^ 
even as to their own 5 this allufion, I fay, is 
frequendy infifted on by the apoftle PW, 
to teach us that there ought to be np fchifin^ 
that is, no uncharitable divifions in the body 
of Chrift, and that they ought by love to 
ferve orie another 3 not caring each for their 
own things feperately, but ftudious to pro- 
mote the peace and welfare of the whole. 
Thefe are the difpofitions eflentially neceflary^ 
which, when they prevail and exert them- 
felves as opportunity ofFereth, will produce 
the offices, andconftitute the charadler, of 
a peacemaker. I come, 

Secondly^ to confider the high appellation 
given to the peace-makers, denoting bofh the 
dignity and happinefs of their (late, theyjhall 
be called the children of God. This title is 
upon different accounts given in fcripture to 
feveral kinds of created beings, and parti- 
cularly to men. God as the Crieator of all 
things, the Almighty maker of heaven and 
earth, is ftiled the Father^ of whom are all 
things, that is, from whom they derive their 
being; but they are not therefore all called 
his children. This tide is appropriated to 

thefc 
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Serm. thcfe creatures to whom he hath commu- 

XIV. nicatcd intelledtual and moral powers, in 
' which his image properly confifteth ; in this 
fenfe the angels arc faid in the book of Job to 
be tbefons of God-, and Adam hath the fame 
denomination given him in the 3d of Luke^ 
laft vcrfe, for the fame reafon, namely, be- 
caufe he came out of the hands of his Maker, 
diftingiiifhcd from all othet creatures in this 
lower world, by bearing the refemblance of 
the divine underftanding and moral per- 
feftion ; as the apoftlc faith of all mankind 
^5is xvii. 28. that they are alfo Ins offspring. 

But men having degenerated and fallen 
fbort of the glory of God, by fin rendering 
themfelvcs unworthy of that honourable re* 
lation, it pleafed him to forin a new and gra- 
cious defign for reftoring them to their for- 
feited privilege; and by grace, through 
Jcfus Chrift, who is himfelf the image of 
the invifible God, in a moft peculiar fenfe 
his Son only begotten and dearly beloved, 
they who believe and obey the gofpel become 
his adopted children. During the time of 
their alienation from God and rebellion a- 
gainft him, their ftate is thus defcribed, they 
are npithout God^ and without hope towards 
bimy enemies in their minds by wicked works ^ 
the children of difibedience and of wrath j but 

by 
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by converfion, that is, repenting fincerely S^rm. 
and forfaking their fins, they return dutifully XIV. 
to their father's houfe, and he receiveth them 
gracioufly into his favour and into his family: 
they. are begotten again to a lively^ hope ^ born 
not of corruptible feed but of incorruptible^ by 
the word of God that liveth and abideth for 
ever^ i Prf. i. 23. and as it is faid John u 
i2, 13. They who by receiving Chrift, 
that is, believing in him and fincerely em- 
bracing his religion, get power, or a right, to 
become the fons of God, are born not of bloody 
nor of the will of the flejh, nor of the will of 
meny but of God. 

Again, it is particularly to pur prefent pur- 
pofe to obferve, that the ground of this rela- 
tion, as the fcripture reprefenteth it, is the 
fimilitude of difpofition and manners. They 
who imitate an original character in their 
temper and behaviour, v,rhether it be good 
or bad, are called the children of that perfon 
whofc cbara<aer it is. Thus they who be- 
lieve in God and are his fincere fervants, are 
called by the apoftle Paul in the 4th to the 
Romans^ and in other paffages of his epiftles, 
the children of Abraham who was an eminent 
example of faith and holy obedience : And 
thus our Saviour himfclf in John viii. 44. 
feith to the wicked Jews who malicioufly 

per- 
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Serm. pcrfccuted him, ye are of your father the de^ 
XxV. w7, which he thus explaineth, the lujis of 

^ your father ye will do. 5 he was a tnurtherer from 
the beginnings and abode not in the truths he^ 
caufe there is no truth in him 5 when hefpeak^ 

. eth a liey he fpeaketh of his own, for he is a 
iiary and the father of it. Notwithftanding 
your vain boaft of being the children of God, 
as defcended from Abraham and Ifraely you 
are really to be called the children of the de- 
vil, by a fimilitqde of temper and conduit, 
rcfembling him in your enmity againft 
and feeking to deftroy an innocent per- 
fon, and in your violent oppofition to the 
truth of God. And the apoftle John^ in 
the 3d chapter of his firft epiftle, where he 
is defignedly treating of the adoption of 
chriftians and of the high privileges which 
belong to them as the fons of God, i^ith in 
general ^t the 9th and 10th verfes, JVhofoever 
is born of Godfnneth not-, but in this the cbil^ 
dren of God are manifejl^ and the children of 
the devil i he that doth not righteoufnefs is not 
of God ^ neither he that love tb not his brother. 

Now, in this refped:, the peace-makers are 
rightly called the children of God, bccaufe 
they imitate him. There is no charadter 
more frequendy given him in fcripturc than 
that of the God of peace ^ not only as by tha 
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infinite benignity of bis nature, and love to S £ r m, 
his creatures, he is ^cioufly inclined to Iceep XIV* 
all of tbem in peace with himfelf, I nieaa 
all who are capable of that happinefs, that 
is, all moral agents; for if multitudes of 
them have gone into enmity by wicked works, 
it is entirely owing to their own folly and per- 
verfenefs, nothing was wanting on his p^ to 
prevent the breach, of which he hath given a 
moft glorious demonfbration in that marvelous 
and moft compaffionate fcheme he formed 
for recovering mankind fi-om their apoftacy 
by the gofpel, and reconciling them to himfelf 
by the death of his fon ; not only on this ac- 
count, I fay, is he ftiled the God of peace, 
but alfo becaufe he is the author and pre- 
ferver of the peace and harmony of the 
creatures among themfelves. As the whole 
fyftem of inanimate beings is governed by 
his wife counfels, and his conftant interpofi- 
tion in a beautiful regularity, and the jarring 
elements, whofe oppofite natures tend to dh£^ 
cord and confufion, do, under his wife di- 
redion confpirc harmonioufly to the order of 
the vifible world ; io the parts of the moral 
fyftem, influenced by him in a way fuitable 
to their different natures, fubfift in a con- 
cord which muft appear wonderful to an zU 
' tentivc mind, confidering the contrary ten- 
dency 
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SfcRM. <kncy of their pai&ms (bmetkties forious like 
XIV. fire, the raging fca, ftormy vrinds and tem- 
pcfts, but like Acm are all over- ruled by him 
who fitting at the helm guideth their rapid 
motions, mockrateth their rage, fixeth their 
bounds, and preventeth the ruin they threa- 
ten : So that, cbntemplating the order of the 
world, we ought with the Pfelmift, devout- 
ly to celebrate the praife of the peace- inaking 
God, njcho fiilletb the noife of the feas^ the noife 
cf their waves^ and the tumult of the people^ 
PfaL Ixv. 7. But efpecially, the peace of 
the chriftian churches is to be attributed to 
him; he commandeth and enforceth it by 
the ftrongeft motives and perftiafions in his 
word ; and for this he giveth his holy fpirit 
to his children, for the Jruit of the fpirit is 
love and peace : That peace which is the re- 
folt of charity, the i.nd of perfeBnefs^ and 
which he would have always to rule among 
chriftians, beareth his facred name, it is call- 
ed the peace of God, CoL iii. 15. and the 
apoftle tclleth us, Cor. xiv. 33. that God is 
net the author of confufion but of peace, in all 
churches of the faints. 

It remaineth, now, only that we confider 
the dignity imported in this charafter the 
children of God. Among men honour de- 
fcendeth from parents to their pofterify, if 

they 
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tti«y cbfiotftrfiai itby thekown tni(beha-SEiiM; 
VkMir: The tide of ohiktieo Icadeth us to XIV. 
ridlM^ ott the chitfader of dMs fiith^rs^ which^ 
if kbc bAnoysabb, cbnteth ttfptet utato thd 
otfsptitag. The ^ftk then had teafim to 
&7, ^Ar^/ w&tff item»er of hvi the Fatbef" 
bath bejhwed m us^- that weJhotM h taikd 
tbefimofGod! i John Si. i. What won- 
derful conde(c6n£oti on his piitt^ what it 
liigh advancement and dignity to ui^ It is a 
iMe of love, and naturally diredteth us^ td 
the expeftation of favour. A kind and^ ^^ 
cious father w91 furdy provide iRn* his hou£^ 
hold, he hath them under his prote^on^ 
and fuitaUy to his own condidoti w^ill givt 
them an inheritance. This is what the fcrip* 
tufe often teacheth us concerning Cod's cWL^ 
dren, he keepeth them in &fety, Wiitdieth 
over them with the tendered care, he in* 
flrui£leth them, pardcukriy, in their duty to 
faimfelf, and giveth them confidence in draw- 
ing near to him ; far becairfe ye are fins^ 
fittth the apoftle, Gul. iv. 6. God bmb fent 
fofib the jpirit of bis Jon info your bearis^ 
crying abiafatber; and he hath tefcfVed fcr 
Acm a future gforious inheritance; for if we 
ahe cbildrerty then beits^ beirs gf 0a/, tf»J 
Joint beirs with Cbrijf, ^Rom. vifi. 17. Hie 
inheritance is «cdordittg tp the ^oiy of the 
Vol. IV. Dd Fa- 
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$^BRM. Father, who bfi^jg t^Jt«iVJifl&i..4^ 
^prcpwed tvcft for \^,j^tiiilf^-^^ 

i 4. ddaibeth it,^,.««fj^^^ 

yifiop, yR^. xiy. 7, -It isvlai4,jC9npefning 

that is/ who agamft ^ tesiptatioQ^ p^f^er- 
^th ftedfeftly in his dnty^ tf^atM^l^^^r 
her it all tbing$^ for;, foith- thq Lor(^ Z «»'i|/ 
jbeUsFatbeTy andb^JbaUbem^Jop^^ > 
, And, now, my ,bwthrcn,' I think :,th^ 
argqmentyery fjtrongly eqforc^b a peaceably 
^diippfition. * Strifes a^d debates difhirbiog £>- 
^^ety.for the mojCt par| proceed from %Ue.no^ 
,tiojns.of honour j. ^olpmon tellcth us, -only^roti^ 
^ide Cometh contention ;. bpt if we.fcfk tl^ 
^honoor that^ is from Opd, the way to ob- 
^ tain it^ isxnaking ap4 promoting peace as fer 
4ts it.i5.)n,our pojver y for. then are we digni- 
> fied ^^ith the charadter of his childfen, and 
^ may hqpe for the felidty ,and glory, lyhich is 
. ^Minqpefi to'that honourable rdajion. - JEv^n 
* in the ordinary aflFair§ of Kfe^ weihoj^d be 
; , very ca^fiil to avoid xjuaprejbi which marc the 
, CTrnfoctj of Xociety, and wca^ its ^ce, 
^ Zfi^^tii^pf^Xly^ very t»H9^,.:>9b^ru£t chiifti^ 
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tinansy. for a Jhii^oos . ipkit^ widdl ftpptere4 . ^'Y* 
in tl^ir going to law aJboiit faaalloiaitc^' 
It is true tUa offiarfivA curcamlUnceifttteQde^ 
thiar difpotes of diat fort, that thq^ . w^ ber 
ibreheadnea magiflniteei^ whop^b]!} r^pio^ll 
3itas.brod^0fi thekr^l^ipOLS^of^iliQiiybiii; 
fiill a !wraD^tng temper is cond$m9e4;% 
ihe reafi)^ be giveth ; and this queftion ;be 
•putted' wiH ilwa^sf, (o a cal|d}d^mte4^ ^PP^^ 
:tQhave greftt force of cweaftm ig k, v^by. do 
jou not:f(tf^r yourfelves to b^ defrau^edj ra* 
jdier tbas tbati brother {|)otfld go to law ag^i^fl 
bi^tben -at leaft for m^ers of Httle'^ongtCtfi^? 
And the expedient he pK^sio&th muft t?6 ow«f 
ed a reafonable one,' that ehriflian^ ibould 
choofc arbitrators among thetpfelVcs-tO 6Cim^ 
pofe their diiCbrencte, talher than .ia^lc&id 
one another^before the puUick judges. Ther^ 
are other methods of contention, yet qiiore 
fcandalou^, than evcA ^ unneceffitryjfgal 
ones, fuch as the faole' ^pofik ha$h;^6n^ 
tioned, 2 Cor. xii. 20. debates^ envyings, 
wraths y Jirifes, backbit ings^ whifperingSy fwelh 
ingSj tumults : Thefc are the bane of fociety 
and of peace. But above all to break peace 
under Uie pretence of zeal for religion, is 
mo(Hi*excufable ; this was the fault of the 
Jewi/h zealots, for which St. James feverely 

D d 2 rc^ 
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SERM.Kprofcdi thetn» aixl waraeth othasa^ubft 
XIV. it^ die 3d chapter of 1h^ t^tSS^ ^tx.. 14. if 
^yi have bitter entying tmdftrifi in your hearts^ 
gkry mt in it^ ai if i| were vfik and good» 
imdlii mf agmnft the trutby pfietendiiig it is 
fer the tnitht when really jovl aie ading 
againft it. And then he d^ibeth^ in the 
I5tfa and 17th verfes^ two oppoite kind^ of 
f^om, the feimer mtfr^m aiwiy is mrtb^ 
Jy^ Jhtfual, devilijhi which ta(l^ chamaer 
jfeemeth to relate voflrife^ and die great 
fyntig of it, pride^ [which are* the genittt 
of Satan. The other, which is fiiomabove^ 
is pure^ peaceable^ g^Mie^ and Mfy n be in^ 
treated^ full of mercy and godd frmts^ witt^ 
out fartiaUtyy aud 'without hypccrify ; worthy 
to be the gift of the Father di U^ts, »d by 
which men ^e pt^red tx^ fow the fruits of 
rightewjhefs in peace ^ and to makepeace^ there^ 
by becoming the dnldren of €k>d ; happy^ 
therefore, in a mof): honouraUe ftate, and 
a dakn to the moft valuable privilegea. 
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SERMON XV. 

A CoNVERSATioH becpming th« 
Gospel recommenckd. 



PHILLIP. I. 27. 

Onhf let ymr converfation be as it becometb 
the gojpel of Chrift. 

ST. Paul had a very folicitous, or, asSERM, 
himfelf faith in his epifUe concerning XV. 
another with great commendation, a natural ^ 
care for the chriftians dt Phillipi ; there was 
nothing he had more at heart than that their 
fouls fhould profper > he gave thanks to God 
upon every remembrance of them, and in his 
prayers made requeft for them with joy ; nay, 
fo fervent was his afFedion, that though he 
had a defire to depart, and be with Chriftj 
which he knew was far better for himfelf, 
yet to be ufeful to them, and other chriftians, 
for their furtherance and joy of faith ^ was 
the (ingle confideration diat reconciled him 
to an abode in the flefh. In the mean time 
being unwillingly detained from miniftring 
P d 3 perfonally 
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Serm. perfonally to their edification, the principal 
XV. charge he had to give them is in .the wor4s 
'of my text, onfy let your €onKerfaiion be as it 
becometh the gojpel of Chrijl. This in all 
events would turn to th«r apcount, and give 
him pleafurc, vrhcthcr he were preftnt with 
or abfent from them. As we muft be fen- 
. fible that the diredion concerneth all chriC- 
tians, at every time and in every condition 
wherein they can be,.I will, without any 
farther introduftion, endeavour to expjaip it, 
\>y fliewirig what kind of copverfation doth 
become the'gofpel, arid then the motives 
whereby we are urged to it, or | will fliow 
you what on our part is becoming the goJ^I, 
both in fadt and in reafon, what it actually 
depiandctb from ijts profeflbrs, and what olv- 
•Kgations they are under to fatisfy its demandq. 
It is evident that chriftianity being ^ 
.practical inftitution, and a law given to men 
for regulating their moral condufl:, the 
;jdefign of it can only be fulfilled by their 
obedience. |t was not merely, and princi- 
^pally intended to reiSify the ppiniqps qf naaq- 
kind, and give them jufl fentiments concern- 
ing things, however important, which they 
did not underfland before ; far lefs was it tp 
form a party by the chriftian name, and to 
feparate /ome from others \>y diftinguifhing 
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badges, and merely external privileges 5 biit Se r mJ 
fhe cnd'^of the goipel commandment ia XV^^ 
the pradlice of virtue, and charity out of^ 
^ pure heart. It ought to be tokea for gran^ 
ied, as generally agreed to by mankind, and 
indeed the chriftian religion fuppofeth rather, 
than proveth it, that there is fuch a thing as. 
a necefl&ry difference between right and 
wrong, or moral good and fevil i the fenfe o£ 
it is deeply engraven on the minds of meny 
produemg -joy ^and felf-applaufe . when theyr 
do what is good, as a confcioufnefs of eyit 
is attended with inward reproach and con-; 
fbfion. This the jipoftle calleth the work ofs 
God's law written in nferis hearts^ and it isf 
the foundation on which all moral inftitutions, 
reft, and from which they derive their force. 
But the knowledge- of morality was very, 
much obfcured in the world, or the humaii. 
capacity of attaining to it was not duly im^ 
proved; for it is certain that, at leaft, the 
vulgar notions of piety and virtue were very 
defeftive, fome of them extremely obfcu*. 
red. By the canity of their thoughts thefool^, 
ijh f^earfs'of men were darkened^ and that ^ 
which might ie known of Gody being mani- 
fcfted by his works, they were ignorant of j; 
milled byitheir own contradted prejudices,, 
they run into, grofs miftakes concerning the 
D d 4 divine 
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SBRM.dnrine ntture, and the divine oporations and 

XV. coodiid towards the creatures } th^ change* 
^ed» as the apoftlp iaith, the glory ^ the in^ 
cdtrvptibk God into ifMges made like to cor^ 
fuftihlemoM^ md even to birds and fourfooted, 
b^s, and creeping things i tjicy bad moft 
^ivrd opinions concerQiQg the moral attri* 
butes of the deit3r> imagining that he» or 
lather tb^t for they fuppofed a plurali^, 
vras like themf^lves^ proud^ fierce, lafa^ 
vious, cnid> and revengeful; in fliort aN 
liioft every huniun vice had a patron a|iioi)g 
die Gods. NoWi nmft not the ienfe and 
the natural motives of rt^ion and virtue be 
by this means in a great m^fure defeated 
;md rendered inefiefhial ? and fo it was v^ 
fed:. For it is a difmal account which the 
facred writers give us of the QentUe world» 
fhat it was dead in trefpaffes and fins f True 
pieQr was loft in fuperftition and idolatry^ and. 
in confequence qf th^r feM? worfhip, tb^;^ 
were given up to vile affeBions^ to '^ork all 
manner of wickednefs with greedinefsy even 
to do thpfe things which were rt^roftchfui 
to the human nature. 

Put fince it pleafed God to xeveal bi$ wiU 
%o mankind by Jefus Cfirift, to declare unto 
them the remiflion of fins upon . the gra*^. 
fioijs terms of their rcpenfiwce and amende 
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meat, andfincehe hath taught them jufterSERM. 
£bntiments concerning himfelfi his nature XV« 
and attributes, and concerning his govern*^ 
ment of the reafonable creatures, and every 
part of their duty to him, to themfelves, ai^ 
to one another, that revelation ought to be 
the rule of their anions ; and a converfation 
becoming it is the very reverfe'of a conver- 
fation according t9 the former lujis of men 
in ignorance ; it is fuch a one as is agreeable 
to the inftru(ftions and the rules he hath g^« 
ven them, comprehending the worfhip of 
him in fpirit and truth, the offices of juftice 
and charity, with a proper rule over our own 
fpirits, keeping the felfifh appetites and pgf- 
fions under a ftxvBt diicipline, and a mode- 
rate wfe of worldly cnjo)rmcnts. Converfation 
is a word we frequently meet with in fcrip- 
ture, and it fignifieth the tenor of a man's life 
morally confidered, or the courfe of his de* 
liberate anions, with a regard to the rule, 
the principles, and the motives, by which 
it is directed, and the ends which it purfu^ 
eth \ thus we read of an upright and a vain, 
a holy and a filthy converfation \ a conver- 
iation by the ^'ace of God in fincerity and 
godly fimplicity, fet in oppofition to that 
which is conduced by flefhly wifdom* Evop 
ry pjiaqt l;)einp a rational and a free agent is 

fuppofe4 
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becoming the.Qofpel 
power of determining, 
1 therefore is accounta- 
onfcious'to ourfelvesoF 
nd that* our ^ works de- 
i choice, which maketh 
n with ' felf-approbat lon^ 
; ieadeth Us into the idea' 
ti and a rule by which' 
ourfeives, 

)ns which properly con-' 
ilitute wh^t th? apoftle calleth our conver- 
iationj and the gofpel being given as a law. 
(o diredl them, a converfation becoming it 
pjuft be Tuch a oqe a^ it requireth in the 
whole of Qur behaviour j the conforming 
pvery part of our pradlice to its precepts and* 
ipjftrudions* And therefore to underftand 
aright the exhortation in the text, we may 
take a brief view of what chrifti^ity en- 
joinetb upon the fcveral comprehenfive ar-* 
tides which the apoftle mehtiopeth in his 
fummary of the dodtriqe taught us by the 
grace that bringeth fahatiqriy namely, fbferL* 
ety, righteoufnefs, and godjinefs wherbby 
we (hall fee that the ^gofpel extendeth as 4' 
rule to our whole converfation. 

Firfi then, all th? virtues comprehended 
in fobriety, fuch as chaiftity, tdmperancc, con.^ 
' " V tent^ 
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tentcdnefs, humility, and patience, areSERMi 
taught in th^ gofpel to the higheft perfec* XV. 
tion ; and not only th? vicious anions con^^ 
trary to them are prohibited, but fuqh re-^ 
ftraints are laid upon the inclinations and 
paflions as is neceflary to preferve the fupe- 
rjority of reafon and confcienee, and upon 
that foundation the inward tranquillity and 
peace of thp mind. All diftruftful anxiety 
. about the things of this life is ftriftly for- 
bidden ; not only about the fuperfluities of 
it, but ?ven the neccflaries, what we j}:>all 
eat and what life Jloall drink ; and we arc 
called to fet our aiFedions, not on things on 
earth but on the things above. In a word, the 
difciples pf Chrift are by his plain precepts 
taught fuch a gpyernment over the appetites 
^gncj pafljpns a? fevy men could otherwife ar- 
rive to the knowledge of, ?ven in ipeculati- 
on.' And by the force of thofe precepts, to- 
gether vjrith the motives of the gofpel, in 
the primitive times of the chriftian church 
many were adlually raifed to fuch a pitch of 
heavenly-mindednefs, felf-denial, and gene- 
rous contempt of the world, as was unpar- 
railed in any other age or under any other 
inftitutiqn than the chriftian. Now, this is 
a very iniportant part of our duty, which as 
there arc piany calls to pradifc, temptations 

to 
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8 BUM. to violate it very often occurring, fo if we 
XV. calmly attend to it we fliall be convinced that 
^ there is nothing more becoming the dignity 
<^ the rational nature or can yield a maa 
truer enjoyment. 

Secondly^ Upon the head of righteoufnefs, 
which alfo comprehendeth charity, the in- 
ftrudions of the gofpcl are very full and at 
the fame time very exalted, carrying thefe 
virtues to a greater height of perfeftion than 
the generality of the world knew before. 
The difciples of Jefus Chrift are required to 
be as lights in the worlds and examples of the 
beft works, direfting thereby and encourag- 
ing others in the paths of virtue, to perforna ' 
all the offices of juftice and fidelity with the 
greateft exaftnefs ; wbatjbever we ivouUtbfit 
menjhould do to us^ we are enjoined to do even 
fo to them j to be fo far from injuring others 
that on the contrary we fhould not indulge 
ourfelves in paffionate anger upon their pro- 
vocations, but follow peace with all men and 
feck reconciliation when any difierence doth 
arife 5 to bear injuries with patience and meek. 
nefs, always ready to forgive men their treA 
pafil^s as we expeft forgivenefs fr6m God j 
to be kind and charitable to all men of what- 
ever nation or religious profci3ion, willing ac- 
cording^ 
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cording to our power and their need to do 3£itM« 
good offices not only to our friends but eveik 
our bittereft ementiies ; b fine to rai& ouc ^ 
virtue and goodbefs&r abore the comdicll 
prance of men^ extending our benevolenco 
tiniverfally in imitatioaof the bounty of God^ 
who maketb Ids fun to rife upm the evilsnd 
the good, indfmdeth rain on the jujl and tbi 
unjuji. Thefe precepts are fuch as every un* 
prejudiced noind muft acknowledge, to be 
high itnproveitients of morality^ and a coin* 
veriation becoming them muft be an fsxctXr 
lent one in that branch of it, and it is a very 
comprehoifive one^ which relateth to our 
l)ehaviour towards men* 
. X^/)r,ThedutiesweowetoGodhimfetfor 
Wher^f he i$ the obje£t| included in ^odli^ 
Beft^ are a very eoniiderable pirt of.our co^ 
verfation^ or the bufinefs of men ccHifider^d 
as reaibnable and moral agents. Accordii^ly, 
all nations have regarded it, agreeing inthis^ 
that the Deity is to be worshipped. Bat, as 
I have akeady obferved^ the nations ^nrhidbi 
generally prei^led among oien as to this 
point Wei'e Very abfttr4 and fo W9is -their 
praiftioe> fuch barbarous fiiperftitution and 
idola^ were u^ in moft places of the 
world as ore really reproachful to intellig^t 
creatures^ Now, the go^l hath taught us 

to 
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Ser^C to wx>rihip God in ipirit amid trutfe, having 

.XV. laid a foundation ior k in the joft fcntinientt 
it containeth, cxpreffed with fuch plainnefi 
jj»t.any Qne.may> underftand them, com- 
cccning the infinite perfedion of his natur^ 
)ii&. unity, his impartial righte^fnefs, and 
inameofe bounty^ his abfolute^ dominion and 
uniVcrikl care of his creatures and diipoiing 
of them in the txjft manner^ and ordering 
aU events for the greateft good. Thefe doc-i 
trifles are not the fecret peculiar opinions of 
•afew wife and learned men, perhaps they 
wete fo before the chriftiah- revelation was 
given, but the common profefled belief of 
the mod vulgar chriftians. How excellentj 
iibw fuHime ai^the notions^ though d^i- 
vered with an admirable fimplicity,^ wh4bk 
the facred writers give lis of the lupremacy^ 
the independance, the immenfity, the un^- 
Ipotted hoHnefs, the goodnefe, and the un* 
chahgeablenefe of the Supreme Beiiig ; of bid 
croii^g all things by the ible command of 
hk will, and prefei-ving them by hie ate^ig}^ 
ty power, ofrhis fillings aU-patls:Qf the 4ii»* 
• -?erifc witk -his prefcncfe, of his^ hating iiiif 
i|nity, . and diftinguifhin^ tbi ci^epus witl| 
jiis approbation;: extetiding his:care erecLtci 
th^ir mQft itinute concernments :ia ^tlm 
wortd, as 'be,\HlI iinally ijnatc* a gtcatdifi 
i.; a ferencc 
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ierence between thcn^ and the wicked when S e r !^ 
ht i]^l bripf every mrk inio judgment ^jdni' XV. 
i^ery jecret things- whether it be good.or evil^ ^^^"^ 
,. .Agrefiafcl^tp tjwrejuft and rational pi;in- 
xapj^ are ^p inftruitions. oiF- chriftianity oh 
lihe fubjedt of , what is ftridly called religion 
or piety. We are taught to* worihip thd 
L(0rd pur God / and , him only to ferVe,^*h(5t 
tMfith a multitude of pompous rites and cere- 
mqnies, but with pure hearts and clean 
hands; with fincerity alid a careful abfti- 
Bcnce from every thing wl^icjK' is vicious and 
wicked, with fervent love' and awful reve- 
-rencc, with confidence ip his mercy and 
^hufpblc; fiibmiffiori to his will jn all^thingsj, 
-with hearty purpofes of obeying all his con^- 
. mandments,, and perfevepog in our obedi- 
ence, la a particular manper/ the fimpJi- 
city and purity of that external worfBip 
,wiuch the ^pfpel prefcribeth is much to tfe 
admired; wife men have always agreed m 
their opinions concerning the inwafd. adora- 
tion .which is due to the peity, that it qoiv- 
iifteth in fear, love, fubmiflioh, dependahce 
and the imitation of his moral attributes ^ yet 
,as fome outward rites are apparently riecef- 
fary, the fettling them feemeth to be a work 
. too difficult for human wifdom ; for in the 
. heathen world where men were left to the(r 

OWll 
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SxRM.own inventions^ the hrm&oi woiihip are 

XV. evidently ridiculous^ tending, to deflroy in- 
^ftead of promoting true rel^od ; and yet the 
wifeil among them could not. find atvay 
to corred thefe abufes or preicribe a more 
reafonable fervice; therefore they complied^ 
and advifed others to comply, with the efta* 
bli(hed fuperflition. But the pofitive in(H« 
tutions of the gofpel, as originally delivered 
and explained in it, as they are very few in 
number fo they are free from indecency, af- 
fectation, and tendency to miHead mens 
judgments, and to corrupt religion by turn- 
ing it into empty form, which afe always 
found to attend human devices in die wor- 
ihip of God J on the contrary, the utmoft 
care is taken by the fcripture-declarations to 
diredl our views in ufing them to promote 
purity of heart and life, as that wherein the 
eflence of religion confifteth, and upon 
which our acceptance with God dependeth. 

There are two obvious refleiHons on what 
hath been faid which I recommend to yottr 
confider^on. 

Pirjl^ That the defign of the gofpel as a 
rule, in that comprehenfive view which I 
have given of it from the Words of the apo- 
ftlc, taketh in the whole compafs of humsto 
life and affairs j it is our guide in all our im- 
3 portant 
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cither to Gcid, or par li^aw-cwefttiwieei otmOw:* 2CV. 

.felvQs \ what then caa we ia»giae:that dorfh 

:iiet: &11 iwithin ics diredii(Mi, what I jmea^l^t 

is wcHttrj^.of oiir afttentbrtx^rourpurfuit? Jt 

diresflj^h tbe.concems of religion^ of xriVil and 

facial life, andithe managem^ntof our prkate 

fl[f&ks,db.&r as is neoeffaory to pref^tvc the ha^- 

lanqe of our affedtionjs^ therhaEsmciiiy of our 

natuml powess, and thb }nward/psace of our 

minds ; and what is there worthy c^nmi 

.which .doth. not come under one> or other df 

vChtfcihe2«is ? T'he text, tberdfwe^ is ^0 be 

umtefteod in the utmoft univerfality, juft is 

ithat parallel exhortation of the apdftle Ttter 

-whidi i« »more unive^Hy exprei^, he ^e 

b^' in ^ a!t manner - tf eenverfaMn. Let not 

•onljr fhe 'imrilediate duties of religioh, but all 

your affairs, be conducted with a Vegakl %> 

the^ofpel as your rule, arid let ^the wordldf 

*God be hid in your hearts ^that you may not 

<oflfend inany inftance, but 011 all occiaSdns-pre* . 

'ferve your innocence, and praftife true virtue. - 

Secondly, The obligations of cirhriftanity 

are not fatisfied by mere external aSion^. 

I Have faid indeed that our convferfation 

'comprehendeth the whole ^ tenor 6f our *de- 

•liberate adUons ; but it is as tbey are delibe*- 

•tate and .with relation to the fpringfrom 

VbL. IV. E e which 



Digi 



tized by Google 



41 8 A Cwuerfaiim teamng the Gofpd 

S E R M. Which they procwd. It will iapf^ar ftiil 
•XV. -tetibte cykkntly, if we confidcr the paiticE- 
kr tirtues prefcribcd by the gofpfel, that .a 

:^ conver&tion becoming it doth not confift in 
a merely outward regularity of Kfe as fepa- 

' rated from uprightnefs of intention and the 
coficurrkig influence of good motives. No 
one furely wiU imagine that there can be 
any fuch thing as godlinefs wkhout pious 
afFedions, without tte fear and love of God, 

r^md &ith in him ; fheile may b6 an hypocri- 

', tical (hew of delation, or a form of reKgion> 
but evcfry one mtift fce:tbat is as contrary to 
the ^ofpel as the moft open pfr0j&n6ne& is. 
A§ little reafon is thereto think that any other 

cof^tjie chriftian virtues is compkfited in out* 
ward. woi:ks ; for inil^nce) that dmfgivings 

, ^yi|l pafs ibr charity, fince our Saviour ex- 
preflly teacheth us that the moft fpecious 

'^ap^arances of that kind, if there be npt a 
righ^ intfiiition, will intitle us to no inward 

Irom our &ther who feeth in fecret/ that is> 
who knoweth the motives of the heart; or, 
that a. m^rc abftinence from grofs inftances 
of Icwdnefs and debauchery will come up 

to that fobriety which the laws of Jefus 
Chrift enjoin to all his difciples. Such a 

jiotion appeareth evidently contrary to rea. 

ion itfelf, and to any tolerably juft fenti- 

ments 
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meals of morality y but for a chriftian to en- S e r m. 
tcctain it, fhewcth (he mbft ftupidly carcl^ XV. 
iaattention to theptofeffed rule of his religion. ^ 
NoAirig can be clearer than that what the 
gofpel firft and principally aimeth at, is^ that 
which our Saviouc: iiaUcth chanfing the in^ 
JidCy pufifying the hearts and aflciftions of 
n>en, qr.reftoring true integrity. and upright- 
nefs of mind, ais the principk from which 
ell really good, aftions' mnft flow,, and thus 
only the end of the: cortiaiandmen^ can be 
obtained. . v .- : / 

I have fliewn you what in faiftthat conver- 
fatfon is which is becoming the gofpel ; con- 
fidering it merely as a pofitive revelation and 
ia law which refteth wholly on the authority 
of the law-giver, the immediate btention of 
it is our obedience ; and you fee what kind 
of obedience that is ; its demands are not 
anfwercd by external appearances of good- 
nefs, but it governeth the inward difpofiti- 
ons and afFedions of the mind j it infifteth 
on finccrity of heart and intention in all our 
works, and the practice of vihue and charity 
out of a pure hearty out of a good confcience^ 
and faith unfeigned i it indifpcnfably rcquL 
reth that we abhor and carefully abftain from 
every thing which is evil ; not that we 
fliould abound in fome good works only, 
£ e 2 imagining 



Digi 



tized by Google 



jfio A Converfaiim becomt^^ the Go/pet 

&B R M. imagifting that thaebjr wc make amends for 
^^* defeda ifi otfaer iilAanoes, ibr its ^odrine is» 
that he ^o keepeth the fufbole law and yet of^ 
fendnbinmepoira^ isguiltyof alli but ac- 
cording to the go^l our^p:a£tice of virtue 
and duty oiuft be con&ant and uniform y juf- 
tiee is as n^ceflarj^to a religious character, 
and tafdjit the m/hws wid fatherlefsin their 
dffliBion^ and to'ki^pom^sfelf tmjptted from 
the t^rJd, are as traly pure religion' and iin-r 
drilled before Ood the Father, as the im« 
mediate afts of Worfhip. And let it be re-^ 
membred) chriiliani^ requireth that every 
particular virtue be f aifed to the higheft mea- 
fure of ^perfedion 5 vi^c ought to grow cdn- 
tiiwally in grac^, and add ne^r meafures and 
degrees of the fame good quality to our prer 
ibnt attainments^ as well ^ one of them to 
another, fts we fliould add to faith virtue^ 
and to virtue -knowledge ^ and to knowledge 
temperance y and to temperance patience^ and 
tofatience gpdlinefs^ and togodlinefs brotherly 
kindnefi^ and to brotherly kindnefs charity i 
fo we fhould endeavour to be ftili more and 
moreeftablifhed in each of thefc virtues, juid 
forgetting the things which are behind^ and 
reaching forward to thofe things which arc 
before^ that is greater degrees of perfedioA, 
prefs towards the mark for the priz^. This 

fubjea 
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fubjefl might be fa«hcr illuiteited by aSERM. 
particular confideration of the gofpd and: the. XV.. 
parts of which it confiftethj it is not merely/ 
a colledion of precepts or authoritative de^ 
clarations ; there are other things contained, inu 
it, fuch afe an hiftorical account of fkds^ 
truths revealed, threatcnings, and^ promifes.- 
Now according to the declarations of the 
fcripture itfelf, the intention of all thefe its. 
contents is to promote among men the prac- 
tice of trae holihefe or a good converfatiom 
The doiSlrines of chriftianity are pot icitut 
i|)eculations, intended only as amufements or 
even for the improvement of the underfland* 
ing, but doBrines according to gcdlinefs ; the 
declared deiign of the direabenings is to deter 
us from fin, and perfuade us to our duty ; 
and of the promiies that by them we might: 
become partakers of a divine nature, efcap^ 
ing the corruption that is in the nvorld^ andi 
that wejhould cleanfe ourfehes from all filtbi'- 
nefs of the Jlejh and fpirity perfecting holinefi. 
in the fear of God. But the motives of thc> 
gofpel will properly be confidered under the 

Second head of difcourfe propofed, namely, 

the reafons which fhould induce us to fuch 

a converfiirion as hath been defcribed, or the 

obligations we arc under to fatisfy the de- 

E e 3 mands 
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Serm. mands of chriftianity j for the apbijie's ex* 

XV. hoitation in the text carrieth a great force of 
^argument in it, apd doth not merely dkt^- 
us what our converfetion fhouldbe, butalfo. 
oontaineth very ftrong motives to it. And 
tp every one who acknowledgeth the gofpel 
to be a divine revelation, it will appear in ge- 
neral from the profefled deiign of it, that it 
layeth men under peculiar obligations to the 
praftice of religious virtue, or of all the 
things which are true^ and juji^ and honefiy 
and praife-worthy. Our Saviour tdleth his 
hearers in his Sermon upon the mount, that 
he came not to deftroy the law but to fulfil 
it, not to diflblve tor in the leaft to weakea 
the force and authority of the moral law, 
but to eftabliih it rather. St. Peter^ whofo 
province it was to open the kingdom of hea- 
ven, that is, to explain fully the chriftian' 
fcheme after it was compleated by the rcfur- 
redion and afcenfion of our Saviour, and 
the pouripg out of the Holy Ghoft, he faith 
to the Jewsy ABs iii. 26. unto you fir Ji, God 
having raifed up bis fin Jefus^ fent him /# 
blefi yoUy in turning away every one of yCu 
from bis iniquities. But it is needlefs to men- 
tion particular declarations, we muftbefen- 
fible that all the facred writers agree in this 
^fcount of the principal and immediate in- 
tention 
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icntion of the dodtrinc which they taught, Sbrm^ 
that it ^as fent in an extraordinary manner, XV. 
and in a very corrupt ftate of mankind for' 
their reformatiori. Now^ may we not even 
from this conclude, fince God is the author 
of chriflianity, that it hath ah aptitude to 
anfwer its end, and therefore that it kyeth; 
men under flronger and more peculiar .ob- 
ligations to amend their lives and perform tikk 
whole duty, than otherwife they would have 
been, there being no other conceivable way 
by which chriftianity, confidered as a reve- 
lation from heaven, could be u&fulto this 
purpofe mentioned. The wifdom of any 
fcheme coniifteth in the goodneis of the end 
propofed by it, and the choice of the heft 
and moft effedual m^ns for obtaining that 
end. The declared defign of the gofpel i« 
pertainly the nobHl that could be intended ; 
it is in all refpeds worthy of. Qod,: worthy 
of the moft perfeift purity and infinite goqd- 
nefs, to recover a fpecies of reaibnable crea^ 
tures, who had corrupted themfelv^, and 
fallen from their original dignity and happi- 
nefs, to innocence and righteoufneis, and 
thereby to a capacity of enjoying the divine 
favour. With this view, chriftianity ^)pear^ 
cth in the world, introduced with great fo- 
kmnity ^ the expectations of men had beet) 
E c 4 raifed 
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SBRM^raifed by pfnophecies,: which> §rfetold tliab» 
XV. great £KlTatk)n was tQ be revealed td them. Ao- 
' cofifin^y, aj vccy eminent, pcrfon oomcth widj 
high preteniionss ta no lefs a charad?er tlmii 
diatof the fon df God, aad thoic pretenfiooshe 
£ipported, and confirmed his do£trihe, by man]? 
liluftribos miracles. No«r, if he did not teach 
men better things than they were taught before, 
if he did not enforce bis precepts of righceGu£- 
tx& more fkongly , and add a greater wei^ to 
the motives of virtue, confcqucndy if a con* 
verfation becoming the.gofpd be not a pecu- 
Karly righteous and holy converfatioo, where 
h the wifdom of alt this, and how dodixt 
anfwer the end ? Whatever the focxcfs naay be, 
which requiixth the compliance and a£ishre 
concurrence of men tbemielves, and it is m 
their power, as free agents, to whh-hold it, 
as, in fa(f):, (he principles of natural religion, 
which havfe the fame general defign, bad 
been before rendered inefFcdhial, and m6n 
corrupted their wa5rs, running into foperfH- 
don and vice, againft the clear dii£tates of 
fcafon; nay, our Lord Jefus Chrift hioi&lf, 
and his apoilles plainly foretell this event, 
that the condition of many finners would be ' 
rcndetscd the worfe for the gofpel, not by 
its natural tendency,, but through their own 
pervei^ and wijful difobedi^ce, their bvcof 

dark* 
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l^km is ]& its own imtnre, ifmen be not want* XV « 
ing on tfacir part, by negk^ng to^tend to and^*'*'^''*^ 
make a right improvement of it, ^t to produce 
seal vifttue and holinefs, and it bringeth a force 
to the motives of virtue additional to what die 
world knew before the publication of it ; this 
mail be allowed, if we acknowledge the in- 
ffitution to be divine, and that the infinitely 
wife at)d good God is the author of it. 

But diough this reafbning may have weight 
with thofe who have a fincere veneration for 
our h(rfy religion, as coming from God, with 
fbfiicientatteftations of its truth andits heavenly 
original, yet it may be profitable to iQuftrate 
the fufejei^ before us more particularly, by 
Ihpwifig what peculiar advantages the hearers 
and profeflbrs of chrifiianity have beyond 
others, in order to their pradifing univerial 
righteoufiiefs axid attaining tQ greater perfec- 
tion in it than otberwife men could attain. 
And here, pafling by the clear inftrudions of 
the gpfpel with ri^fpedfe to the principles and 
duties of natural reli^on and virtue which 
have been mentioned, I ihall only iniift on 
the new and peculiar encouragements it con- 
taineth to the pradice of our whol? duty ^ 
fuch as, firft,. The exprefs aflurance it giveth 
^i dip pardon of fin upon thg cgndition of 

fincere 
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SERM.fioccre rcpentaixce and refotmation. It Is 
XV. true that men, cycn withoat a rcvelatbn, 
^havc great rcftfon to believe that God, ^hfi^ 
Under mercies ^r^ aver all bis mrks, and 
who c^ccrcifeth fuch long-fofierihg, patience,: 
and forb^rancc, towards mankind, is pla- 
cable, if his offending creatures heartily re- 
pent and amend their doings, and that hia 
impartial equity will make a difl^erencc be- 
tween fuch as do fo, and tbepi who . con- 
tinue obftinately impenitent and diifobedient j' 
but how far his wifdpm might fee fit to tefti- 
fy Uis difpleafure againft the finful inventions, 
even of the penitent, and what he mayre-- 
quire previoufly to their enjoying the foil 
effefts of his reconciled favbur, their reafon 
could not fo fully fatisfy them, but that it 
muftbc acknowledged an invaluable advantage 
to have a pofitive and dear declaration from 
himfelf well atteftqd, that he wili grant them 
a full and free femiffion of all their fins, 
that he will be merciful to their unrigbteoufttefs, 
and remember their tranjgrejjitms no more ^ 
and this we have by Jefus Chrift, in whofe 
name repentance is preached and forgivenels. 
Aa ingenuous mind will find irfelf ftrongly 
engaged by the facred bond of gratitude to 
jthe mercy of God, who hath publi(hed his 
Jaw of grace, excellently accommodated to 
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our ftate of infirmity, and guilt, whereby he Serm. 
enjoineth and promifeth to accept of repent- XV. 
ance, that is, an affectionate return to our* 
duty^ with a hearty concern for our paft of- 
fences, and a diligent endeavour to do his 
will for the future. There is a mighty 
force in that argument, which is fo (Irongly 
urged by the lacred writers, ye are not your 
owny for you are bought with aprtce^ which is 
explamed thus, ye are redeemed from your 
vain converfation received by tradition from 
your fathers^ not with corruptible things^ as 
fiver and goldy but with the precious blood of 
Chrijiy as of a lamb without blemijh and with^ 
^^^tfpot'y therefore glorify God in your bodies 
andfpiritSy that is, abound in all good works, 
^nd in the practice of every virtue, whereby 
y9u may do honour to, and promote the 
caufe of, truth and pure religion which is the 
<paufe of God 5 and a converfation like the 
refl of the corrupt world is fo far from be- 
copiing the gofpel, you fhould be perfuadcd 
by the mercjes of God which it bringeth and 
delareth to you, no more to be conformed to 
the worlds but to bf frftnforrned by the renewing 
of your minds. 

zdly^ Another great encouragement we 
. have is, the promife of divine afBflance in or- 
der tp our doing good works, and ftanding 

3 f ^^T 
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428 A Corroerfatim becoming the Go/pel 

SERM.compIeat in all the will of God^ Such is^ 

Xy . the woaknefq of meiii fo ftrong their pre- 
judices, cfpecially by vicious cuftoms which- 
have cA)taincd, and evil' habits, that to re^ 
claim them, and bring them to integrity and- 
goodnefe, there needed a gracious interpofi- 
tion of God himfelf. Of this, wife men 
men among the heathens were fenfible, and 
cxprefled thdr defke and expeftations of it ; 
and the more rare examples of illuftrious vir- 
tue they attributed to fuperior aids from* hea- 
ven. But it is fiully explained and afcertained 
by the gofpel, a great part of -which is taken 
up in defcribing the various operations and in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit on the minds of 
men, in order to their carrying religious vir- 
tue to a juft meafure of perfeftion. The an- 
cient prophets ft>retoId if, as the glory of the 
laft and moft perfe<3: form of religion, 
namely, the chriftian, that the Spirit of God 
ftiould be poured abundantly on his fervants •. 
and though many of their prophecies relate 
to extraordinary gifts, yet fome fpeak of 
the afliftances which fhould be given for the 
ordinary purpofes of religious life, as Ezekiel 
xxxvi, 26, Anew heart alfo will I give you^ 
and a new Jpirit will I put within you 5 and 1 
"will take away tbeji'ony heart out of your jlejh^ 
and I will give you an biart of fiejh \ and I 
^ v>iU 
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twV/ put myfpirit wtbm ym^ and^caufe ycu to &e'r:m, 
walk m n^'jdfute^. Bot'in theNew'TTcfla* XV. 
ment this is declared more plainly. Qur Sa^"" 
viour afiiifdth his difcif^lcis that their heavenly 
Father ^I pvG\mfpmt'to'tbem that aJkUnu 
^here were indeed miteculous -gifts (£ ^be 
Holy Ghoft giyen to the apoftles and mhers 
fer the confomation of chitiftiamiy, butlfafc 
Spirit is alfo given to -oth^r dhtiftiaris, to in^ 
IbTid, and^eftablifli, and conlfi:Jft them; and 
the apoftle teachteth us ^hat ^fhe virtues of 
tiimperance, patience, mceknds, and charity, 
are the fhrits of the Spirit, produced, exer- 
cifed, and carried to perfe(5l4on, by his af. 
fiftancc. The examples propofcd in fcripi. 
lure for our imitation carry alfo in them a 
ftrong perfuafive force, /fince they (hew that 
as virtue- appeareth beautiful and lovely in the 
defcription, fo it is pradicible in life ; th* it 
is not only for fuperior natures, but fhineth 
with a peculiar luftre, when it nefifteth many 
difficulties, and conc^ueKth violent oppofition. 
Above all, the perfeft .pattern given us by 
yefm Cbrifty tiic captein of our Salvation; 
who was made perfedl by fufferings, his^eac-i 
ample, I'&y, (hould infpire us with a ndUtt 
ardor and flrong refdation 'to fdlow :his 
ftq)s. 

Lajiiy. 
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43^ ^ Cmoerfdtim becomng the Gofpet 

Sbrm* Lajlly^ The great rewards which our ^- 
XV. viour hath declared he will give to his faith^ 
ful iervants at the laft day» are a mighty fup- 
port to virtue. However (bong the arguments 
from reafon itfelf may appear to us £3r a fu- 
ture exiftence^ yet the wifeft inen who had 
no revelation were uncertain about it ^ but now 
Ood hath brought life and immortality to light 
by thegoTpel, which defcribeth the fixture judg« 
ment fo fully and circumftantially^ and repre* 
jfenteth the iflues of it fo diftindtly, that the 
argun)ent drawn from that topic appeareth in 
a quite different light s and the apoflle had 
reafon to lay, as he doth ASIs xvii. 30. T^be 
times of this ignorance God winked at^ but 
now commandetb all men every where to re^ 
pent. And not only is this a coniideratioa 
which ftrongly urgeth us to repentance and 
the reforming our lives in general, but it 
hath force enough to raiie every virtue to the 
highefl pitch and defeat the moft powerful 
temptations. Arje we called to arduous fer- 
vices, and to, undergo grievous fufferings, to 
take up the aofs and follow Chrift, tx> deny 
ourfelves, to fubmit to God's will patipntly 
under the greateft afflidioQS, an^^truft in 
him, even in the greateft daggers ?. There is 
fufficient encouragement to all this in the 
exceeding great and eternal weight of glory 

which 
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Whidi life hath' pr(Anifed, • that ^own oFSerm* 
righteouftcfs and: of life which the Lord tie • XV. 
, rigbtepusi judge will give ^to^ati who look /or ^ 
. and love bf£ af^liting y but to every one par- 
-ticukurly; ictexa^ propdWon^ta^the imprnve- 
ment he hath imade of fais'^lents in this ftate 
of trial, and his progrefs in virtue. Now, is 
the feed-tim^, hereafter will come the hkr- 
yeft, wheq ;a$ every man fowetb fo pall he 
^ reap 5 not only in general, be that fowetb to 
tbejkjh^ JMl of the flfjh reap corruption, and 
. be tbat fowetb to tbejpirit, fhaU of the fpirit 
reap life ever lofting -, bw.of jhgt great hag- 
; pinefe >?vhich is calledlife eyerlaftirtg, thtre are 
. Y^rjpus. degrees^ an|d he^that ipwqth fparing- 
Jyt, iq ;the jWopks of pjety'f.and .beneficence, 
Ihall ceap fpyingly; atid; he rWfowtth bouo- 
,tifuily fhall Ti^p alfo bountifully. .' The prp- 
, fptd: of this is^ 9, fufficient inducement to di- 
ligence in every good work, or to the or- 
dering our * copverfetions aright, and a fiiffi--- 
cient fupport againft all ' temptations and 
, difficulties ; ourfmtb is the viSory tbat over-- 
cometb the "world. '^ 

I fhall conclude this difcourfe With recom- 
mending onCc more the apoftle's exhortation 
in the text to your ferious thoughts and care- 
ful attention. A converfation becoming the 
gofpel is that wherein true religion confifteth, 

and 
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432 A Converfatim becoimt^ the Gojpel^ 6cc. 
S&R M. and upon which our foture fdic&y dependeth ; 
3^- it is that only which can iecure the peace o£ 
our minds, And our rgoidng as it did St. 
PauTsy iCon i. 12. and affiire our hearts be- 
iatt God» in expeOadon of cm appearing 
before ihisjudgnient- feat; it is what we are 
diredly and inunediately bound to by our 
cjiriftian pcofeffibn, jand is die proper im- 
provement of all the nieans'of iriftrudion we 
enjoy, and all our cihriftian privileges, widi- 
out which it may be juftly iaid, Gbriji will 
frofit us nothings and we haw received the 
grace of God in vain. To be ftrift in cere- 
monies and forms, and pundhially to attend 
pofitive inftitutienSy is not to do what our 
religion principally requireth, it will neither 
pleafe God nor be profitable to our&lves ; but 
what is abfolutdy necei&ry, and only worthy 
of the vocation wherewith we are called 'h Co 
'dojujily^ to- love mercy ^ and to walk huMfy 
with our God*, to abound in the wdrics i6f 
righteoafiie&, iubftantial piety and goodnefe^ 
thofe amiabb fruits of holinefs and vhtuc 
which are by Jejiis Chrijl to the glory and 
fruife of God. 
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